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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Oscar Wilde Week at LCS.
Next week is Oscar Wilde week at LCS. Oscar Wilde was an
Anglo-Irish playwright, novelist, poet, and critic. He is regarded as
one of the greatest playwrights of the Victorian Era. In his lifetime,
he wrote nine plays, one novel, and numerous poems, short stories,
and essays.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Gyving The Frontiers Of Ignorance
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Next Friday is Teacher/Parent Conferences Day. Throughout the week (just on Friday at
the high school), Liberty faculty and parents will convene hundreds of huddled
conferences. Parents and teachers only. No students allowed.
For students, there’s no school. Sleep in! Pajamas ‘til dinnertime! Few will have any clue
of the collusion occurring right under their noses.

Liberty Common School is a grand learning conspiracy dedicated to rolling back the
frontiers of ignorance, and foiling prevailing public-education trends toward
mediocrity. The annual parent-teacher conference day affords meeting face-to-face with
your kid’s teacher(s) to strategize about prudent learning.
The meetings reinforce Liberty’s underlying premise – the crucial imperative for highquality education: It is the right and responsibility of parents to direct the education and
upbringing of their children.
Great learning occurs best when parents show up, connive with classroom teachers, and
cozen elaborate plots to wheedle their student’s progress. Participating is pretty easy, and
doesn’t take much time.
Please see details elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense newsletter. Every parent
should plan to attend.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Ballots Arriving In Mail. Mail-in ballots began
arriving in the postal mailboxes of local voters this
week. Residents of the Poudre School District will
elect public-servant representatives to serve on

the PSD school board. These are very important
positions and crucial to the future of our
school. Liberty parents ought to help elect
candidates who are committed to the wellbeing of
all public-school students, including those who
attend charter-public schools. Mail-in ballots will
determine the outcome of the contests on Election
Day which is Tue 2 Nov 2021. If you haven’t yet
received yours, or to track your ballot, or obtain
one CLICK HERE. Candidate backgrounds,
viewpoints, and credentials are typically displayed
at their official campaign websites, which we urge
voters to access independently. For more
information about the election including candidate information, CLICK HERE to view
PSD’s election-info webpage.

School-Wide Apology Issued. The young man responsible for the school closure last
year on Tue 27 Oct 2020 issued an apology letter to those affected, which includes all
individuals who were members of the school community last October. The apology letter
can be accessed by CLICKING HERE. Mr. Lovely, LCHS Principal, attended the court
proceedings in Indiana remotely this past summer, which helped the young man take
responsibility for his actions and work to make amends for his wrongdoings by deploying
some of the Liberty Common disciplinary measures described in the What Every Liberty
Parent Needs to Know article found by CLICKING HERE.

STEM Opportunity. The CSU Mechanical Engineering Department is hosting various
events throughout the fall. This opportunity is for girls in 6th - 8th grade interested in
engineering. Please CLICK HERE to register for the event. CLICK HERE for more
information.

Elementary School Calendar
October 15 | LCS Talent Show | 6:30 p.m. | LCS Performance Hall.
October 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL.
October 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.
October 29 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
November 2 | Election Day | Local school-board seats, ballot questions.
November 8 | 3rd Grade Concert, 5:30 p.m. | 4th Grade Concert, 6:30 p.m.
November 12 | Hearing/Vision Screening
November 18 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis
November 23 | Grandparents Day
November 24 -26 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Faculty Treat: Conference-Day Luncheon. Please join us
in sustaining a heartwarming Liberty tradition on Friday,
October 22nd during Parent/Teacher Conference Day. Let’s
celebrate our staff and teachers – who will be putting in a
long day, finishing up meetings with parents and discussing
student progress – with a delicious lunch. Please CLICK
HERE to sign up to volunteer, or drop off food. Most needed
items can be dropped off ahead of time. Thank you!

COVID-Updates

New Cases. The school has confirmed one new case of COVID-19 at the high-school
campus and six new cases at the elementary-school campuses. Parents and guardians of
individual students determined to have been in possible contact with the ill person(s) will
be contacted by the Liberty Common School Administration, or Larimer County
Department of Health & Environment as appropriate.
Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

