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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Flannery O'Connor Week at LCS.
Flannery O’Connor once said in her typically humorous, yet bluntly
truthful style: “I don't deserve any credit for turning the other cheek
as my tongue is always in it.” O’Connor was an American novelist
and short-story writer whose stories are strange and full of
grotesque oddballs, mean-spirited scoffers, and truth. Best known
for her story “A Good Man is Hard to Find," O’Connor’s stories
staggered America, and we’re still reeling from them. Readers of
O’Connor are either troubled or delighted, but all are changed.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

The Best Prepare for the Worst
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
School emergencies are rare, and always come as a surprise. The best way to conquer
them is to practice responding to likely scenarios.
In the weeks leading up to
the school year, Liberty
Common School faculty,
support staff, and
administrators conducted
many hours of training for
various emergency
situations. We trained on how
to train students for
emergency events upon their
arrival at the start of the
school year.
Indeed, over the past two weeks school has been in session, students have been
instructed on how to respond to specific threats, where to move for emergency shelter,
how to quickly evacuate the building, and how to muster at designated rallying points. We
practiced, and practiced again.
I snapped the nearby photos
this week during a highschool evacuation drill – the
second of the school
year. The upper image
depicts students mustering at
one of four off-site rally
points. The lower photo
depicts school administrators
and staff debriefing the drill,
and noting opportunities for
improvement.
Everyone at our elementary
campus conducted successful emergency drills, too. Under the capable leadership of our
Chief Operating Officer Rick Wrona, our building principals, our security-team members,
and through consultation with multiple local emergency-response agencies, Liberty
students on both campuses can expect additional drilling and practices throughout the
school year.
I’m pleased to report Liberty students took these exercises seriously, and seem to
understand the high necessity of being ready for unlikely events we intend never to
occur. They also seem to appreciate just how much effort, planning, care, and love their
instructors devote to undertaking the school’s emergency preparations.

All School Newsworthy Notices
Precautions Taken This Morning. The Liberty Common School staff at both campuses
reacted, this morning, to social-media chatter about a possible act of school violence in
Northern Colorado. The elementary school started the school day by actuating
precautionary “lockdown” procedures (students brought inside immediately, controlled
classroom door entry/exit, swift attendance reporting, heightened security alert around the
premises, etc.). A similar response was seconds from being fully deployed at the high
school when local law enforcement informed us (and all other area schools) the socialmedia gossip, which they had been monitoring through the night, did not constitute a
credible threat. The school’s precautionary posture was thereby eased at both campuses
just as the school day was starting leaving most Liberty students unaware. Nonetheless,
should any students mention this morning’s precautionary responses to parents, this
announcement explains the matter. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
your building principals, or the school’s Chief Operating Officer Mr. Rick Wrona , who
leads the school’s security team.

Yom Teruah (Day of Shouting). The Jewish New Year holiday Rosh
Hashanah starts at sundown on Monday, Sept 6, and ends the evening of
Wednesday, Sept 8. For Liberty families celebrating the high holiday, may
you enjoy blessed Days of Awe. For more information about the ancient
celebration CLICK HERE.

LCS @ The Exchange. Join all Liberty
families (K-12) at The Exchange in Old
Town Fort Collins on Wednesday,
September 15. Drop in any time between 58:00PM to enjoy delicious food and drinks,
socialize with the Liberty community in the
courtyard, play some cornhole, and enjoy
live music. A portion of your food and
beverage purchase will be donated to our
excellent school. Participating businesses
include Old Town Churn, Penrose
Taphouse & Eatery, Crooked Stave,
CopperMuse Distillery, Old Town Putt,
Chick’nCone, and more. We can’t wait to
see you there!

Traffic-Safety Input Needed – Today. If you have thoughts about whether school-zone
signage/crosswalks/speeding enforcement around Liberty Common Elementary School
could be enhanced, CLICK THIS LINK to the Fort Collins Transportation Capital
Projects Prioritization Study and register your opinion. Over a year now since the Nancy
Grey/Sharp Point cut-through has been connected, traffic patterns, and driving habits have
changed around the school in ways that could affect student safety, and school-property
access. The comment period ends today, so act fast. For a direct link to the comment
map, CLICK HERE.

