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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is William Shakespeare Week at LCS.
Next week is William Shakespeare Week at
LCS. William Shakespeare (1564 - 1616) is among the
most influential figures in human civilization. He wrote

plays and acted in the late 16th and early 17th
centuries. His reputation as a dramatic genius is
recognized worldwide. His characters and plots present
the essence of human nature portrayed through a wide
range of emotions and conflicts preceding and
transcending Elizabethan England.

Message From Headmaster, Bob
Schaffer

Slava Ukraini!
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
There has been a rather steady stream of high-school students dropping by my office at
the LCHS Aristotle Room since the weeks leading up to Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s unprovoked war against Ukraine. On Monday, a 9 th-hour group gathered in the
Minerva Reading Room where we discussed the troubling situation. Half stayed long after
the day’s final school bell had sounded.
Some students know to ask about a Cold
War relic I keep near my desk. It’s the
throttle lever of the number-four engine on a
Soviet-era TU-160 long-range heavy
bomber. The airplane carried nuclear-tipped
cruise missiles and its pilots practiced
simulated bombing runs envisioning
American cities as targets.
This particular weapon of mass destruction
was disassembled and destroyed in the late
1990s after Ukraine gave up its nuclear
arsenal – the third largest in the world – in
exchange for assurances from world
powers, including Russia, Ukraine’s
territorial integrity would be honored and
respected in perpetuity. I was at a military
airfield near Kyiv to observe the ceremonial
demolition which is where I obtained the
relic.
Liberty students seem to appreciate the
gravity of Russia’s attack and the ensuing
war. That’s definitely encouraging. It’s an
important time for parents to help young scholars focus on and process the news, interpret
the merits of stories, and discuss the conflict perhaps over the dinner table.
I’ll definitely continue discussing war-related news on Mondays for 9 th-hour for the “Hot
Politics” Club at the high school. The door is always open to all LCHS students, and
parents.

[Please read “Part II” of this column (entitled “ Heroyam Slava!”) further down in today’s
Liberty Common Sense newsletter].

Elementary School Calendar
March 9 | Liberty-Gives Day.
March 11 | End of 3rd Quarter.
March 11 | Chessmates.
March 11 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All day.
March 13 | Daylight Savings Time Begins.
March 14-18 | Spring Break | No School.
March 22 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30 PM.
March 25 | Chessmates.
March 28 | Character-Education Assembly.
March 31 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.
April 1 | Chessmates.
April 4 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Info Mtg.
April 8-9 | 5th-and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 6:00PM and 2:00 PM.
April 11 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Student Session
April 25 | Public-Info Night, 6:30 PM.
April 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.
May 2-6 | Teacher-Appreciation Week.
May 6 | Mayfest.
May 10 | 5th-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 6th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 12 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 16 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 19 | Olympic Day.
May 20 | Last Day of School, 1/2 day, 11:00 release.
May 20 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 20 | LCHS Graduation.
May 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.

Every Family A Donor

Liberty-Gives Day Almost Here. The countdown is on until our second-annual LibertyGives Day. This one-day giving event takes place on Wednesday, March 9 from midnight

to midnight. Keep an eye on our social-media feeds for more details. Mark your calendars
now and prepare to support Liberty Common School.
Liberty-Gives-Day Causes. On Liberty-Gives Day, you’ll have the opportunity to
contribute to one or more causes. Direct your donations toward a new elementary
playground, basketball-hoop replacement, athletic-field lighting, and more. Preview each
cause now by clicking HERE.
Plan to Share. You can help with Liberty-Gives Day by sharing the event and promoting it
on your own Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter pages. Help us generate buzz before and
during the event on March 9. For instructions and images to use, download our socialmedia toolkit HERE.
Become a Liberty-Gives-Day Sponsor. It’s not too late to become a Liberty-Gives-Day
sponsor. A corporate-matching gift is a great way to motivate more donors to give to
Liberty. Email bharkey@libertycommon.org for details.
Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
March 9: Liberty-Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
6th-Grade-Day-Registration Meeting and Pickup. On March 11, 6th graders will spend
a day in 7th-grade classrooms meeting teachers, getting the lay of the land, and preparing
themselves for their transition to the high-school building next year. At the end of 6thGrade Day, parents are invited to join their students for a registration meeting at 2:15 PM
in the Colosseum. We will discuss 7th-grade classes and distribute curriculum guides and
registration forms, which are then due back on the Monday after spring break. Students
will need to be picked up at 3:30 PM at the high school. There will not a shuttle to the
elementary after our meeting concludes.

