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Class of 2022 School Motto

Next Week is Cato Week at LCS.
Next week is Cato Week at LCS. Marcus Porcius Cato (234 –
149BC) or Cato The Elder was a Roman statesman, orator, and the
first Latin prose writer of importance. He disliked luxury and
ostentation. He himself affected rustic manners and speech, though
he was witty and deeply learned. Cato’s influence on the growth of
Latin literature was immense. He was the author of Origines, the first
history of Rome composed in Latin. As censor, Cato aimed at

preserving the mos majorum (“ancestral custom”) and combating all
Greek influences, which he believed were undermining older Roman
standards of morality.

Message From Headmaster,
Bob Schaffer

“Beauty Shapes The Soul”
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Last week, eighteen of us – classroom instructors and administrators – attended this
year’s National Symposium for Classical Education in Phoenix hosted by the Institute for
Classical Education.
Arts are at the core of what we teach at Liberty Common School. This is how we tie
together the multiple-disciplinary articulation of our Core Knowledge Sequence (k-8) and
our classically oriented, college-preparatory high-school curriculum.
The Institute’s director Dr. Robert Jackson, who’s visited Liberty multiple times,
described proper fine-arts instruction as “the experience which gives shape to the
soul.” Indeed, our aim at Liberty is to educate young scholars to “simply enjoy the pursuits
of beauty and the artifacts of human civilization.”
Our academic strategies seek to immerse
students in artistic and aesthetic
considerations spanning musical concerts,
drawing and painting, art history, music
history, arts appreciation, poetic recitations,
and dramatic performances. We intend for
our lessons in history, literature, science,
foreign language, math, and physical
education to resonate in the minds and
hearts of our students through the universal
translation of the fine arts.
 LICK HERE to understand more about
C
what we have learned and experienced; and to get a sense for how our school, by
sending rather large delegations to cardinal gatherings of America’s best educators,
sustains ongoing improvement. For deeper insight into Liberty’s longstanding approaches
to primary and secondary schooling, please CLICK HERE.

Elementary School Calendar

April 4 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Info Mtg.
April 11 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Student Session.
April 13 | No shuttle from LCS to LCHS.
April 25 | Town Hall/Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM.
April 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.
April 29 | Spring Fundraising | 6:30 PM | Canvas Stadium
May 2-6 | Teacher-Appreciation Week.
May 2 | 1st-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 2nd-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 3 | 3rd-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 4th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM
May 6 | Mayfest.
May 6-7 | 5th/6th Grade Dessert Theatre Production | Friday at 6:00 PM |
Saturday at 2 PM. | Tickets: $5/students, $8/adults.
May 10 | 5th-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 6th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 12 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 16 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 19 | Olympic Day.
May 20 | Last Day of School, 1/2 day, 11:00 release.
May 20 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 20 | LCHS Graduation.
May 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.

All School Newsworthy Notices
2021- 2022 Parent Survey. Liberty Common School is
always looking to improve, and we need every parent's
help. Our Board of Directors has modified its parent
survey; and we’re sending out two surveys. The general
survey was included in last week's Liberty Common
Sense. If you have not completed, CLICK HERE to take
the general survey. Please complete by April 8th.
This week, we're asking parents to complete a student-specific survey for all families
spanning all grades k-12. Student-specific surveys should be filled out for each child.
CLICK HERE to take the elementary survey.
CLICK HERE to take the junior-high survey.
CLICK HERE to take the high-school survey.
These surveys are useful for the BOD and administration to get parental input on areas
where we can improve. Thank you in advance for taking time to give feedback.
Sincerely, Liberty Common Board of Directors and Liberty Administration

Charter Schools Under Attack. President Biden's Department of Education is
considering new regulations which will necessarily harm charter schools' ability to open
new schools or expand existing schools. CLICK HERE to support parent choice in
education by opposing these proposed regulations.

No Shuttle Bus. Shuttle-bus services between the two LCS
campuses will not take place on April 13th due to a testing schedule at
LCHS. All elementary students who normally ride the bus to the high
school need to make other arrangements.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

