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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Ronald Reagan Week at LCS.
Next Week is Ronald Reagan Week at LCHS.
Ronald Reagan (1911 – 2004), originally an
American actor and politician, became the 40th
President of the United States serving from 1981 to
1989. His term saw a restoration of prosperity at
home and the end of the Cold War, with the goal of
achieving "peace through strength"
abroad. President Reagan designated Martin
Luther King Jr. Day a national holiday. February

6th is Reagan’s birthday. CLICK HERE for a
biographical summary.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Feting The Dumb Ox
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Several intellectual giants, spanning centuries of noteworthy scholarship, inform Liberty
Common School’s academic philosophy and our understanding of knowledge-based
education; but, the considerable mind of St. Thomas Aquinas figures especially
prominently.
The 13 th-Century theologian is often
quoted in our classrooms and referenced
by key authors whose books we read
toward steadying our excellent
school. Indeed, Dr. E.D. Hirsch, author of
Cultural Literacy and architect of the Core
Knowledge Sequence, relies upon Aquinas
routinely in enlightening readers today.
Aquinas was a child savant. He entered the
university at age ten mastering lessons in
philosophy and rhetoric. Given his youth,
portly stature, quiet seriousness, and
reserved demeanor, Aquinas’ classmates
dubbed him “The Dumb Ox.” However, one
of his famous teachers St. Albert the
Great heralded him writing, “We call him
the Dumb Ox, but he will give such a bellow
in learning as will be heard all over the
world.”
Indeed, we’re still impressed here at
LCS. Our appreciation of our “Capstone”
virtues, and the “Foundation Stones”
character traits is shaped principally by Aquinas’ Summa Theologicae.
In that seminal work, and in his others, Aquinas’ distinctly Aristotelian analyses of physics,
knowledge, and theology supplied the Western world with a thinking framework and a
liberal harmony aligning reason and faith. His “five ways" proofs of the existence of God
lend elegantly to our national In God We Trust motto, and Colorado’s Nil Sine Numine
(Nothing Without Providence).

Stop by sometime to see the large portrait of Aquinas hanging above my elementary-office
desk. Today, January 28th, is celebrated throughout the world as his “feast day” though
his profound influence upon the young scholars of LCS is evident every day.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Seniors Challenge Kinders. Last Friday, LCHS
senior members of the Legion of Thirteen
challenged LCS kindergarteners to be great
students, graduate from LCHS, and join them in the
Legion when their time comes in 2034. The special
Order celebrates those students who have attended
Liberty Common for all thirteen years from
kindergarten through 12th grade. “Thirteeners” are
inducted into the Order annually on January
10th. There are 19 of them in this year’s graduating
Class of 2022. To punctuate the challenge,
kindergarteners received white “challenge keys”
which they will return twelve years from now at their
induction ceremony in exchange for the LEGIO XIII
red key which is worn at graduation.

LCS Junto One Week Away. For all LCS parents, grandparents, supporters, alumni, and
students who have ever said (especially via the school’s annual parent survey) or thought
they wished they had more background information about the school’s philosophy and
academic strategies, the annual LCS Junto is for you. Please plan to gather on Monday
February 7th from 6:30PM to 8:15PM at the high school. Styled after Benjamin Franklin’s
ongoing discussion group which he labeled the “Junto” (informally “The Leather Apron
Club”), Liberty’s Junto is produced by the school’s Board of Directors through its ParentEducation Subcommittee. Please see the nearby flyer for speaker details and
topics. Babysitting is provided for those who reserve beforehand. The Board urges all
LCS parents to commit to attending this cheerful, useful, and enlightening gathering. It’s a
great strategy to help make our excellent school even better.
Childcare Available. Childcare is available for children two years and up for the evening.
Email Mrs. Stoltzfus by Feb. 2nd if interested.

