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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Week at LCS.
Next week at LCS is Martin Luther King Jr.
Week. King was a fourth-generation Baptist minister and
pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. For
thirteen years (1955 – 1968), King lead the modern
American civil-rights movement, achieving more genuine
progress towards equality in America than any other period
in our history. King’s success can largely be attributed to
his commitment to nonviolence and his masterful
command of the English language and the power of
words. His I Have a Dream speech, Nobel Peace Prize remarks, and Letter from a
Birmingham Jail are among the most revered orations and writings in the English
language, and represent watershed moments in American history.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Those Great Wells of Democracy
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
In profound ways, the national memorial holiday honoring the Rev. Martin Luther King,
Jr., trains the hearts of freedom-seeking people upon the faithful terms of timeless
American principles, passions of patriotic liberty, and trust in God that stirred Rev. King’s
consequential Christian ministry. Over the course of their journey, Liberty students come
to understand the times that compelled Rev. King’s preaching and the historic import of his
inspired life.
The Core Knowledge Curriculum walks the
young Americans of Liberty through Rev.
King’s advocacy for the rights of African
Americans. It exposes them to the heroism
of other vivid examples such as Mary
McLeod Bethune, Ruby Bridges, Jackie
Robinson, and Rosa Parks. Presentations
of key historic figures, events, and themes
deepen and circle back allowing our
professional classroom instructors to attach
more knowledge to previously learned
lessons across all academic disciplines.
In this way, Liberty students acquire solid
foundational proficiency with things all
Americans ought to know. To these facts
and stories Liberty imbeds attachments to
the American Civil Rights Movement and to
the virtues of justice. This we do with a
civic expectation our students will acquire
sufficient courage to sustain the Republic.
Rev. King’s patriotic words penned in his
famous 1963 “Letter from a Birmingham
Jail” inspire our students: “One day the South will know that when these disinherited
children of God sat down at lunch counters they were in reality standing up for the best in
the American dream and the most sacred values in our Judaeo-Christian heritage, and
thusly, carrying our whole nation back to those great wells of democracy which were dug
deep by the founding fathers in the formulation of the Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence.”
Suspending the school session as we will do on Monday for national reflection upon the
life of Rev. King is a hallowed commemoration for liberty, and for Liberty.

Every Family A Donor
Not too late to Let Them Play. Our 2021-2022
fundraising initiative total continues to grow. Since
last week, you have donated an additional $17,000

to bring our current total to almost $136,000! Thank
you for your generosity and commitment to help us
improve our recreation, physical-education, and
athletics programs. Right now is an excellent time
to help us reach our goal of $250,000. Donate to
Let Them Play! – CLICK HERE.
Liberty Gives Day. Mark your calendar for our 2nd annual Liberty Gives Day on March 9. This 24-hour
giving opportunity will transpire completely online
and will feature several exciting challenges. Be on the lookout for details about how you
can make Liberty Gives Day 2022 a smashing success.
Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

All-School Newsworthy Notices

Zhou Wins Geo Bee. Congratulations to LCS
5th grader Bruce Zhou who won the school's
Geography Bee on Tuesday. He faced stiff
competition from 7th grader Matt Farrand,
who took second place. Bruce won the
competition in the championship round by
correctly answering the question, “Earth's
coldest place, with an annual average
temperature of -94 degrees, is located at
Ridge A on which continent?” Congratulations
to all of the competitors: 4th graders Liam
Tourney and Diara Ulrey; 5th graders Emma
Huffsmith, Bruce Zhou; 6th graders Henry
Beauvillier, Caleb Loucks; 7th graders Matthew Farrand, Cooper Jobman; and 8th
graders Taya Brennan and Emily Geyser.
Public Servants On Deck. Liberty Common School was honored to have two key public
officials on hand at last Monday’s Legion of Thirteen Induction Ceremony. Their presence
is a reminder of the importance high-quality public education plays in the leadership of our
community. Joining our senior and kindergarten students, and cheering them on were
Larimer County Treasurer & Public Trustee Irene Josey, and Fort Collins City Council
Member Shirley Peel – both of whom are pictured nearby. If you see these public
servants about town, please let them know how grateful we all are for their engagement
with our excellent school.

