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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Aaron Copland Week at LCS.
Aaron Copland was one of the most important figures in
American music during the second quarter of the twentieth
century, both as a composer and as a spokesman who was
concerned about making Americans aware of the importance of
music. He won the Pulitzer Prize for music in 1945.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Fiddling With Tradition
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Everyone associated with our excellent school should become familiar with its history. It
explains so much about our institutional character and how Liberty traditions keep our
students on a path to academic success and virtuous maturity.
Today’s Liberty Common Sense edition
launches the first in an annual series of columns
recounting the school’s history. Such traditions
are important.
Particularly for children, celebrating successful
accomplishments of those who went before
eases trepidation and turns anxious transitions
into cheerful milestones. The best of these
milestones should be well marked by excellent
traditions.
Tevye, the main character in the musical Fiddler
On The Roof, puts it this way, “You may ask,
‘Why do we stay up there (on a roof like a
fiddler) if it’s so dangerous?’ Well, we stay
because Anatevka is our home. And how do we
keep our balance? That I can tell you in one
word: tradition!”
Tevye goes on, “You may ask, ‘How did this
tradition get started?’ I’ll tell you! I don’t
know. But it’s a tradition… and because of
traditions… every one of us knows who he is
and what God expects him to do.”
Liberty’s history, and its traditions, should be understood, embraced, and celebrated
boldly. After 24 years, we’ve charted quite a revolutionary expedition. Our traditions do
indeed help everyone maintain balance along our institutional and lifelong journeys.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Grandparents Day Fast Approaching. Student, parents, grandparents: Please make
sure grandparents of LCS students have Tuesday, 23 November on their calendars. Plans
for Grandparents Day 2021 entail a virtual format.  All grandparents will be able to connect
with their grandkid’s classrooms and get a direct glimpse into how grand-scholars spend
their schooldays, what they’re learning, and whose guiding them along their academic
journey. Note the timeframes for teleconference interaction: Elementary-school
presentations (grades k-6) begin at 9:00AM. High-school presentations (grades 7-12)
begins at 12:00PM. Links to the Zoom events can be accessed by visiting our
website, libertycommon.org, and clicking on the Grandparents Day event at the top of

the page.

School Open As Planned. The Poudre School District has announced plans to close its
schools on Monday November 22nd and Tuesday the 23rd due to its inability to supply
sufficient classroom instructors leading up to Thanksgiving. Please know Liberty Common
School’s instructional capacity is unaffected by this announcement. Both of our campuses
will be open on these days as planned, and will maintain the school’s existing published
instructional calendar. If there are any questions, please feel free to reach out to the
school’s administration.”

Festival of Ideas Video. The Festival of Ideas videos are now posted on YouTube for
your enjoyment. Make sure to take notes on the presentation by our keynote speaker, Mr.
Jonathan Gregg of Hillsdale College, on Annie Dillard. Then, savor the conversation
between our keynote and four of our top-notch speakers from this year's festival: Mr.
Jared Dybzinski, Mr. Trent Kramer (Headmaster Ascent Classical Academy), and Mrs.
Tracy Nichols.

Elementary School Calendar
November 18 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis
November 23 | Grandparent's Day | Elementary 9:00-10:15 | High School
12:00-1:20 | via Teleconference.
November 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL.
November 29 | Character Assembly.
December 2 | 6th-Grade Parent Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
December 2-4 | JH Musical | Thu 7:00PM, Fri 7:00PM, Sat 2:00PM & 7:00PM

LCS Performance Hall.
December 6 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
December 10 | Free-Dress Day.
December 13 | Character Assembly
December 16 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
December 17 | 2nd Quarter Ends.
December 20- 31 | Christmas Break, No School.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Display of Citizenship. Congratulations to LCS students who participated in this year's
canned-food drive. We collected 7,710 cans - nearly 4 tons of food for the House of
Neighborly Services. The results far exceeded those needed to earn a school-wide freedress day which students enjoyed today. Students will also be receiving a special treat in
the near future for reaching the goal of 4,042 cans. Special kudos to Mrs. Galeener's
class for collecting 803 cans and earning an extra recess, and to Mrs. Jurgen's class for
collecting a whopping 1,048 cans. Those efforts earned that class a doughnut party.