Mandatory Student Coffee Breaks. Starting next Monday, all Liberty Common
elementary students (grades kindergarten through 6th) will be required to drink
coffee. New research conducted by the International Association of Coffee Roasters
shows drinking one cup of coffee midmorning improves academic performance by nearly
40%.
“Coffee is incredibly healthy for children,” writes lead researcher Dr. Bidhan Sumatra in
the executive summary of the IACR study. “If children drink just one cup of strong black
coffee per day, their grades can be expected to improve dramatically; and, the results are
immediate.”
Accordingly, Liberty’s administration is wasting no time in training every elementary
student to acquire a taste for bold fully caffeinated coffee. Each teacher has been directed
to set aside 20 minutes of class time every morning, through the end of the school year,
for coffee-making and coffee-drinking instruction.
The teaching of normal academic units, depending on a student’s grade level, will be
supplanted indefinitely as the research suggests the intellectual benefits of drinking coffee
far exceed the value of classroom instruction in nearly every curricular subject.
“We believe in following the science,” said LCS Principal Casey Churchill. All liberty
parents are encouraged to acclimate their children to drinking coffee at home beginning
this weekend. Please also send each child to school Monday with her or his own coffee
mug.
For more information about the groundbreaking coffee research, and the school’s new
policy on mandatory student-coffee consumption, please CLICK HERE .
Getting Help is Easy. Monday’s compelling character assembly
on the virtue of perseverance was led by Ms. Kimberly Culp,
along with Cell Phone Sally, from LETA 911 (Larimer Emergency
Telephone Authority). For more information to prepare and equip
your children to respond in emergency situations, CLICK HERE
to review the LETA 911 Children’s Corner.

Divide and Conquer. Last week, Liberty received the results for its 20212022 Colorado Math League contest. Congratulations are in order for our
6th-grade students. They ranked 4 th in the state of Colorado. Four Liberty
students scored in the top 36 students. Congratulations to Evan Van Pelt,
Henry Beauvillier, Hailey Robinson, and Pranav Sriram for their
achievement. Congratulations to all Liberty 6th-grade Math-League
scholars for an incredible showing and high accomplishment. Bravo!

Taco Very Much. Last Wednesday, the LCS parent community came together and
donated money, time, and energy for a "Staff and Faculty Appreciation Mexican
Luncheon." The teachers' break room was magically transformed into a fun dining
establishment with a variety of choices for all patrons. The LCS staff and faculty felt
appreciated and loved.

Every Family A Donor

Let Them Play BALL Tickets. Tickets are now on sale for our upcoming not-to-be-missed
school fundraiser. Join us on April 29 for a delightful adults-only evening at Canvas
Stadium on the campus of CSU. At this important and fun event, we will enjoy great food,
drink, and music together. Dress is casual. Proceeds from ticket sales will benefit our Let
Them Play! initiative to replace the elementary playground, install field lighting, and
replace basketball hoops in the gym. You will also have the opportunity that evening to
donate to help us reach the finish-line goal for this worthwhile cause. Get your tickets
HERE and plan to join us on April 29 at 6:30PM.
Let Them Play BALL Sponsorships Available. Would your business like to be featured
as a sponsor of our fundraising event on April 29? Email Brett Harkey for details on

sponsorship packages today.

A Message From Mr. Rob Huey,
LCS Instructor

Why Teach Grammar?
By: Rob Huey, 6th-Grade Instructor
“He may not be a good fit for this position. His use of grammar is questionable in the
resume.” I received this feedback one summer, when I was working as a recruiter for an
engineering-consulting firm. The candidate in question was applying for a Construction
Management / Project Manager position, and the company had been looking for the right
candidate for over a year.
This was the first candidate in months who met the criteria the department needed.
However, due to poor grammar in his resume, he did not merit even an interview for this
vital position.
Over the years, students frequently ask why they have to learn grammar. This example
illustrates the importance of grammar in and out of school. Grammar is about speaking,
reading comprehension, and writing. Grammar is about communication.
Each year, we start our
grammar curriculum with a
grammar launch. In this launch,
we expose students to all the
big concepts they need to
know. After our launch, we go
back and dig into finer details of
each concept, taking students
from exposure, during the
launch, to mastery throughout
the rest of the year.
During our grammar launch, we
use a call-back question, “What
is grammar?” The students are
taught to reply, “Grammar is a
way of thinking about
language.”
Michael Clay Thompson, author of Liberty’s grammar-launch curriculum stated,
“Grammar is the core of all content.” Mastering grammar unlocks the ability for students to
excel in history, science, literature, and all content areas.
Grammar is a topic of discussion broached in each subject area on a regular basis. In
writing, we ask students to use stylistic techniques, such as strong verbs, quality
adjectives, or clausal openers to make their writing more vivid and descriptive.
In science, we observe how our textbook introduces each chapter with a combination of
compound-complex sentences, simple sentences, and other sentence types to provide
vivid details to grab the reader’s attention about the topic of each chapter. In history and
literature, we analyze the author’s word choice, sentence structure, use of voice, and
punctuation to infer meaning.