Class of 2022 is #1. Colorado’s main predicter of college success is
the SAT, an assessment taken annually by high-school juniors. The
results came in over the summer; and, last week, the Colorado
Department of Education released rankings showing the Liberty
Common High School senior class, which earned a mean score of
1301, is the state’s most college-ready cohort.

This is the third year in a row LCHS seniors scored #1 in the state. In
fact, in LCHS’s entire history, and out of the state’s 644 high schools,
LCHS has never ranked lower than #3. This year’s LCHS Class of 2022
surpassed its nearest competitor by a remarkable 32-point margin. The
COVID pandemic has necessitated a commitment to fortitude and the
development of tenacity; and the mighty Class of 2022 rose to the
challenge, living up to the 2021-2022 schoolwide motto, Etiam Nunc,
Even Now. Go Eagles!

School-Security Volunteers Needed Next
Week. One of history's most horrific attacks
on American soil took place 20 years ago
next weekend. Lessons learned from that
day and from terrorist attacks since
September 11th, 2001 demand special
vigilance on anniversaries that America's
enemies laud. To be clear, neither we nor
law enforcement authorities have any
credible evidence or reason to believe our
schools are specific targets of any particular
group. However, given the importance of
9/11 -- particularly in the wake of recent events in Afghanistan -- we would be remiss to
not increase our situational awareness at both of our locations. As such, we are seeking
parent and grandparent volunteers who are willing to walk our grounds for an hour or two
on Thursday or Friday, and/or to monitor key points along Saturday's Liberty-2-Liberty 5K
run. No special experience is required other than the abilities to walk with a partner, carry
a radio, and report anything that looks unusual. If interested, please CLICK HERE to sign
up. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to Contact Mr. Rick Wrona by
email, or by phone at 571.422.2384.

Guitar Lessons. Liberty is now offering free guitar lessons. All you need is the $10.00
book, your own guitar, and your musical spark. Lessons will take place after school at
Liberty Common School on Tuesdays at 3:30 PM. If interested, please contact Mr.
Wallace or Mrs. Hoyer for more details before September 8th.

Constitution Day 2021. The
Veterans Plaza of Northern Colorado
and the Celebrating Gratitude
Campaign have invited Liberty
Common School students and
families to join in celebrating the
blessings of liberty on Constitution
Day 2021 – September 17,
2021. Constitution Week was
established by Congress dedicating
September 17-23 as an annual week
of observance. President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the resolution into public law on
August 2, 1956. Location: Pelican Lakes Resort & Golf Club in Windsor, Co. Time: 5:30 –
8:00PM. Cost: $25/adult; $10/student for food, beverages, a reenactment of “It’s 1787” by
the Northern Colorado Colonials, a keynote presentation, and some student
presentations. To register, CLICK HERE. For more info, CLICK HERE. Proceeds benefit
educational programs of the Veterans Plaza and the Daughters of the American
Revolution. Questions? CLICK HERE.

Cotillion, Social Skills. The Fort Collins Cotillion is gearing
up for its 30th anniversary with programs for students in
grades 4 – 8. Registration begins, September 23, 2021 at

10:00 a.m. Classes convene at Fort Collins Country Club,
and run on Sundays. Traditionally, many Liberty students
participate in this valuable activity. For more information
CLICK HERE .

Festival of Ideas is Fast Approaching. Reserve your seats today to be sure you can
attend the presentations of your choice. Festival of Ideas is a colloquium at which content
experts and secondary students lead diverse and vibrant conversations of intellectual
curiosity and brilliance. Speakers from a variety of disciplines, including mathematics,
literature, philosophy, science, art, music, and history aim to give participants a taste of
what true leisure feels like: a gateway to the good life—a life in pursuit of beauty, truth,
goodness, and perfection. Click here to register.
Click here for presentation descriptions.