Longer Summer, Three-Weeks Christmas Break. The LCS Board of Directors, on
Wednesday, formally adopted the school’s 2022-23 academic calendar. Key dates are
stated further down in today’s Liberty Common Sense newsletter and will be re-posted
weekly. The biggest features of general interest are the start date (Mon 22 Aug 2022), 23
days off for Christmas/New Year (Sat 17 Dec 2022 – Sun 8 Jan 2023), and the last (half)
day of school year (Fri 26 May 2023). Thanksgiving break, and Spring Break are
standard. Need another awesome reason to be part of the Liberty community? Compare
ours to PSD’s calendar – CLICK HERE. Such is the benefit of a charter school, non-union
professional classroom instructors, and having actual parents in charge. Go Eagles!

Civics 2.0: Educating for SelfGovernment. Several LCS administrators
sat in on a live panel presentation this
week focused on the pressing topic of
civics curriculum and educating young
Americans for self-government. The event
was led off by Dr. E.D. Hirsch, Jr.,
architect of our school’s k-8 Core
Knowledge curriculum. It’s outstanding,
definitely worthwhile. Administrators have
subsequently urged all LCS faculty to view
the webinar recording. It’s an excellent
suggestion, too, for all Liberty parents,
grandparents, alumni, and students. The
findings cited, opinions expressed, and
conclusions reached by all panelists
reinforce prudent strategies we have been,
for nearly 25 years, advancing at our
excellent school. CLICK HERE or on the
nearby video-image link to watch it.

Elementary School Calendar
January 28 | Chessmates.
January 31 | Character-Education Assembly | Speaker is Ezra Black, LCHS
senior and School Captain | K-3 graders attend assembly from 8:10-8:45AM,
4-6th graders attend assembly from 8:55-9:35PM.
February 4 | Free-Dress Day.
February 4 | Chessmates.
February 4 | Winter Carnival.
February 7-11 | Penny Wars.
February 7 | Junto | 6:30-8:15PM | LCHS.
February 11 | Chessmates.
February 11 | 6th-Grade Movie Night, 5-7PM.
February 14 - 17 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 18 | Professional-Development Day | No School.
February 21 | Presidents Day | No School.
February 24 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.
February 25 | Chessmates.
February 28-March 4 | Scholastic Bookfair.
March 4 | Classroom Group Pictures.
March 4 | Chessmates.
March 11 | End of 3rd Quarter.
March 11 | Chessmates.
March 11| 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All day.
March 14-18 | Spring Break | No School.
March 22 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30 PM.
March 25 | Chessmates.
March 31 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.

BOD-Finalized 2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.

Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

Penny-Wars Proceeds. Proceeds from this
year’s annual LCS “Penny Wars” are going to
one of our very own, LCHS senior Ezra
Black. Ezra recently battled Leukemia and is
currently recovering from a bone-marrow
transplant. The Liberty Common community
is sincerely honored to stand with Ezra and
his family in the spirit of our Foundation-Stone character trait of citizenship. We hope our
students’ gesture helps lighten the mounting financial burden of this harrowing battle.

DIY Book-Nook Night. Ten students can join Mrs. Nichols and
Mrs. Gowing Thursday February 10th at 3:30PM in the Art Room
for an afternoon of crafting! Build your very own “Book Nook” to
add some extra pizazz to your at-home bookshelves. Students
must be accompanied by a parent for the entire afternoon. All
supplies will be provided. If interested, please CLICK HERE.

Go Jump In A Lake. Liberty 5th-grade
instructor Mrs. Rachel Hickman was pictured
in a recent edition of The Coloradoan
newspaper’s coverage of the annual “Polar
Bear Run and Plunge” event which took place
last Saturday. Mrs. Hickman is captured in a
photo collage sprinting through the shallows en
route to a full-on plunge at Horsetooth
Reservoir. CLICK HERE to see the entire
photo spread. Mrs. Hickman was sporting a
wild birthday hat given to her, last Friday, by
her classroom students. The event raises
money for the Larimer County Dive Rescue
Team.
Help Needed In Library. LCS Librarian Mrs. Gowing
needs help decorating for the upcoming bookfair. Volunteers
are needed to help transform the Constance Behr Memorial
Library into an “Arctic Adventure” zone. Please CLICK
HERE to sign up for a morning or afternoon of volunteering .

