Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 25, Issue 21, February 4, 2022
ETIAM NVNC (EVEN NOW)

Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is George Washington Week at LCS.
Next week is George Washington Week at LCHS. George
Washington (1732 – 1799) became the first President of the
United States on April 30, 1789. In May 1775, Washington, one
of the Virginia delegates, was elected Commander in Chief of
the Continental Army. Washington became a prime mover in
the steps leading to the Constitutional Convention at
Philadelphia in 1787. When the new Constitution was ratified,
the Electoral College unanimously elected Washington
President. Washington enjoyed less than three years of
retirement at Mount Vernon; he died of a throat infection
December 14, 1799. For months, the nation mourned him. For
good biographical information CLICK HERE .

Message From Headmaster,

Bob Schaffer

Power To The Parents
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Two weeks ago, a communitywide group of parents, led by many from Liberty Common
School, conducted an open townhall-style public meeting focused upon infelicities of
forcing children to wear masks in schools, and impacts of the county’s scattershot COVIDquarantine tactics. The forum also clarified the limits of government competence and
legitimate authority when it comes to educating and raising children.
Within two business days, the Larimer County
Department of Health and Environment
acquiesced. The agency announced it will
rescind its indoor-mask edict which, for more
than a year, has intruded upon the education
and wellbeing of schoolchildren. The
imperative of nearly 300 active, engaged
parents was persuasive.
Northern Colorado elected officials
attended. Two state lawmakers participated as
panelists alongside a Liberty-affiliated
healthcare expert and a world-renowned
virologist. The consequential gathering of
community leaders was inspired by a joint
statement of principles issued weeks earlier
asserting natural parental rights. The
proclamation was signed by Northern
Colorado’s leading educators, endorsed and
promoted in the public square by Liberty Common School.
The self-evident principle enounced in the statement and by experts at the forum validates
what our excellent school has, for years, expounded as a timeless universal truth: It is the
right and responsibility of parents to direct the education and upbringing of their children.
When parents band together and stand for prudence, common sense, sound science, and
their God-given natural rights, they tend to prevail, just as we have in this crucial instance.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
St. Valentine's Day. Monday, February
14th is St. Valentine's Day. St. Valentine
was a third-century Roman Catholic
priest and martyr. During the rule of
Claudius the Cruel, marriages and
engagements were banned in Rome. St.
Valentine defied Claudius by secretly
performing marriages. He is the patron

saint of lovers, epileptics, and bee
keepers. Happy St. Valentine's Day
everyone! You are definitely loved by the
Liberty Common School Community.

Year Of The Parent? Tomorrow, Saturday 12 February,
Larimer County’s Ninth Amended Public-Health Order
requiring masks in public indoor spaces will expire. This
announcement came two business days after Liberty
Common School parents, and those of five other leading
Northern Colorado academic institutions, convened a
community forum of public-health experts to shed light on
the efficacy of masking schoolchildren. LCS Headmaster
Schaffer was on-air this week discussing the topic, the
importance of parental empowerment, and the crucial role
of charter schools in public education. CLICK HERE to
hear a podcast recording of the brief segment.

Board of Directors Election. Liberty Common School’s Board of Directors has three
open Director positions with three-year terms commencing this June. Election for these
positions will be held the third week of April. For more detail on requirements to serve as a
Member of the Board of Directors, please refer to the Bylaws of Liberty Common School.
Liberty Common School depends upon parent volunteer leadership. Its seven-member
parent-volunteer BOD is responsible for maintaining educational and operational policies
which support the vision, philosophy, and mission as defined in Liberty’s Charter
Application, Contract, Bylaws, and Board Policies. Ideal candidates are passionate about
the mission, and philosophy of LCS, and are interested in playing a vital role in ensuring
Liberty’s continued academic, character-education success. Liberty’s BOD would love to
answer questions regarding Board service. Please contact Board Director Cindy
Skalicky or any other Director. If interested, please complete a Liberty Common School
Board of Directors Application (CLICK HERE). The application deadline is 4:00PM on
Wednesday, March 2, 2022.

Elementary School Calendar
February 11 | Chessmates.
February 11 | 6th-Grade Movie Night, 5-7PM.
February 14 - 17 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 18 | Professional-Development Day | No School.
February 21 | Presidents Day | No School.
February 24 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.
February 25 | Chessmates.
February 28-March 4 | Scholastic Bookfair.
March 4 | Classroom Group Pictures.
March 4 | Chessmates.
March 11 | End of 3rd Quarter.
March 11 | Chessmates.
March 11 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All day.
March 13 | Daylight Savings Time Begins.
March 14-18 | Spring Break | No School.
March 22 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30 PM.