From Liberty Common Board of Directors
Acknowledging Great Academic Success
Earlier this year, a group of Liberty instructors and administrators participated in the
National Classical Symposium focused on the traditions for teaching science. Our own
teachers led a panel advancing optimal methods toward physics instruction.
We also received new insights on an ongoing project to
update the science segments of the Core Knowledge
Curriculum. At this month’s BOD meeting, science department
chair Ms. Dawn Karr reported those learnings were “a game
changer.”
The science department is reading From Wonder to Mastery:
A Transformative Model for Science Education by John Mays
and integrating concepts from it into its teaching, which will
greatly benefit Liberty’s students as they explore the wonders
of science.
Liberty’s Board of Directors is responsible for ensuring Liberty
fulfills the school founders’ original mission. The founders
wisely stated in our charter document, “The School's
governance will be structured to recognize the primacy of the
family's necessary influence over their children. The segment
of any community that can be most trusted to make good
educational decisions for children to the betterment of both
student and the greater society are the parents.”
Liberty’s Board and administration remain committed to preserving this bedrock
expression of parental rights. Some recent examples of Liberty’s adherence to parental
choice include:
1. Protecting your student's data is a clear and intentional strategic goal of the Liberty
Board of Directors executed by the vigilance of its Student-Data-Privacy
Subcommittee. After nearly two years of persistent effort led by Ms. Sarah Hunt
continually asking “on what authority” the state relies to demand individual disaggregated
student-attendance data, a Member of the Colorado State Board of Education recently
notified us that it had instructed the State Commissioner of Education to no longer pursue
this data from Liberty Common.
2. Actions and efforts of the whole
Liberty community, based in data
and science, enabled our students
to continue in-person learning
during the 2020-21 school year
despite the pandemic
challenge. Our recent excellent
standardized test results at all
grade levels reflect the wisdom
and benefits of that strategy. This

same logical approach by Liberty’s
administration for 2021-22,
combined with parental choice, is
keeping our students in the
classroom and has resulted in
COVID-incident rates slightly lower
than the rest of the Poudre School
District (where masks are
mandated for all students).
As a parent-led school, the trust
you place in our administration and
teachers through the Board’s
guidance and oversight is greatly
appreciated.

Alumni Update From Brie Crawford LCHS ’16,
Legion of XIII, Now Attending Colorado State
University.

After thirteen years at Liberty Common School, 2016 graduate Brie Crawford was unsure
what she wanted to pursue in college. “That’s why I started out at Front Range
(Community College),” she said, and why she advises current Liberty students to keep that
kind of option open. “Think about getting all your prerequisite courses done, and cheaper.”
The Legion of Thirteener attended Front Range for her first two years of college in pursuit
of a basic Associate’s Degree. As her interests and course selections came more into
focus, Brie ended up earning her Associate’s Degree plus a second Business Associate’s
Degree.
She then transferred to Colorado State University to pursue a degree in
hospitality. Carrying a 3.9 GPA, she plans to graduate in December; and, Brie’s more
flexible post-secondary pathway afforded her valuable fulltime work experience.
“I was recently promoted to the General Manager position at Five Guys restaurant,” she
said. There, she manages other employees, trains them, and keeps them on task. “I’ve got
a young staff, and a young management crew. One of them is a Liberty student, and she
loves Liberty. She’s a great employee. Liberty is definitely educating her well.”
During her years at LCHS, Brie was mainly focused on sports. “We worked hard, and
enjoyed our time here,” she said. “I had some friendships, and good teachers.” She said

the experiences prepared her very well for the challenges of college.
The pacing at CSU has acquainted Brie with lessons in event planning, and other key
aspects of the hospitality industry. “It was pretty rigorous,” she said.
Looking back on her time at Liberty, Brie especially remembers LCHS science instructor
Mr. Ken Vetter. “We always loved Mr. Vetter. In one year, I had three classes with him,”
she recalled.
“On block days, I had him for pretty much the whole day. Learning from him was a fun
time, and it projected how I ended up approaching management,” Brie described. For her,
Vetter’s teaching style turned out to be a coincidental lesson in personnel management
which she now draws on in industry.
“Well, he wasn’t a manager, but you still have to manage students as a teacher; and the
way he does it has become my style of managing,” she explained. “You can have fun, but
you still have to get your employees to do what they’re supposed to be doing. His
classroom management builds good rapport with his students and it makes them want to
perform to their best.”
Brie urges Liberty students to appreciate the joy of primary and secondary schooling while
still achieving their academic objectives. “Have fun. I always focused on volleyball, but I
focused on my grades, too,” she said. “You have to have good grades in order to
play. Doing well in academics opens lots of doors like that.”
She also recommends students pay particular attention to the learning skills Liberty
teaches its students. “I learned really good time management. Get your homework done
right away so you don’t have to worry about it later. That really helped me in college where
you have wider liberties and fewer restrictions, and you can do a bunch of fun things
sometimes at once,” Brie said.
In college, assignments are sometimes given with long lead times and due dates can be
weeks out. “The time-management skills learned at Liberty helped me to not fall behind or
feel crunched with last-minute workloads,” she said. “I was that person who always turned
things in two or three weeks ahead of time. I mean, why stress by waiting? The younger
you are when you learn these skills, the less stressed you’ll be through school, and in life.”
Brie also recommends cultivating and maintain good relationships with friends and
teachers. “You’ll have good longtime bonds at Liberty, definitely!”
Go Wolves! Go Rams!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Every Family A Donor
Alumni Class Challenge Success. Our first-ever LCHS
Alumni Class Challenge was successful with over $3,800
donated in a 24-hour period. Congrats to the Class of
2020 who came out on top with the most dollars given in
their name. Thank you to all who participated!

