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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Polykleitos Week at LCS.
Polykleitos was a 5th Century BC sculptor and a major force in the
development of the classical era of Greek art. While Polykleitos was
best known for his masterly bronze sculptures of young athletes, he
was also one of the most significant aestheticians in the history of art.
His treatise on achieving artistic perfection by adhering to
mathematically derived proportions continues to influence artists
today.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Attend Wednesday’s Big Dinner Gathering
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
After talking about it for years, we’re finally doing it. Our school is organizing a big fall
gathering – a celebration of Liberty students and families. Everyone in our school
community ought to attend.
The event is taking place Wednesday, Sept 15 th, 5-8:00PM in Old Town Fort Collins at
“The Exchange.” Just show up, and buy dinner from participating restaurants supporting
our excellent school through this gathering.
Talk, mingle, enjoy being part of a thriving
academic community. There will be games,
live music, and lots of happiness swirling
about our mighty Liberty family. See the
announcement posted further down in this
newsletter for further details.
People need social interaction. Students
learn important skills tagging along and
observing adults engage in joyous, edifying
leisure – in person, not on screens.
When families congregate, for fun, around their mutual association with a serious school,
everyone reinforces for themselves, and for one another, the high importance of education
as a wholesome human endeavor.

All School Newsworthy Notices
Remembering September 11th. Tomorrow marks the the
20th anniversary of four coordinated terrorist attacks that
ended the lives of 2,996 people and set America on a
course of warfare that continues today. LCHS will begin its
Liberty-2-Liberty 5K event, tomorrow morning 8:00AM, with
solemn remembrance of the victims and historic
appreciation for the global significance of this tragic event.
LCS Headmaster Bob Schaffer was a Member of the U.S.
Congress at the time of the attack and chronicled his experiences including his visit to
"Ground Zero" one month after the attack. Schaffer's memoir has been used in Liberty
classrooms in past years drawing the lessons of 9/11 close to home. CLICK HERE to
read the article. Please CLICK HERE to read a column about 9/11 that Mr. Schaffer wrote
for the Coloradoan.

Grateful for Security Volunteers. Big thanks to the roster of
parent volunteers who signed up over the past two days to walk
around our school campuses and help keep an eye out for
security issues. The extra layer of security was applied in the

days leading up to tomorrow’s 20th anniversary of the 9/11
terrorist attack. Pictured nearby are supermoms Kristi Kerlin
and Anne Green who walked the elementary-school grounds
this morning with radio in hand to report anything out of the
ordinary. We still need more such volunteers to assist with
tomorrow’s (Saturday, 11 Sept) Liberty-2-Liberty 5K run
event. No special experience is required other than the abilities
to walk with a partner, carry a radio, and report anything that
looks unusual. If interested, please CLICK HERE to sign up. If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to Contact Mr.
Rick Wrona by email, or by phone at 571.422.2384.

Academic State Champs. A statewide charter-school
organization recognized, today, Liberty Common School’s
academic success in achieving an “academic state
championship” with its #1 SAT score. The SAT is Colorado’s
main predicter of college success. The test is an assessment
administered annually to all high-school juniors in the state, and
serves as an “apples-to-apples” comparison of college
readiness. The LCHS Class of 2022 posted an incredible
composite score. Please CLICK HERE to see the exciting
press announcement and further details.

Liberty Common School @ The
Exchange. All Liberty Common
School families are invited for a
casual evening of food and fun
next Wednesday, September 15
from 5-8PM. A portion of your
food and beverage purchase will
be donated to our excellent
school. Drop in any time to chat
with friends old and new, play a
yard game, and enjoy terrific
music. We hope to see you all
there!

Free Guitar Lessons. Liberty is now offering free guitar lessons for 5th - 12th grade
students. All you need is the $10.00 book, your own guitar, and your musical spark.
Lessons will take place after school at Liberty Common School on Tuesdays. If interested,
please contact Mr. Wallace or Mrs. Hoyer or Mrs. Wehmeyer for more details before
September 13th.

Official Count Day. All public schools in Colorado earn state funding based on the
number of students attending their school. It is crucial your student attends school
September 24 - October 8 so we may continue delivering quality education and
extracurricular programming. If your child will be absent during this time, please contact
the front office for an official document to sign. The importance of attendance on the days

leading up to and following October 1 cannot be overstated.

School Illnesses. Please re-read our updated "When to Keep Your Child Home From
School" guidelines. It is important to follow these and keep your student home from
school when they apply, even when inconvenient, to prevent the spread of illness to other
children.

