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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Sir William Blackstone Week at LCS.
Sir William Blackstone was an English jurist, whose opus,
Commentaries on the Laws of England, is the best-known
description of the doctrines of English law. A modern study
revealed that Commentaries was cited nearly 10,000 times by
American courts between 1789 and 1915, and became the
basis of university legal education in England and North
America. Among other declarations, Blackstone wrote in
Commentaries that there are three primary personal rights:
personal security, personal liberty, and right of private
property.

Message From Headmaster,
Bob Schaffer

Spreading The Cardinal Virtues
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Last Friday, former LCS Board Chairman Bill Werst, who now lives in Boise, Idaho,
dropped by the school for a brief visit. He congratulated us on the school’s addition of new
k-4 classrooms at the expansion campus we’re acquiring. News stories about the
announcement made him rather ebullient.
On Monday, he sent a link to a coincidental essay written by an Asheville, North
Carolina teacher of Latin, history, and literature named Jeff Minick. His topic is “Lessons
from Long Ago: The Cardinal Virtues.”
Interestingly, Liberty’s “Foundation Stones”
and “Capstone Virtues” are derived directly
from the same ancient set Minick lionizes in
his worthwhile article. He makes a
compelling case as to why learning about the
Cardinal Virtues is a crucial imperative for
today’s youth, and why good schools must
impart the absolute truths about how moral and
virtuous human beings ought to behave.
“Until recently, Western culture and civilization
taught and revered these virtues,” Minick
writes. “From Aristotle and Plutarch all the
way up to America’s ‘McGuffey Readers’ and
beyond, these were a part of the bedrock of
our civilization. Human beings have sometimes
failed to practice these virtues, of course, but
there they were, beacons of light calling us to
the right path.”
Widening rolls of elementary students will soon join our excellent school thanks to our
Board of Director’s recently adopted expansion Resolution. These youngsters will
receive more than life-changing exposure to our abundantly proven Core Knowledge
Curriculum, they will be steeped in the timeless Cardinal Virtues that make humans free –
the kind of moral standards that are sadly becoming rarer but which are categorically
indispensable for a truly civil society.

Elementary School Calendar
April 29 | Spring Fundraising | 6:30 PM | Canvas Stadium
May 2-6 | Teacher-Appreciation Week.

May 2 | LCHS Visual-Arts and Jazz Night | 5:00PM | Great Hall.
May 2 | 1st-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 2nd-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 3 | 3rd-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 4th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM
May 6 | Mayfest.
May 6-7 | 5th-/6th-Grade Dessert-Theatre Production | Friday at 6:00 PM |
Saturday at 2 PM. | Tickets: $5/students, $8/adults.
May 10 | 5th-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 6th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 12 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 16 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 18 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.
May 19 | Olympic Day.
May 20 | Last Day of School, 1/2 day, 11:00 release.
May 20 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 20 | LCHS Graduation.

All School Newsworthy Notices
Board of Directors Election Update. Thank you to all who voted in last week's BOD
election and to the candidates as well. The election did not reach a quorum; we reached
43% of the 50% needed to declare the election official.
As such, the Board is reviewing Liberty bylaws and policies to determine the next steps.
We are proceeding swiftly yet carefully so as to honor and consider the voices of the
community who did cast votes, and to ensure the integrity of this important election.

Communication Specialist Needed. We’ve just posted a new job opening for the
position of Communications Specialist. We need a creative Liberty promoter to help
present the school in all external and internal communications – website, social media,
newsletters, earned media, etc. Being an excellent writer is a must. Knowing a thing or two
about LCS, institutional branding, and marketing would be a plus. CLICK HERE for
details. Know a perfect candidate? Please pass this along. Thank you.

May Meeting Date Change. The Board of Directors May meeting will now be held
Wednesday, May 18th at 6:00PM in the LCHS Acropolis instead of the original date of
May 26th. We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.

LCS Elementary Newsworthy Notices
Olympic Day 2022. Liberty Common School
students will participate in our annual Olympic Day
on May 19th. Olympic Day is a celebration of the
Olympic games and atmosphere. Classes
representing various countries from around the
world, attend this event to compete in a multitude
of athletic games and challenges to demonstrate
their love of fitness and health. With spring in the
air, we are excited to get our students outside to
celebrate all their hard work this year. We hope
parents and grandparents can join us for this
culminating schoolwide event.
Olympic Day can't happen without our awesome
volunteers. Please take a few minutes out of your busy weekend and sign-up to volunteer.
All you need to do is CLICK HERE and choose an activity you would be interested in. In
the right column, you will see a morning slot or an afternoon slot with times listed. If you
are interested in helping all day, you can sign-up for both slots. We appreciate your time

and energy in making our 2022 Olympic Day, one to remember. When all slots are filled,
we will send out an email with detailed instructions on the workings of your station, a map,
and a schedule.
If you have any questions or problems signing up, please email Jon Wilcox or Donny
Reeves.

