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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Claude Frédéric Bastiat Week at LCS.
Claude Frédéric Bastiat was a French economist, legislator, and
writer who championed private property, free markets, and limited
government and is best known for his work “The Law.” Perhaps the
main underlying theme of Bastiat's writings was that the free market
was inherently a source of "economic harmony" among individuals,
as long as government was restricted to the function of protecting
the lives, liberties, and property of citizens from theft or
aggression. Taxation for purposes beyond those core functions was
condemned by Bastiat as “legal plunder.”

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Festival of Ideas: The Next Big Thing
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
This past Wednesday’s social gathering of Liberty families at “The Exchange” in Old Town
Fort Collins was a smashing success. It was incredibly heartwarming seeing happy
families congregating around their mutual interests in their kids as fulfilled by our intrepid
school.
Kids definitely absorbed the notion that education is a
crucial human endeavor extending well into
adulthood. Liberty students witnessed how completely
parents embrace the responsibility of educating their
children to an extent the endeavor even shapes leisure
activity, and social interaction.
If you missed the event, don’t miss it next fall. In the
meantime, Liberty’s next big thing is coming up quick –
our annual Festival of Ideas on Saturday 2 October. By
all means, don’t miss out on this spectacular learning opportunity.
See further down in today’s Liberty Common Sense newsletter for event details,
registration instructions, and speaker announcements; or, CLICK HERE to register.
CLICK HERE for presentation descriptions. CLICK HERE for the website.
The Liberty Festival of Ideas has evolved into an annual thought assembly of tremendous
proportion attracting national-caliber lectures and lecturers, and fostering local academic
camaraderie. Seriously, all Liberty parents should get the Festival of Ideas on their
calendars.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty (either
campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please urge
them to attend our Public-Information Night Monday September 20, 6:30PM-8:30PM at
Liberty Common Elementary School in the Performance Hall. These are informative
presentations for all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach,
and why we do what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any
grades K - 11, attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those
waiting for the next open-enrollment spot.

Liberty On Air. Denver television Channel
7 News broadcast an excellent segment,
Tuesday, featuring Liberty Common
Schools senior Class of 2022. LCHS
seniors were recognized for earning the
states top SAT composite score with a
mean average of 1301. That's an incredible
figure which portrays Libertys k-12
curriculum and instructional program in a
very positive light. CLICK HERE or on the
nearby linked image to watch the segment.

VIRTUE Publication. The 9th issue of the Institute for Classical
Education’s publication of VIRTUE was sent out this week. There are
several insightful articles, along with an interview and a beautiful poem
surrounding the theme of cultivating leisure. CLICK HERE to access
this issue online, or CLICK HERE to receive a printed copy of the
magazine in the mail.

Parking Spaces Reserved. Each LCS campus reserves two
premium parking spaces for top bidders in our yearly parking-space
auction. Thank you to this year’s winners for their generous support of
Liberty Common School. If you are not the “owners” of one of these
spaces (they are clearly marked), please refrain from parking there
any time, day or night, through the rest of the school year.

Official Count Day. All public schools in Colorado earn state funding based on the
number of students attending their school. It is crucial your student attends school

September 24 - October 8 so we may continue delivering quality education and
extracurricular programming. If your child will be absent during this time, please contact
the front office for an official document to sign. The importance of attendance on the days
leading up to and following October 1 cannot be overstated.

Singapore Math Parent Boot Camp. The ratio of
Peter’s money to Henry’s money is 5:3 at first. After
Peter spent $12, they had an equal amount of money
each. Using a bar model, show how much money
Peter had at first.
The better parents understand math the “Singapore
Way,” the better their children understand these
concepts and flourish in math.
Liberty will be hosting a Singapore Math Parent Boot Camp on October 12 th at 6:30 at the
elementary-school campus.
This training will be led by Cassy Turner, a Singapore Math consultant, a former Liberty
parent, and BOD member. Join us for a fun-filled, engaging presentation.