Meet this year's keynote
speaker for Festival of Ideas,
Jonathan Gregg. He is a
mathematics professor who
hails from Hillsdale College in
Michigan. He teaches a vast
array of topics including The
Classical Quadrivium,
mathematics and deductive
reasoning, and logic & rhetoric. Click here to read more about him and to reserve
your seats via registration.

Elementary School Calendar
September 15 | Night at the Exchange | 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. (See nearby announcement)
September 20 | Public-Information Night | 6:30 p.m.| LCS.
September 24 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
September 24 | Fall Festival | 5:30 p.m.
September 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.
October 1 | Individual Student Photos.
October 4 | 5th-6th Alcohol and Drug Education | 6:30 p.m. | LCS.
October 15 | LCS Talent Show | 6:30 p.m. | LCS Performance Hall.
October 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL.
October 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.
October 29 | Liberty T-shirt Day.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

After-School Bus Pick-Up. It is imperative parents/guardians meet students taking the
shuttle bus from the elementary school to the high school as they disembark upon
arrival. If you are planning on waiting for your high-school or junior-high student, please
meet your elementary student at the bus and proceed to your car. It becomes a health and
safety concern for elementary students to not be attended, or to be allowed to roam school
grounds disrupting the learning environment taking place inside the building.

Liberty Tradition Is Back. Join Liberty families in celebration of autumn at the Fall
Festival, September 24th, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed to make this
eventful night one to remember. CLICK HERE to volunteer during the event. CLICK
HERE to donate items needed.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. The school has confirmed two new cases of COVID-19 at the elementaryschool campus. Parents and guardians of individual students determined to have been in
possible contact with the ill person(s) will be contacted by the Liberty Common
School Administration, or Larimer County Department of Health & Environment as
appropriate.
Quarantines Possible. Given reportable possible COVID cases involving Liberty
students, agents of the Larimer County Department of Health & Environment (LCDHE)
may contact families regarding quarantining students who may have come in contact with
infected-positive cases. In the opinion of LCDHE workers, some school-related activities –
band, choir, physical education, athletics – pose transmission risks that may compel
heightened quarantine responses. Instructions and recommendations on these matters will
be provided in a quarantine-order letter sent by LCDHE. Under LCDHE’s protocol,
students who are vaccinated against COVID-19 are exempt from quarantine
orders. Parents of vaccinated children may have to reply to a quarantine order to inform
LCDHE workers of their status, and exemption. These communications must take place
with LCDHE workers as the school only assists, but does not manage or issue LCDHE
quarantine orders, vaccination records, or the administration of other general medical
cases.
Watch for Symptoms, Stay Home. If your student develops any symptoms consistent

with COVID-19, follow isolation guidelines. Stay home from work/school and avoid other
activities around other people. Symptoms include: Feeling feverish, having chills or
temperature of 100.4°F or greater ● Loss of taste or smell ● New or unexplained persistent
cough ● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing ● Sore throat ● Runny nose or
congestion ● Muscle or body aches ● Headache ● Fatigue ● Nausea, vomiting ● Diarrhea.
Masks On Buses Mandatory. Federal agents have mandated wearing masks for anyone
utilizing public transportation – CLICK HERE – this includes students riding Liberty
Common School buses. Parents, if your child rides the bus for shuttling between
campuses, or for off-campus activities, please make sure your child is sent to school with
a mask. The school’s supply of masks for kids who forgot to bring their own was drawn
down considerably after one week of school. If unmasked, kids may be prohibited from
riding an LCS-owned bus, and be required to call parents for pickup at their campus of
origin.
Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID information,
including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s website – CLICK

HERE.

Message From Liberty Common Board of
Directors
Board of Directors Gratitude
One of the earliest virtues we parents teach our children is that of gratitude. From a young
age, our children are taught to say, '‘thank you" in recognition of kindness shown to
them. At Liberty, we focus on the capstone virtue of gratitude, which the Roman statesman
and philosopher Cicero deemed “the mother of all virtues.” Liberty’s Board of Directors
hereby expresses its genuine gratitude to our school community at the beginning of the
2021/22 school year by recognizing and thanking the following:
Liberty’s dedicated and talented administrators and professional staff and
instructors. Our school hallways are filled with joy and excitement thanks to the
hard work from all of Liberty’s incredible staff. Thanks to all those employed at
Liberty, our students are receiving the best education in the state of Colorado. The
Liberty staff’s commitment to providing our children the gift of a virtuous and
classical education is commendable, admired and extremely valuable.
Liberty parents and caregivers. The Board of Directors is grateful to all families
who entrust Liberty with the education of their children. Liberty is more than just a
school; it is an important community of parents and families who hold the education
of their children as a top priority. Through the pandemic challenges over the last 18
months, our families have supported one another and provided meaningful lift to
Liberty’s staff. Thank you for making Liberty such a special community.
Our financial donors and those who gift their time. Liberty’s educational delivery
is enhanced by the support of countless volunteer hours. Your efforts in Liberty’s
classrooms and during events are appreciated. Additionally, Liberty’s Board of
Directors is indebted to our generous financial donors. Thanks to you, Liberty
continues to hit fundraising records which are used to support our excellent
institution.
Outgoing Liberty Board Member Aislinn Kottwitz. June marked the end of Ms.
Kottwitz’s tenue as a Member of Liberty’s parent volunteer Board of
Directors. Under her wise leadership, Liberty reinstated the Headmaster position,
established a Director of Fundraising and created an incredibly successful
Development Committee. On behalf of the entire Liberty community, the Board of
Directors would like to express our deepest appreciation for Ms. Kottwitz’s
dedication to protecting and upholding Liberty’s founding philosophy and charter.
Please make attendance at an upcoming board meeting a priority. Liberty is a