JAVA Night. Come enjoy a night of Liberty’s fine
arts on Monday, May 2nd. The art show starts at
5PM, where you can see what the art students
have been working on all year. This will include
paintings, graphic designs, and photographs.
Stay until 6:30PM for the Jazz concert, featuring
the Jazz Band lead by Dave Lunn and Jazz
Choir lead by Olivia Watrous. There will be a
coffee cart, so come grab a cup of coffee, enjoy
old jazz standards, and beautiful visual arts.

Headmaster Impersonator. This week was Spirit Week
at LCS. On “Switcheroo Day” this past Monday, 6th grader
Gideon Tullius definitely got the attention of his school’s
Headmaster by dressing up like him. Nailed it! Mr.
Schaffer said he was flattered by the likeness. “I only wish
I had Gideon’s hair,” he said.
Be sure to check back here next week for more pictures of
of this week's Spirit Week

LCS-Expansion News

FAQs Posted. The school’s administration is maintaining and updating a “Frequently
Asked Question” document for those wanting more information about the school’s
expansion planning. Please CLICK HERE to access it.

Elementary Instructors Reassigned. LCS principals Sandy Stoltzfus and Casey
Churchill announced, today, the following professional classroom instructors will be
assigned, beginning August 2022, to key instructional posts in the school’s new expansion
campus at 2130 W Horsetooth Rd. (intersection of Taft Hill Rd.): Mrs. Nancy Hoyer, Mrs.
Becky Kleen, Mrs. Cheri Pedersen, Mrs. Debbie Wood, and Mr. Steve Ronen. They’ll
be joined by Academic-Support Team Reading Specialist Ms. Trisha Wadsworth, and
AST Interventionist Ms. Kathy Elder. Also moving to the new facility will be Mrs. Jill
Ronen. Elementary principals and Headmaster Schaffer are in the process of hiring
additional instructors to join our school’s outstanding team at both campuses.
Announcements about new hires will be made in this space in future editions of Liberty
Common Sense. For a list of job openings, please CLICK HERE.

Great-Books Donations Needed. LCS librarian Mrs. Gowing is
looking for “Great-Book” donations. This year, she will be working
on building a whole new collection for our newly announced
elementary expansion. She is looking for gently used books off of
Liberty Common School's K-6th Great-Books lists, though any book
donations are welcome. If you find yourself in the spring-cleaning
mood, please consider donating to the Connie Behr Memorial
Library today.

Every Family a Donor

Thank You to Our Sponsors. Our Let Them Play BALL event would not be possible
without the generous support of our sponsors. Thank you!

Can’t Attend Let Them Play Ball? You can still donate to help support our efforts
to replace the elementary playground, install lighting on Everett Field, and replace
basketball hoops in the gym. We are nearing our campaign goal, so your donations are
very much appreciated. Learn more CLICK HERE. Contribute HERE.
Upcoming Auction Items. Beginning the week of May 9, we will hold a virtual fundraising
auction for several in-demand items: 1) Reserved parking spaces at each school campus,
and 2) Limited-edition elementary art. Make plans now to bid on these coveted items.

A Message From Mrs. Kathleen

Kearney, LCHS Assistant
Principal

The “Special Sauce” of Liberty Common
By: Kathleen Kearney, LCHS Assistant Principal
What makes Liberty Common great?
That might sound to some like a rhetorical question, as there are so many things and so
many people that one could answer in response to that question.
Is it the expert teachers that know and love their content and do everything in their power
to impart that knowledge and love to their students? Absolutely.
Is it the intentionality behind every decision based on our solid mission, vision, charter,
and founding principles? You bet.
Is it the curriculum and our methodologies behind teaching it to our students, which is not
at all innovative and instead tried-and-true over centuries of teaching and learning? Of
course.
Is it our character-education program and all-school focus on our Foundation Stones and
Capstone Virtues, with Wisdom – defined as “understanding and being inclined towards
truth, beauty, goodness, and perfection” – as our Keystone being the ultimate goal for our
graduates? Definitely.
The list goes on and on. All of these are components of what makes our school truly
excellent.
I would argue there is a secret
ingredient in this recipe of
excellence, however. A “special
sauce,” if you will – our Academic
Support Team, otherwise lovingly
referred to as simply “AST.”
I have the privilege of glancing
behind the proverbial curtain on a
daily basis, so I’d like to take this
opportunity to share what I know and
give readers a peek.
In the four years I’ve worked here at
Liberty, I’ve heard no fewer than
one-hundred testimonies from
Liberty families about how AST truly changed their student’s lives for the better. (That
number is probably more accurately in the several hundred range, but I didn’t want to
unintentionally overstate.) Parents cry and hug our AST teachers, thanking them from the
bottom of their heart for changing their students’ lives for the better. Students know
without a shadow of a doubt that had it not been for support from AST – academic,
emotional, and mental support – they probably would not have passed that difficult class,
finished that difficult paper, or walked across that graduation stage to receive their hard-