Vision And Hearing 2021. LCS School nurse Mrs. Dybzinski thanks the following people
for all their help in another successful vision and hearing screening: Melissa Miller, health
tech, Dr. Erinn Jimmerson UNC audiologist, UNC audiology students, and parent
volunteers: Kelli Carter, Ben Morgan, Yvonne Holmes, Erika Yoder, Valerie Schroder,
Angela Bungert, Peter Huisman. If your student was screened and did not pass, you will
receive a referral in the mail. If you do not receive anything from us, this means they
passed. If you have any questions or would like confirmation, please email Mrs.
Dybzinski.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. The school has confirmed two new cases of COVID-19 at the high-school
campus, one student and one staff member, and two new cases at the elementary-school
campus. Parents and guardians of individual students determined to have been in
possible contact with the ill person(s) will be contacted by the Liberty Common
School Administration, or Larimer County Department of Health & Environment as
appropriate.
Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

How Did We Get Here?
Part One of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history important for all to know. There were many
hardships and roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders persevered to make
our school what it is today, but it wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best charter schools in Colorado.
For the next five weeks, we will run "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr. Maureen Schaffer,
Mrs. Michelle Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a
superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as
we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts by our
Founders to get where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we
have the top elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common School
By Dr. Maureen Schaffer (Founding Parent)
Liberty Common Elementary School first opened
its doors in September of 1997, but the story of
The Liberty Common School dates back much
further.
In the early 1990s, true educational choice was
non-existent in Poudre School District. Parents
without resources for private school sent their
children to neighborhood schools. Nebulous
curricula were largely determined by individual classroom teachers, leading to gaps and
repetition in student learning. Dissatisfied, small groups of parents began to read,
research, and meet throughout PSD in search of better options.
One young couple, with a seemingly insatiable interest in education issues, emerged with
a solution. After months of research, Dr. Randy Everett and his wife, Ruth Ann, identified
several fundamental elements they believed most parents desired in their children’s
schooling:
Parental choice in education
A core curriculum of specific content knowledge
Solid, content-driven skill instruction
Teaching the values of a democratic society
School-based management
Randy and Ruth Ann took their message on the road, placing
advertisements in the local paper, and speaking in living rooms
and meeting halls throughout the county. Soon, hundreds of
parents had joined the cause.
In the spring of 1993, Dr. Everett submitted a proposal to the
PSD Board of Education to establish an Elementary School of
Choice organized around the Core Knowledge Sequence. The
educational community fought the proposal with gusto. District
teachers testified before the school board, pronouncing the Core
Knowledge Sequence too difficult to teach or learn. In spite of
this strong opposition, the school board approved the request,
and the Washington Core Knowledge School opened with 125 students that fall. This
progressive episode in PSD’s history is documented on pages 62-63 of The Schools We
Need by E.D. Hirsch.
Washington Core Knowledge School flourished. Parents painted the run-down school

building and gathered curriculum resources. Courageous teachers joined the team, and
students began to outperform their peers at neighborhood schools. In two years,
enrollment had nearly doubled, and the waiting list numbered in the hundreds.
To meet this high demand, the school board allowed Washington Core to further increase
enrollment and move into a portion of the old Fort Collins High School building. In a
monumental construction effort led by parent volunteer Carol Christ, the high school
building was converted to an elementary school over the summer of 1995. Things were
going well for Washington Core, or so it seemed.
The school district notified Washington Core that its two-year pilot program had
ended. Faculty would now be determined by the district, rather than the school’s parent
board. Sadly, the district immediately fired two teachers, replacing them with “tenured
excess” teachers from within PSD.
The founding parents were dismayed. How could the school retain its integrity, if PSD
brought in teachers who were not committed to the school’s curriculum? Fortunately, the
Colorado legislature had provided an answer – the Charter Schools Act.
TO BE CONTINUED….

Every Family A Donor
Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
November-December: End-of-Year Giving Campaign.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Alumni Update from Mady Allen LCHS ’16, Now
Launching Her New Insurance Career.

If you need insurance, we know the perfect new agent. LCHS alumna Mady Allen (LCHS
Class of 2016) graduated, this year, from Colorado State University in Fort Collins, CO,
and promptly launched a career in the insurance industry.
The nearby photo depicts Mady and her mom LCS 6th-grade instructor Mrs. Jenna Allen
celebrating Mady’s CSU Graduation Day. The accompanying note she sent to
Headmaster Schaffer makes for an excellent Alumni Update.
“Good afternoon Mr. Schaffer! I am writing to you sitting in my new office at Allstate
Insurance!! I recently graduated from Colorado State University with my Bachelors in
communications and a minor in history.

