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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is George Wythe Week at LCS.
George Wythe is a Founding Father and one of America’s founding
teachers. He was Virginia’s foremost classical scholar, teacher
of Thomas Jefferson, Virginia Dean of Lawyers, and the nation’s first
college law professor, among many other positions of significance.
George Wythe's signature is first among the Virginia signatures on the
Declaration of Independence. He was so highly respected by his
fellow Virginians that the other delegates left a space so that his

signature would appear first, as he was absent from the meeting the day they signed the
document. It does not appear that John Hancock got the memo.
Jefferson learned the law from Wythe; and, in a manner of speaking, Wythe's signature on
the Declaration was a teacher's endorsement of his pupil's finest brief. Among Wythe's
other law pupils were John Marshall, perhaps the greatest chief justice of the United
States, and Henry Clay, who was arguably the most significant Member of Congress in
the 19th century.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Messengers From A Distant Time
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Thanks to a determined group of students, the annual LCS Grandparents Day will be
happening this year. LCHS junior Ms. Logan Haugestuen, the House System’s
Community Outreach Officer, and her intrepid team will continue the vision to carry out
Grandparents-Day.
See future Liberty Common Sense editions for instructions about accessing the event. Big
thanks, also, to the LCS faculty and administration, and even now loving in ways to
preserve this special occasion.
Grandchildren are messengers
sent into a distant time by their
grandparents. A child’s
understanding of family, faith,
morality, and honor extend from
the people who trained up her
parents. In just a decade, or two,
she will be passing along the most
important of life’s messages
through her own children,
ultimately to her children’s
children.
Our school honors, and reveres
these most profound lessons
because they most directly
determine the fiber of a student’s virtue, happiness, and being. Tuesday, November 23rd
is an important occasion for Liberty Common School to demonstrate respect for family,
and to express thankfulness for all the grandparents who support their grandchildren’s
education through our revolutionary charter-school institution.
The tradition doubles as an excellent kickoff to the country’s sacred Thanksgiving holiday,
too – a grand time for all Americans to acknowledge the bountiful blessings of Divine
Providence; and to celebrate family traditions. Traditions such as these sustain crucial
lessons – timeless messages – of truth, beauty, goodness, and perfection passed forward
to our time by thoughtful ancestors whose love for us never dies.

All-School Newsworthy Notices

Desk Mask Update:
Liberty Common School is committed to delivering
high-quality curriculum, in person and uninterrupted.
The LCS board of directors and school leadership
operate with fiscal responsibility and prudent
compliance with all state and federal laws.
As mask mandates were being discussed during the
summer of 2020, Tom Gonzales and Katie
O’Donnell, agents of the Larimer County Department
of Health and Environment, gave explicit approval for Liberty’s use of desk masks as a
means of compliance with state mask mandates. With their approval secured, Liberty
purchased polycarbonate desk masks for every desk, at a cost of more than $100,000.
While costly, the desk masks enabled students and teachers to see each other’s faces
and interact almost as they did pre-pandemic.
This month, Mr. Tom Gonzales reneged on his approval of desk masks, without explaining
why he changed his mind, or which circumstances changed since Liberty made the
$100,000+ investment in the compliance strategy. No federal or state law prohibits desk
masks as a mask-mandate compliance strategy.
Mr. Gonzales’s changed opinion not only means Liberty’s large financial investment was
wasted; it also means Liberty students will now be forced to wear face coverings while
interacting with teachers and for a minimum of six hours per school day. Students without
a medical exemption must wear facial masks at all times when indoors and are only
allowed to remove them when eating lunch or playing outside. We will leave the
elementary desk masks in place for now, but may remove them in the coming weeks. At
this time, there are no plans in place for the high school to reinstall the desk masks.
Liberty Common Administration

Staff CPR Certifications. Congratulations to the latest round of staff members and
coaches who received their American Red Cross Adult and Pediatric CPR/First Aid/AED
certifications Tuesday evening: Sandy Stoltzfus, Peter Cecil, Rachel Hickman, Justin
Matthews, Julie Russell, Jennifer Brown, Robert Robinson, Joe Zupancic, Chris
Reynolds, Iris McCormick, Cassie Michaelsen, Tara Greenacre, and Trisha
Wadsworth. This last training has increased the number of our staff certifications to forty.
We’re thankful for all who volunteer annually to take hours of training, which they do out of
love for our students, coworkers, and visitors.

Elementary School Calendar
October 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL.
October 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.
October 29 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
November 1-5 | Canned Food Drive.
November 2 | Election Day | Local school-board seats, ballot questions.
November 8 | 3rd Grade Concert, 5:30 p.m. | 4th Grade Concert, 6:30 p.m.
November 12 | Hearing/Vision Screening
November 18 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis
November 23 | Grandparent's Day | Elementary 9:00-10:15 | High School 12:00-1:20 |
via Teleconference.