parent-led school and attending a board meeting is a wonderful way for our families
to participate in the leadership and direction of our incredible school. Meetings
generally occur the fourth Thursday of each month at Liberty Common High
School. Board meeting details here.

Alumni Update From Tabitha Baptista Freeman
LCHS ' 13 (Inaugural Graduating Class), Now
Mom of Two.

“Don’t worry, I’m not going to be one of those moms that constantly posts pictures of her
kid. Just kidding, I am,” wrote LCHS alumna Tabitha Baptista Freeman in a recent
social-media post.
The post accompanied an adorable array of pics featuring Mila James Freeman born
three weeks ago today – Fri 20 Aug 2021 to Tabby and husband Pete Freeman. Proud
big brother Sebastian, a strapping 1 st grader, is featured in some of the new-baby shots,
too.
Some might recognize Mila’s dad as “Coach Freeman” a former LCHS basketball
coach. He’s now the head coach for the Highland High School men’s varsity basketball
squad in Ault, CO – his alma mater.
“My favorite teachers were Mr. Tullius and Mrs. Garland,” Tabby said today. “The older I
get, the less qualified I feel to give advice, but if there’s anything that I wish I’d known
about high school when I was a student, it’s that it doesn’t last forever. That statement will
resonate differently with different students, but it’s true no matter how you look at it. Hope
all is well!”
Congratulations Tabby and Coach Freeman. Go Eagles! Go Huskies!
We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Every Family A Donor
How to Give to Liberty. To see current giving opportunities at Liberty Common School,
you can always visit giving.libertycommon.org. There you can donate toward current
crowdfunding campaigns, the General Fund, the Mariya Garland Scholarship fund, and
more.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
September 15: Liberty Common School @ The Exchange (5-8PM).
October 8-9: Alumni Class Challenge.
November-December: End-of-Year Giving Campaign.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds

LCHS Women's Volleyball had its first league
match against Frontier Academy last night and
all three teams swept the competition. The
varsity squad is now 6-0 and is headed to a
tournament tomorrow at Dawson.

Coaching Changes for the 2021-2022 Campaign. We have been busy hiring coaches to
kick off the return to a normal sports' calendar this year, and we are excited to introduce
you to them.
Malik Brooks is our new Head Men's Basketball Coach. Mr. Brooks was the C-Team
coach last year, and has been promoted to take the reins of the program after an exciting
summer of leading the team to South Dakota for a summer tournament. We look forward
to having him aboard to bring energy and vision to our men's team. Malik has served as
the interim athletic director and is currently coaching our 8th-Grade Girls' Volleyball team.
Marie Beck is our new 7 th-Grade Girls' Volleyball Coach. Mrs. Beck has done a
remarkable job leading these young ladies to a great season start. With a background in
leading organizations and playing competitive volleyball, Marie has seamlessly created a
team culture befitting Liberty Common of which our seventh graders can be proud.
Bob Malone is our new Junior-High Cross Country Coach. Mr. Malone serves on the
board of the Fort Collins Running Club, and has extensive background in coaching
running and in physiology. Bob has done a remarkable job getting the team started this
year, as it has had three individual meet winners and a girls' team win at the Eaton
Invitational.
Brian Sparks is our new Head Men's Baseball Coach. Mr. Sparks comes to us after a
coaching and teaching career in Illinois. He has had success coaching baseball at
multiple levels and rebuilt a struggling program into one with a winning and virtuous
culture. Brian is excited to get started and to be a part of the Liberty Common community.
Athletic Information. For more information regarding athletics, please visit our website
at www.lceagles.com. Here you will find all athletics information, news, updates, and
more. Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions.

