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Class of 2022 School Motto

Next Week is Louis Armstrong Week at LCS.
Louis Armstrong was an American jazz trumpeter and
singer who was one of the most influential figures in jazz
and American music. Renowned for his charismatic stage
presence and voice almost as much as for his trumpet
playing, Armstrong's influence extends well beyond jazz,
and by the end of his career in the 1960s, he was widely
regarded as a profound influence on popular music in
general. Armstrong was one of the first truly popular African-American entertainers to
"cross over," whose skin color was secondary to his music. His artistry and personality
allowed him socially acceptable access to the upper echelons of American society which
were highly restricted for black men of his era.

Message From Headmaster,

Bob Schaffer

Making More Americans
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Our mighty and expanding public school “recognizes the value of inclusiveness, or
providing access to a broad cross-section of the community, so that students from all
backgrounds can benefit from the School’s educational offering,” according to the Mission
Statement propounded in its Charter contract with the Poudre School District.
The parent-volunteers elected to our school’s Board of Directors regard this Statement as
sacrosanct. The school’s administration does too; and, it is my responsibility to ensure our
charter-public-school institution maintains fidelity to its foundational precepts – our
Charter, the school’s Bylaws, its policies, our quintessential books, and the bedrock
philosophy expressed in these pandectae.
Last week’s adoption by the BOD of a resolution
directing the school to acquire a new campus and to
create more elementary-school classrooms (grades
k-4) comports with the school’s very purpose. The
massive intellectual capital acquired by our students
is a function of the school’s adherence to classical
ideas about the acquisition of knowledge.
To an alarming extent, these proven ideas are falling
out of favor throughout contemporary American
public education. The contrast makes Liberty appear
as some kind of a polemic when, in reality, we are
merely standing our ground a top academic
principles which have endured the tests of time. The
dissonance is familiar.
The same contrasts were encountered by early
American giants of public education like Benjamin
Franklin, Noah Webster, Thomas Jefferson, and
later Horace Mann. They argued the maintenance of
liberty requires all children be equally provided with
the knowledge and learning skills to render them
economically prosperous, self-reliant, and free.
In fact, it was Jefferson who observed, “Every government degenerates when trusted to
the rulers of the people alone. The people themselves therefore are its only safe
repositories. And to render even them safe, their minds must be improved to a certain
degree.”
Alert and prudent parents understand what is going on. Now, for them and their children,
in the classrooms of our revolutionary school there is even more hope.

Elementary School Calendar
April 25 | Spirit Week | Switcheroo Day.
April 26 | Spirit Week | Mismatched-Shoes and Crazy-Sock Day.
April 27 | Spirit Week | Grown Up/ Career Day.
April 28 | Spirit Week | Favorite-Character Day.
April 29 | Spirit Week | Liberty T-shirt and Crazy-Hair or Crazy-Hat Day.
April 25 | Town Hall/Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM | LCS.
April 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.
April 29 | Spring Fundraising | 6:30 PM | Canvas Stadium
May 2-6 | Teacher-Appreciation Week.
May 2 | 1st-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 2nd-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 3 | 3rd-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 4th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM
May 6 | Mayfest.
May 6-7 | 5th-/6th-Grade Dessert-Theatre Production | Friday at 6:00 PM |
Saturday at 2 PM. | Tickets: $5/students, $8/adults.
May 10 | 5th-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 6th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 12 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 16 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 19 | Olympic Day.
May 20 | Last Day of School, 1/2 day, 11:00 release.
May 20 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 20 | LCHS Graduation.
May 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.

All School Newsworthy Notices
Board of Directors Election END TONIGHT. The election
for candidates for the LCS parent/volunteer Board of
Directors ends tonight. Three BOD positions (on our
seven-member BOD) are up for election and we have six
parent-candidates offering to fill the vacancies. Today is
the last day to vote, cast your ballot. Electronic ballots
have been sent by “Simply Voting.com” to all staff and
families during this week. For an election to be official,
50% of all eligible voters must cast a ballot; and, each
elected member must receive at least 25% of eligible votes.
Candidate applications can be viewed by CLICKING HERE.

Musical Theatre Production. Come see the highschool musical, An American in Paris. This show tells
the story of a soldier, a musician, a young French
man, and a ballet dancer after the international
conflict of World War II. It will be a beautiful
experience of music, drama, and ballet dancing. Buy
your tickets for tonight's and tomorrow's showings at
lchstheatre.ticketleap.com. Location: LCS
Performance Hall, 1725 Sharp Point Drive.

Fly Away To Neverland! Our fifth- and sixthgrade actors cannot wait to share their
production of Peter Pan: A Musical Adventure
with you and your family. You are invited to
attend the premier of our production Friday,
May 6th, and Saturday, May 7th. CLICK HERE
or use the QR code in the nearby flyer to
purchase tickets and more.