earned diploma.
This help comes in the form of Mrs.
Krueger, who patiently and tirelessly
works with our junior-high students to
teach academic skills, helping to ease
their transition into our building and to
the rigor of our curriculum, and still
somehow still finds time to coach
volleyball at a high level and be a
mom to two amazing high-school
girls.
It comes in the form of Ms. Wiggs,
our English interventionist
extraordinaire, composition teacher,
and club sponsor, not to mention a
huge advocate and positive force for not only her students, but all students at Liberty. She
is kind without being a pushover and pushes her students without being overbearing, both
of which are hard balances to strike but she manages it masterfully.
Support also comes in the form of Mrs. Messaros, who is our high-school math and
chemistry resident expert, whose smile lights up her students’ day, and who, though she is
small in stature, makes a very big difference for all of the students she supports, not only
in AST, but also in her Order of Atlantis, for which she became an Order dean this year.
Last, but certainly not least, is Mrs. Garland, who is our AST Coordinator at the high
school, and who, in our special sauce, is the ingredient that binds the entire team together
at the high school. Mrs. Garland’s heart for struggling students is remarkable, and her
ability to connect with students, meet them where they’re at, and walk alongside them on
their own journeys is truly remarkable and awe-inspiring.
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention our
spectacular elementary AST team – Mr.
Kazy, Mrs. King, Mrs. Murphy, Mrs.
Harmon, Mrs. Elder, Mrs. Wadsworth,
Mrs. O’Malley, Mrs. Thomas, Mr.
Crane, and Mrs. Stoltzfus – whose
contributions, both individually and
collectively, are far too numerous to
mention and would require an entirely
separate article to even scratch the
surface. We’re grateful every day for
their tireless efforts to help our youngest
and most struggling students build a
strong foundation of skills, both
academic and social, so they can
succeed once they come to the highschool building.
Liberty’s mission statement is “to provide excellence and fairness in education through a
common foundation. This is achieved by successfully teaching a contextual body of
organized knowledge, the values of a democratic society, and the skills of learning.”
AST's mission statement, with collaboration from parents and teachers, is “to provide
targeted academic support and intervention to ensure all Liberty Common students have
access to the contextual body of organized knowledge, the values of a democratic society,
and the skills of learning taught at Liberty Common School.”
The key words – “to ensure all Liberty Common students have access to…” We are a
common school, where regardless of any other factor – ability, family income, gender,
race, address, background, and a host of others – any student can not only learn, but
thrive.

Horace Mann stated, “Education, then,
beyond all other divides of human origin, is
a great equalizer of conditions of men – the
balance wheel of the social machinery.”
There is so much that goes into what
makes Liberty great that it’s hard to identify
one person, factor, team, or idea that tips
the balance into true excellence. Hopefully,
now, you can see why I believe the key
ingredient in the recipe of success here at
Liberty Common – the “special sauce” – is
our Academic Support Team. Its
professional teammates who believe and
help to ensure that, with a little help and a lot of hard work and effort, all students can
learn and all students can succeed, and who tirelessly demonstrate this core belief every
day in their invaluable work with our students.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Looking Forward. This has been quite the year for a return to athletics “as normal” at
Liberty Common. With four weeks to go in most of our spring seasons, we have stayed on
the traditional schedule and have resisted or mitigated any residual COVID impacts on
athletics. It has been a learning curve for some (me in particular) and a re-learning curve
for many. I am excited as we look forward to next year, and we are going to be sending
out information in the weeks to come to prepare everyone for the year ahead. Here are
some things to look out for:
Information about our JH summer-sports camps for 6th-8th graders.
Off-season summer plans for athletics teams.
Plans for All-Sports Celebration and parent meeting.
A year-long 2022-2023 athletics calendar with important dates and schedules.

Sports Updates. All of the latest sports news is in the Eagle Weekly newsletter. You can
find those updates HERE, or you can subscribe for an emailed version by filling the
form HERE. There is always some exciting news, as well as the weekly schedule of
events.

Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions, or for more information
about all of the activities happening in athletics.

Alumni Update on Alumni Sisters Emily
Allen, Mary Schaffer.

