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Class of 2022 School Motto

Next Week is Gian Lorenzo Bernini Week at LCS.
Gian Lorenzo Bernini was the greatest architect and sculptor of 17thcentury Rome. His innovative exploration of form and media was a
driving force in the development of the Baroque style. His best known
works include the Ecstasy of Saint Teresa, The Baldachin and Piazza
of St. Peter's, and several of Rome's most admired fountains.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Recalling The Eleventh Hour
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Next Thursday marks the 103rd anniversary of the armistice ending World War I. It was
signed in a railcar near Compiègne, France. The agreement called for a ceasefire at
11:00AM – the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.
In 1954, after World War II, Congress
expanded the observance of Armistice
Day to recognize all veterans, and thus
the name of the holiday, in the United
States, was changed to Veterans
Day. CLICK HERE for more about that
history.
Liberty Common School takes Veterans
Day seriously. It’s partly a function of our
patriotic school culture. After all, we were
quite deliberate in 1997 when we decided
to name the school “Liberty.”
More to the point, we’re an institution whose appreciation of history helps us understand
the essential role the warfighter has played in securing peace through the advancement of
America’s foundational principles – to protect the rights of the individual.
We’re especially grateful for the veterans associated with Liberty Common School. We
now have former Liberty students who are veterans of military service. Veterans among
the ranks of Liberty parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, instructors, and others
have inspired many of our students and endowed them with patriotic character.
There is a shrine in their honor now displayed at the elementary school. As Americans, we
are called upon to recognize the valor and sacrifice of military veterans through
appropriate public ceremonies and prayers.
There are an estimated 23 million living American veterans. To them, and to those no
longer among the living, Liberty offers its most solemn gratitude – on this day and every
day.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
A School For Every Kid. Colorado
Commissioner of Education Katy Anthes
was on hand last week for a celebration of
Colorado charter schools at which a tenminute film was released featuring four
unique charter-public schools. Please
CLICK HERE, or on the nearby video-link
image to learn more about some of our
friends in charter-school movement at New
America School, New Legacy Charter
School, Kwiygat Community Academy, and
Thomas MacLaren School.

Veterans Day. The annual U.S. commemoration of Veterans Day is Thursday, November
11th, a day set aside in honor of all veterans who have served in the profession of arms in
defense of the Republic. The date and moment correspond to the conclusion of “the war to
end war” (WWI) which officially ended at Compiègne, France on “the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month.” Liberty Common takes Veterans Day seriously as a
function of our patriotic school culture. Liberty Common School remains in session on
Thursday, and all students and faculty will take pause during the school day for reflection,
respect, and veneration normally associated with this revered national holiday.

Mr. Ken Vetter, LCHS Science Instructor,
Veteran USAF.

Mr. Rick Wrona, LCS Chief Operation
Officer, Veteran US Army.

What Public Education Should Be. LCS Headmaster
Bob Schaffer was a featured guest this week on Denver’s
850 KOA radio with host Ross Kaminsky. CLICK HERE
to hear the short segment which addressed parent
uprisings in public schools, curricular corruption, and
actions prudent parents should take toward improving
public education.

Grandparents Day. Grandparents Day is
Tuesday, November 23rd, 2021. It will be
presented in a virtual format this year. All
grandparents of Liberty Common School
students will be able to connect with the

school and find out how it is their
grandkids are so darn smart, adorable,
and polite. Grandparent-participants will
join their grandchildren’s actual
classrooms virtually. Note the timeframes
for teleconference interaction: Elementary
school (grades k-6) begins at 9:00AM and
high school (grades 7-12) begins at
12:00PM. Links to the event can be found
on our website: libertycommon.org.

Student Mental-Health Help. The State of Colorado is making free mental-health
services available to assist parents seeking help for their children. If interested, visit the
I Matter platform to take a confidential online survey and schedule sessions with a
licensed behavioral health clinician. All Colorado youth ages 18 or younger (or up to 21 if
receiving special-education services) are eligible.

Substitute Teachers/TAs Needed. The elementary school has had very low responses to
requests for substitutes resulting in some classes going without TA support. If you are
interested in subbing for Liberty Common School, please email the school’s operations
department. If you know of a good candidate outside the LCS community, please pass
this information along. Thank you.

Elementary School Calendar
November 7 | Daylight Savings Time ends.
November 12 | Hearing/Vision Screening
November 12 | Picture Retakes
November 18 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis
November 23 | Grandparent's Day | Elementary 9:00-10:15 | High School 12:00-1:20 |
via Teleconference.

November 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Hearing And Vision Screening. Next Friday, November 12, students
in grades K- 3 and 5th-grade, will receive hearing and vision
screenings, as will new students to the district and those with an IEP. If
they wear them, please make sure your child comes to school with
glasses or contact lenses that day.