COVID-Updates
Physicians Suggest Making Masks Optional. CLICK HERE for an op-ed by three
physicians | "It’s time we stopped worrying about what others are doing and started
focusing on protecting ourselves. We have many more tools in 2022 than we did in 2020,
and our policies should shift to reflect these advances."
The Atlantic: The Case Against Masks at School | "Imposing on millions of children an
intervention that provides little discernible benefit, on the grounds that we have not yet
gathered solid evidence of its negative effects, violates the most basic tenet of medicine:
First, do no harm."
COVID Quarantines. Please CLICK HERE for the government's advice about when to
quarantine your child(ren).
Sick-Kid Protocol. Please CLICK HERE to view “How Sick Is Too Sick” guidelines.
Updates. Timely updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID information can be
found at the school’s website – CLICK HERE.

A Message From Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus
LCS Assistant Principal.

The Show Must Go On
By: Sandy Stoltzfus
It’s 6:00AM and you’ve already hit the snooze button a few times. It’s time to get up.
You slowly sit up, grab your phone and see a text that reads, “Need a TA sub for today in
5th grade. Please reply if you’re available, even for part of the day. Thank you.”
You think to yourself, “I have to get the kids to school…I have so much on my plate
today…It’s cold outside and there are multiple recesses.”
You also think, “I know they need help…I have flexibility today, but not tomorrow…I can do
this today… I’ll do it.” You reply to the text, “Yes, I can be there by 8:15am," you jump out
of bed, throw on your warm clothes, make an extra lunch for yourself, grab your hat and
gloves, and hustle to get everyone out the door.
Thank you.

Thank you to our parents, grandparents, and community members who, when they can,
say “Yes.” You show up, you jump in, you ask questions, you keep kids safe, you keep
the class moving forward, you might even feel a little uncomfortable and uncertain
(especially the first few times), but you show up.
You show up because you know this show must go on. You’re a Liberty Common
Elementary and High School Substitute.
Over the course of the last two years, with extended quarantines, illness, childcare
closures, etc., many of our teachers and teaching assistants (TAs) have been out of
school more than normal.
Believe me, our classroom instructors at
both campuses do not like missing school,
especially for an unplanned absence. It’s
extremely stressful for them. They love
their students, they love their job, and they
know the lessons will not be as good in
their absence.

It’s true the lessons will not be as precise,
and the day will not run quite as smoothly;
but, this show must go on.
Here’s the thing: It can’t be expected the
lesson will be perfect; but, this show must
go on.
I’ve often heard parents share their
concerns about substitute teaching or
assisting, worrying what they have to offer
is inferior to the teacher or TA. It probably
will be. It probably should be.
Our professional teachers and TAs are amazing, refined, and skilled. They know their
content, they know the children, they know the routine, they are masters of student
management, and they run a tight ship. It’s glorious. It's their job.
We truly have the best staff in Colorado! And, we desperately need our substitutes.
If you have considered subbing, but have talked
yourself out of it for a variety of reasons, please
reconsider. Perfection is not required. We will help
you. We are confident you can be an excellent
Liberty Common substitute teacher and/or teaching
assistant (TA). We need subs at both campuses,
elementary (k-6) and high school (7-12).
With low response rates to recent substitute
requests, we’ve, at times, gone short-handed. To
cover these manpower shortages, we have to ask
other teachers to cover recesses, or cover a class
period in lieu of working through a productive
planning period. In a pinch, TAs from one gradelevel will cover for another, a “specials” class may
be canceled, and administrators and other staff
members will cover a duty or a class. We will do
whatever it takes, because this show must go on.
Having a robust stable of willing and available substitutes
is critical to our operation.
When a bug hits them, or a pressing personal matter
emerges, our professional classroom instructors and
teaching assistants need to be able to take the day off to
care for themselves and their families. When instructors
and TAs know they have a willing and eager substitute to
fill their shoes for a day or two, they are relieved of stress
and worry which is critical to their wellbeing, especially
during a pandemic.
Step up to substitute at Liberty. We stand eager to do what
we can to alleviate your apprehensions and set you up for
success.
If interested, we welcome you into our buildings for a few hours for a tour of the campuses
and/or an overview of the daily schedule. You are welcome to shadow a teacher or TA for
a few hours to learn some of the systems and routines.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to any of the school’s administrators to discuss these
options.
CLICK HERE to take the first step to join our extraordinary team of substitutes. This show
will go on!

