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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Hamlet Week at LCS.
Next week is Hamlet week at LCS. Written between 1599 and
1601, Hamlet is widely regarded as Shakespeare's greatest play.
It is a story of murder, revenge, infidelity, and philosophical
contemplation. Adapted from a Norse tale in which a young prince
feigns madness in order to exact the vengeance demanded for
his slain kin, Shakespeare's Hamlet trades the bloody scheming
of a resolute hero for the introspective temperament of a studious

young prince. The result is a fascinating series of moral vacillations delivered amidst some
of literature's most insightful reflections on death and the weight of human action. And, of
course, everybody dies.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Strolling Along Liberty’s Agora
By: Bob Schaffer, LCS Headmaster
In his book The Devil Knows Latin: Why America Needs the
Classical Tradition, University of Colorado’s Associate
Professor of Classics E. Christian Kopff makes an articulate
case for educating in the classical tradition starting with Latin
and Greek language.
Kopff dissects the desires of the American Founding Fathers,
especially Thomas Jefferson, to build an American
government atop classical culture, affirming the notion that
“the traditions of liberty and individualism can be kept alive
only by those who have worked hard to assimilate those
traditions, which are originally Latin and Greek.”
It’s hard to improve upon the sublime image of Aristotle
strolling along the Agora lecturing Greek students. In Greek
life, the Agora became an essential center of political and
intellectual refinement.
It’s where people gathered to learn, to talk, to debate, to
perfect language and ideas, and to achieve common
understanding. In fact, to neglect one’s responsibilities by
not vigorously participating in these public traditions was
regarded as disgraceful.
I am hopeful our students come to appreciate the highquality discourse Liberty Common School deploys in its
Agora-inspired lessons and traditions. I hope they might
practice and develop confidence in these kinds of settings.
Rampant decay in modern civil discourse, and the
plummeting decline in general government-owned
schooling elevate the need for civility in the public square
more than ever. Our veneration of the Agora is a powerful classical remedy to the moral
and social degeneration plaguing entire generations of Americans.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
PSD Superintendent Visited LCS. Poudre School District Board President Christophe
Febvre and PSD Superintendent Brian Kingsley visited the Liberty Common Elementary
campus, and the Liberty Common High School campus this week. On Tuesday, Kingsley
and Febvre took in a tour led by Principal Casey Churchill of the elementary-school

campus. After the elementary tour, Kingsley joined Principal Torgun Lovely on a tour led
by high-school student leaders Noah Boehner, Sydney Reinke, and Amelia
Macy. Nearby photos depict the tours.

Tuesday is Election Day. There are lots of political contests, and questions impacting
charter schools appearing on this year’s ballot. Please return your pro-charter-school
ballots by 7:00PM on Election Day, Tuesday 2 November 2021. For information about
ballot drop-off sites, and voting locations in Larimer County CLICK HERE. If you live in
Weld County – CLICK HERE. Other questions – ASK THE HEADMASTER. Please
discern your options with a special sensitivity to the wellbeing of charter schools; and vote
accordingly.

Come see the Liberty Theatre Company's production of Arthur
Miller's The Crucible! Show dates include November 19, 20, and
21. Get your tickets online here .
The Crucible is taught in high schools throughout the country,
and is generally regarded as a masterpiece of the American
theatre. It is suitable for all general audiences and children
aged 10 and over. Children under ten might be frightened by
certain scenes and thematic elements of the story. If it were a
movie, The Crucible would be rated “PG” or “PG-13” for strong
thematic elements.

Elementary School Calendar
October 29 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
November 1-5 | Canned-Food Drive.
November 2 | Election Day | Local school-board seats, ballot questions.
November 8 | 3rd-Grade Concert, 5:30 p.m. | 4th-Grade Concert, 6:30 p.m. Please see
announcement below.
November 12 | Hearing/Vision Screening
November 12 | Picture Retakes
November 18 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis
November 23 | Grandparent's Day | Elementary 9:00-10:15 | High School 12:00-1:20 |
via Teleconference.
November 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Canned-Food Drive. This year's canned-food drive will be happening November 1st November 5th. Bring in canned and boxed non-perishable food items to benefit the House
of Neighborly Services. Donations will be accepted until noon on November 5th. Please
remember, expired cans/food and dented cans cannot be accepted. They will be thrown
out and will not count toward the class total.

Concerts Postponed Until Spring. Due to Larimer County Health mask mandate
directives, we are forced to postpone three concerts that have been scheduled for this Fall
and Winter. COVID numbers dropped dramatically last year in the Spring so our hunch is
that this year will be the same. Below are the concerts to be rescheduled.

Picture Retakes. A photographer will be at LCS Nov 12, 8:00-10:00 on the stage for
retaking pictures. CLICK HERE to print a retake form. Please have your student bring a
change of clothes for after the pictures.