What Every Parent Needs to Know

Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.
Hiring The Best Instructors
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Headmaster
Liberty’s team of classroom instructors is widely regarded as
being among the nation’s best. Our school’s rigorous screening
and hiring processes contribute to the school’s history of consistently attracting and
retaining high-quality, truly professional instructors in classrooms spanning kindergarten
through twelfth grade.
On a near-weekly basis, school leaders from throughout the state and country.... (CLICK
HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 148. Courtesy. A chaperon or patroness does
not have an exceptionally gay time at best, but boys and
girls can do a great deal to make her task more pleasant.
Boys should always ask the chaperon to dance. If the
chaperon does not dance, a boy and girl should sit out the
dance with her and talk with her. Never leave a chaperon
alone in one corner of the dance-room like one to be shunned.
"Accept any suggestions a chaperon makes about conduct, music, or time for going home.
If you do not think her judgment is fair and just, you need not ask her to chaperon another
party.
"Be sure the chaperons are escorted to and from the dance or party.
"On leaving a party, say good-night to the chaperon, and thank her for coming to the
party.”

News Worth Repeating
Liberty-2-Liberty 5K. Buy your L2L 5k tickets by CLICKING HERE. Ticket purchase is
$30. All 5k profits will go towards supporting Ezra Black and his family while he fights
leukemia.

School-Security Volunteers Needed.
One of history's most horrific attacks on
American soil took place 20 years ago next
weekend. Lessons learned from that day
and from terrorist attacks since September
11th, 2001 demand special vigilance on
anniversaries that America's enemies
laud. To be clear, neither we nor law
enforcement authorities have any credible
evidence or reason to believe our schools
are specific targets of any particular
group. However, given the importance of
9/11 -- particularly in the wake of recent events in Afghanistan -- we would be remiss to
not increase our situational awareness at both of our locations. As such, we are seeking

parent and grandparent volunteers who are willing to monitor key points along Saturday's
Liberty-2-Liberty 5K run. No special experience is required other than the abilities to walk
with a partner, carry a radio, and report anything that looks unusual. If interested, please
CLICK HERE to sign up. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to Contact Mr.
Rick Wrona by email, or by phone at 571.422.2384.

On-line Registration. Please complete online registration for your student as soon as
possible. We still have several outstanding registration forms and our staff rely on updated
information for each school year. Please look for the reminder email in your inbox.

Constitution Day 2021. The Veterans Plaza of Northern
Colorado and the Celebrating Gratitude Campaign have
invited Liberty Common School students and families to
join in celebrating the blessings of liberty on Constitution
Day 2021 – September 17, 2021. Location: Pelican Lakes
Resort & Golf Club in Windsor, Co. Time: 5:30 –
8:00PM. Cost: $25/adult; $10/student for food, beverages, a reenactment of “It’s 1787” by
the Northern Colorado Colonials, a keynote presentation, and some student
presentations. To register, CLICK HERE. For more info, CLICK HERE. Proceeds benefit
educational programs of the Veterans Plaza and the Daughters of the American
Revolution. Questions? CLICK HERE.

Festival of Ideas is Fast Approaching. Reserve your seats today to be sure you can
attend the presentations of your choice. Festival of Ideas is a colloquium at which content
experts and secondary students lead diverse and vibrant conversations of intellectual
curiosity and brilliance. Speakers from a variety of disciplines, including mathematics,
literature, philosophy, science, art, music, and history aim to give participants a taste of
what true leisure feels like: a gateway to the good life—a life in pursuit of beauty, truth,
goodness, and perfection. Click here to register.
Click here for presentation descriptions.

Cotillion, Social Skills. The Fort Collins Cotillion is gearing
up for its 30th anniversary with programs for students in
grades 4 – 8. Registration begins, September 23, 2021 at
10:00 a.m. Classes convene at Fort Collins Country Club,
and run on Sundays. Traditionally, many Liberty students
participate in this valuable activity. For more information
CLICK HERE .

Lunch Ordering. Lunch service will begin
this Tuesday, Sept. 7th. Order school
lunches by CLICKING HERE. We have
great restaurants delivering fresh, hot meals
each week. The order deadline is 1PM the
day before so you still have plenty of time.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community - staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register. We recommend you do not register using your smart phone or Ipad. Please see
below for current volunteer needs.

Mrs. Gowing, is seeking volunteers to lend a hand in the library shelving books, covering
books, and Literary Lunch Bunch. Flexible hours available. Please CLICK HERE to learn
more and begin volunteering soon.
Art K-2 Needs Volunteers. Mrs. Nichols is recruiting volunteers to assist in her
classroom. Various times are available. Please CLICK HERE to see what’s needed,
when, and to sign up.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| September 26 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