For a glimpse of this spectacular show, CLICK HERE to watch A Day In the Life at Liberty
Common School.

Every Family A Donor
Liberty Gives Day 2022. Mark your calendars now
for our 2nd -annual Liberty Gives Day on March
9. During this 24-hour online-giving event, you will
have the opportunity to contribute to one or more
important causes here at Liberty.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)

City Diving Champion. On Monday, Cat-Linh Tran bested every diver in Fort Collins to
become the City Champion. Every year, all of the high schools in town meet at Edora Pool
and Ice Center to determine which swimmers and divers get to hold the title of “Best in
Fort Collins.” Cat-Linh will carry this honor into next week’s Patriot League
Championships, as well as the State Championships at the beginning of next month. Also
qualified for the state meet in diving, and the runner up in Monday’s city meet, is Laura
Zupancic. Laura took second with a score closer to that of Cat-Linh than the third-place
competitor from FCHS. This year, Liberty Common Women’s Swimming added a diving
program, with the hiring of Coach Barbara Ford. Since all of the other district schools
share a diving program, this unique opportunity is the only one of its kind in the
city. Currently, the Liberty Common Women’s Swim and Dive team is ranked #5 in the
state. Congratulation, Cat-Linh on being the best diver in Fort Collins!

Cat-Linh Tran

Laura Zupancic

Spring Sports. The next sports season kicks off next month. Registration is now open,
and you can sign up by following the instructions HERE. Each athlete only needs one
sports-registration form per school year, and the physical exams for athletics are valid for a
calendar year. Additionally, some athletes may be eligible for the “Buy Two, Get One Free”
registration policy. If you have an athlete who has already played for two Liberty Common
sports teams this school year, contact Mr. Reynolds for a registration link. Please refer to
the official practice start dates and coaches’ contacts for each sport below. Registration is

due before the first day of practice for the season.
Men’s Swim & Dive
Coach Huey
Monday, February 21st
Men’s Baseball
Coach Sparks
Monday, February 28th
Women’s Soccer
Mr. Reynolds
Monday, February 28th
High-School Track & Field
Coach Mayes
Monday, February 28th
7th-and 8th-Grade Track & Field
Coach Reeves & Coach Wilcox
Monday, March 7th
Girls’ Soccer
Mr. Reynolds
Monday, March 28th
Eagle Weekly. We have transformed the mid-week update into the "Eagle Weekly.” We
will post a new edition to the website every weekend and will announce the release of
each on Instagram (@lc.eagles) and Facebook (Liberty Common Eagles). If you would like
to receive this newsletter via email, please SUBSCRIBE HERE. For the first edition of the
Eagle Weekly, CLICK HERE.
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions, or for more information
about all of the activity happening in athletics.

Alumni Update On Michael Yeh, LCHS ’19, Now
Attending Brown University in Providence,
Rhode Island

A 2018-19 LCHS School Captain, Michael Yeh, visited his high-school alma mater last
week and took time to share highlights of his post-secondary experiences. The junior-year
scholar at Brown University is majoring in applied math-economics.
He credits Liberty math instructors Mrs. McAllister and Mrs. Lannen for teaching him
everything about math and inspiring him to pursue his major. Flashing his moniker smile,
he also mused on his fond memories of Mrs. Burgess who he said made it exciting to
wake up, go to school, and make the best of the day.
At Brown, Yeh is the leader of two student clubs which he founded. One is the “Loving
Him Was Brown: The Taylor Swift Club,” where students perform lyrical analyses of pop-