November 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

Canned-Food Drive. This year's canned-food drive will be happening November 1st November 5th. Bring in canned and boxed non-perishable food items to benefit the House
of Neighborly Services. Donations will be accepted until noon on November 5th. Please
remember, expired cans/food and dented cans cannot be accepted. They will be thrown
out and will not count toward the class total.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. The school has confirmed one new case of COVID-19 at the high-school
campus and four new cases at the elementary-school campus. Parents and guardians of
individual students determined to have been in possible contact with the ill person(s) will
be contacted by the Liberty Common School Administration, or Larimer County
Department of Health & Environment as appropriate.
Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

From Mr. Rick Wrona, Liberty
Common Chief Operating Officer

The Hot Gates and the Value of a Righteous Loss
By: Rick Wrona
Students of a classically-oriented school have at least a passing familiarity with one of the
most renowned battlefield losses in ancient history. In 480 BC, after seven days of battle
at a place known then and now as Thermopylae, 300 warriors of Sparta, accompanied by
a few thousand allies from other Greek city-states, were annihilated by hordes of the
authoritarian Persian empire, which were said to outnumber the Greeks more than
twentyfold. The Persians had invaded the Greek peninsula to bring the city-states under
imperial control. The Greeks had been slow to recognize the gravity and immediacy of the
threat, and even slower in crafting a coordinated response. Regardless, “The 300”
marched to battle with the intent of giving the citizens of Attica and the Peloponnese
enough time to rally, meet the Persian foe with a sufficient counter-force, and convey to
the autocrat Xerxes that Greeks preferred citizenry to imperial obeisance.
A few important lessons from the Spartan stand at
Thermopylae have lasted the test of time and seem
particularly relevant in our present-day.
First, the Spartans taking to the battlefield had no intention
of losing. Regardless of the odds, they planned to win.
Even a slight chink in their armor of resolve risked
succumbing to the phobos – the great fear, the mind-killer
– that guaranteed individual and organizational defeat.
Therefore, the Spartans went forward with ironclad determination. In his Histories,
Herodotus gives a brief insight into the steadfastness of Spartan will:
Although extraordinary valor was displayed by the entire corps of Spartans and
Thespians, yet bravest of all was declared the Spartan Dienekes. It is said that on the eve
of the battle, he was told by a native of Trachis that the Persian archers were so numerous
that, when they fired their volleys, the mass of arrows blocked out the sun. Dienekes,

however, quite undaunted by this prospect, remarked with a laugh, “Good. Then we’ll
have our battle in the shade.”
Second, a loss does not equal defeat. Although
succumbing to a losing mentality was anathema to the
Spartan character, the Greeks fighting at Thermopylae
also were not oblivious to the battle’s most likely outcome.
Remember, though, that the Spartan intent was not
necessarily to win, but to provide an example and time to
the city-states who had not yet taken to the field. The
author Steven Pressfield, in his outstanding fictional
account of Thermopylae, Gates of Fire, provides insight
into this distinction between loss and defeat when he crafts
what may have been a speech by the Spartan King
Leonidas on the battle’s last day:
If we had withdrawn from these Gates today, brothers, no matter what prodigies of valor
we had performed up till now, this battle would have been perceived as a defeat. A defeat
which would have confirmed for all Greece that which the enemy most wishes her to
believe: the futility of resistance to the Persian and his millions. If we had saved our skins
today, one by one the separate cities would have caved in behind us, until the whole of
Hellas had fallen.
Finally, Thermopylae made clear the conviction that there are things worth fighting for. The
Spartan stand was not one for material prosperity or gain. As other armies of other nations
faced at key points in history, the Spartans truly believed that they were all that stood
between a lifestyle and culture of independence, and a lifestyle and culture of subjugation.
Even when offered riches beyond imagination and pride-of-place in Emperor Xerxes' ranks
of warriors should they bend-the-knee, the Spartans disdainfully rejected such notions of
servitude. When enjoined to save Spartan lives by laying down his army’s weapons, King
Leonidas is said to have responded, “Come and take them.” Fast-forwarding to early
American history, John Stark, a ranger of the French and Indian War and, then, general of
the Revolutionary War, expressed a similar sentiment when commemorating the Battle of
Bennington with the following toast:
Live free or die. Death is not the worst of evils.

