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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is James Naismith Week at LCS.
Next week is James Naismith Week at
LCS. Dr. James Naismith (1861 – 1938) was the
Canadian-born physical-education instructor, physician,
chaplain, coach and innovator who, inspired by a
teaching assignment and his own childhood, invented
basketball in 1891. Dr. Naismith became a medical
doctor in 1898, and was subsequently hired by the
University of Kansas that same year. He went on to
establish one of collegiate basketball’s most storied
programs and served as the Athletic Director and faculty member at the university for
nearly 40 years, retiring in 1937.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Highest Gifts Of Body And Mind
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty’s classically oriented approach to liberal education is the most powerful tool known
in public schooling toward empowering everyone including those who have been
oppressed, marginalized, or ignored. That assertion is wonderfully emphasized in
Rescuing Socrates, a book by Columbia University professor Roosevelt Montás.
Its subtitle: “How the Great Books Changed My Life and Why They Matter for a New
Generation.” I first came across Montás in reading about his inspiring personal journey via
an essay he wrote a few months back in the Wall Street Journal entitled “Finding
Dignity and Excellence in Great Books. I commend it to all.
Montás echoes Liberty’s
philosophy that education
should not be focused upon
particular careers or
occupational talents, but
upon broad knowledge and
all elements of
wisdom. Specialized
disciplines should be
considered much later in the
student’s intellectual
maturity.
If one’s interest is in the great
achievements of human
civilizations and the high
points of human relationships
– both interpersonal and on a
mass scale – then a deep education in the liberal arts is worthy of the quest. A liberal
education opens more doors to productive capacity, intellectual value, prosperity, and
harmonious existence.
These fundamental themes are reinforced in our school wherever practical such as along
the upper walls surrounding the high school’s “Acropolis” area. There, immemorial words
from Vergerius guide us: “We call these studies liberal which are worthy of a free man;
those studies by which we attain and practice virtue and wisdom; that education which
calls forth, trains, and develops those highest gifts of body and mind which enable men,
and which are rightly judged to rank next in dignity to virtue only.”

Elementary School Calendar
January 21 | Chessmates.
January 21 | 5th-grade Movie Night, 5-7pm.
January 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
January 28 | Chessmates.

January 31 | Character-Education Assembly.
February 4 | Free-Dress Day.
February 4 | Chessmates.
February 4 | Winter Carnival.
February 7-11 | Penny Drive.
February 7 | Junto | 6:30-8:15PM | LCHS.
February 11 | Chessmates.
February 11 | 6th-grade Movie Night, 5-7pm.
February 14 - 17 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 18 | Professional-Development Day | No School.
February 21 | Presidents Day | No School.
February 25 | Chessmates.
February 28-March 4 | Scholastic Bookfair.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

Donate Milk Jugs Today. Help us reach our goal of 155 one-gallon milk jugs to build the
perfect igloo for this year's Arctic Adventure Bookfair. Keep track of how many jugs you've
donated via the bulletin board on Self-Control Street by the library. The bookfair will be
conducted from February 28th-March 4th so be sure to donate today.
Island Life at the Winter Carnival! It's almost time
for Liberty Common School’s Winter Carnival on
Friday, February 4th 5:30-7:30PM in the LCS gym.
Sway to live steel-drum music while you do the
limbo, play human ring-toss, make some scratch
art, and take home your own beach-in-a-bottle.
Enjoy bouncy houses, balloon twisters, a tropical
photo booth, and many more crafts and games at
this free event. One popcorn and cotton candy per
person included; 2 slices of Panino’s pizza and a
drink available for $4. Don't forget your island garb
and enter the costume contest with your best island outfit. Volunteers needed to get this
seaside party started: SIGN UP HERE. To donate supplies CLICK HERE.

Crowning Achievement. As it turns out, the new “Mrs. Fort Collins 2022” volunteers twice
a month at LCS. Congratulations to Dr. Elise Rigney who, along with her husband
Rocky, is the parent of three: Sloan (1st grader in Mrs. Tamez’s class), Stella, and
Ford. Dr. Rigney was recently named “Mrs. Fort Collins 2022 .” She’s the owner of a
chiropractic practice in Fort Collins. During her reign as Mrs. Fort Collins, she plans to
continue advocating for women and mothers in business. Her pageant platform is
dedicated to education and support for entrepreneurship. Despite her busy schedule
Dr. Rigney makes it a priority to volunteer at LCS. For that, the school is grateful; and
proud to know Mrs. Fort Collins 2022 is part of the Liberty community. BRAVO!