March 25 | Chessmates.
March 31 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
We Love Our Volunteers. VolunteerAppreciation Week is next week, Feb 1417th. Thank you to our incredible volunteers
who take the time to volunteer in
classrooms, and the library. Our volunteers
sharpen pencils, make copies, guest read in
classrooms, take down desk masks, read
and practice math facts with students.
Volunteers even provide delicious lunches to
faculty and staff. Liberty Common volunteers
are amazing and are loved. If you are an LCS volunteer, please stop by the front office
next week for a treat conveying our appreciation.

Island Fun. What do you get on a chilly evening with steel-drum music, island wear,
games, crafts, two bouncy houses, pizza, popcorn, and cotton candy? Why, of course, you
get an amazing time spent at the LCS annual Winter Carnival. A huge crowd of Liberty

families was on hand last Friday connecting with friends, teachers, staff, and one
another. Big “thank yous” go to all volunteers who helped with games and crafts, and to
those who donated items. It’s great for our students to watch their parents work together
as a thriving school community. Standout volunteers included parent-volunteer
supermoms Yolanda Sears, Annette Ellis, Amy Latzke, Celia LeVasseur, Kit Kirby,
and Shelly Friesen, plus LCS instructors Mrs. Hersh, Mrs. Galeener, and Mrs.
Allen. Leaders of the student council, and Mr. Montez and Mr. Churchill pitched in,
too. Also supporting us from LCHS were many junior-high scholars. Thanks to all.
Sixth-Grade Immunization Compliance. Attention parents of students who will enter the
sixth grade for the 2022-2023 school year (current 5th graders): Your child will likely be
due for an immunization booster before the start of the next school year. Please reach out
to your healthcare provider to clarify whether boosters are indicated. Also, feel free to
direct questions to LCS School Nurse Mrs. Dybzinski. For general information, CLICK
HERE.
Time Is Running Out. Please take a few minutes to visit our Lost-And-Found. All items
not claimed by February 25th at 3:00PM will be donated. (Photos taken 2.7.22)

A Message From Liberty Common BOD
School Audit-Completed and Clean. Financial strength and accuracy are imperative to
any business. Our excellent charter school is no different.
For 25 years, the leaders of Liberty Common have worked hard to not only make sure the
school’s funds are being used efficiently but our accounting practices are precise and
supported by careful review by our Financial Advisory Committee. The FAC is made up of
administrators and parent volunteers charged with overseeing the short- and long-term

financial wellbeing of our school.
Each year, we are required to complete a comprehensive financial audit. This process, as
you can imagine, is lengthy with many steps that can last several months. It always is an
annual celebrated milestone to have the audit completed. We are thrilled to say that not
only is the audit complete but it came out “clean” – further assurance our talented and
hardworking team is directing our finances for a strong future.
Strategic Planning Sessions. Our parent-led BOD is dedicated not only to navigating our
school through our current educational challenges, but to looking to the future. Our
school’s story is rich.
Statements of virtue and character line our hallways such as cooperation, citizenship,
perseverance, fortitude and justice, just to list a few. Starting a school, 25 years ago, from
the ground up and in a hostile environment was nothing short of heroic.
As parents, we’re grateful for the selflessness of the founders that devoted their precious
time and resources and assumed enormous risks to overcome the obstacles. These
founders had a plan, a vision, and worked hard to push it to inception.
A couple of times a year, our BOD meets offsite for strategic-planning retreats.
Sometimes, we are working on shorter-term plans, while in other years, like this one, we
are focusing on longer-term planning.
This experience can be likened to that of counseling where there is a good deal of soul
searching, reflection, and sometimes disagreement. There is much preparation and
thought that leads up to the retreat. The process really doesn’t cumulate into a four-hour
finale on a Saturday in January.
While we made progress in our recent retreat, and everyone at the retreat was
encouraged to share their thoughts, we concluded we still have work to do to produce our
strategic plan. However long it takes, we will eventually have an updated plan for the future
that reflects our vision, honors our mission, and prepares for a continued future of
excellence and leadership.
We want all Liberty parents to know our BOD takes this process seriously. Each one of us
is passionate about the education Liberty is providing, the work we do, and, most of all,
the students and families we represent.
As Pablo Picasso once said, “Our goals can only be reached through a vehicle of a plan,
in which we must fervently believe, and in which we must vigorously act. There is no other
route to success.”

Every Family A Donor
Liberty Gives Day. March 9th is our second-annual
Liberty Gives Day. Starting at midnight that day, you’ll
have the opportunity to contribute to one or more important
causes here at Liberty. Mark your calendars now.
Become a Liberty-Gives-Day Sponsor. Would you or
your company like to sponsor a matching gift for Liberty
Gives Day? Providing a matching gift is a great way to
motivate more donors to give to Liberty.
Email bharkey@libertycommon.org for details.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message

Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)

Eagle Weekly. For more in-depth coverage of Liberty Common sports, we will post a new
edition to the website every week. If you would like to receive this newsletter via email,
please SUBSCRIBE HERE. For the latest edition of the Eagle Weekly, CLICK HERE.
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions, or for more information
about all of the activity happening in athletics.