Liberty Common School Parking Reminder. Liberty Common School has limited
parking during morning and afternoon pick up and drop off. Please help keep our students
safe and respect the neighboring businesses property. We encourage all families to
carpool and drop off and pick up using the carpool lines (they move quicker than you
think). If you do need to park, please park in the designated areas only and walk your child
in the school. Please do not drop students off in the parking lots. Please park and escort

them from and to your car.
Please also abide by the signs we have placed around the school driveways. Please do
not turn left when leaving the back drop-off and pick-up area. This holds up traffic behind
you. Please only turn right when entering Midpoint Drive from the back area.

6th-Grade Parents Night. Class of 2028 parents, please join us for 6th-Grade Parents
Night on Thursday, December 2 at 6:30PM, in the Liberty Common High School Great
Hall. High-school administrators and student leaders will share important information
regarding the transition from Liberty Common Elementary School to Liberty Common
Junior High. This will be a good opportunity to get questions answered regarding the
opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of the junior high. Students are welcome to
attend, but this night is primarily designed for parents. 6th-Grade Day, on March 11, will be
geared toward the students themselves. More information on that day will be forthcoming.

Toys For Tots. Toys for Tots is a program run by the United
States Marine Corps Reserve which distributes toys to children
whose parents cannot afford to buy them gifts for
Christmas. Founded in 1947, this local charity continues to bless
families all over Northern Colorado. Our very own Liberty parent
Deb Cross works with Toys for Tots to collect donations from all
over the community. This year, the Connie Behr Memorial
Library will have a Toys for Tots bin to collect brand-new toys or books. Please consider
dropping your items off to the bin in the library.

Cameras Needed for Art. The LCHS Art Department is in
dire need of 35mm-film cameras that have manual controls
(similar to the one pictured). Please drop them off for Mrs.
Salazar or contact her with questions. Thank you for
supporting the arts.

4th-grade Celebration of Medieval History

COVID-Updates
New Cases. The school has confirmed three new cases of COVID-19 at the high-school
campus and five new cases at the elementary-school campus. Parents and guardians of

individual students determined to have been in possible contact with the ill person(s) will
be contacted by the Liberty Common School Administration, or Larimer County
Department of Health & Environment as appropriate.
Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

From Mr. Rick Wrona, Liberty Common Chief
Operating Officer
“Earn This”
By: Rick Wrona
The climactic final scene of the film "Saving Private Ryan" is emotionally overwhelming for
me and for many of my former profession. The Rangers have successfully linked-up with
Private Ryan’s unit. A German attack is coming. Ryan refuses to leave his own band of
brothers to fight without him.
The Rangers decide to stay and fight, and almost all of them die. The movie ends CLICK
HERE with two heartrending scenes. In the first, the Captain of the Rangers, with his dying
breath, charges the young Private Ryan to “Earn this. Earn it.”
In the second, an elderly Ryan in his twilight years is visiting the American national
cemetery at Normandy. We see him at the Ranger Captain’s grave, questioning himself
and his wife as to whether he has lived a life that could possibly justify such incredible
sacrifice.
If I may be so bold as to speak for an entire community,
veterans expect very little of American society. The
benefits we receive cannot equal the sacrifices we make
– especially the sacrifices of mind, body, or soul made in
distant lands by many of our number.
Accolades are unnecessary; civilians rarely appreciate
how military members and veterans weigh recognitions of
service, sacrifice, and valor. The discounts provided at
our favorite establishments are heartily appreciated, but
almost bemusing.
What we expect of American society is no more than we
expect of ourselves. This Republic we have inherited remains an experiment, not a
guarantee.
Any study of history extending a timeline prior to the 20th Century shows that a
constitutional republic of limited government built upon the foundation of individual
citizens’ rights is an extreme outlier, not a norm. It is an exception because of the
requirements levied upon each citizen to make this system not only survive, but thrive.
In the words of Alexis de Tocqueville, one of the most astute observers of American
culture, it requires “well-considered patriotism.” In characterizations I conveyed to our
students in a lyceum of two years ago, it requires education, engagement, selfless
service, and honor from each and every citizen.
None of those requirements is one-and-done; each is enduring. It is a hard and relentless
mandate, but one that each of us must fulfill if we are to bequeath to our children the same
blessings we have so generously received from previous American generations.
“Earn this. Earn it.”
Lieutenant Colonel Wrona is a 25-year veteran of the United States military, and is Liberty

Common School’s Chief Operating Officer.

Alumni Update from Laura Rencher LCHS ’18
Now Attending Colorado State University, in Fort
Collins, Colorado.