COVID-Updates
COVID Quarantines. Recently, federal-government employees reduced their
recommended duration of COVID quarantines to five days from ten days, followed by five
days of mask-wearing once back in the community. If students are unable to wear a mask,
agents believe a ten-day quarantine should be followed. CLICK HERE for the
government's advice about when to quarantine your child(ren). CLICK HERE to access
the school's COVID-Response Page.
Sick-Kid Protocol. High-quality education is fostered by keeping students with any
childhood illnesses – including COVID -- home. Please do not contribute to the spread of
germs and viruses by sending sick kids to school regardless of how mild symptoms
seem. Symptomatic parent-volunteers must avoid classrooms, too. Please CLICK HERE
to view “How Sick Is Too Sick” guidelines.
Updates. Timely updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID information can be
found at the school’s website – CLICK HERE.

A Message From Mr. Casey Churchill,
LCS Principal.

Canaries in Our School
By: Casey Churchill
This winter, I had a young boy in my office who was in trouble for hitting one of his friends
on the playground. The young lad didn’t seem horribly upset to be in my office and
seemed to be struggling to understand why hitting was a bad thing. Two things struck me
as we discussed his behavior. First, I said, “You seem sad. How come?” I was trying to
pull some remorsefulness from him. He told me he was sad since the other student would
not share his toy with him.
This wasn’t the answer I was looking for especially since I had
already spoken to him at length about what happened and why
he was in my office. The answer should have been that he was
sad for hurting another student or he was sad since he was in
trouble and in the principal’s office. I, of course, spent more
time discussing this with him. He finally got it.
At another point, we discussed better options in dealing with a
friend that doesn’t want to share. “What else could we do
rather than hit when we are frustrated?”

We discussed ideas like using our words, telling a teacher, or
walking away. After discussing this at length, I said, “Tell me
what else you can do and say it.”
He looked at me with a blank look and quietly said, “It.” My
head dropped in disappointment as I had worked so hard to
convey this message about other options and possibilities to
avoid hitting.
Conversations like this have been pretty steady this year. And
to top it off, they all sort of sound the same. We’ve noticed an
increase in behavior issues with our students. This is
especially true for our younger students.

Many lack the skills taught in preschool since many preschools were not in session last
year during the height of the pandemic. Our students struggle with coping skills to talk
through problems, they don’t have a good sense of multi-step directions, and some simply
don’t understand why they can’t just get up and walk out of the classroom.
We have worked hard with our teachers in letting them know it is ok to spend more time
teaching students some of these missed social skills.
In 1911, miners in Great Britain started taking canaries in cages into the depths of the
mines where they worked. The scentless and toxic effects of carbon monoxide had been a
danger to miners as it would build up in the mines. The gas could kill a miner without
warning.
Canaries are extra-sensitive to toxins because they get a double dose of air upon inhaling
and exhaling. If the canary looked weak or stopped singing, miners knew they needed to
get out of the mine fast.
We have noticed the same thing happening here at Liberty during the pandemic. We have
“canaries” in our school - students. The “toxic gas” - COVID-19.
This pandemic has been hard on us all. As adults, we have the necessary skills to adapt
and overcome these local and global challenges and stressors. Children don’t. They are
still learning these valuable coping strategies and they need practice.
Times are tough and we can see the effect of the pandemic on our children. Children are
sensitive to the stress our society is facing now and in the past year.
This makes for an even stronger case for making sure our students have as normal of an
educational experience as possible. Our students need to socialize, see each other’s
faces, interact with each other, problem solve, and play together.
Our kids are affected by the behaviors of the adults that surround them. They are affected
by missing social interactions with their peers. They may be affected by a lack of
preschool education.
They are affected by the stress they see in our community all around them. The effects of
the pandemic are real and now more than ever we need to maintain a normal academic
and social course to ensure our students don’t have any academic or social loss.
Our “canaries” are looking a little weak and out of shape with some of these missed social
skills. At Liberty, we vow to get our students socially up to speed.
Liberty parents, I ask for your support to help us maintain academic and social rigor in the
years to come, avoiding any learning loss during these difficult times. We will do our part in
helping our canaries grow and prosper.

Every Family A Donor

Contribute to Liberty While You Shop. Turn your everyday spending into a catalyst for
donations to Liberty Common School. Participate by signing up for one of many affiliate
programs offered by King Soopers, Amazon, and Box Tops for Education. When you
sign up for these programs, and spend money at these retail outlets, they donate a portion
of your purchase back to Liberty.

Drink Milk for Cash. Collect bottle caps from your dairy
products and drop them off at the elementary school
campus. Then Morning Fresh gives back to our school.
Simple.