Public-Info/Town-Hall Night. Do you know anybody
interested in sending their kids to Liberty (any campus); or
just learning more about the school's history and
philosophy? Attend a regular Public-Information/Town-Hall
Night Monday April 25th from 6:30-8:30PM at the
elementary campus. These are interactive presentations for
all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what
we teach, why we do what we do, and how the school
envisions its forward pathway. These gatherings are
intended for parents of LCS students, and for hopeful
families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades k –
11. For the latter, attending one of these presentations
secures "upper-tier" status for the next open-enrollment
spots.

25 th-Anniversary Committee Forming. The upcoming 2022-23 school year marks
Liberty Common School’s 25th Anniversary! To help organize activities and aesthetic
improvements to commemorate the grand occasion, we’re in need of interested parents,
grandparents, alumni, and students to help with the planning and execution of events, the
installation of fixtures (time capsules, artworks, etc.), and other suitable milestone markers
at all campuses. Please consider joining this exciting team. Email Headmaster Bob
Schaffer if you can lend a hand.

LCS Elementary Newsworthy Notices
School Supplies Made Simple. Liberty
will again be working with a company called
Educational Products, Inc., which enables
parents to purchase all supplies in one
transaction, and they’ll show up on your
front step before school starts. CLICK
HERE for more information.

LCS-Expansion News

LCS Expansion Resolution Adopted. At an extraordinary meeting of Liberty’s Board of
Directors held on Thursday, April 14th 2022, a resolution was adopted directing the
school’s administration to open a second elementary-school campus as early as August
2022, and to evaluate facility opportunities for an eventual expansion of grades 7-12
which may include a multi-use performing-arts center. To read the BOD’s preambular
justification for expansion and the balance of the Resolution, CLICK HERE.

Attend New LCS Elementary Campus. Within the past few days, several current LCS
families have inquired about moving their k-4 students to the new LCS expansion campus
at 2130 W Horsetooth Rd (at intersection of Taft Hill Rd.). Yes, this is definitely something
the school is accommodating for students rising to grades k-4 in the upcoming 2022-23
school year. In fact, current LCS families get “first dibs” on seats at the new expansion
campus. Early interest in this option has been somewhat stunning, but we are confident all
such requests can be fulfilled. All current LCS students will retain their guaranteed
pathway to attend junior-high and high school at LCHS regardless of which LCSelementary campus they attend. For current LCS families interested in this exciting option,
please complete a Google form (CLICK HERE) by Friday 29 April 2022 to indicate your
early interest. Once we have names of interested students and families, we will call to
confirm your final intentions and map out the transfer from there. The academic offering,
instructional strategies, and school culture at the expansion school will be
unchanged. Remember, this is an expansion of our elementary school, not a new
institution. A few Liberty instructors and support staff have indicated interest in moving to
the new location, too. There being significant steps in that process, announcements about
which teachers will be moving won’t occur for another couple or few weeks. Continuity of
instruction and classroom leadership is a priority. Based upon early interest from parents,
it is expected a healthy mix of existing LCS students and new LCS students will

materialize at the expansion campus, too. Maintaining our Liberty culture is at the forefront
of our goals as we expand our excellent school. Feel free to reach out to Principal
Casey Churchill with any questions as he is managing the expansion process.
In Print. News of LCS’s elementary-school expansion, starting this August in grades k-4
is making a big splash around town. The Fort Collins Coloradoan newspaper published a
comprehensive story on the announcement online yesterday which is already generating
inquiries from prospective classroom instructors wanting to apply for new jobs, and of
course additional registrations for the school’s lottery. CLICK HERE to read the story.
On Air. Liberty’s elementary-school expansion plans were discussed, this morning, in a
broadcast segment on radio station KCOL AM600. LCS Headmaster Bob Schaffer was
on-air with show host Jimmy Lakey explaining to the listening audience how the school’s
expansion, starting in grades k-4, will benefit more families and children in Northern
Colorado. CLICK HERE to hear a podcast rebroadcast of the 20-minute segment.

LCS Expansion Committee Forming. Liberty Common School is in need of interested
parents, grandparents, and alumni to help with the planning and execution of our school’s
expansion in grades k-4. The target date for expansion is Mon 22 August 2022. Please
consider joining this exciting team. Email Principal Casey Churchill if you can lend a
hand. Weekly meetings will start up soon. Once organized, we’ll plan accordingly
thereafter.