Irene Josey, Larimer County Treasurer

Shirley Peel, Fort Collins City Council
Member

Legion of XIII. Please join us in congratulating the nineteen seniors who were inducted
Monday night into the Legion of XIII. This honor recognizes students who have spent
thirteen years at Liberty, from kindergarten through graduation. This year's cohort
included:
Elijah Arnett, Zoe Draper, Taylor Friesen, Brooklyn Gefre, Olivia Good, Ryan Green,
Nya Halley, Kate Horst, Amber Kranz, Joshua Lindemann, Skyler Mayse, Antonio
Ortiz, Audrey Poirot, Taylor Rhea, Ashley Sanchez, Bauer Siemens, Dharini Sriram,
Riley Neuwald, and Katherine Wei.
Attend Junto. Save the date for Liberty’s own Junto to be held February 7th from 6:30PM
to 8:15PM at Liberty Common High School, 2745 Minnesota Drive. Childcare is available
for the evening. Email Mrs. Stoltzfus by Feb. 2nd if interested.

Elementary School Calendar
January 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day | No School.
January 21 | Chessmates.
January 21 | 5th-grade Movie Night, 5-7pm.
January 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
January 28 | Chessmates.
January 31 | Character-Education Assembly.
February 4 | Free-Dress Day.
February 4 | Chessmates.
February 4 | Winter Carnival.
February 7-11 | Penny Drive.

February 7 | Junto | 6:30-8:15PM | LCHS.
February 11 | Chessmates.
February 11 | 6th-grade Movie Night, 5-7pm.
February 14 - 17 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 18 | Professional-Development Day | No School.
February 21 | Presidents Day | No School.
February 25 | Chessmates.
February 28-March 4 | Scholastic Bookfair.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Create Art, Win Prize. Student-artists ages 5 – 18 years old, “inspired by Colorado’s rich,
Western heritage,” are eligible to compete in an art contest. Winners get cool
prizes. Sponsored by Colorado Kids Create, a non-profit charity, the contest deadline is
Monday 7 March 2022. CLICK HERE for details, and the entry form.
Parking Spaces Reserved. Each LCS campus reserves two
premium parking spaces for top bidders in our yearly parkingspace auction. Thank you to this year’s winners for their
generous support of Liberty Common School. If you are not
the “owners” of one of these spaces (they are clearly
marked), please refrain from parking there any time, day or
night, through the rest of the school year. Thank you.

COVID-Updates
COVID Quarantines. Two weeks ago, federal-government employees reduced their
recommended duration of COVID quarantines to five days from ten days, followed by five
days of mask-wearing once back in the community. If students are unable to wear a mask,
agents believe a ten-day quarantine should be followed. CLICK HERE for the
government's advice about when to quarantine your child(ren). CLICK HERE to access
the school's COVID-Response Page.
New Cases. The Larimer County Department of Health and Environment announced in
January 2022 it will no longer furnish timely reports to schools and other institutions about
confirmed COVID-positive cases. Accordingly, the number of LCDHE-confirmed COVIDpositive cases no longer be reported here, nor updated at the school’s website. Parents
and guardians of individual students determined by LCDHE workers to have been in
possible contact with an ill person may be contacted by LCDHE agents, or by school
administration if requested by government agents.
Sick-Kid Protocol. High-quality education is fostered by keeping students with any
childhood illnesses – including COVID -- home. Please do not contribute to the spread of
germs by sending sick kids to school regardless of how mild symptoms
seem. Symptomatic parent-volunteers must avoid classrooms, too. Please CLICK HERE
to view “How Sick Is Too Sick” guidelines.
Updates. Timely updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID information can be
found at the school’s website – CLICK HERE.

