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Class of 2022 School Motto

Next Week is Adam Smith Week at LCS.
Next week is Adam Smith Week at LCS.
Adam Smith (1723-1790) was a Scottish philosopher
and economist who is best known as the author of An
Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth Of
Nations (1776), one of the most influential books ever
written. Smith showed that the vast ‘mercantilist’
edifice of his day was folly. He argued that in a free
exchange, both sides became better off. Quite simply,
nobody would trade if they expected to lose from it.
The buyer profits, just as the seller does. Imports are just as valuable to us as our exports
are to others. Because trade benefits both sides, said Smith, it increases our prosperity
just as surely as do agriculture or manufacturing. A nation’s wealth is not the quantity of
gold and silver in its vaults, but the total of its production and commerce – what today we
would call gross national product.

Let Them Play BALL

Get “Let Them Play BALL” Tickets Now. Purchase your tickets now for our not-to-bemissed school fundraiser event on April 29. This is going to be a delightful adults-only
evening of wonderful food, drink, and music together in the Stadium Club at Canvas
Stadium on the campus of CSU. Dress is casual and proceeds from ticket sales will
benefit our Let Them Play! initiative to replace the elementary playground, install field
lighting, and replace basketball hoops in the gym. We are nearing our goal of $250,000
raised for this worthwhile cause and your attendance and also donations will help us reach
the finish line. Tickets on sale until April 20, so don’t wait—get your tickets HERE and plan
to join us on April 29 at 6:30PM.

Message From Headmaster,
Bob Schaffer

Quest For Learning: It’s Personal
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
No school succeeds in forcing children to learn. Young students, being capable of acting
according to their will, are properly moral “agents” who are accountable for their own
individual actions.
It is upon this classical
philosophical precept that our
excellent school maintains
academic policies intended to help
parents guide their students to
choose correctly in pursuing their
personal intellectual growth. As

G.K. Chesterton observed,
“When we talk of a child being
well-developed, we mean that he
has grown bigger and stronger
with his own strength; not that he
is padded with borrowed pillows or
walks on stilts to make him look
taller.”
Chesterton’s expression here
aligns elegantly with the 7th of
Liberty Common School’s
“Declaration of Principles”
which states, “The principle
determinants of individual
academic success are individual
ability and effort. The policies of
the School (grading, discipline,
homework, pedagogy) must
support the student's adoption of a
personal quest for academic
growth using the clearly marked
path of expectations in knowledge,
skill, and character. The guiding
philosophy of the School
acknowledges that children can and should be held accountable for their own schoolwork
and behavior with the support of teachers and parents.”
It is futile to attempt forming a child to become that which she or he is not already capable
of becoming. “When we say that a puppy develops into a dog,” Chesterton wrote, “we do
not mean that his growth is a gradual compromise with a cat; we mean that he becomes
more doggy and not less.”
Liberty’s policies encourage discipline, hard work, cooperation, decision-making and
acceptance of the consequences for decisions made. The crucial imperative, nonetheless,
is that a student’s sense of alignment between their personal educational goals and those
of their school inspires in them a mature acceptance of responsibility for their own
education.

Elementary School Calendar
April 11 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Student Session.
April 11 | Town Hall/Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM | LCHS Great Hall.
April 12 | Kindergarten Concert | 6:30 PM
April 13 | No shuttle from LCS to LCHS.
April 25 | Town Hall/Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM | LCS.
April 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.
April 29 | Spring Fundraising | 6:30 PM | Canvas Stadium
May 2-6 | Teacher-Appreciation Week.
May 2 | 1st-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 2nd-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 3 | 3rd-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 4th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM
May 6 | Mayfest.
May 6-7 | 5th/6th Grade Dessert Theatre Production | Friday at 6:00 PM |
Saturday at 2 PM. | Tickets: $5/students, $8/adults.
May 10 | 5th-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 6th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 12 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 16 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 19 | Olympic Day.
May 20 | Last Day of School, 1/2 day, 11:00 release.

May 20 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 20 | LCHS Graduation.
May 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.

All School Newsworthy Notices
Charter Schools Under Attack. Please send comments to Washington, D.C., today. The
Biden Administration has proposed a rule to create roadblocks making charter-schoolprogram funds virtually inaccessible, particularly to new schools in Black, Brown, rural, or
indigenous communities. We regard this as an attack on all charter schools, and the whole
charter-school movement. Learn how the rules suppress charter schools. Liberty
parents are urged to contact federal legislators. Start by CLICKING HERE.

Board of Directors Upcoming Election. Liberty
Common School is pleased to announce the upcoming
election for candidates for the LCS parent/volunteer
Board of Directors. Three BOD positions (on our sevenmember BOD) are up for election and we have six
parent-candidates offering to fill the vacancies. Schoolwide voting will take place during the week of April 1822. Electronic ballots will be sent by “Simply
Voting.com” to all staff and families during this week.
For an election to be official, 50% of all eligible voters
must cast a ballot; and, each elected member must receive at least 25% of eligible votes.
Candidate applications can be viewed by CLICKING HERE.