LCS-Expansion Project Manager Named. To lead the LCS
expansion, starting this August with grades k-4, Headmaster
Schaffer has named Mr. Casey Churchill as project manager
of the expansion phase and principal of the expansion campus
at 2130 Horsetooth Rd. Initial duties include moving hopeful
students off the school’s burgeoning lottery list and into new
LCS classrooms, recruiting and hiring Liberty-class professional
classroom instructors, and getting everything set up over the
summer for a smooth August 22nd launch. Questions about the
expansion, employment, and volunteer opportunities can be
directed to him most effectively by email.

LCS Principal Named. LCS Headmaster Schaffer has named
Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus as the new principal of Liberty Common
School’s campus at Sharp Point Dr. Having served over the past
several years as Assistant Principal at LCS and previously at
LCHS, she is perfectly suited for the post, and ready to go. In fact,
today, she’s in Tulsa, Oklahoma at a teacher job fair recruiting
potential professional classroom instructors for the school’s
expanding instructional team. If you know a perfect candidate for
these positions, please have them express their interest directly
to Principal Stoltzfus via email.

Job Openings. The school’s expansion, starting this August
in grades k-4, creates exciting opportunities for a handful of
new professional classroom instructors. Aspirants should
keep an eye on the school’s job-posting page at its
website. LCS administrators have been fanning out this year
to more college campuses across the country than in years
past attending teacher job fairs in search of qualified
applicants. Today, for example, Principal Stoltzfus is in
Tulsa, Oklahoma attending Oral Roberts University’s job
fair. There she met up with former Liberty student Megan Tarka (pictured nearby) who’s

graduating with a degree in music education, and she had lunch today with LCHS alumnus
and School Captain Parker Stern.

Every Family a Donor

Limited Time Let Them Play BALL Tickets. Our deadline to purchase tickets has been
extended to the end of the day, Friday April 24. Don’t miss out on your chance to
purchase tickets tickets to our not-to-be-missed school fundraising event on April 29. Don’t
wait—get your tickets HERE.

Let Them Play BALL. Join us at the Stadium Club at Canvas Stadium on the campus of
CSU for a delightful adults-only evening of wonderful food and drink. Music will be
provided by Mr. Lunn’s Funky Business. Dress is casual and proceeds from ticket sales
will benefit our Let Them Play! initiative to replace the elementary playground, install field
lighting, and replace basketball hoops in the gym. We are nearing our goal of $250,000
raised for this worthwhile cause and your attendance and also donations will help us reach
the finish line. Make plans now to join us on April 29 at 6:30PM.
Thank You to Our Sponsors. Our Let Them Play BALL event would not be possible
without the generous support of our sponsors. Thank you!

A Message From Board of Directors
“Play Ball,” Growing Liberty
By: LCS Board of Directors
The deadline to purchase tickets for this year’s all-school Spring fundraising event extends
to midnight tonight. As parents who volunteer to serve on the school’s Board of Directors,
we’re all hopeful lots of fellow parents, grandparents, staff, and alumni will get their
ticket orders in (CLICK HERE) and show up for our “Let Them Play Ball” gathering on
Friday, April 29th.
All proceeds from ticket sales go to our ongoing “Let Them Play” fund drive to pay for the
playground overhaul, erect lights on Everett Field, and replace really old, rickety basketball
hoops and backboards in the elementary-school gym. As the panel that scrutinizes the
school’s annual budgets and guides spending priorities, the BOD is counting on the
success of this particular campaign.
A couple years of COVID restrictions definitely puts things into perspective. The chance for
all LCS adults to gather, connect, celebrate the school’s success, and dream about what’s
to come is a triumphant occasion indeed. Please, everyone, be there.
“There,” by the way, is CSU’s Stadium Club at Canvas Stadium in Fort Collins, starting at
6:30PM. Please click on the nearby video link or CLICK HERE to see Headmaster
Schaffer’s brief description of the situation with our 24-year-old playground
equipment. Other details can be found elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense
newsletter.

The BOD would also like to mention our decision, last week, to direct our Headmaster to
work with the school’s Building Corporation to acquire a second elementary-school
campus which will lead long-term to enrollment growth of our junior-high school, then our
high school. And it will put our longstanding vision for a multi-purpose performing-arts
center closer to reality.
We put a long time, and many hours into evaluating these projects as a positive way to
embrace our school’s Charter obligations, to better serve the academic needs of our
community, and to strengthen Liberty’s standing as a charter-school leadership
institution. Voting on the Resolution we passed setting these projects in motion was a
solemn occasion for sure.
Members of the BOD are thankful for the many parents, faculty members, staff,
administrators, even original LCS founders, and grandparents who attended months of
meetings (often late into the evenings), who shared their opinions at our meetings, our
Building Corporation’s meetings, public-info/town-hall night, BOD strategic-planning
meetings, and other gatherings where expansion scenarios have been discussed.
Now that a solid direction has been decided, and plans are finally getting underway, we’re
confident the energies of LCS parents, employees, and supporters will pave a broader
path forward for the thousands of children in our town who deserve Liberty’s world-class
educational offering.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Spring Programs. Our full-color programs are available. Because of some generous
sponsorships, we are able to print these and get one to the families of each of our spring
athletes. They will be available in the coming weeks in the LCHS Practorium or at events
for the various sports. If you do not have an athlete currently competing and would like to
purchase a program, we will be selling them for $5.