A Message From Liberty Common

Athletic Director, Mr. Chris Reynolds

Tim Duncan: Steadfastness and Joy
By: Chris Reynolds, LCS Athletic Director
One of the most unsettling facts, as we round the corner into the start of 2022, is that it
has been over five years since we have watched Tim Duncan take the court for an NBA
basketball game. I assure you this is not an overstatement. Our cultural moment, and
subsequently our children are unknowingly craving more people like Tim Duncan.
Arguably the greatest power forward in
basketball history; and, I would argue,
among the top three players of all time,
Duncan is largely forgotten amongst
those who talk of basketball lore and
sporting greatness. And, with the
nickname “the Big Fundamental,” it might
be easy to see why.
As we seek to give our scholar-athletes
the vision of ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς,
“Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy,” the
former San Antonio Spur exemplifies the target for which we are aiming. This is not a
result of the truth, goodness, beauty, and perfection that his approach to the game
displayed. Through a “game,” he reinforced and developed a sturdy and joyful soul.
Sport will help our students to withstand the volatility of their life and our cultural waves. By
training the body and the mind simultaneously, our kids become resilient, able to see the
joy that awaits them at the end of their training. The sturdiness of Tim Duncan’s 18-year
career, which included five NBA championships and multiple MVPs, was the result of
temperance, humility, and fortitude, as well as a desire for excellence and growth.
Here is how Duncan summarized the temperate and prudent side of life’s tension:
Basketball's so much like life: If something's going great, you wait a minute, it will change.
If something's going bad, you wait a minute, it will change. So I try to play things on such
an even keel, knowing that things are going to change. You take the good with the bad;
you don't get too excited, you don't get too down and sometimes that's the hardest thing in
the world to do when you're in the midst of it, but that's the best way to handle it.
The danger in this sentiment, though, is that it will become apathy. The drive for
excellence that athletics provides can transform this potentially fatalistic reality, into one
that can become joy-producing. In his most famous quote, Duncan clearly states his
commitment to the other side of this balance:
Good, better, best. Never let it rest. Until your good is better and your better is best.
The drive to improve and seek excellence is at the heart of arete, or virtue. Here at
Liberty, we expound upon this classical origin with our capstone virtues: prudence,
fortitude, and temperance. This juxtaposition of striving for excellence, while restraining
the passions and acting with humility is at the heart of wisdom – a wisdom that Duncan
displayed, and one which we seek to instill in our scholar-athletes. It is a complex and
labor-intensive business. Rightly ordered affections, that produce virtue while releasing
joy, are not easily won.
Life is one of tensions and contradictions such as resting and striving, restraint and joy,

humility and confidence. Tim Duncan’s play, as well as the driving forces of his career,
embody these contradictions.
His is a beautiful yet fundamental style, enthralling to watch but never flashy. Prudently
and temperately, he recognized his inability to effect streaks in games and in his career,
while striving for growth and excellence.
It is fitting that Tim Duncan is often forgotten by the casual basketball observer. We, too,
consistently forget or miss those things that defy the high drama of cultural discourse. But,
our aim ought to be developing sturdy and joyful souls by steering our students away from
the most current and passionate appeals for their attention, and instead directing them to
embrace the satisfying and beautiful tensions of this life.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)

Junior-High Soccer Changes. Coach Andy Greenlaw has resigned as Head
Soccer Coach for both the boys’ and girls’ programs. We are grateful for the positive
impact Coach Greenlaw has had on both programs. We wish him the best as he moves
on.
Coaching Openings. We’re hiring. Current open positions are now posted at
hs.libertycommon.org. Please help by passing this notice along to anyone you know
who would be an excellent candidate. Contact Mr. Reynolds with any questions about
these open coaching positions:
High-School Women’s Head Soccer Coach
Junior-High Girls’ Head Soccer Coach
Junior-High Boys’ Head Soccer Coach
Junior-High Girls’ 7 th-Grade Head Volleyball Coach
High-School Head Wrestling Coach
High-School Women’s Assistant Volleyball Coach
Women’s Golf. We had a productive interest meeting this past Wednesday, but know
several interested athletes were unable to attend. If you have a student interested in
joining the women’s golf team, please fill out the contact form – HERE.
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions, or for more information
about all of the activity happening in athletics.

Alumni Update On Sunny Taylor (LCHS ’21) Now
Attending University of Chicago in Chicago,
Illinois.