Elementary School Calendar
September 20 | Public-Information Night | 6:30 p.m.| LCS.
September 24 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
September 24 | Fall Festival | 5:30 p.m.
September 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.
October 1 | Individual Student Photos.
October 4 | 5th-6th Alcohol and Drug Education | 6:30 p.m. | LCS.
October 12 | Singapore Math Boot Camp | 6:30 | LCS.
October 15 | LCS Talent Show | 6:30 p.m. | LCS Performance Hall.
October 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL.
October 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.
October 29 | Liberty T-shirt Day.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

Fall Festival is Next Week. Join fellow
Liberty families, next Friday, for live music,
games, crafts, food, and all-around
fun. Race to eat a donut, jump in the
bounce house, make a lantern, have some
fresh popcorn, and so much
more. Volunteers and item donations are still
needed to make this year's event a
success. CLICK HERE for the volunteer
sign-up. CLICK HERE for the donations
sign-up. Avoid ticket-sale lines by prepurchasing tickets Sept. 22 and Sept. 23,
2:30-3:30, in-front of the school.

Say Cheese. Individual picture day is Friday, October
1. Photo-ordering forms were given to classroom
teachers to distribute. Be sure to check your student's
backpack or Monday folder. You may also CLICK
HERE to print an order form or order online. (Click
on pre-order fall school portraits and have credit card
ready. Access Code : LCEL2021.)
Please turn in picture-order forms to your student's
teacher. If your child forgets his or her order form, Skillman Photography will still take your
child's picture and accept orders until Oct. 8th. If your child is absent, he or she may have
pictures taken on Picture-Make-up Day. Date TBD.

Liberty’s Got Talent. Calling all singers, dancers,
performers: Our annual Talent Show will be held on Friday,
October 15th at 6:30pm. Auditions will be held Monday,
October 4th and Tuesday, October 5th after
school. Auditions are open to every grade level. The
signup sheet will be posted during the last week in
September on the board across from the 5th-grade
staircase. Please email Amy Clemens with any
questions. We can't wait to see how talented our LCS students are.

Immunization Update. If your student is missing any immunizations, has not turned in
their records yet, or if an annual exemption form needs to be completed, please turn this in
at the school health office as soon as possible. Students without proof of required
immunizations for their age or an updated exemption form are, by law, not permitted to
attend school. For vaccine-exemption information CLICK HERE. Please contact Natalie
Dybzinski, School Nurse Consultant or Melissa Miller, LCS Health Technician if you
have any questions.
Glorious “Eco Week.” LCS 6th graders had a great time at the CSU Mountain Campus
last week during “Eco Week.” Eighty-five student naturalists attended along with their
instructor escorts. Liberty was the first school up there for the season, and the only school
there during our trip. We had the wilderness to ourselves. Mr. Huey reported, “We had
excellent, warm weather the entire time, and were able to do our entire program – ropes
course, stream ecology, homestead tour, hikes, wildlife ecology, tree ecology, team
building, and skits.” The nearby photos reveal good times were had by all.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. The school has confirmed two new cases of COVID-19 at the high-school
and seven at the elementary-school campus. Parents and guardians of individual students
determined to have been in possible contact with the ill person(s) will be contacted by the
Liberty Common School Administration, or Larimer County Department of Health &
Environment as appropriate.
Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

Message From Dr. Robert
Robinson, Assistant Principal,
LCHS

Serving the One
by: Dr. Robert Robinson
A few years ago, all of us who work at the school read Climbing
Parnassus by Tracy Lee Simmons. Simmons used summiting
this Greek peak as a metaphor for gaining knowledge and
appreciation for classical languages and, by extension, a
classical education. This type of education would incline
students toward beauty, truth, goodness, and perfection and
would provide the knowledge base to allow them to thrive in
their futures. Collectively, we are quite successful at launching
students along this path, and accolades such as sky-high test
scores and academic awards are a testament to our success as
a group. As proud as I am of these group accomplishments, I
feel even greater pride when I see how our school reaches out
to support one individual student who is struggling on his or her
journey and provides the helping hand which allows the student
to increase in self-reliance and continue the trek up the
mountain. I would like to describe some of the steps we take at LCHS to make sure no
student is lost or falls through the cracks on our climb.
First, we take great care during enrollment meetings with new students to consider
individual strengths and weaknesses and recommend a slate of classes that can best
meet each student’s needs. Sometimes, this means noticing low standardized test scores
or classroom grades in English or math and recommending a focused supplemental class
in place of a general study hall to provide a boost in those areas. Other times, we might
recommend deferring Latin for a year so a student can grow in his or her mastery of
English grammar before applying those principles to Latin. After the enrollment meeting,
our Student Services team reaches out to each new student a few weeks into the school
year to check on progress and discuss any issues which have emerged. Other groups
within the school, such as Ambassadors’ Club and National Honor Society provide social
help and tutoring.