Elementary School Calendar
September 6 | Labor Day. No school.
September 15 | Night at the Exchange | 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. (See nearby announcement)
September 20 | Public-Information Night | 6:30 p.m.| LCS.
September 24 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
September 24 | Fall Festival | 5:30 p.m.
September 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.
October 1 | Individual Student Photos.
October 4 | 5th-6th Alcohol and Drug Education | 6:30 p.m. | LCS.
October 15 | LCS Talent Show | 6:30 p.m. | LCS Performance Hall.
October 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL.
October 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.
October 29 | Liberty T-shirt Day.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
On-line Registration. If you have not already done so, please complete online registration
for your student as soon as possible since the school year is underway. Even if you
completed new student-enrollment paperwork, you still need to complete this online
registration as it contains important agreements for which we need your responses.
Please use the link sent to you via e-mail on August 10th.

Make the Right Move. There is still time to register
your student for Chessmates. Chess club begins Sept.
10th. All ages from novices to beginners are welcome.
CLICK HERE for dates and registration link.

Patriot Day 2021. On Patriot Day, we
solemnly remember the nearly 3,000 people
who perished on September 11, 2001. With
gratitude, we honor the brave first responders,
resolute members of our military, and ordinary
Americans who showed extraordinary courage
to save others on that fateful day. We will
always be grateful for the heroic men and
women of our armed forces who fought in
defense of our country in the aftermath of the
largest terrorist attack on American soil, and we will never forget those who made the
ultimate sacrifice to defend our liberty and freedom. To commemorate the event, a special
ceremony will be held before the Freedom Run, also known as the Liberty-to-Liberty 5K
Race. This will take place at the elementary school at 8:00 am on Saturday, September
11. Please contact Mrs. Jeanie Bradley with questions.

Liberty Tradition Is Back. Join Liberty families in celebration of autumn at the Fall
Festival, September 24th, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed to make this
eventful night one to remember. CLICK HERE to volunteer during the event. CLICK
HERE to donate items needed.

Connecticut School Board Member
Visits Liberty. Southington Public

Schools board member, Ms. Missy
Cipriano, spent yesterday afternoon
touring Liberty’s elementary
campus. Ms. Cipriano was impressed by
the quality of classroom instruction and
the orderly behavior of the students, and
is enthusiastic to bring what she learned
back to the students and families of
Southington, CT. Ms. Capirano is
pictured nearby with her husband, Mr.
Chris Cipriano and Liberty elementary
principal, Mr. Casey Churchill.

Message From Headmaster
Mr. Bob Schaffer

Four Bells!
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Historians regard David Glasgow Farragut as the Republic’s greatest naval hero. He was
the Navy’s first rear admiral, first vice admiral, and first admiral. These titles didn’t exist
before him.
The commands he shouted at the Civil War naval battle at Mobile Bay in August of 1864
still inspire intrepidity across the decks and engine rooms of the modern U.S. Navy. This
year, Farragut’s famous words are echoing through the hallways and classrooms at
Liberty Common School, too, in a particularly rousing way. Here’s how.
In kicking off the final teacher-prep day just before
the start of each school year, I typically speak to
an all-school gathering of Liberty’s faculty and
staff about specific institutional goals ultimately
intended to keep us on course toward achieving
the school’s longstanding mission and vision. This
year, including a Farragut panegyric seemed ideal
to the task.
The nearby Navy recruiting poster accurately
depicts Farragut at the Battle of Mobile Bay. To
get above the cannonade miasma of the epic sea
battle, Farragut ascended the rigging of the main
mast giving him a clearer view of the fight.
Fearing he was likely to get shot, flung, or pulled
into the sea with the jetsam of a collapsed mast,
Farragut’s crewmen tied him to the rigging. From
his elevated vantage point, Farragut shouted
commands downward to the bridge captains who
maneuvered two adjoined warships.