Alumni Update On Kolbe Jarecki (LCHS ’39) Now
Attending Smartipants University In Kearney,
NE.

Okay, he’s not an LCHS alumnus quite yet; but his mom, who is indeed a proud grad,
augurs her supersmart tyke will receive a diploma in 2039. To press the point, she sent in
the nearby pic of little Kolbe Jarecki sporting his “Liberty Common School” shirt – look
closely!
“Kolbe just turned 8 months and is fitting into his 18-month-sized Liberty outfit,” reported a
delighted mother and LCHS Class of 2014 alumna Maria (Lanciotti) Jarecki. Both
Elizabeth and husband Matt graduated from Benedictine College in Atchisson, Kansas in
2018.
Matt is now attending physicians-assistant school in Kearney, Nebraska. Maria is working
as a traveling nurse at Good Samaritan Hospital on the progressive-care unit.
“I’m grateful that Liberty taught me how to research, read, think critically, and make
informed decisions,” Maria wrote. “Our culture is severely lacking in common sense
because I think people don’t know how to read and comprehend what they are reading.”
“Thanks to Mr. D (Dybzinski) and Mr. Tullius, I love to read literature,” she said. “But,
also thanks to the LCHS science department, – shoutout to Mrs. Timpe – I know how to
read a scientific article and sift through research.”

Go Ravens!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Why Math Facts Rule
Math Fact Automaticity, the ability to immediately recognize
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of numbers 0
through 12, takes practice. Automaticity allows students to focus
their mental energies on the demands of more difficult math
concepts. Just as a student cannot appreciate great works of
literature if she is consumed (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 165. Illness. Train-sickness often follows from
eyestrain, and from the motion of the train, together with
inaction. You will feel much better if you avoid eating between
meals while traveling, eat lightly, and do not drink too much
ice-water. In immigrant coaches, you see people constantly
eating, oranges, peanuts, fruit, sandwiches, but in first-class travel you are conspicuous if
you keep eating. Odors of food are disagreeable to fellow travelers.
“Most mothers resent having you give candy, fruit, or anything to eat to their children.
“Modesty is always a virtue. There is no occasion to be careless in your appearance, or in
your habits, just because you feel you will never see those people again.”

COVID-Updates
Mask Mandates Rescinded. Larimer County government workers do not require masking
in any school settings effective tomorrow 12 FEB 2022.
Exposure Investigations, Contact Tracing & Quarantines. At this time, stategovernment workers say they do not anticipate resuming exposure investigations or
contact tracing for routine classroom exposures when there is no evidence of or
anticipated spread.
COVID Quarantines. Please CLICK HERE for the government's advice about when to
quarantine your child(ren).
Sick-Kid Protocol. Please CLICK HERE to view “How Sick Is Too Sick” guidelines.
Updates. Timely updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID information can be
found at the school’s website – CLICK HERE.

News Worth Repeating
Serve On Poudre Library Board. There are upcoming vacancies on the governing board

of the Poudre River Public Library District. As a leading community academic institution,
Liberty Common School has a direct academic interest in the performance and quality of
local libraries. Our faculty and students rely upon District library facilities routinely. Having
a Trustee from the LCS parent community (or grandparent, alumni, student, etc.) would be
of mutual benefit to our students and to the broader community. If so inclined, please
pursue one of the open Trustee positions. The application window is February 1st through
noon on Friday, February 25, 2022. Please CLICK HERE for application information.
Spring Sports. The next sports season kicks off this month. Registration is now open, and
you can sign up by following the instructions HERE. Each athlete only needs one sportsregistration form per school year, and the physical exams for athletics are valid for a
calendar year. Additionally, some athletes may be eligible for the “Buy Two, Get One Free”
registration policy. If you have an athlete who has already played for two Liberty Common
sports teams this school year, contact Mr. Reynolds for a registration link. Please refer to
the official practice start dates and coaches’ contacts for each sport below. Registration is
due before the first day of practice for the season.
Men’s Swim & Dive
Coach Huey
Monday, February 21st
Men’s Baseball
Coach Sparks
Monday, February 28th
Women’s Soccer
Mr. Reynolds
Monday, February 28th
High-School Track & Field
Coach Mayes
Monday, February 28th
7th-and 8th-Grade Track & Field
Coach Reeves & Coach Wilcox
Monday, March 7th
Girls’ Soccer
Mr. Reynolds
Monday, March 28th
Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.

Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | February 24, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