Second, individual classroom teachers know
each of their students and quickly see who
is struggling. Teachers then embark on a
program of what we call tier-one
interventions, meaning support offered at
the level of the classroom teacher. These
efforts might include adjusting the seating
chart to put a struggling student closer to the
board, checking regularly with a student on
the way out the door to make sure the homework instructions are clear, inviting the
student to 9th-hour sessions for one-on-one help, and, of course, contacting parents
to learn more about the source of a student’s difficulties and to make joint plans with
families. Most students’ needs are met in this way by the classroom teachers
themselves.
Third, if a student is struggling across multiple classes, or if interventions by the

teacher are not proving sufficient, either teachers or families can refer a student to
our Student-Teacher Assistance Team, or STAT. STAT is composed of
administrators, classroom teachers, and Academic Support Team professionals. It
collects data including test scores, grades, and input from teachers to gain a
complete picture of the situation. Then, this team recommends certain interventions
such as a schedule change, an organized plan for taking advantage of 9th-hour
support, a planner plan, one-on-one discussions with a member of the STAT team,
or whatever other intervention seems most likely to help the student succeed. In
some cases, this process identifies a specific need that is best met by a Guided
Study through our Academic Support Team. These Guided Study classes are most
common where a specific learning disability is diagnosed and constitute our most
intensive level of intervention for student success.
These various strategies for finding and serving the one student who needs our
support are typically invisible to families and staff members who are not directly
involved. I am privileged to see this system at work on a regular basis and am proud
to work in an organization that does not allow collective excellence to blind us to
individual needs. If you are worried about your child, a talk with individual teachers is
a great place to start. Let them know your concerns and strategize together for
solutions. If you are seeing persistent struggles across multiple classes, a simple
email to me can start the process of a referral to our STAT Team. Let’s work
together to find and support those individual students who need a helping hand on
their educational journey.

Alumni Update From Tristan Hanley LCHS ’19,
Now Attending South Dakota School of Mines, in
Rapid City, South Dakota.

Among his favorite memories at LCHS was making a list with his classmates of Mr.
Mayer’s peculiar idioms, and awkward phrases. Class of 2019 alumnus Tristan Hanley
still recalls some of the homespun Mayerisms deployed by the sagacious history instructor
to help students remember key events.
Tristan is now in his third year at South Dakota School of Mines majoring in mechanical

engineering and adding a minor in aerospace engineering. He’s pictured nearby visiting
his mom Mrs. Mary Renstrom recently in her LCHS classroom where she’s a popular
English instructor.
Tristan also fondly recalls the upperclassman perk of open-campus lunches. He described
the anticipation of junior year when you get to leave campus for offsite lunch
destinations. “That was pretty nice,” he said. “That really broke up the school year.”
Liberty prepared him well for the freshman-year-engineering rigor at South Dakota School
of Mines, Tristan said. “It was pretty straightforward. There are general-education
requirements, and basic engineering classes,” he said.
“It was very nice coming from Liberty,” he added. “I came in a little bit ahead of most
people. When I took physics, I really didn’t need to pay a lot of attention because I’d
already learned everything, so the class was just like looking back at notes from my
Liberty classes.”
Tristan’s high-school coursework put him ahead in college, too. “I came in enough ahead
on coursework that I’m actually going to run out of classes to take for my major,” he
explained. “That’s why I’m able to add a minor in a regular four-year course schedule.”
Tristan finds the size of his college attractive at around 3,000 students. “This was nice for
me coming from a smaller school like Liberty,” he said. “The class sizes are similar, and I
know all of my professors pretty well.”
Adapting to roommates is something new to encounter, and requires a bit of
compromise. “Going into a dorm was the weirdest thing” Tristan said. “Figuring out how to
live with people, as well as go to school with them, that’s a lot different than high school.”
Liberty’s college-bound students ought to make the most of their college visits, Tristan
advised. “(College) visits are key,” he said. “If you don’t actually go talk to people at the
campus then you may not know what you might be getting into. Go have lunch with
random students on the visits and ask them about the college rather than relying on what
you’re told by the ambassador designated by the college to show you around.”
In building an attractive high-school transcript, Tristan says AP classes may be
overrated. “It’s okay to not take AP classes. If you’re struggling in school, something in
your schedule may need to change, and that’s okay,” he advises.
“Liberty is well designed to put you wherever you want to go, and you’re not shoehorned
into anything in particular. If you do well in high school, and get good grades, and do some
sports or extracurricular activities, you’ll be fine,” he said. “If you do poorly, you may get
locked into a few career options; but if you do well, you can go on and do whatever you
want.”
Looking back, Tristan offered more advice for Liberty students working their way toward
academic success: “Don’t be afraid to ask questions. Take advantage of ninth-hour
opportunities at Liberty.”
Go Hardrockers!
We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Every Family A Donor
Liberty Common School @ The Exchange. Liberty Common School night at The
Exchange on Wednesday was such a joyful gathering of our school community. It was a
beautiful evening marked by spirited conversations and accompanied by live jazz
(performed by our very own David Lunn), good food, fun, and games. Thank you all for
attending and for supporting Liberty through your food and beverage purchases.