singer Taylor Swift’s works, appreciate her music, and sing karaoke. The regular
gatherings have attained surprising popularity.
The other is “The C.S. Lewis Club” which focuses on the works and philosophy of C.S.
Lewis. In this endeavor, Yeh credits Liberty English instructors Mr. Dybzinski and Mr.
Tullius for fostering a love of literature. Humorously, Yeh commented there isn’t much
crossover in membership between these two clubs.
A former standout player on the LCHS men’s soccer team, Yeh extended his athletics
passion playing for a club soccer team at Brown this past fall. His team played a
scrimmage match against Brown’s varsity Division-1 team and won. Yeh credits that proud
upset victory, in part, to his former LCHS soccer coaches Mr. Cyrus Salehi and (his
father) Dr. Eric Yeh.
Having interned in Los Angeles during the summer of 2021, Yeh plans to tackle an
internship in Boston this summer. After that, he’s planning to live in a house with nine
people at Brown for the fall semester and expects it will be an real adventure. Wish him
luck.
Yeh urges current Liberty students to step up, get involved, and engage full-on in school
activities. “Say ‘yes’ to as many things as possible,” he said; and, “don’t be too cool for
school, because you’re not.”
Attending Liberty is a unique opportunity, and a great way to grow up. Yeh advised, “Enjoy
the time in high school because you only get to be where you are once.”
Go Bears!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.
Looking East for Math Techniques
Approach Initiated In Japan, Singapore Guides U.S. Pupils
By: Valerie Strauss
Washington Post Staff Writer Tuesday, March 21, 2000; Page
A11
It's lunchtime at the District's Hardy Middle School, and Alex Liew, 14, walks into a quiet
classroom where three other students, heads down, are scribbling intently at a table. None
of them is there to eat. They are attacking one multiplication problem after another--drilling
just as children do in Japan. In Baltimore, 25 students at Robert Poole Middle School are
in a pilot program learning math from textbooks filled with old-fashioned drawings. The
books were chosen for one reason: (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 164. Chance Acquaintance. Avoid beginning a
conversation with traveling companions. If spoken to, you
should be polite, but never enter into an intimate, detailed

discussion with a chance acquaintance. Always assume that
the acquaintance will cease when you leave the train. Never
give your name or address to a chance acquaintance, be it
man, woman, or child.
“On a long trip, of two or three days’ duration, when you are
sure to see the same people often, you may say, 'Good
morning,' and be courteous always.
“Do not borrow field-glasses, drinking-cups, magazines, or in any way become indebted to
another traveler.
“Girls, never allow a stranger to pay for a meal for you on a diner, even though you are
seated at the table with the stranger, or have sat next to him in the parlor-car or
observation-car for several hours of your travel." (to be continued)

News Worth Repeating
Island Life at the Winter Carnival! It's almost time
for Liberty Common School’s Winter Carnival on
Friday, February 4th 5:30-7:30PM in the LCS gym.
Sway to live steel-drum music while you do the
limbo, play human ring-toss, make some scratch
art, and take home your own beach-in-a-bottle.
Enjoy bouncy houses, balloon twisters, a tropical
photo booth, and many more crafts and games at
this free event. One popcorn and cotton candy per
person included; 2 slices of Panino’s pizza and a
drink available for $4. Don't forget your island garb
and enter the costume contest with your best island outfit. Volunteers needed to get this
seaside party started: SIGN UP HERE. To donate supplies CLICK HERE.

Donate Milk Jugs Today. Help us reach
our goal of 155 one-gallon milk jugs to
build the perfect igloo for this year's Arctic
Adventure Bookfair. Keep track of how
many jugs you've donated via the bulletin
board on Self-Control Street by the
library. The bookfair will be conducted
from February 28th-March 4th so be sure
to donate today.

Parking Spaces Reserved. Each LCS campus reserves two premium
parking spaces for top bidders in our yearly parking-space
auction. Thank you to this year’s winners for their generous support of
Liberty Common School. If you are not the “owners” of one of these
spaces (they are clearly marked), please refrain from parking there any
time, day or night, through the rest of the school year. Thank you.

Create Art, Win Prize. Student-artists ages 5 – 18 years old, “inspired by Colorado’s rich,
Western heritage,” are eligible to compete in an art contest. Winners get cool
prizes. Sponsored by Colorado Kids Create, a non-profit charity, the contest deadline is
Monday 7 March 2022. CLICK HERE for details, and the entry form.
Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously

registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | February 24, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