Just ahead, one of Farragut’s lead attack ships
struck a torpedo, and quickly sank. In those days,
a torpedo was a stationary underwater bomb – a
hovering barrel filled with explosives, and covered
with an array of kinetic triggers. Today, they’re
called naval mines.
Indeed, the torpedo explosion revealed Farragut’s
battle group was flanked by a minefield. From his
perch, he concluded there was no way to survive,
much less win, other than to move his remaining
warships through it.
It was at this point that Farragut shouted the
famous words attributed to him, “Damn the
torpedoes. Full speed ahead!”
Except, he probably didn’t really say that. The
celebrated paraphrase was made legendary by
Chelsea Curtis Fraser’s biography entitled Damn
The Torpedoes, Full Speed Ahead – The Story of
Admiral David Farragut.
However, after years of piecing together multiple recollections from sailors who were
there, analyzing the circumstances of coordinating orders to the bridges of two adjacent
warships, and applying naval argot, historians now conclude it’s more likely Farragut said,
“Damn the torpedoes. Four bells Captain Drayton!”
In naval parlance, “four bells”
means full speed ahead. Made
fully aware of the torpedo field
to his right, cannonade from Ft.
Morgan on his left, and
approaching Confederate
warships straightaway,
Farragut’s training, education,
and experience took over
leading the Union Navy to
victory.
He knew Mobile Bay was not
the Confederates’ top defensive
priority. New Orleans was; and,
weeks prior, Farragut had captured the city there.
As such, Farragut knew the defenses around Mobile Bay were probably second
rate. Confederate torpedoes anchored along the edges of the minefield were probably
fresh; but the torpedoes further in, he suspected, being made of wood, were probably
waterlogged and inert – probably.
Though Farragut’s famous phrase is often associated with haphazard engagement in high
risk, in reality “Damn the torpedoes. Four bells!” is hardly a statement of recklessness. His
was, instead, an informed, well-educated, and professionally calculated command given at
exactly the necessary moment. The risk was actually understood and appreciated to a
rather sophisticated degree.
In a similar way, our mighty Liberty Common School
sails now into its second school year alongside a
COVID-19 minefield. Farragut’s example, therefore,
serves as an excellent one for us to consider and from
which to draw inspiration.
Over the past 18 months since our school first began

navigating its way through a viral pandemic, our
intrepid k-12 institution has boldly embraced an ethos
of “Improvise. Adapt. Overcome. Love.” It’s a beautiful
moral declaration that continues to keep the school’s
mission on track. We fervently project it still.
And as we undertake a second school year amid this
harrowing challenge – our own Battle of Mobile – we
can be confident we’ve learned a lot from our prior
experiences. We now know a thing or two about the
figurative minefields of public health, and we’ve
improved our calculus in plotting the most prudent
route forward.
“Four bells!” is affirmation we’re judiciously moving
ahead, full speed, into the 2021-22 school year. Our
fixed bearing remains set upon Liberty’s steady
academic mission. Achieving our best year yet is just
beyond our bow.
Four bells everyone! Four bells indeed!

In achieving this second in a series of major Gulf Coast victories, Farragut and his Union
battlegroup accelerated the conclusion of the Civil War helping achieve the maintenance
of the Republic, and the emancipation of slaves.

Alumni Update From Maj. Jenny Dziekonski, U.S.
Army, Ft. Bragg, North Carolina.

Liberty Common School alumna Major Jenny (Schaffer) Dziekonski pulled down a
second Master’s degree last month. The latest is for graduate coursework in humanresources administration in connection to her career in the U.S. Army. It was conferred by
Central Michigan University (Go Chippewas!).
Jenny attended LCS (Go Eagles!) through ninth grade (2002 – before there was a Liberty
Common High School), graduated from Fort Collins High School (Go Lambkins!),
graduated from the University of Dayton (Go Flyers!) on a full ROTC scholarship, and is
now a Major in the U.S. Army serving active-duty in a special-forces unit (Go
Airborne!). Her husband A.J. is an active-duty Army Ranger attached to a special-forces
unit. Both are based at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina.
Under any circumstances, securing a graduate business degree is a big deal. This one

was somehow accomplished while her husband was deployed in the field overseas,
necessitating their two young children moving for several months across country with
mom as she attended classes at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas.
Maj. Dziekonski is daughter of Headmaster Bob Schaffer and wife Dr. Maureen
Schaffer. And, there’s an even bigger accomplishment on the near horizon: Jenny is just
a few months away from having another baby! Number three for her and AJ; number eight
among the Schaffer grandchildren. Stay tuned: Another exciting “Alumni Update” from Maj.
Dziekonski is in the making.
Go Eagles! Go Flyers! Go Chippewas! Airborne!