Town-Hall/Public-Info Nights. Two town-hall/public-info nights are scheduled for April.
Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty (any grade k-12); or just
learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please urge them to attend one
of these: Mon April 11th, 6:30-8:30PM in the LCHS Great Hall or, Mon April 25th, 6:308:30PM at the elementary campus. These informative presentations are for all parents
wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what we
do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades k - 11, attending
one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the next openenrollment spot.

Two Daniels Fund Scholars. Congratulations to LCHS seniors Skyler Mayse and Ezra
Black who were named, last week, as recipients of full scholarships from the Denver-

based Daniels Fund. Scholarship criteria includes “strength of character, leadership
potential, and a commitment to serving the community.” Six of the total number of
recipients reside in the Fort Collins/Loveland region. The Coloradoan, a local newspaper,
published a story featuring these scholars. CLICK HERE to read it.

First-Aid, CPR, AED Certificates. The American Red Cross is offering an adult and
pediatric First-Aid/CPR/AED class – at a large discount for Liberty students. Students may
join school nurse Mrs. Dybzinski and get ready for summer jobs and babysitting with this
CPR and First-Aid course. This class is available for rising sixth graders through rising
12th graders. Please note this is a blended-learning class. In order to be certified, all
students must be able to complete their online coursework before the skills session. This
should take 3-4 hours and will be accomplished in May with a deadline of June 9th. The
skills session will be Friday, June 10th at which attendance is required. Questions: Email
Mrs. Dybzinski. To sign up , CLICK HERE.

Keep Sick Kids Home. Despite it now being springtime, there are some nasty viruses
circulating including some cases in the school (CLICK HERE). Sick kids cannot be in
school. Please be courteous and keep the germs out of the buildings. Keep symptomatic
kids home until they’re symptom-free for 24 hours. Symptoms can include fever, vomit,
and diarrhea. CLICK HERE to review "How Sick is Too Sick" school guidelines.

Every Family a Donor
Let Them Play BALL Sponsorships. We need pro-LCS businesses to be featured as
sponsors of our upcoming fundraising event on April 29th. Please contact Mr. Harkey for
sponsorship-package options, support levels, and other details right away.

A Message From Mr. Richard
Wrona, Liberty Common Chief
Operating Officer.

Two Sides of the Same Coin
By: Richard Wrona
When Japanese automobile manufacturers rapidly gained market share in the United
States in the 1980s, American competitors sought to unpack the discrete elements and
systemic foundations of Japanese success. In their studies of the Toyota Production
System and similar approaches, analysts discovered a common emphasis on kaizen.
Translated as “continuous improvement,” kaizen communicated a mindset versus a
procedure to be followed or a process to be implemented. Rather than resting on laurels
already earned, employees at every level of Japanese organizations sought to make
incremental changes to regularly improve efficiency and effectiveness. Perfection was a
goal to be pursued by those who recognized it could never really be achieved – a
recognition that is simple, but profound.
From my earliest days as an infantry lieutenant of the United States Army, one of the
planning guidelines endlessly reinforced by my mentors was the mantra, “Don’t let the
perfect become the enemy of the good.” Complex environments and wicked problems
rarely lend themselves to clean solutions, but endless planning often leads to “analysis-

paralysis” that prevents action of any kind. Inaction from indecision rarely accomplishes
the objectives of either individuals or teams.
Some colleagues may find an irresolvable contradiction between the aforementioned
concepts. After all, a recognition of the need to improve implies that an individual or
organization might not really be ready for the task at-hand, and that more preparation is
not only desirable, but essential. However, I like to think the concepts are sides of the
same coin, and that a healthy tension between the two is an excellent cornerstone to
undergird the pursuit of personal and team excellence. Moreover, comfort with this tension
is invaluable to build in our students. Complacency kills, and those who cease their pursuit
of excellence resign themselves to complacency. At the end of the day, though, regardless
of how comfortable we are with our level of preparation, there is a time for decision and
action, and – using Theodore Roosevelt’s timeliness metaphor – to be the Man in the
Arena,
…so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who know
neither victory nor defeat.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Spring-Sports Update. We have more than 140 LCHS athletes participating across five
sports, and over 70 junior-high athletes competing in two sports. It is so encouraging to
see so many scholar-athletes extending the lessons learned in the classroom to the
competitive arena. Parents may begin to see emails regarding the eligibility policy and
their athletes. For those receiving these communications, please encourage your student
to come and visit me if they have any questions. Our goal is to catch academic problems
early and help students catch up as we enter this very crucial time of year. For more
updates on sports performances, check out The Eagle Weekly newsletter, or subscribe
by CLICKING HERE. There, you’ll always find exciting news and the weekly schedule of
events.
State Champ to National Podium. LCHS’s very own Elsa Fullerton, the 2022 State
Champion in the 200 freestyle, competed in the U.S Open Water Nationals in Fort Meyers
Beach, FL last weekend. She finished 5th in the junior-national 7.5K open-water
race. Also in the race, and sharing the podium, were swimmers like Katie Grimes (far
right) who medaled in the Tokyo Olympics. We are so proud of Elsa for competing in such
an elite field and on this national stage!