Liberty Common School alumna Emily (Schaffer) Allen brought her brood to LCHS
recently and introduced her four children to her former science teacher Mrs. Dawn
Karr. Emily attended LCS through ninth grade (2002 – before there was a Liberty
Common High School), graduated from Fort Collins High School, the US Air Force
Academy (BS), and Oklahoma State University (MBA). She’s now an Air Force Reservist
attached to Wright Patterson AFB near Dayton, OH. She, husband Casey, and kids Max,
Hannah, Molly, and Nora live in Winfield, Illinois and were back in town for the kids’
Easter break.
Also tagging along on the visit was alumna Mary Schaffer (LCHS ’18, University of
Northern Colorado ’21). She now lives and works here in Fort Collins. The sisters are
daughters of Headmaster Bob Schaffer who prompted the group to pose for the nearby
Alumni Update pic. A closer look at Molly (peach top) makes pretty clear the photo-posing
idea was not uniformly appreciated.
Go Lambkins! Go Falcons! Go Cowboys! Go Bears!
We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 175. Service. To signal a waiter, the boy waits until
the waiter looks his way, then he motions with his
hand. Never call out or rap on the glass. The girl never calls
the waiter, or gives orders to him. Do not call a waiter
'George' ; say, 'Waiter.' Boys, do not assume an autocratic air
toward the waiter. Do not be timid and embarrassed, or ill at ease. It is not good form to
complain about everything served. If you have a real grievance, motion to the waiter, and
ask him to change the food. Give your orders distinctly. It is not necessary to say, 'Please,'
to a waiter, or to say, 'Thank you,' when he passes you food.
“A boy and girl should talk naturally during the meal. Do not rush through the meal in
silence, but do not take undue time during a rush hour.”

News Worth Repeating
Fly Away To Neverland! Our fifth- and sixth-

grade actors cannot wait to share their production
of Peter Pan: A Musical Adventure with you and
your family. You are invited to attend the premier
of our production Friday, May 6 th, and Saturday,
May 7th. CLICK HERE to purchase tickets and
more.

Job Openings. The school’s expansion, starting this August in grades k-4, creates
exciting opportunities for a handful of new professional classroom instructors. Aspirants
should keep an eye on the school’s job-posting page at its website.

25 th-Anniversary Committee Forming. The upcoming 2022-23 school year marks
Liberty Common School’s 25th Anniversary! To help organize activities and aesthetic
improvements to commemorate the grand occasion, we’re in need of interested parents,
grandparents, alumni, and students to help with the planning and execution of events, the
installation of fixtures (time capsules, artworks, etc.), and other suitable milestone markers
at all campuses. Please consider joining this exciting team. Email Headmaster Bob
Schaffer if you can lend a hand.

LCS Expansion Committee Forming. Liberty Common School is in need of interested
parents, grandparents, and alumni to help with the planning and execution of our school’s
expansion in grades k-4. The target date for expansion is Mon 22 August 2022. Please
consider joining this exciting team. Email Principal Casey Churchill if you can lend a
hand. Weekly meetings will start up soon. Once organized, we’ll plan accordingly
thereafter.

School Supplies Made Simple. Liberty will again be working with a company called
Educational Products, Inc., which enables parents to purchase all supplies in one
transaction, and they’ll show up on your front step before school starts. CLICK HERE for
more information.
First-Aid, CPR, AED Certificates. The American Red Cross is offering an adult and
pediatric First-Aid/CPR/AED class – at a large discount for Liberty students. Students may
join school nurse Mrs. Dybzinski and get ready for summer jobs and babysitting with this
CPR and First-Aid course. This class is available for rising sixth graders through rising
12th graders. Please note this is a blended-learning class. In order to be certified, all
students must be able to complete their online coursework before the skills session. This
should take 3-4 hours and will be accomplished in May with a deadline of June 9th. The
skills session will be Friday, June 10th at which attendance is required. Questions: Email
Mrs. Dybzinski. To sign up , CLICK HERE.

Seats are filling quickly for Elementary Summer
Camp. CLICK HERE to register for a summer
camp, and don’t delay.
Reading Camp and Math Camps are designed for
students who need extra academic support to
maintain progress in reading and math.
LCS Summer Academic Camps (grades 1-6) run from July 11th- July 28th. The cost per

child, per camp, is $200.00.
Reading Camp, M-Th, 8:00am-10:00am.
Math Camp, M-Th, 10:30am-12:30pm.
Art Camp will be a fun and creative weeklong experience exploring various art materials
and techniques. Art campers will work with clay, do some printmaking, make a sculpture,
and draw and paint indoor and outdoors.
Art Camp will be held, Monday, July 25th – Friday, July 29 th. The cost per child is $175.00.
Morning Session, 8:30 am - 11:30am.
Afternoon Session, 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm.
Students may register for only one session.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal, with any questions.
Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | May 18, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