Specific Sports Updates. For more updates on sports performances, check out
the Eagle Weekly newsletter. You can find those updates HERE, or you can subscribe for
an emailed version by filling the form HERE. There is always some exciting news, as well
as the weekly schedule of events.

Coaching Positions. If you know of anyone who is interested in coaching next year,
please direct them to the school's employment-opportunities page HERE. Below is a list of
all the current postings.
Assistant Women's Volleyball Coach
Head Men's Golf Coach
7th Grade Girls' Volleyball Coach
Women's Wrestling Coach
Assistant Wrestling Coach
Junior High Boys' Soccer Coach

Alumni Update on on Shelby Hegdal from
University of Wyoming in Laramie, Wyoming
(previously ran 2/5/2018).

A couple weeks ago, Liberty Headmaster Bob Schaffer was visiting the University of
Wyoming campus in Laramie, and ran into LCHS Class of 2016 graduate Shelby
Hegdal. Shelby is in her second year studying nursing, and she's a resident assistant who
was showing new recruits what UW dorm life is all about. Shelby said she's doing great,
and loving being a U-Dub Cowgirl. Go Pokes!
We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
"Rule No. 174. Ordering the Meal. The boy hands the girl a
menu, if the waiter does not do so. The boy asks her what she
would like to eat. Table d’ hote service means that a set price
is placed on the meal. There is usually a choice of meat and
dessert.
“A’ la carte service places a price on each item of food. In this case the boy must choose
the menu. A’la carte portions are larger than table d’ hote portions. Very often one order of
potatoes is enough for two. The boy may ask the waiter, if he is in doubt about the size of
the portion listed. In an a’ la carte dinner, he may order a meat, potatoes, vegetables,
breadstuff, salad, and dessert. The boy asks the girl if she has a preference, but he must
assume the duty of giving the order. Very often the dessert is not ordered until after the
main course is eaten.”

News Worth Repeating
Monday - April 25th – Switcheroo Day.
Tuesday - April 26th – Mismatched-Shoes and CrazySock Day.
Wednesday - April 27th – Grown Up/Career Day.
Thursday - April 28 th – Favorite-Character Day.
Friday-April 29 th Liberty T-shirt and Crazy-Hair or
Crazy-Hat Day.
Spirit-week activities are optional but encouraged.

Dress code on any of the above days is acceptable.
Please remember these guidelines:
Leggings worn as pants (knit, spandex, etc.) are not in dress-code, even on freedress days.
Tights and leggings may be worn under a dress-code-compliant skirt or jumper (no
more than 3 inches above the knee in front and back.)
First-Aid, CPR, AED Certificates. The
American Red Cross is offering an adult and
pediatric First-Aid/CPR/AED class – at a large
discount for Liberty students. Students may
join school nurse Mrs. Dybzinski and get
ready for summer jobs and babysitting with
this CPR and First-Aid course. This class is
available for rising sixth graders through rising 12th graders. Please note this is a
blended-learning class. In order to be certified, all students must be able to complete their
online coursework before the skills session. This should take 3-4 hours and will be
accomplished in May with a deadline of June 9th. The skills session will be Friday, June
10 th at which attendance is required. Questions: Email Mrs. Dybzinski. To sign up ,
CLICK HERE.

Seats are filling quickly for Elementary Summer
Camp. CLICK HERE to register for a summer
camp, and don’t delay.
Reading Camp and Math Camps are designed for
students who need extra academic support to
maintain progress in reading and math.
LCS Summer Academic Camps (grades 1-6) run from July 11th- July 28th. The cost per
child, per camp, is $200.00.
Reading Camp, M-Th, 8:00am-10:00am.
Math Camp, M-Th, 10:30am-12:30pm.
Art Camp will be a fun and creative weeklong experience exploring various art materials
and techniques. Art campers will work with clay, do some printmaking, make a sculpture,
and draw and paint indoor and outdoors.
Art Camp will be held, Monday, July 25th – Friday, July 29 th. The cost per child is $175.00.
Morning Session, 8:30 am - 11:30am.
Afternoon Session, 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm.
Students may register for only one session.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal, with any questions.

Summer-Break Child Care. CLICK HERE for more information
about a summer program.

Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | April 28, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