Alumni Update from Olivia Thero, LCHS ’19 now
attending Colorado School of Mines in Golden,
CO. (Previously ran 1.10.20)

She built her own dam, and gets to blow things up. College is exhilarating for Olivia Thero
LCHS ’19 who’s now igniting her second semester at Colorado School of Mines. “I’m in

love with Mines,” she declared.
The freshman civil-engineering major is also holding down a minor in explosives. “I like
hard science. I like labs,” she explained. “You get to blow stuff up – put the lab goggles on
and watch something blow up. It’s fun! It’s awesome!”
Eventually, Olivia wants to build bridges and tunnels. “I didn’t know what I wanted to do
when I was applying to college, but through that process, I figured it out,” she said. Thanks
to the help of LCHS College Counselor Mrs. Diane Campbell, Olivia’s proud to say she
believes she’s on the right academic path.
“(Mrs. Campbell) totally helped me find the right college, and the right major,” Olivia said. “I
love it. I’m starting to really, really like what I’m doing. It’s just perfect.”
In her first semester on the Golden, Colorado campus, Olivia devoured courses in Earth &
Environmental Sciences, Chemistry 1, calculus, and a design class where she got to build
her own dam. Starting this week, she’s launching into the next phase of physics,
Chemistry 2, Calculus 2, and engineering ethics.
She’s found the academic mother lode carrying a 3.8 GPA through first-year “washout”
classes typical of highly selective engineering schools. “You can tell there are waves of
students who are headed out just because they can’t keep up with the work,” she
said. “Either the school’s just not a good fit, and they realized too late; or, it’s just really
competitive.”
She’s humble, saying she’s grateful for some of the academic advantages acquired at her
high-school alma mater. “Liberty did a really good job of teaching me how to study,” she
explained. “I know how to keep my nose to the grindstone, go to the library, and just learn
how to do things. That was really good.”
Knowing to hang out with the right people is a crucial advantage, too. “I’ve made really
great friends (at Mines). Having support from the people I’ve met there helps,” she said.
“My sorority has test banks, study resources, and tutors.”
It helps that the campus culture at Mines is invigorating. “There’s an atmosphere – it’s a
community where we all realize we’re in this together,” she said. The new setting has a
familiar feel.
“Ninth hour (at LCHS) really taught me how to go to teachers and ask them for help, how
to be persistent. I think it’s just like college office hours. You learn how to go to teachers,
how to talk to them, how to present yourself in a way that’s valuable. You become friends
with them. It really helps you through the process of learning. You make friendships with
faculty, and they’re really willing to help you. If you make relationships with them,” Olivia
remarked, “you have the best support.”
Perhaps the most important thing learned at Liberty, she said, is “The grit – just learning to
dig down deep and just…doing it; realizing you have deadlines coming up, and learning
how to manage them.” So, what inspired such determination?
“I love Lovely,” Olivia said of LCHS principal and pre-calculus instructor Mr. Torgun
Lovely. “I miss him. He taught me to love math.” Thinking back on her days in Lovely’s
classroom, she reflected, “He loves math, and he exudes this positive energy. I remember
just sitting in class and thinking ‘I should be like that.’ He’s a big part of why I chose what I
want to do. He’s a great teacher.”
Olivia also misses LCHS Spanish instructor Mrs. Paulina Deitrick. “I love her; and I love
Mrs. Campbell, too. I Snapchat with her all the time about how things are going in college.”
Hindsight supplies clarity, and Olivia wants current Liberty students to know what she now
knows about both the value of our charter school, and the payoff of perseverance. She
promises, the strenuous journey through high school is a liberating key to college
success.
“I feel like I have a lot more free time in college. You do really have to put your nose to the

grindstone,” Olivia advised. “I’ve seen some people who don’t show up for class, and you
just need to show the persistence to go for your main thing. You have to show up. You get
to figure out exactly what you want to do, and you meet some people who are doing the
things you really love right along with you.”
For Olivia, fortitude is turning out to be a powerful virtue. “I look back and think fondly on
my education at Liberty. It’s hard, but you come out stronger because of it. I feel really
capable at Mines – capable of doing anything because I know that I know how to get
through this.”
When it comes to all Liberty students, Olivia explodes with similar confidence: “You can do
it!”
Go Orediggers!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Every Family A Donor
Contribute to Liberty While You Shop. Turn your everyday spending into a catalyst for
donations to Liberty Common School. Participate by signing up for one of many affiliate
programs offered by King Soopers, Amazon, and Box Tops for Education. When you
sign up for these programs, and spend money at these retail outlets, they donate a portion
of your purchase back to Liberty.

Drink Milk for Cash. Collect bottle caps from your dairy products
and drop them off at the elementary school campus. Then
Morning Fresh gives back to our school. Simple.