Alumni Class Challenge. All graduates of Liberty
Common School are invited to participate in our firstever Alumni Class Challenge. Will the Class of 2018
generate the most total donations to Liberty? Perhaps
the Class of 2015 will contribute the most individual
donations? Maybe the Class of 2021 will be the first to
reach total donations of $5,000? Get ready to battle
with your graduating class against other Liberty
Common School alumni. This online event will begin
on October 8 and culminate on Homecoming, October
9. Rally your classmates and mark your calendars!

Alumni Contact Info Needed. Are you a graduate of Liberty Common School? We would
love to have your your updated contact info. CLICK HERE to send us your most current
address, email, and phone.

How to Give to Liberty. To see current giving opportunities at Liberty Common School,
you can always visit giving.libertycommon.org. There you can donate toward current
crowdfunding campaigns, the General Fund, the Mariya Garland Scholarship fund, and
more.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
October 8-9: Alumni Class Challenge.
November-December: End-of-Year Giving Campaign.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds

Reina Krueger is this week's High School MVP.
Reina will be featured by Fort Collins Townsquare media
this week. You can read the article here. Way to go,
Reina! Come out and support Eagles' Volleyball players
as they seek to continue their undefeated season.
Varsity Soccer Returns to Everett Field. After an
extensive process that included grading, sodding, new
drainage, and new irrigation, the Everett Field soccer
pitch is ready to host our Eagles. The first men's soccer
match will be Saturday, September 18th against Roaring
Fork High School. Varsity will kick off at 2:00 PM.
Wednesday Articles on LCEAGLES.com. Every Friday
you receive the most important information about
athletics and achievement right here in the Liberty
Common Sense. Starting next week, there will be a
weekly article with more expanded updates on our
current seasons, pictures, video, and any happenings in
our athletic department on lceagles.com. We will be sending out reminders and linking
these on our Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook feeds, as well.
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions regarding sports at
Liberty Common.
Mountain-Bike Points Leader. LCHS 11th grader Kade Kreikemeier competed in the
Individual Time Trail XC Mountain Bike Race for the Platte Region (one of the 4 regions in
the state) for the High School Colorado Cycling League in Steamboat on September
11th. Kade won the overall and will now be the varsity points leader for the Platte Region
going into his next race in Eagle.

What Every Parent Needs to Know

Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.