Last Chance for K-2 Odyssey of the Mind. We have
almost enough interest for a K-2 Odyssey of the Mind
team at Liberty. We just need two or three more
students interested in joining. But most of all, we need a
parent to volunteer as the coach. In prior communications,
we failed to include kindergarten. This time we're reaching
out specifically to all K-2 students for interest in a team
that would cater specifically to this age group. If you would
be interested in this fun opportunity please reach out to Mr.
Churchill or Nathan Peirce. If we get a coach and one or two more students, we'll do a
kick-off meeting and ensure you are successful.
Please check out this informational presentation: The K-2 problem this year involves
building a vehicle and promises to be a lot of fun. The problem is called Tri-Cycle
Transport and is explained on page 11 of the presentation.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. The school has confirmed one new case of COVID-19 at the high-school
campus and six new cases at the elementary-school campus. Parents and guardians of
individual students determined to have been in possible contact with the ill person(s) will
be contacted by the Liberty Common School Administration, or Larimer County
Department of Health & Environment as appropriate.
Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

From Mr. Jason Mayer, LCHS

History Instructor

What Can A Peanut Farmer from Georgia Teach us about Giving?
By: Mr. Jason Mayer
Many of you reading this article today have very few or no memories whatsoever of the
Carter Presidency. I must confess to you that my memories of that time are nearly
nonexistent. Being a 5 year old kid when the Carter presidency ended, the only vague
memory I have of that time was of the yellow ribbons that were tied around all of the trees
in my hometown of Cheyenne. It was later in life that I learned those yellow ribbons were
to commemorate unspeakable tragedy in the Middle East.
And those of you reading this today who remember the late
1970s probably do not remember these times fondly. OPEC
embargoes caused the price of gasoline to spike, inflation and
unemployment were skyrocketing, the armies of the Soviet
Union menaced Afghanistan, and 52 American hostages were
languishing in captivity, having been abducted by students
during the Iranian revolution in 1979. And many of you reading
this may well not have appreciated president Carter’s
admonition to turn the thermostat down at night and put on a
sweater if you were cold so that the US could conserve its
energy resources. You might remember his famous television
speech when it seemed that he was saying that Americans
were obsessed with material comfort and lacked the confidence
to solve the problems that were vexing American society. To many his remarks seemed
out of touch and callous, particularly in a time of economic hardship.
And those of you reading this today who remember the late 1970s probably do not
remember these times fondly. OPEC embargoes caused the price of gasoline to spike,
inflation and unemployment were skyrocketing, the armies of the Soviet Union menaced
Afghanistan, and 52 American hostages were languishing in captivity, having been
abducted by students during the Iranian revolution in 1979. And many of you reading this
may well not have appreciated president Carter’s admonition to turn the thermostat down
at night and put on a sweater if you were cold so that the US could conserve its energy
resources. You might remember his famous television speech when it seemed that he was
saying that Americans were obsessed with material comfort and lacked the confidence to
solve the problems that were vexing American society. To many his remarks seemed out
of touch and callous, particularly in a time of economic hardship.
Jimmy Carter may well be the most significant humanitarian of the second half of the 20 th
century. His impulse to help others stems all the way from his upbringing. During the
height of the Great Depression and despite the economic hardship faced by his family, he
and his mother handed out fried chicken and sandwiches to unemployed farmers who
were in the area. Also, he handed out glasses of lemonade to inmates working on a chain
gain in the area next to their Georgia farm. “The next time we had some of the vagrant
visitors, Mama asked why they had stopped at our house and not the others,” Carter
recalls. “After some hesitation, one of them said, ‘Ma’am, we have a set of symbols that
we use, to show the attitude of each family along the road. The post on your mailbox is
marked to say that you don’t turn people away or mistreat us.’ After they were gone, we
went out and found some unobtrusive scratches; Mama told us not to change them.” (3)
Eight decades later, the same spirit of service animates Jimmy Carter. Shortly after
withdrawing from public life, Jimmy Carter started the Carter Center Foundation in
conjunction with Emory University in Atlanta. The initial aim of this program was to