Every Family A Donor
Contribute to Liberty While You Shop. Turn your everyday spending into a catalyst for
donations to Liberty Common School. Participate by signing up for one of many affiliate
programs offered by King Soopers, Amazon, and Box Tops for Education. When you
sign up for these programs, and spend money at these retail outlets, they donate a portion
of your purchase back to Liberty.

Drink Milk for Cash. Collect bottle caps from your
dairy products and drop them off at the elementary
school campus. Then Morning Fresh gives back to
our school. Simple.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds

Athletic Information. For more information regarding athletics, please visit our website
at www.lceagles.com. Here you will find all athletics information, news, updates, and
more.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.

How does Liberty’s Funding Compare to

Neighborhood Schools?
By: Joel Goeltl, Treasurer Board of Directors
March, 2015
Liberty Common School receives approximately 85% of the
public funding Poudre School District provides to its
“neighborhood” schools.
Liberty’s primary funding source is the tax dollars allocated
annually by the Colorado legislature to each school district in the state. This allocation is
called the Per Pupil Revenue (PPR). In accordance with Liberty’s charter contract, Poudre
School District (PSD)... CLICK HERE to continue reading .

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 147. When Required. All dances must be
chaperoned. It is well to ask both men and women, so they
can dance and enjoy themselves. In going to a public
dance, an older person should go with your group.
"A boy never takes a girl to his home, or club or fraternityhouse, unless this mother or an older woman is present to act as hostess.
"When a girl goes out of town to a dance, or to visit a boy, she takes a chaperon unless
the boy’s mother will act as a chaperon.
"In most towns, boys and girls do not go to hotel dining-rooms or restaurants without a
chaperon. On picnics, young boys and girls should always take an older person.”

News Worth Repeating
Lunch Ordering. Lunch service will begin
this Tuesday, Sept. 7th. Order school
lunches by CLICKING HERE. We have
great restaurants delivering fresh, hot meals
each week. The order deadline is 1PM the
day before so you still have plenty of time.

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K. Buy your L2L 5k tickets by CLICKING HERE. Ticket purchase is
$30. Please check future editions of Liberty Common Sense for the t-shirt delivery day.
All5k profits will go towards supporting Ezra Black and his family while he fights leukemia.

All Fall Sports Are Underway at Liberty Common. Schedules for all events are on the
athletics website (CLICK HERE), and in the calendar on the high-school website
calendar. Please EMAIL US with any questions.
Come Out, Support Our Eagles. Volleyball-season passes are now for sale. CLICK
HERE to purchase a family pass or individual pass; or, buy them at the door where we
now accept cash, and credit cards.
Registrations, Roster. If you hear from your coach or from Rory Schulte, our new
Assistant Athletic Director, that you are missing any sports-registration information, please
refer to the Sports-Registration-Information LINK, and ensure you have completed all
portions of the fall-sports-registration process.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. Reynolds with any highlights or accolades to include in The
Liberty Common Sense.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community - staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register. We recommend you do not register using your smart phone or Ipad. Please see
below for current volunteer needs.

Mrs. Gowing, is seeking volunteers to lend a hand in the library shelving books, covering
books, and Literary Lunch Bunch. Flexible hours available. Please CLICK HERE to learn
more and begin volunteering soon.

Art K-2 Needs Volunteers. Mrs. Nichols is recruiting volunteers to assist in her
classroom. Various times are available. Please CLICK HERE to see what’s needed,
when, and to sign up.

Masks On Buses Mandatory. Federal agents have mandated wearing masks for anyone
utilizing public transportation – CLICK HERE – this includes students riding Liberty
Common School buses. Parents, if your child rides the bus for shuttling between
campuses, or for off-campus activities, please make sure your child is sent to school with
a mask. The school’s supply of masks for kids who forgot to bring their own was drawn
down considerably after one week of school. If unmasked, kids may be prohibited from
riding an LCS-owned bus, and be required to call parents for pickup at their campus of
origin.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684

Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| September 26 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