American Furniture Warehouse. Mention Liberty Common
School at the time of your purchase and a portion will be donated
back to our school.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
November-December: End-of-Year Giving Campaign.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)

Winter Sports Registration. Registration for all high school winter sports is now open.
These seasons will all begin on Monday, November 15th, and each sport has optional
activities happening before the season starts. Please follow the directions HERE in order
to register as soon as possible. Liberty Common offers basketball and swimming for the
winter season. Please contact athletics@libertycommon.org or the specific coach if you
have any questions:
Women’s Basketball: Coach Jake Guzman, jguzman@libertycommon.org
Men’s Basketball: Coach Malik Brooks, mbrooks@libertycommon.org
Women’s Swimming: Coach Rob Huey, rhuey@libertycommon.org

Eagle on the Court. Austin Wallick, a 9th grader at Liberty
Common, competed in the State Tennis Championships last
week as part of the No. 1 doubles team for Fort Collins, capping
off an impressive season. We love to see our athletes contribute
to success all over the city.

Mountain Biking Eagle. LCHS 11th grader Kade
Kreikemeier continues to represent Liberty by taking 2nd in
Varsity for the Platte Region at the Granby Ranch XC
mountain bike race. This weekend Kade will compete in the
State Championships in Durango, Colorado.

Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions regarding sports at
Liberty Common, or visit lceagles.com for the most up to date information.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.

Classical Liberalism
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Headmaster
Liberty Common High School’s classical curriculum consistently
delivers high-level conversation about timeless principles. These discussions, it is hoped,
will one day stir our graduates to… (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"

used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 154. Greetings. Boys, always raise your hats to
older people, to women, and to girls.
"If you meet a boy friend with a strange girl, you must raise
your hat. If you are with a girl always raise your hat
whenever she speaks to someone, remove your hat in an
elevator if a woman is present. This is especially desirable
if the elevator is in a hotel, apartment, house, or theater.
"If a boy is smoking, he takes the cigarette out of his mouth when he speaks to a girl. A
boy does not smoke when he is walking with a girl.
"Speak to your acquaintances when you meet them on the street. Speak to the older
people you know by saying “Good morning, Mrs. Lovell?”; or, “ How do you do, Mrs.
Lovell”. If older people are busy, and do not see you, it is unnecessary to force their
attention by speaking to them, but it is very thoughtless to avoid speaking to older people.”

News Worth Repeating
Grandparents Day 2021 Virtual
Edition. Mark your calendars now
for Tuesday, November 23, 2021. All
grandparents of Liberty Common
School students will be able to
connect with the school to get a
sneak peak into a day in the life of
their grandkids’ school day. This
year, grandparents will be able to
join their grandchildren’s actual
classrooms virtually, online, and
from the comfort of their homes.
Watch future editions of the Liberty
Common Sense for more details to
come.

Honor Our Servicemen and Servicewomen. Every
November, for Veterans Day, we honor men and
women veterans, and those that are currently
serving our country with a display of thanks. To
make our bulletin board a great presentation of
respect and appreciation, we are needing pictures of
Soldiers, Seamen, Marines, and Airmen. Please
bring any photos of servicemen or servicewomen to
the office. Photos can also be sent via email to
jronen@libertycommon.org. Include their name,
where they served or are currently serving, and their
relationship to Liberty Common student(s). Photos
will be accepted until November 1st, and will be
returned if requested. Thank you.

Hearing and Vision Help Needed. We are looking for vision-screening and hearingtesting volunteers on Friday, November 12 from approximately 7:30AM-3:00PM. Prior
experience is helpful, but not necessary. Must be able to stay for the whole time. Sign up
here or email Natalie Dybzinski with questions.
Ballots Arriving In Mail. Mail-in ballots began arriving in the postal mailboxes of local

voters last week. Residents of the Poudre School District will elect public-servant
representatives to serve on the PSD school board. These are very important positions and
crucial to the future of our school. Liberty parents ought to help elect candidates who are
committed to the wellbeing of all public-school students, including those who attend
charter-public schools. Mail-in ballots will determine the outcome of the contests on
Election Day which is Tue 2 Nov 2021. If you haven’t yet received yours, or to track your
ballot, or obtain one CLICK HERE. Candidate backgrounds, viewpoints, and credentials
are typically displayed at their official campaign websites, which we urge voters to access
independently. For more information about the election including candidate
information, CLICK HERE to view PSD’s election-info webpage.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student
currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the
2022-2023 School Year, please make sure they are on the Sibling
List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January. Please
contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your
student to the list.

STEM Opportunity. The CSU Mechanical Engineering Department is hosting various
events throughout the fall. This opportunity is for girls in 6th - 8th grade interested in
engineering. Please CLICK HERE to register for the event. CLICK HERE for more
information.

Substitute Teachers Needed. Over the past week, the elementary school has had very
low responses to requests for substitutes resulting in some classes going without TA
support. We are eager to expand our substitute list. If you are interested in subbing for
Liberty Common School please email the operations department.
Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community - staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register. We recommend you do not register using your smart phone or ipad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786

Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| October 28 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