subsidize medical research, much of the initial work going into the eradication of the
Guinea worm, a parasite that in the early 1980s afflicted 3.5 million people in Africa
(2). Over time, the Carter Center devoted attention to other medical maladies (river
blindness and trachoma), to mediating disputes in nations such as Haiti and North Korea,
and to monitoring elections in nations undergoing political turmoil (2). All told, the Carter
Center has been active in well over 100 nations and has facilitated the near eradication of
these tropical diseases (only 27 reported Guinea Worm cases were reported in 2009. It is
because of these efforts that he received the Nobel Peace prize in 2002)
Though the volume of his philanthropic
activity is impressive, what is even more
worthy of consideration by our community
here at Liberty is the spirit which underlays
his charitable activities.
Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalynn do not
do this charity for any financial gain or
because it will accrue them status. The
Carters, who until very recently spent about a
third of the year travelling with the Carter
foundation, received no pay from the
organization. In an interview with Beverly Keel in 2004, Carter remarked “Lately it’s been
popular for the former presidents to go into the lecture circuit and make a lot of money,
and I don’t object to that, but it doesn’t appeal to me,” Carter says. It is important to note
that much of this charity took place in areas far beyond where the American media can
reach (1).
Former President Carter is sustained spiritually by his charitable works. In large measure
it was because of the gratitude it engendered. From the previously mentioned
interview: “We searched around for a new role for a former president to play, and that is
basically trying to promote peace, freedom, democracy and human rights, and alleviate
suffering in the poorest countries in the world. It’s exciting to see how much they need our
help, and respond to it and appreciate it.” (1). Carter goes on to say “It wasn’t a matter of
taking a hard road instead of an easy road,” he says of his work. “The things that we do
now, I don’t consider them to be a sacrifice at all. Although we go to poor countries and
see people suffering from horrible diseases, it’s a blessing for us to participate in
improving their lives in some way.”(2).
President Carter’s philanthropy gave him a
profound understanding of a shared
humanity. Carter mentioned how his
experiences in Africa mirrored his
experiences growing up in Georgia “The
more afflicted a community is with a disease
like the Guinea worm, the more they help
each other,” he says. “That used to be the
case when I was in Plains. We used to have
polio epidemics and hookworm plagues that
would permeate every family in Plains. That
is what brought the people in Plains together.
If someone was sick, everybody knew about it and tried to figure out, ‘What can I do to
help them? We are all in the same boat.” (2). Carter seems to understand that his own
personal experiences were similar to those who lived a world away and that his own
personal experiences could be a potential solution to the problems faced by a community
half a world away.
As we move into the holiday season, we would do well to take a moment to consider the
example of former President Carter and his foundation. Despite suffering a landslide
electoral defeat in 1980, former President Carter refused to wallow in self pity and instead
founded a humanitarian organization which eliminated untold amounts of human suffering
and promoted freedom all over the world. Despite suffering from cancer and a head injury
in 2018, he continued with his philanthropy, volunteering on worksites in the Nashville
area mere weeks after his chemotherapy treatments. And he did so not because it would

bring him wealth and status, rather he did so because he recognized the blessings of
charity. He recognizes that charity, far from being an arduous sacrifice, can nourish the
spirit. He knows that charity builds durable community ties. And he knows that acts of
charity potentially allows for the solution to many if not all universal challenges as it
engenders collaboration and a sense of shared purpose.
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Alumni Update from Kyla Gefre LCHS ’20 Now
Attending Front Range Community College, in
Fort Collins, Colorado.

We found her in the stands of the LCHS Colosseum recently cheering on her sister
Brooklyn Gefre on the volleyball court. Alumna Kyla Gefre, LCHS Class of 2020 was
herself quite a volleyball standout, a thrilling playmaker, and a key leader on the court.
Today, Kyla attends Front Range Community College and is working toward a medicalassistant certification. She describes the curriculum and coursework she’s tackling as
challenging but definitely manageable. “It’s not that difficult, really,” she said.
She’s excited to get started with her clinical coursework which starts next semester. That
will lead to acquiring some practical medical-assisting experience in the near term with
which Kyla wants to work toward a degree in nursing or going to medical school.
Front Range is a good option to save money, and building in flexible course schedules,
she said. So far, the most difficult class she’s encountered was chemistry taken at
Colorado State University. She also took a neuroscience class found to be fascinating,
and which she really enjoyed.
In her free time, Kyla enjoys hanging out in the great outdoors – literally. She enjoys
hammocking with friends, and hiking. She stays in touch with some LCHS alumni. For
example, she frequently plays sand volleyball with Harper Minton, Matt Cullis, and Ryan
Weaver-Bidwell, among others.
Thinking back on her time in high school, a few LCHS instructors really stand out for Kyla
especially Mr. Jeremy Tullius, Mrs. Megan Salazar, and Mr. Rex Seiple. “Those are my
top ones,” she said.
Still, her volleyball glory days stand out has her most vivid high-school moments. “I loved
the wins, and the teammates, and the camaraderie,” Kyla recalled. “Those were some of

