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ETIAM NVNC (EVEN NOW)

Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Claude Elwood Shannon Week at LCS.
Claude Elwood Shannon is considered the founding
father of the electronic communications age. He was an
American mathematical engineer whose work on technical
and engineering problems within the communications
industry laid the groundwork for both the computer industry
and telecommunications. Shannon’s M.I.T. master’s thesis
has been called the most important of the 20th century. It
was the first to use the “0s” (zeros) and “1s” (ones) that make up the basis of modern
computer coding.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Advancing Liberty “Even Now”
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
In proposing this year’s school motto, top student leaders composed an elegant request
that every Liberty parent should see, especially as we launch an ambitious school year
despite distractions of pandemic proportion.
“Dear Mr. Schaffer, As you know, each year, the School Captains select a class motto. We
have been thinking about what motto would specifically fit our class and also represent the
values of Liberty Common High School, and we have narrowed in on one we particularly
like: ‘Even Now.’
The idea behind ‘Even Now’ is the belief that truth,
beauty, and goodness are at hand ‘even now,’ in the
present, no matter the current challenges. This motto
insists that growth and truth are not illusive concepts to
be found in an out-of-reach future or a lost past, but
instead values available in the present moment,
available ‘even now.’ Not only does this claim that each
moment of life has value and purpose, but it speaks of
an undying hope in something beyond physical
situations, beyond the material world.
‘From the perspective of our specific class, the recent
COVID pandemic has necessitated the development of
a tenacity in our peers. We have noticed that our
classmates have recognized the lie of constantly
stressing about the future or dwelling in the past,
instead striving to live in the present moment. As we
approach a new year of unknowns and expectations, this motto advocates for hope no
matter the victories and no matter the trials.
“This motto also fits with the Liberty capstone virtues, particularly those of gratitude and
fortitude. While it is easy to find contentment in moments of success or the reaching of a
goal, it shows much deeper virtue to believe in the worth of every moment, to persist in
gratitude and perseverance in every ‘even now’ of disappointment or failure.
“We have consulted the Latin instructors about the translation of the motto, and we have
concluded that the correct translation of the motto is ‘Etiam Nunc.’
“To sum all of our thoughts into one line, we would argue: Even now, with the current
successes and the current trials, goodness persists.
“We hope you will resonate with this motto as much as we have, and we look forward to
hearing your thoughts!
“Thank you so much for your considerations, Sydney Reinke and Ezra Black, School
Captains 2021-2022.”

All School Newsworthy Notices

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K. Buy your L2L 5k tickets by CLICKING HERE. Pre-ticket purchase
is $25. Day-of ticket purchase is $30. A “must-have” t-shirt is included. Pre-ticket
purchase will end on August 30th. You will be able to pick up your t-shirt from the front
office at LCHS if you purchase a ticket after August 30th.

LCS @ The Exchange. Join all Liberty families (K-12) at The Exchange in Old Town Fort
Collins on Wednesday, September 15. Drop in any time between 5-8:00PM to enjoy
delicious food and drinks, socialize with the Liberty community in the courtyard, play some
cornhole, and enjoy live music. A portion of your food and beverage purchase will be
donated to our excellent school. Participating businesses include Old Town Churn,
Penrose Taphouse & Eatery, Crooked Stave, CopperMuse Distillery, Old Town Putt,
Chick’nCone, and more. We can’t wait to see you there!

Masks On Buses Mandatory. Federal agents have mandated wearing masks for anyone
utilizing public transportation – CLICK HERE – this includes students riding Liberty
Common School buses. Parents, if your child rides the bus for shuttling between
campuses, or for off-campus activities, please make sure your child is sent to school with
a mask. The school’s supply of masks for kids who forgot to bring their own was drawn
down considerably after one week of school. If unmasked, kids may be prohibited from
riding an LCS-owned bus, and be required to call parents for pickup at their campus of
origin.

New Superintendent Talks
Charters. After just a few weeks on the
job, new Poudre School District
Superintendent Brian Kingsley met
with leaders of Northern Colorado
charter schools. The gathering took
place this morning at a regular
breakfast meeting convened by Liberty
elementary principal Mr. Casey
Churchill. LCHS Principal Torgan
Lovely, and Headmaster Bob Schaffer
attended, too. Maintaining good public-

education-related political connections
is a high priority for our school, as is
maintaining the school’s high
leadership profile in the charter-school
movement. The nearby photo of
Superintendent Kingsley (white shirt),
listening to Mr. Schaffer was taken by
Mr. Churchill.