“The feeling of finally graduating college is unmatched. I just recently acquired my
insurance license and I am so excited to grow in this new skill and work environment.
“I feel blessed to have been able to get an education from Liberty! It has served me well in
life so far, even in ways that I have not been able to see.
“I need to come visit soon! And if you or anyone you know needs anything insurance-wise,
you know who to call! I am at the Corey Voggesser Agency in Loveland off of Garfield!
“I hope this finds you well and in good health. Thankful for you and all you have done!
“Sincerely,
Mady Allen (Class of 2016)”
Go Rams!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.
Why Do Liberty Students Do So Much Reading?
By: Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Founder
Most American schools dedicate several hours each week to
“literacy.” A majority of time is spent teaching children the
fundamentals of reading strategies, such as making inferences, predicting, classifying, and
“looking for the main idea.” The purpose of these exercises is to bolster test scores,
independent of real knowledge. In contrast, Liberty… (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 157. Visiting. It is a bad habit for boys to collect
in front of a pool-hall and comment on passers by. Girls
are not expected to notice such a group, to see if some
friend is there. Girls need not speak to a boy lounging
before a pool-hall or smoke-shop.
“Girls should avoid long visits with boys on the street.
”If a boy wishes to speak to a girl, he raises his hat and asks if he may walk with her. By
doing this, they may visit without attracting the attention of other people on the street.
“Boys, do not rough-house on the street. Reserve your gymnastics for other times and
places." (to be continued).

News Worth Repeating

Parking Reminder. We encourage all families to carpool and drop off and pick up using
the carpool lines (they move quicker than you think). If you do need to park, please park in
the designated areas only and walk your child into the school. Please do not drop students
off in the parking lots. Please park and escort them from and to your car.
Please also abide by the signs we have placed around the school driveways. Please do
not turn left when leaving the back drop-off and pick-up area. This holds up traffic. Please
only turn right when entering Midpoint Drive from the back area.

Toys For Tots. Toys for Tots is a program run by the United States Marine Corps
Reserve which distributes toys to children whose parents cannot afford to buy them gifts
for Christmas. Founded in 1947, this local charity continues to bless families all over
Northern Colorado. Our very own Liberty parent Deb Cross works with Toys for Tots to
collect donations from all over the community. This year, the Connie Behr Memorial
Library will have a Toys for Tots bin to collect brand-new toys or books. Please consider
dropping your items off to the bin in the library.

6th-Grade Parents Night. Class of 2028 parents, please join us for 6th-Grade Parents
Night on Thursday, December 2 at 6:30PM, in the Liberty Common High School Great
Hall. High-school administrators and student leaders will share important information
regarding the transition from Liberty Common Elementary School to Liberty Common
Junior High. This will be a good opportunity to get questions answered regarding the
opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of the junior high. Students are welcome to
attend, but this night is primarily designed for parents. 6th-Grade Day, on March 11, will be
geared toward the students themselves. More information on that day will be forthcoming.

Student Mental-Health Help. The State of Colorado is making free mental-health
services available to assist parents seeking help for their children. If interested, visit the
I Matter platform to take a confidential online survey and schedule sessions with a
licensed behavioral health clinician. All Colorado youth ages 18 or younger (or up to 21 if
receiving special-education services) are eligible.

Concerts Postponed Until Spring. Due to Larimer County Health mask-mandate
directives, we are forced to postpone three concerts that have been scheduled for this Fall
and Winter. COVID numbers dropped dramatically last year in the Spring so our hunch is
that this year will be the same. Below are the concerts to be rescheduled.

School Play. Come see the Liberty Theatre Company's
production of Arthur Miller's The Crucible! Show dates include
November 19, 20, and 21. Get your tickets online here .
The Crucible is taught in high schools throughout the country,
and is generally regarded as a masterpiece of the American
theatre. It is suitable for all general audiences and children
aged 10 and over. Children under ten might be frightened by
certain scenes and thematic elements of the story. If it were a
movie, The Crucible would be rated “PG” or “PG-13” for strong
thematic elements.

Substitute Teachers/TAs Needed. The elementary school has had very low responses to
requests for substitute teachers resulting in some classes going without TA support. If you
are interested in subbing for Liberty Common School, please email the
school’s operations department. If you know of a good candidate outside the LCS
community, please pass this information along. Thank you.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2022-2023 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January.
Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your student to
the list.
Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| November 18, 2021 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School

1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