For many, grammar is a barrier for that job they desire; but hopefully, for students who
receive a Liberty education, grammar will open doors to any opportunity they dream of.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Sports Action. In the past week, baseball and soccer have been in action, women’s golf
registered its first team score, men’s swimming had its first-ever diver and a couple of dual
meet victories, and the junior-high and high-school track teams competed in their first full
meets. To read the full details and highlights check out the Eagle Weekly newsletter. You
can find those updates HERE, or you can subscribe for an emailed version by filling out
the form HERE. There is always some exciting news, as well as the weekly schedule of
events.
Eagles Leading Eagles. There are a lot of opportunities for our scholar-athletes to lead
through athletics. Grayson Fraser will be assisting Coach Knowles with our junior-highgirls’ soccer team. I know these girls will relish the opportunity to learn from one of our
high school leaders. Also, Hunter Lipsey is coaching one of the Liberty Common Arsenalbased kindergarten soccer teams. We hear some of the other high-school-soccer boys
even make appearances at practices and games. It is gratifying to see our
students passing along all they have learned to the next generation.

Alumni Update on Ilaria Savarese (LCHS ‘17)
Now an Italian College Graduate.

On Monday this week, 2017-18 LCHS foreign-exchange student Ilaria Savarese
graduated from the University of Trieste in her home country of Italy. As an economics
major, she earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration and Management from
the school’s college of economics, management, and statistics.
In an email, Ilaria wrote, “On March 28 th, I have reached one of my biggest goals –
college graduation. I wish you were here to see it…”
The photo above was among a handful she sent along saying, “I will share with you some
pictures with the hope you can live the moment with me.” The new college graduate went
on to explain how her experience as a foreign-exchange student at LCHS persuaded her
to pursue studies in economics for which she is enthusiastic and grateful.
“Thank you for having contributed to my education, my knowledge, and my persona,” she
wrote. “You are an irreplaceable part of my life and my culture.”
Congratulations Ilaria! Your American instructors, administrators, and fellow alumni are
exceedingly proud of you. Brava! Complimenti! Felicitazioni!
We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Order, Order!
(Our Unique Junior-High Order System)
By: Tricia Diehl, Board Member
One of the many reasons I love having my kids in a smaller school
is the richness of experiences they are offered. We have an
impressive school history, and all of us can share the proud
academic accomplishments of our current and past students. What
about their social development?
I am continually impressed by the creative...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 171. Eating in Public. Eating in public places has
become so common that a regular code of ethics has been
established. Every young boy and girl should learn how to
order a meal, and how to act at a public meal.
“In most cities a young boy and girl do not go to a public
eating-house unaccompanied by an older person. If you are a stranger in town, you should
see if a chaperon is expected, lest you be criticized for carelessness.
“A boy should know the restaurant before he invites a girl to dine with him there. He must
be sure the price is within his means, that the service is clean, and that it is perfectly
proper to take a girl there.”

News Worth Repeating
State Testing April 4 th – April 21 st. It is that time of year for the following standardized
tests to be administered at the elementary school for students in the 3rd - 6th grades.
Your child’s grade-level testing schedule can be viewed by clicking here.
Please plan student appointments and schedules accordingly. When students are absent
during testing, it creates a burden on the staff to administer make-up exams for individual
students. We ask for your consideration in this matter when making daytime
appointments.
These tests have value. The school relies on the results of these and other tests when
evaluating our curricula or programs.
Thank you for your cooperation in adjusting your schedule to make sure your children are
in attendance for these assessments. It is critical we have maximum participation to show
the state the incredible work we are doing here at Liberty.

Seats are filling quickly for Elementary
Summer Camp. CLICK HERE to register for a
summer camp, and don’t delay.
Reading Camp and Math Camps are designed for
students who need extra academic support to
maintain progress in reading and math.
LCS Summer Academic Camps (grades 1-6) run from July 11th- July 28th. The cost per
child, per camp, is $200.00.
Reading Camp, M-Th, 8:00am-10:00am.
Math Camp, M-Th, 10:30am-12:30pm.
Art Camp will be a fun and creative weeklong experience exploring various art materials
and techniques. Art campers will work with clay, do some printmaking, make a sculpture,
and draw and paint indoor and outdoors.
Art Camp will be held, Monday, July 25th – Friday, July 29 th. The cost per child is $175.00.
Morning Session, 8:30 am - 11:30am.
Afternoon Session, 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm.
Students may register for only one session.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal, with any questions.

Mr. Churchill On Air. The Core Knowledge
Foundation recently recorded a podcast with our
very own LCS Principal Mr. Casey Churchill.
Mr. Churchill's podcast will go live on April 12th,
part 4 of the Building Knowledge series by The
Core Knowledge Foundation. Topics: History of
Liberty, the benefits and philosophy of Liberty as
a classically-oriented core knowledge school,
and Liberty's commitment to promoting content
education for both instructors and the
community. CLICK HERE for more information
on The Core Knowledge Foundation.

Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org

Upcoming Board Meeting | April 28, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty
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