Stay-Home Illness Policy. In last week's newsletter, Headmaster Schaffer wrote, "The
absolute necessity of keeping sick and/or symptomatic children out of school will be
redundantly communicated, and reinforced in every practical way." We insist every parent
keep our Stay-Home-Illness Policy (CLICK HERE) close for reference, and utilize it in
decision making.
Please keep your children home with any symptom of illness until they are
symptom-free for 24 hours.
If your child is exhibiting any persistent symptoms of COVID-19, the Larimer County
Health Department recommends they consult their doctor prior to school return, and
they also consider wearing a mask for a couple days upon return.
Most of all, use prudent parental judgement, and please show an abundance of
caution and courtesy when assessing the need for your child to stay home with any
signs or symptoms of illness. Our teachers will be happy to work with students
who are home ill to get them caught up on their school work.
The school has discontinued the tradition of issuing “perfect-attendance” awards to
preclude perverse incentives which might unwittingly encourage ill children to come
to school. We actually did this last year, too, with positive effect. It’s far more heroic
these days for a child to stay home if they exhibit any symptoms of illness.
Thanks for your cooperation. Please direct any specific questions to your school health
office. -Natalie Dybzinski, RN, BSN

Young Marines Recruiting. The Rocky
Mountain Young Marines is holding a
Recruit-Interest Meeting on Tuesday,
August 31st at 6:45PM in LCS room 109
(Mrs. Hoyer's room). Join other LCS
students in learning leadership skills,
physical training, and serving our
community. Our upcoming Recruit Class
begins on October 21st. Please join us for
this meeting which will be run by Young
Marines, and unit staff. All youth ages 8-18
are welcome. Email Mrs. Hoyer or contact
her in person if you can be there, or have
any questions.

Elementary School Calendar
August 30 - September 1| 6th Grade to Eco Week.
September 6 | Labor Day. No school.
September 15 | Night at the Exchange | 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. (See nearby announcement)
September 20 | Public-Information Night | 6:30 p.m.| LCS.

September 24 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
September 24 | Fall Festival | 5:30 p.m.
September 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community - staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register. Please see below for current volunteer needs.
Mrs. Gowing, is seeking volunteers to lend a hand in the library
shelving books, covering books, and designing and assembling
bulletin boards. Flexible hours available. Please CLICK HERE to
learn more and begin volunteering soon.

Art K-2 Needs Volunteers. Mrs. Nichols is recruiting volunteers
to assist in her classroom. Various times are
available. Please CLICK HERE to see what’s needed, when, and to
sign up.

Lunch Ordering. Lunch service will begin Sept. 7th. Please send your student with sack
lunches until then. Order school lunches by CLICKING HERE. We have great restaurants
delivering fresh, hot meals each week. The order deadline is 1PM the day before so you
still have plenty of time.

Health Information. As we enter a new school year, please remember all student
medication authorization forms, immunization exemptions, and healthcare-action plans
need to be updated annually. You can find all the form listed on the schools website under
health forms here. Please contact Mrs. Dybzinski our school nurse with any questions.

Message From LCS
Principal Mr. Churchill
and LCHS Principal
Mr. Lovely.
Welcome Back
By Mr. Casey Churchill LCS Principal Mr. Torgun Lovely LCHS Principal
By Casey Churchill
Welcome back to Liberty Common School! I hope everyone had a relaxing summer
recharging for the new school year. We are so excited to have kids back in their seats
ready to learn. This is going to be a great year. The teachers worked hard to prepare for
the coming year, and I am happy to say, “We are READY!”
During the week of August 9 th, the administrative team conducted new-staff training. While
we didn’t have any new teaching staff, we do have a new 3 rd-grade TA, Andrea Green as