Learning how to learn is a key skill refined in primary and secondary grades at Liberty
Common School. It’s among the many talents that arm 2021 alumna Sunny Taylor in her
early triumphs at the University of Chicago where she’s now studying.
She’s proof positive that managing your time well leads to academic success. “Coffee is
not a substitute for sleep,” she quipped on a recent visit to her high-school alma mater
where she sat down for this Alumni Update interview.
“If you don’t understand something, you need to learn how to ask a friend, ask your
teacher, read your textbook. Lastly, ask the Internet,” she advised.
The respected class valedictorian continued, “You need a solid process to figure out what
you don’t understand, why you don’t understand it, and find a way to change that – that’s
the most important thing I learned here (at Liberty).” Sunny’s journey through LCS started
in the 2nd grade.
“I loved Mr. Siener,” she exclaimed. “Mr. Siener was
such a good teacher. He made me realize actually how
much I love learning. Yeah, fourth grade was a fun
time.”
Sunny is majoring in molecular engineering, enjoying
living in the nation’s second-biggest city, and studying
on a campus with the world’s second-largest private
police force. Her first quarter as a college student was
replete with prerequisite course work.
In her program, all new engineering majors are required
to take a hefty sequence of math, chemistry, and
physics. The university is well known for its corecurriculum requirements which include humanities
classes. Sunny expects to tackle a battery of additional
prerequisites for the rest of her freshman year.
“It’s been really cool. I love my classes,” she said. Also attending the University of Chicago
is Sunny’s boyfriend Noah Morgan (LCHS ’21). The pair has been dating for almost two
years. “That’s made the adjustment a lot easier,” Sunny said.
Her Liberty-acquired background knowledge proved valuable in a rigorous first
quarter. “I’m grateful for having a really strong foundation in (chemistry, physics, and math)
because I was able to keep up,” she said, “and a lot of other people were having to teach
themselves new things they’d never seen before.”

Going forward, Sunny says she expects difficult
challenges incumbent with her major: “Lots of
chemistry, lots of physics, lots of math. Shout-outs
to Mrs. Sullivan for teaching good chemistry.”
The biggest difficulty, so far, hasn’t been any
particular course or subject. “It’s a combination of
all the academic challenges. It’s really a question
of time management,” Sunny explained. “I’m in
class for about 20 hours a week, then I have 2030 hours a week of out-of-class school work. If
you stay on top of this, it’s not really a big deal.
It’s comparable to what most people are doing
working at their normal jobs. But, I’ve seen a lot of
people procrastinate really bad, and some are
really having to learn how to manage their time.”
Sunny described being surrounded by fellow students who seem to have a strong work
ethic. “It’s not like a bunch of crazy geniuses like I was expecting,” she said. “They just
really work hard.”
And what’s life really like in a big city with a reputation for high crime rates and rampant
gang violence? “I was terrified at first, but I adjusted really quickly. I love it. It’s awesome,”
she said.
Being home in Fort Collins for Christmas was a nice respite, and a cultural
contrast. “Here, I can walk around while staring at my cellphone; but, in Chicago, you have
to learn not to do that, and to be more aware of your surroundings,” she said.
“Still, you can walk around just about anywhere (near the University of Chicago campus),”
Sunny added. You don’t need a car. The city is so vibrant. There are so many cool
people. There are so many cool things going on all the time, anywhere you go. There are
lots of museums, concerts, there’s everything happening all within a 15-minute walk, or a
20-minute train ride.”
Sunny’s dormatory is part of the university’s House system which is similar to
LCHS’s. She belongs in Kenwood House. Its mascot is the peacock. “It’s a familiar
setting. It has not been as hard to make friends as I thought it would be,” she said
describing many of her new acquaintances as “chatty.”
Though enthusiastic about the focus of her molecular-engineering major, Sunny is
enjoying the core curriculum. "The chemistry has been difficult and enjoyable; but, I’m in a
humanities class that I really like. We’ve been reading a lot of books that we read in high
school. We read the whole Iliad in two-and-a-half weeks. Reading it at Liberty helped me
have a much greater appreciation for it.”
Sunny knew she wanted to be an engineer since middle school. When she thinks back on
her high-school experience, the school’s math teachers particularly stand out.
“As much as I hated pre-calc, I would be dead right
now in all of my math classes if I did not have the
foundation that I did. Same thing with all of my math
teachers. Shout-out to Mr. Currey for teaching me
good algebra, Mr. Lovely for pre-calc, and Mrs.
Lannen for all the calculus she taught me, and Mrs.
McAllister for Calc III. Calc III really came in handy,
more than I thought it would,” she said.
Other LCHS instructors come to mind, too. “I
remember taking the computer-essentials class with
Mr. Kranz and him teaching us a little bit of Excel,
and that became really useful,” Sunny said.
“I loved Mr. Mayer in (AP US History). That class was
awesome. I know the class was hard, and many