The Knowledge Connection
By E.D. Hirsch Jr.
Saturday, February 16, 2008
The Washington Post

Why has the No Child Left Behind law left so many children behind? According to the
latest scores from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), the reading
achievement of eighth-graders has declined since the law was passed in 2001, and the
large reading gap between advantaged and disadvantaged children -- "the achievement
gap" -- has stayed where it was. Today's eighth-graders had recorded gains in fourth
grade, but these have not led to improvements in later grades -- when reading scores
actually count for a student's future.
Those in Congress in charge of crafting revisions should understand that the law's
disappointing... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 149. Decorum. Young people are often very
thoughtless about their conduct in public. People who
never see you except on the street, form their opinion of
you by your conduct on the street. Business men who see
a boy lounging on street corners, sparring and roughhousing before pool-halls, bragging, making crude jests,
and acting like a young ruffian, do not care to employ that boy or recommend him for
employment. Girls who are loud and boisterous on the street, who call out to a boy or girl,
who are careless in their appearance, and thoughtless in their acts, are often judged by
older people to be careless and thoughtless in their moral standards. One should avoid
doing anything that attracts the attention of other people on the street. A girl must be
especially careful of her conduct on the street, lest some street loafer misjudge her and try
to make advances to her.”

News Worth Repeating
Fall Festival Is Back. Join Liberty families in celebration of autumn at the Fall Festival,
September 24th, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed to make this eventful night
one to remember. CLICK HERE to volunteer during the event. CLICK HERE to donate
items needed.

Quarantines Possible. Given reportable possible COVID cases involving Liberty
students, agents of the Larimer County Department of Health & Environment (LCDHE)
may contact families regarding quarantining students who may have come in contact with
infected-positive cases. In the opinion of LCDHE workers, some school-related activities –
band, choir, physical education, athletics – pose transmission risks that may compel
heightened quarantine responses. Instructions and recommendations on these matters will
be provided in a quarantine-order letter sent by LCDHE. Under LCDHE’s protocol,
students who are vaccinated against COVID-19 are exempt from quarantine
orders. Parents of vaccinated children may have to reply to a quarantine order to inform
LCDHE workers of their status, and exemption. These communications must take place
with LCDHE workers as the school only assists, but does not manage or issue LCDHE
quarantine orders, vaccination records, or the administration of other general medical
cases.
Watch for Symptoms, Stay Home. If your student develops any symptoms consistent

with COVID-19, follow isolation guidelines. Stay home from work/school and avoid other
activities around other people. Symptoms include: Feeling feverish, having chills or
temperature of 100.4°F or greater ● Loss of taste or smell ● New or unexplained persistent
cough ● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing ● Sore throat ● Runny nose or
congestion ● Muscle or body aches ● Headache ● Fatigue ● Nausea, vomiting ● Diarrhea.

Festival of Ideas is Fast Approaching. Reserve your seats today to be sure you can
attend the presentations of your choice. Festival of Ideas is a colloquium at which content
experts and secondary students lead diverse and vibrant conversations of intellectual
curiosity and brilliance. Speakers from a variety of disciplines, including mathematics,
literature, philosophy, science, art, music, and history aim to give participants a taste of
what true leisure feels like: a gateway to the good life—a life in pursuit of beauty, truth,
goodness, and perfection. Click here to register.
Click here for presentation descriptions.

After-School Bus Pick-Up. It is imperative parents/guardians meet students taking the
shuttle bus from the elementary school to the high school as they disembark upon
arrival. If you are planning on waiting for your high-school or junior-high student, please
meet your elementary student at the bus and proceed to your car. It becomes a health and
safety concern for elementary students to not be attended, or to be allowed to roam school
grounds disrupting the learning environment taking place inside the building.

Cotillion, Social Skills. The Fort Collins Cotillion is gearing
up for its 30th anniversary with programs for students in
grades 4 – 8. Registration begins, September 23, 2021 at
10:00 a.m. Classes convene at Fort Collins Country Club,
and run on Sundays. Traditionally, many Liberty students
participate in this valuable activity. For more information
CLICK HERE .

Lunch Ordering. Order school lunches by CLICKING HERE. We have great restaurants
delivering fresh, hot meals each week. The order deadline is 1PM the day before so you
still have plenty of time.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community - staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register. We recommend you do not register using your smart phone or Ipad. Please see
below for current volunteer needs.

Mrs. Gowing, is seeking volunteers to lend a hand in the library shelving books, covering
books, and Literary Lunch Bunch. Flexible hours available. Please CLICK HERE to learn
more and begin volunteering soon.
Art K-2 Needs Volunteers. Mrs. Nichols is recruiting volunteers to assist in her
classroom. Various times are available. Please CLICK HERE to see what’s needed,
when, and to sign up.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance

during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| September 26 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