well as a new Academic Support Team Paraprofessional, Trisha Wadsworth.
This week was packed full of Liberty philosophy and conversations about the benefits of
Core Knowledge. We feel confident the few new staff we have hired hit the ground running
this week. Please check out the new staff bios in The Liberty Common Sense to learn
more about them.
During the week of August
16 th, returning staff joined us
for more professional
development. This year our
focus was on our math
curriculum. We hired a
Singapore Math trainer,
Tricia Salerno, to work with
our teachers to ensure
continuity of our math
instruction. With the recent
adoption of our Singapore
Math Standards edition, our teachers are fired up to teach this math curriculum with
fidelity.
Each year, the staff plays a big part in developing yearlong academic goals and assisting
in any instructional improvements. Their expertise and unwavering commitment to make
Liberty the best school.
Our staff is dedicated to teaching our students with excellence regardless of the
pandemic. With the 2020-2021 school year accomplished with no student-learning loss,
we are committed to starting the year stronger than ever. I commend all of our classroom
instructional professionals for their leadership.
Finally, I thank you. As parents, your overwhelming support is crucial, and
appreciated. Thanks for attending our annual Back-to-School Social, and Back-to-School
Night. It was great seeing everyone here at the school again. I hope you enjoyed an icecream treat and were able to meet this year’s classroom teachers. We always enjoy
spending time meeting with families and discussing all that our students are learning.
Thank you for supporting and encouraging your children to complete summer packets. As
an agency education, we believe it is the right and responsibility of parents to direct the
education and upbringing of their children. Your guidance and support in encouraging and
helping your children with the completion of these summer academic goals is a great
example of our philosophy in action. We are here to assist you in your children’s
education. Please know our doors are always open throughout the year.
By Torgun Lovely
This past Monday, the hallways were teeming with enthusiastic scholars, overflowing with
joyous anticipation of the next leg in their academic journeys. It was truly an electric
atmosphere, and has helped fuel a marvelous first week of classes.
The elation felt by the student body was affirming for the faculty, staff, and student
leaders, who feverishly prepared over the summer to make this school year the best year
in the history of LCHS. Many were in and out of the building working on training programs,
curriculum development, summer courses, room arrangements, special events, newstudent orientations, and other projects to get ready to hit the ground running.
Last week’s Torch Trek also set the stage for a remarkable start, and set the bar high for
future Treks. Senior School Captains Sydney Reinke and Ezra Black put in heroic efforts
over the summer to plan a magnificent celebration, and the result was breathtaking. The
iconic hike, the vibrant music, the inspirational guest speaker, the delicious food, the
meaningful ceremony, and the many other aspects of the evening all went off without a
hitch thanks to their expert leadership. It was truly a Torch Trek for the ages.
Speaking of our seniors: Congratulations to Liberty’s Class of 2022 upon achieving a sky-

high SAT mean score of 1301, which is likely to be one of the highest scores in Colorado
(final statewide rankings are pending). Earning college-readiness test scores that
consistently place our seniors at the top in the state is a sustained historic trend and a
huge distinction that opens college doors for all of Liberty’s students.
With so many successes to celebrate around Liberty, it’s easy to underappreciate the
magnitude of Liberty’s SAT accomplishment. And, while the incoming seniors deserve the
heft of credit for the yeoman’s work they’ve done preparing themselves for college
success, these seniors would be the first to credit their parents and teachers going all the
way back to kindergarten.
The mighty Class of 2022 is setting the tone for the entire high school and junior high.
They’ve come up with a class motto intended to inspire all students, staff and parents
alike: ETIAM NVNC – Even Now. In their proposal to Headmaster Schaffer, the School
Captains wrote, “The idea behind ‘Even Now’ is the belief that truth, beauty, and goodness
are at hand ‘even now,’ in the present, no matter the current challenges.” Our student
leaders are amazing, and have already posted these words in every classroom and
throughout the school.
We have a few new instructors, and big plans for the year on which we will elaborate in
this same spot in subsequent newsletters. But for today, the big news is all about our
fabulous students returning to school for another year of hard work and academic
success. Oh, they’ll have a ton of fun, too.
Many great feats will be accomplished this year, but the greatest and most profound of all
of them will be the progress made in each scholar's educational journey. Our faculty and
staff members are fully aligned with the academic vision, mission, and philosophy of the
school, standing ready to help students understand and be inclined toward truth, beauty,
goodness and perfection.
Thank you for choosing to educate your kids at Liberty Common School and for
supporting this thriving and dynamic revolution in public education. The entire staff and I
are blessed and honored by your trust, your confidence, your partnership, and most of all,
by your children.

Alumni Update From Alex Diehl LCHS ’21,
LEGIO XIII, Now Attending Baylor University in
Waco, TX

“It’s kind of hot here,” reported LCHS alumnus Alex Diehl from the Baylor University
campus in Waco, Texas. But college life, so far, is “awesome. I love it!”
The 2021 graduate, and member of the Legion of XIII, officially launched his postsecondary expedition on Monday after a few weeks of acclimatizing, and a sprightly
“Welcome Week.” Diehl is majoring in mechanical engineering.
His first-semester emprise includes classes like calculus, chemistry, engineering lab,
writing, a general Baylor class, Christian scriptures, and chapel. On top of that, Diehl
reports he’s got a pretty good roommate who hails from North Carolina.
Expressing appreciation for his LCS instructors, Diehl said, “Thanks! It was a good four
years (through LCHS). I’m happy to be in college now having a great time. It seems pretty
easy so far. High school was great while it lasted.”
And, he posed freehearted advice for current Liberty students: “Apply to Baylor. This place
is awesome!” Go Bears!