the best friendships, and the happiest times for me.”
Kyla’s advice to current Liberty students applies to athletics, academics, and general
student life. “Do your best. Just tuff it out,” she said. “Work your hardest even if you’re not
getting straight-As. Do your best to get the most out of school.”
Kyla said Liberty offers value for all students. They just need to pursue it. “There are lots
of great opportunities here for every student,” she said.
Go Wolves!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Every Family A Donor
How to Give to Liberty. To see current giving
opportunities at Liberty Common School, you can
always visit giving.libertycommon.org. There you
can donate toward current crowdfunding campaigns,
the General Fund, the Mariya Garland Scholarship
fund, and more.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
November-December: End-of-Year Giving Campaign.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Winter Sports Registration and Picture Day. A reminder that registration for all highschool winter sports is now open. These seasons will officially begin on Monday,
November 15th, and each sport has optional activities happening before the season starts.
Please follow the directions HERE in order to register as soon as possible.
Picture day for Women’s Swimming and Senior Banners will take place on Wednesday,
November 3rd. Pictures for Men’s and Women’s Basketball will be on Wednesday,
November 17th. This is really early, because we are looking to make a few changes and
hopefully get people excited about supporting our teams. Coaches will provide jerseys and
information to registered athletes prior to picture day. We hope to hang a banner of all
seniors participating in Liberty Common Sports in the Colosseum. If you are interested
in having your student participate in the senior banners, please fill out the Google
Form HERE.
Women’s Basketball: Coach Jake Guzman, jguzman@libertycommon.org
Men’s Basketball: Coach Malik Brooks, mbrooks@libertycommon.org
Women’s Swimming: Coach Rob Huey, rhuey@libertycommon.org

Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions regarding sports at
Liberty Common, or visit lceagles.com for the most up to date information.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.
No Substitute for Knowledge
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
As students gear up for college tests, here is one big thing to
keep in mind: There is no substitute for knowledge.
The ability to complete college-level work is fundamentally what college-readiness
assessments like the SAT, ACT, and other similar tests attempt to measure. High scores
logically reflect the test taker’s preparation throughout primary ... (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 155. Escort. If a boy walks with a girl, he walks
on the outside, that is, the side nearest the street. In
crossing to the other side of the street, he may have to
change sides, going behind the girl. If a boy walks with two
girls, he walks on the outside, not between the two.
"Boys, never hang onto a girl’s arm, like a rustic in the comic pictures. In crossing the
street, you may place your hand under the girl’s elbow, if this help is needed.
"Girls need not take a boy’s arm unless the walk is slippery, or unless there is a real need
for support."

News Worth Repeating
Honor Our Servicemen and Servicewomen.
Every November, for Veterans Day, we honor men
and women veterans, and those that are currently
serving our country with a display of thanks. To
make our bulletin board a great presentation of
respect and appreciation, we are needing pictures
of Soldiers, Seamen, Marines, and Airmen. Please
bring any photos of servicemen or servicewomen to
the office. Photos can also be sent via email to
jronen@libertycommon.org. Include their name,
where they served or are currently serving, and their
relationship to Liberty Common student(s). Photos
will be accepted until November 1st, and will be
returned if requested. Thank you.

Grandparents Day 2021 Virtual
Edition. Mark your calendars now

for Tuesday, November 23, 2021. All
grandparents of Liberty Common
School students will be able to
connect with the school to get a
sneak peak into a day in the life of
their grandkids’ school day. This
year, grandparents will be able to
join their grandchildren’s actual
classrooms virtually, online, and
from the comfort of their homes.
Watch future editions of the Liberty
Common Sense for more details to
come.

Ballots Arriving In Mail. Mail-in ballots began arriving in the postal mailboxes of local
voters last week. Residents of the Poudre School District will elect public-servant
representatives to serve on the PSD school board. These are very important positions and
crucial to the future of our school. Liberty parents ought to help elect candidates who are
committed to the wellbeing of all public-school students, including those who attend
charter-public schools. Mail-in ballots will determine the outcome of the contests on
Election Day which is Tue 2 Nov 2021. If you haven’t yet received yours, or to track your
ballot, or obtain one CLICK HERE. Candidate backgrounds, viewpoints, and credentials
are typically displayed at their official campaign websites, which we urge voters to access
independently. For more information about the election including candidate
information, CLICK HERE to view PSD’s election-info webpage.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student
currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the
2022-2023 School Year, please make sure they are on the Sibling
List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January. Please
contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your
student to the list.

STEM Opportunity. The CSU Mechanical Engineering Department is hosting various
events throughout the fall. This opportunity is for girls in 6th - 8th grade interested in
engineering. Please CLICK HERE to register for the event. CLICK HERE for more
information.

Substitute Teachers Needed. Over the past week, the elementary school has had very
low responses to requests for substitutes resulting in some classes going without TA
support. We are eager to expand our substitute list. If you are interested in subbing for
Liberty Common School please email the operations department.
Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community - staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register. We recommend you do not register using your smart phone or ipad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions

Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| October 28 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