LCHS alumna Laura Rencher, Class of 2018, is attending Colorado State University in
Fort Collins, and is extensively involved in various extracurricular leadership opportunities
while maintaining a full academic course load.
This past summer, for example, Rencher participated in a “Christians for Israel” summit in
Dallas, Texas, where she met up with the 29th US Ambassador to the United Nations, and
116th Governor of South Carolina Nikki Haley.
Go Rams!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Every Family A Donor
Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
November-December: End-of-Year Giving Campaign.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Men’s Soccer. After an exciting finish on Tuesday night, Men’s Soccer will be hosting
the quarterfinal match this Saturday at 3:00PM at Fossil Ridge High School. We hope to
see you there as we take on Colorado Academy!
Women’s Volleyball. The Eagles finished the season at 18-4, with two tournament
victories along the way. Women’s Volleyball will be hosting a three-team regional playoff

this Friday. We would love to pack the stands for our games, and the Eagles will be
playing at 4:00PM and 7:00PM. For more info on both teams’ runs through the postseason, please look out for the Mid-Week Update posted very Wednesday
on lceagles.com.
LCHS Virtues Displayed on the Course. Liberty Common
freshman, Paul Skalicky, has earned the PAC Award from the
Fort Collins High School Golf team. This honor is awarded by the
Parent Athletic Club to recognize the athlete that exhibits the
following:
1. Work Ethic - A player who, regardless of ability, works hard at
every practice to become a better player, and helps his or her
teammates well.
2. Team Player - A player who demonstrates by his or her actions
that the team is more important than individual statistics or
accomplishments.
3. Positive Attitude - A player who always has a positive attitude, and helps others
maintain the same.
4. Desire to Win - A player who shows an intense competitive spirit.
We are so proud that one of our scholar-athletes has carried Liberty Common’s
capstone virtues onto the Fort Collins golf team, and that he is displaying
the characteristics that naturally flow from his pursuit of beauty, goodness, truth, and
perfection.
Kade Again. LCHS 11th grader, Kade Kreikemeier, wrapped up his High School
Colorado Cycling League season by taking 4th for Varsity in a sprint finish at State
Championships in Durango on October 24th. Riding in the mix with nationally and
internationally ranked competition, we couldn’t be more proud of Kade and
his accomplishments this season.

Women’s Basketball: Coach Jake Guzman, jguzman@libertycommon.org
Men’s Basketball: Coach Malik Brooks, mbrooks@libertycommon.org
Women’s Swimming: Coach Rob Huey, rhuey@libertycommon.org

Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions regarding sports at
Liberty Common, or visit lceagles.com for the most up to date information.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.

Brain Rules
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
In addition to the honor of being your students’ principal, I also
have the honor of representing Colorado’s Fourth Congressional
District on the Colorado State Board of Education. I’m in my sixth
year on the Board and my third year as the Board’s Chairman.
A Board colleague of mine recently gave me a copy of John
Medina’s 2008 best-selling book Brain Rules. She even had it
inscribed by the author himself. The colleague, Dr. Angelika Schroeder of Boulder, says
the book should be read by everyone in the education business... (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 156. Dress for the Street. Before going into the
street, inspect yourself and be sure you are dressed
properly, then forget your appearance. It is very
thoughtless of a girl to make or repair any of her toilet on
the street. If you find it necessary to make some change,
go to a restroom. Girls, do not use the store window as a
looking-glass to fix your hair or powder your nose. An onlooker judges you by these
thoughtless acts, and thinks you are ignorant of good manners.
“Girls, to appear in party clothes on the street, makes you conspicuous. If you must go
through the business district when dressed for a party, be sure to wear a coat. Wear a hat
on the street. Often in college towns and small communities, you need not observe this
rule; but it is well to remember that a hatless girl is more conspicuous than one properly
hatted."

News Worth Repeating
Picture Retakes. A photographer will be at LCS Nov 12, 8:00-10:00 on the stage for
retaking pictures. CLICK HERE to print a retake form. Please have your student bring a
change of clothes for after the pictures.

Concerts Postponed Until Spring. Due to Larimer County Health mask-mandate
directives, we are forced to postpone three concerts that have been scheduled for this Fall
and Winter. COVID numbers dropped dramatically last year in the Spring so our hunch is
that this year will be the same. Below are the concerts to be rescheduled.

Come see the Liberty Theatre Company's production of Arthur
Miller's The Crucible! Show dates include November 19, 20,
and 21. Get your tickets online here .
The Crucible is taught in high schools throughout the country,
and is generally regarded as a masterpiece of the American

theatre. It is suitable for all general audiences and children
aged 10 and over. Children under ten might be frightened by
certain scenes and thematic elements of the story. If it were a
movie, The Crucible would be rated “PG” or “PG-13” for strong
thematic elements.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2022-2023 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January.
Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your student to
the list.
Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community - staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register. We recommend you do not register using your smart phone or ipad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| November 18, 2021 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org

Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