Every Family A Donor
Parking Spaces Reserved. Each LCS campus reserves two
premium parking spaces for top bidders in our yearly parking-space
auction. Thank you to this year’s winners for their generous support
of Liberty Common School. If you are not the “owners” of one of
these spaces (they are clearly marked), please refrain from parking
there any time, day or night, through the rest of the school year.
Thank you.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds

Athletic Information. For more information regarding athletics, please visit our website
at www.lceagles.com. Here you will find all athletics information, news, updates, and
more.
All fall sports are now underway at Liberty Common. Schedules for all events are on the
athletics website (CLICK HERE), and in the calendar on the high-school website
calendar. Please EMAIL US with any questions.
Come Out, Support Our Eagles. Volleyball-season passes are now for sale. CLICK
HERE to purchase a family pass or individual pass; or, buy them at the door where we
now accept cash, and credit cards.
Registrations, Roster. If you hear from your coach or from Rory Schulte, our new
Assistant Athletic Director, that you are missing any sports-registration information, please
refer to the Sports-Registration-Information LINK, and ensure you have completed all
portions of the fall-sports-registration process.

New LCS Assistant Athletic Director. Meet Mr.
Rory Schulte, Liberty Common School's new
Assistant Athletic Director. Originally from

Tennessee, Mr. Schulte moved to town during his
middle-school years, after which he attended Fort
Collins High School. He earned a bachelor’s degree
in health and exercise science with a minor in sports
management from Colorado State University. Mr.
Schulte has coached both junior-high, and highschool cross country, as well as track and field for
Liberty Common for the past six year. In his time at
LCS, he led the Eagles to various league and state
titles. Mr. Schulte has also gained experience with
LCS's virtues and a desire to contribute to the
continued excellence of our mighty school.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. Reynolds with any highlights or accolades to include in The
Liberty Common Sense

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.

Who Owns Our School?
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
A rather active parent of longstanding membership in the Liberty
community asked me once, “So, who actually owns Liberty?” Yes, I suppose the answer is
confusing, but it’s quite important nonetheless.
Parents own Liberty. But how we own it is an intricate construct: ( CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 146. Protection. Modern youth calls a
chaperon a patroness! A girl’s conscience is her best
chaperon. No amount of chaperoning can impose high
standards of conduct, yet there are occasions which, even
in these days of the freedom of youth, call for a
chaperon. A chaperon is not a police-woman. Many older
people refuse to act as chaperons for young people because of the rude treatment they
receive. A chaperon is a guest who is willing to favor you with her protection and help.”

News Worth Repeating
Robotics Returning to Liberty. Parents of 4th- 6th grade students, CLICK HERE for
important information. CLICK HERE for application. Deadline for application is Aug. 30,
2020.

Parenting, Love, Logic. Save the dates to join Mrs. Stoltzfus for this fun-filled six-week
parenting course. Parenting the Love and Logic WayTM provides parents with tools and
techniques to raise respectful, responsible and enjoyable children. Parents will learn
strategies to avoid un-winnable power struggles, to stay calm and empathetic, to set
enforceable limits, to empower their children rather than enable them, and help their
children learn from their mistakes. The class occurs during the school day (six days of
primo parking for pickup).
Dates: Monday afternoons, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1, and 11/8
Time: 1:00pm –3:00pm
Location: Liberty Common Elementary School, Mrs. Hoyer’s Music Room
Cost: $15.00 (to cover the cost of the participant materials)
One participant from last year said, “The class was a wonderful experience. It brought a
fresh perspective to our day-to-day struggles and has already reduced the frequency of
arguing in our household.” Registration opens on Friday, September 13th through The
Liberty Common Sense. Watch for the registration link. The class is limited to the first 20
registrants.

Chessmates Begins Sept. 10th. All ages are welcome. CLICK HERE for dates and
registration link.

Liberty2Liberty 5K Form, Liberty2Liberty 5K Web Registration
Host a Foreign-Exchange Student
Substitute Interest Form

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| September 26 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