American Furniture Warehouse. Mention Liberty
Common School at the time of your purchase and a
portion will be donated back to our school.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)

Spring Sports. The next sports season kicks off next month. Registration is now open,
and you can sign up by following instructions HERE. Each athlete only needs one sportsregistration form per school year, and the physical exams for athletics are valid for a
calendar year. Additionally, some athletes may be eligible for the “Buy-Two-Get-One-Free”
registration policy. If you have an athlete that has already played for two Liberty Common
sports teams this school year, contact Mr. Reynolds for a registration link. Please refer to
the official practice start dates and coaches’ contacts for each sport below. Registration is
due before the first day of practice for the season.
Men’s Swim & Dive
Coach Huey
Monday, February 21st
Men’s Baseball
Coach Sparks
Monday, February 28th

Women’s Soccer
Mr. Reynolds
Monday, February 28th
7th- and 8 th-Grade Track and Field
Coach Reeves & Coach Wilcox
Monday, March 7th
Girls’ Soccer
Mr. Reynolds
Monday, March 28th
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions, or for more information
about all of the activity happening in athletics.

Alumni Update On Liam O’Malley (LCHS ’21).
Currently Attending The University of Nebraska
in Lincoln, NE.

What does an LCHS alumnus do when the bonds of secondary schooling are cut and the
freedom of emancipation is unbound? In Liam O’Malley’s case, the 2021 graduate
returned to the hallways of his elementary-school alma mater, last week, to volunteer
some time reading to kids who now traipse in his footsteps.
The nearby pic of a young LCS scholar reading with Liam, a 2020-21 School Captain,
makes for a pretty winsome Alumni Update, and a delightful visual representation of the
Liberty Common School community’s awesomeness.

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read

the article in its entirety.
Why Singapore Math?
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Years ago, when Liberty wanted to build a second-to-none math
program, the school’s Board of Directors didn’t ask which school,
which school district, or which state teaches math the best. No; it
pursued the best math program on the entire planet.
This quest acquainted Liberty with the research and
conclusions of Liping Ma about why Chinese students consistently outperform…
(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners" used
in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 163. Decorum. When boys and girls travel on a
train, they must remember that those who attract attention to
themselves do not prove to be desirable
acquaintances. Usually such people are inexperienced
travelers, or are unfamiliar with good manners.
“One of the abominations of train travel is the person who gets acquainted with everyone,
who tells his life history, acts the clown up and down the aisles, and tries to draw you into
an intimate friendship.
“Plan to take reading materials so that you can amuse yourself. Do not feel that you must
entertain those seated with you.
“Students in groups going to and from school, sometimes sing or play the ukulele on the
train, and are forgiven because they are students. They should be careful that they are not
annoying an invalid, or a baby, or are overtaxing the good nature of the other people in the
car. One or two young people should avoid attracting the attention of the whole coach.”

News Worth Repeating

Attend Junto. Save the date for Liberty’s own Junto to be held February 7th from 6:30PM
to 8:15PM at Liberty Common High School, 2745 Minnesota Drive. Childcare is available
for the evening. Email Mrs. Stoltzfus by Feb. 2nd if interested.

Parking Spaces Reserved. Each LCS campus reserves two premium
parking spaces for top bidders in our yearly parking-space
auction. Thank you to this year’s winners for their generous support of
Liberty Common School. If you are not the “owners” of one of these
spaces (they are clearly marked), please refrain from parking there any
time, day or night, through the rest of the school year. Thank you.

Create Art, Win Prize. Student-artists ages 5 – 18 years old, “inspired by Colorado’s rich,
Western heritage,” are eligible to compete in an art contest. Winners get cool
prizes. Sponsored by Colorado Kids Create, a non-profit charity, the contest deadline is
Monday 7 March 2022. CLICK HERE for details, and the entry form.

Town Meeting: Parental Authority,
Public Health. Liberty Common School
parents, faculty, and staff are invited to
attend a town-hall-style meeting to
discuss strategies to assert parental
authority in the face of overreaching
public-health regulations promulgated by
the Larimer County Department of Health
and Environment. Last year, Northern
Colorado’s leading education officials
published a joint statement asserting parental rights in the education and upbringing of
children (CLICK HERE ). On Thursday, January 27 th at 7:00PM parent leaders from six
area schools are convening a follow-up forum at the Fort Collins Marriott Hotel 350 E.
Horsetooth Rd., in Fort Collins. It is important to arrive early for timely checking in. Doors
open at 6:30PM. Pre-registration is required by CLICKING HERE. The coalition of
education leaders will define effective, sensible public-health strategies that maintain
education as a priority, and which do not undermine parental authority. These strategies
will be utilized in directing public-health workers and elected public servants toward
practical solutions embraced more broadly by leading education officials, and community
leaders.

BOD Meeting Moved. The January meeting of the Liberty Common School Board of
Directors has been moved up by one day from what was previously published in school
calendars. Accordingly, the BOD’s next meeting will take place on Wednesday, January
26 th beginning at 6:00PM at the high-school campus in the Acropolis (second floor
commons area). All BOD meetings are open to the public. Parents, grandparents,
students, alumni are always welcome (encouraged actually) to attend.
Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors

Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | January 26, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