people took it just for the AP credit, but I think history
is really fascinating, and I loved that class.”
For current Liberty students Sunny proffered some
great advice: “Try to find the things that you enjoy. I
have found that I work so much harder in college
because I’m doing it for my goals, and to achieve the
things I want to do.” This perspective can be difficult
for high-school students to appreciate.
“I mean, who knew I would be reading Dante’s
Inferno like I’m going to do next quarter with my
engineering major? No school can prepare you for
exactly the things you’ll be doing after high school,”
Sunny said; “but, Liberty does a really good job of
making sure you have that really broad education so
that you can succeed whenever you develop the
opportunity to throw yourself into whatever it is you
really want to do.”
Go Maroons! Go Peacocks!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.
Handwriting – It’s Good for Your Brain!
By: Laurel Van Maren, Founder
There is a Chinese dance recital video in which Chinese
teenagers show the remarkable dance skills they have learned
during the course of their studies. The title of it is “Be more beautiful also need hard to
pay."
In the western tradition, a classical education seeks to instill in children a capacity to
identify and a desire to exemplify... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners" used
in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 162. Safety. On leaving a street car, the boy alights
first, and assists the girl by placing his hand under her
elbow. Avoid accidents. Look for automobiles before you start
across the street.”

News Worth Repeating
Town Meeting: Parental Authority,
Public Health. Liberty Common School
parents, faculty, and staff are invited to

attend a town-hall-style meeting to
discuss strategies to assert parental
authority in the face of overreaching
public-health regulations promulgated by
the Larimer County Department of Health
and Environment. Last year, Northern
Colorado’s leading education officials
published a joint statement asserting
parental rights in the education and
upbringing of children (CLICK
HERE). On Thursday, January 27 th at 7:00PM parent leaders from six area schools are
convening a follow-up forum at the Fort Collins Marriott Hotel 350 E. Horsetooth Rd., in
Fort Collins. It is important to arrive early for timely checking in. Doors open at
6:30PM. Pre-registration is required by CLICKING HERE. The coalition of education
leaders will define effective, sensible public-health strategies that maintain education as a
priority, and which do not undermine parental authority. These strategies will be utilized in
directing public-health workers and elected public servants toward practical solutions
embraced more broadly by leading education officials, and community leaders.

BOD Meeting Moved. The January meeting of the Liberty Common School Board of
Directors has been moved up by one day from what was previously published in school
calendars. Accordingly, the BOD’s next meeting will take place on Wednesday, January
26 th beginning at 6:00PM at the high-school campus in the Acropolis (second floor
commons area). All BOD meetings are open to the public. Parents, grandparents,
students, alumni are always welcome (encouraged actually) to attend.

Loveland Classical Symposium. Our
friends at Loveland Classical Schools
extended an invitation for Liberty Common
students, staff, faculty, and parents to join
them at their fifth-annual classical
symposium scheduled for tomorrow Sat Jan
15th, 2022 from 9:00AM-1:00PM. The event
will be in-person and include incredible talks
on music, history, virtue, mathematics,
philosophy, art, literature, and much more.
CLICK HERE for more information.

Help Build Bookfair Igloo. The Scholastic Bookfair is
coming February 28-March 4 th. With "snow much to read,"
we need somewhere warm and cozy to cuddle up. Please
help Mrs. Gowing build our very own igloo by donating your
empty, rinsed milk jugs. It will take 155 jugs to build the
perfect igloo.

Winter Carnival – Island Life! Forget the snow. Take a trip
to the tropics during Liberty Common School’s Winter
Carnival on Friday, February 4th 5:30-7:30PM in the LCS
gym. This free family event includes live steel-drum music,
bounce houses, games, crafts, balloon twisters, and beachy
photo-booth memories. One free serving of popcorn and
cotton candy per person; 2 slices of Panino’s pizza and a
drink available for $4. Don your floral shirts and sandals to
enter the costume contest. There are prizes for finest island
girl and boy in each grade. Volunteers needed to get this seaside party started: SIGN UP
HERE. To donate supplies CLICK HERE.

Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | January 26, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