Alumni Update on U.S. Army Maj. Jenny
(Schaffer) Dziekonski Now Serving at Ft.
Bragg, NC.

Liberty Common School alumna Jenny (Schaffer) Dziekonski gave birth, last month
Friday 18 March 2022, to her third son Ryan Jacob Dziekonski. Jenny attended LCS
through ninth grade (2002 – before there was a Liberty Common High School), graduated
from Fort Collins High School, the University of Dayton (BA), Central Michigan University
(MA), and Command and General Staff Officers School (MA) and is now a Major in the
U.S. Army serving active-duty as a Civil Affairs Officer. Her husband A.J. is an active-duty
Special Forces NCO. Both are stationed at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. Big brothers Wyatt
and Henry were thrilled upon meeting their new sibling. Baby Ryan is Headmaster Bob
Schaffer's and wife Maureen’s eighth grandchild – each produced by very well-educated
former LCS scholars. Go Eagles! Hooah!
We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Why We Teach Social Dance
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster, Liberty Common School
Liberty’s social-dance course reinforces our philosophy toward a
high-quality, classical, liberal-arts education. We first offered the
class in 2013, and it has become a permanent part of the school’s
curriculum.
Students who opt for the course love it, and the elective has been
steadily gaining in popularity.
Some say a high-school social-dance course is a...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:

“Rule No. 172. Checkroom. A girl always wears a hat at a
restaurant or inn. It is left on always. A girl may check her
coat, or wear it into the dining-room to be removed from her
shoulders after she is seated. The boy checks his hat and
coat at the entrance of the dining-room. If there is no
checkroom, he takes his hat and coat off inside the door, and
carries them to the rack near his table.”

News Worth Repeating
2021-2022 Parent Survey. Thank you in advance for
taking time to give feedback. Please complete the following
classroom-specific surveys (one for each of your children
attending Liberty) by April 15th.
CLICK HERE to take the elementary survey.
CLICK HERE to take the junior-high survey.
CLICK HERE to take the high-school survey.
These surveys are useful for the BOD and administration to get parental input on areas
where we can improve. Thank you in advance for taking time to give feedback.
Sincerely, Liberty Common Board of Directors and Liberty Administration
State Testing April 4 th – April 21 st. It is that time of year for the following standardized
tests to be administered at the elementary school for students in the 3rd - 6th grades.
Your child’s grade-level testing schedule can be viewed by clicking here.
Please plan student appointments and schedules accordingly. When students are absent
during testing, it creates a burden on the staff to administer make-up exams for individual
students. We ask for your consideration in this matter when making daytime
appointments.
These tests have value. The school relies on the results of these and other tests when
evaluating our curricula or programs.
Thank you for your cooperation in adjusting your schedule to make sure your children are
in attendance for these assessments. It is critical we have maximum participation to show
the state the incredible work we are doing here at Liberty.
No Shuttle Bus. Shuttle-bus services between the two LCS campuses will not take place
on April 13th due to a testing schedule at LCHS. All elementary students who normally
ride the bus to the high school need to make other arrangements.

Seats are filling quickly for Elementary Summer
Camp. CLICK HERE to register for a summer
camp, and don’t delay.
Reading Camp and Math Camps are designed for
students who need extra academic support to
maintain progress in reading and math.
LCS Summer Academic Camps (grades 1-6) run from July 11th- July 28th. The cost per
child, per camp, is $200.00.
Reading Camp, M-Th, 8:00am-10:00am.
Math Camp, M-Th, 10:30am-12:30pm.

Art Camp will be a fun and creative weeklong experience exploring various art materials
and techniques. Art campers will work with clay, do some printmaking, make a sculpture,
and draw and paint indoor and outdoors.
Art Camp will be held, Monday, July 25th – Friday, July 29 th. The cost per child is $175.00.
Morning Session, 8:30 am - 11:30am.
Afternoon Session, 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm.
Students may register for only one session.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal, with any questions.
Mr. Churchill On Air. The Core Knowledge Foundation recently recorded a podcast with
our very own LCS Principal Mr. Casey Churchill. Mr. Churchill's podcast will go live on
April 12th, part 4 of the Building Knowledge series by The Core Knowledge Foundation.
Topics: History of Liberty, the benefits and philosophy of Liberty as a classically-oriented
core knowledge school, and Liberty's commitment to promoting content education for both
instructors and the community. CLICK HERE for more information on The Core
Knowledge Foundation.

Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048

Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | April 28, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty
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