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
November-December: End-of-Year Giving Campaign.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Grandparents Day 2021 Virtual
Edition. Mark your calendars now
for Tuesday, November 23, 2021. All
grandparents of Liberty Common School
students will be able to connect with the
school to get a sneak peak into a day in
the life of their grandkids’ school day.
This year, grandparents will be able to
join their grandchildren’s actual
classrooms virtually, online, and from the
comfort of their homes. Watch future
editions of the Liberty Common Sense
for more details to come.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Boys’ Basketball. It’s not too late to join boys’ basketball. The early October basketball
season can really sneak up on us, and we know there are more athletes in our halls
interested in playing, but who haven’t yet registered. Both the 7th- and 8 th-grade teams
have space available and we’d love to see more of our boys on the court this year. Please
email athletics@libertycommon.org if you have any questions, and you can find all of
the information to register by CLICKING HERE.
Cross-Country Champions. Both our boys’ and girls’ cross country teams secured the
Patriot League championship last Thursday in Brush. Isabel Allori dominated the race,
taking home the individual-league title. She was closely followed by four other Liberty
Common harriers, placing all five scoring Eagles in the top seven places. The entire girls’
team qualified as all-conference athletes. This means if the league sent its own all-star
team to race against other leagues, it would just send the Liberty Common women’s
team. It was an amazing race by our ladies, and we couldn’t be more proud of them!
The boys’ team had to wait on the results a little longer, but comfortably topped Frontier
Academy when it was all said and done. It was led by a great performance out of Dawson
Carney, and we look forward to hanging two more conference championship plaques in
the Liberty Common School halls. Full weekly updates and a longer write-up about each
sports accomplishments can be found in the mid-week updates posted every Wednesday
on lceagles.com.
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions regarding sports at
Liberty Common, or visit lceagles.com for the most up to date information.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the

Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.

The Clean Air Of Liberty
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Headmaster
Starting in kindergarten, Liberty students learn important
economic lessons involving tradeoffs – wants versus needs,
property rights and elementary principles of voluntary trade. By
the time they graduate… (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 153. Introductions. Avoid street introductions.
If you are walking with a person who stops to speak with a
friend, walk on slowly.”

News Worth Repeating
Honor Our Servicemen and Servicewomen. Every
November, for Veterans Day, we honor men and
women veterans, and those that are currently
serving our country with a display of thanks. To
make our bulletin board a great presentation of
respect and appreciation, we are needing pictures of
Soldiers, Seamen, Marines, and Airmen. Please
bring any photos of servicemen or servicewomen to
the office. Photos can also be sent via email to
jronen@libertycommon.org. Include their name,
where they served or are currently serving, and their
relationship to Liberty Common student(s). Photos
will be accepted until November 1st, and will be
returned if requested. Thank you.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student
currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the
2022-2023 School Year, please make sure they are on the Sibling
List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January. Please
contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your
student to the list.

Substitute Teachers Needed. Over the past week, the elementary school has had very
low responses to requests for substitutes resulting in some classes going without TA
support. We are eager to expand our substitute list. If you are interested in subbing for
Liberty Common School please email the operations department.

Lost-And-Found. Please come and find what your student is missing. Any items not
picked up by October 26th will be donated to charity.

Hearing and Vision Help Needed. We are looking for vision-screening and hearingtesting volunteers on Friday, November 12 from approximately 7:30AM-3:00PM. Prior
experience is helpful, but not necessary. Must be able to stay for the whole time. Sign up
here or email Natalie Dybzinski with questions.
Immunization Deadline. The state immunization deadline is Nov. 1st. If your student is
missing any immunizations, or if an annual exemption form needs to be completed, you
were notified by mail. The second and final round of notification letters is going out next
week. Please read the letter and update your student's status with the school. Students
without proof of required immunizations for their age and/or an updated exemption form
will not be allowed to attend school beginning Friday, November 1st. For vaccine
exemption information CLICK HERE. Please contact Natalie Dybzinski, School Nurse
Consultant or Melissa Miller, LCS Health Technician if you have any questions.
Candidates, Servants Visit. Though actively involved in the
political process, our school does not endorse candidates for
public office, or advocate the election or defeat of candidates, or
ballot questions. Nonetheless, our top-performing school
attracts the attention, including lots of site visits, from political
candidates, and public-service officeholders – especially as we
near an election season. The school’s doors are always open to
such visits. We’re happy to show off the school, and explain our
strategies for consistently high academic student
performance. Local voters will elect PSD school-board
members by mail-in ballots determined on Election Day which is
Tue 2 Nov 2021. All candidates for these seats have been
invited to visit our excellent school, to learn more about it, and
to share their views on public education. Candidate backgrounds, viewpoints, and
credentials are typically displayed at their official campaign websites, which we urge
voters to access independently. For more information about the election including
candidate information, CLICK HERE to view PSD’s election-info webpage.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community - staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register. We recommend you do not register using your smart phone or ipad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384

Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| October 28 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