A Message From Mr. Schaffer,
Headmaster

Heroyam Slava!
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
[Continued from the column above “Slava Ukraini!” atop today’s newsletter]. Students
learn from adults – instructors, and parents – and from erudite peers how to meaningfully
engage in major world events like Russia’s unprovoked attack upon Ukraine. In time, their
kids will learn about it in yet-to-be-updated history books. That someday lesson will be
made more vivid if kids today are astute to form solid first-hand memories for passing
along decades from now.
During the years I represented Colorado in the
U.S. House of Representatives (1997-2003), I was
Co-Chairman of the Congressional Ukrainian
Caucus. Elements of today’s conflict were

emerging way back then.
The experiences taught me a thing or two about
the region, Eastern-European politics, the history,
culture, and geopolitical tensions. It gave me some
insight on the conflict erupting over the past two
weeks.
After leaving Congress (I took a three-term termlimits pledge), I returned to the private sector as a
vice-president for business development at a midsized, Colorado-based energy company. That
experience took me back to Ukraine a few more
times in a different capacity.
As U.S. Congressman, a corporate executive, and
on non-government-organization missions as a
neutral election observer, I’ve visited Ukraine
around 20 times. Plus, I’ve hosted dozens of
Ukrainian delegations here in the U.S.
I still maintain friendships and professional
acquaintances. I’ve been in touch with several
Ukrainian friends lately. Their stories are harrowing.
I’ve also reengaged with ten or so policy-discussion groups refreshing my expertise, trying
to keep up with fast-moving situation reports, tracking news and developments, and
communicating with policymakers in Washington, D.C., in Kyiv, and in European capitals.
As with any war, the realities of this one are horrifying.
One of my friend’s messages from Kyiv, this week, described the misery of huddling in a
cellar, feeling the building rumble above to the concussions of bombs while comforting her
granddaughters, 3-years old and 6-years old, as they tried to sleep on a cold, damp
concrete floor. Her message ended, “How can this be happening in the 21st Century?”
There is no rational explanation. It’s
inexcusable. It’s evil. The complex situation,
nonetheless, can be analyzed if only to be
somewhat understood.
My mother is Ukrainian. She immigrated to the U.S.
from Canada when she was ten years old. I grew
up with some of the customs.
I make varenyky and other traditional dishes
including an excellent pot of borsch. I taught my
kids to make intricate Ukrainian Easter eggs
(“pysanky”), and they’re now teaching my
grandkids.
I’ve been trying to help sort things out for them, for
Liberty students, members of our faculty, and lots
of Coloradans including many Liberty parents. This
war is ghastly for Ukrainians and for those good
Russian people who do not support the tyranny of
their dictatorship – and there are many of them.
The horror of it all has the capacity to spread around the world. If it does, it will be with
lightning speed, and it will be ruthless.
State and national media have contacted me over the past few weeks for commentary and
interviews on the situation. Here are a few links to recorded segments that I think you’ll
find worth watching and/or hearing:

AM 1310 KFKA (Greeley) radio interview 3 March (segment starts at timestamp
16:55).
KOA 850 AM & 94.1 FM Ross Kaminsky Show (Denver) Interview 3 March.
Podcast Interview 24 Feb “Marty Chronicles”
Podcast Interview 28 Feb (follow-up to previous).
Gail Fallen Show KFKA (Greeley) radio interview 28 Feb
If you’ve read this far (well first, thank you), I urge you to pay very close attention to the
extreme violence and devastation being persecuted upon the people of Ukraine. I’m happy
to visit, chat, or reply to emails on the topic (and, as always, about the school, too).
Ukrainians have an old patriotic slogan that’s on millions of lips these days. It looks like
this in Cyrillic: Слава Україні! It’s pronounced “Slava Ukraini!” and means Glory to
Ukraine!
There’s a callback phrase that goes with it “Героям слава!” or “Heroyam Slava!” which
means Glory to the heroes!
I’ve been teaching this stirring
Ukrainian slogan to some of our
students lately. It’s a small but solemn
way for those who feel so inclined to
express solidarity. For my part, I am
not a neutral observer, and hope many
more students come to know the
phrase, too.
Finally, Ukraine is a nation of great
Christian faith. Religion stands at the
center of Ukrainian cultural identity.
Most are Orthodox. So are the
Russians who are attacking them. In
this way, especially, the war defies reason and is all the more doleful.
For Americans who embrace our nation’s motto – In God We Trust – and for Coloradans
who embrace our state’s – Nil Sine Nomine (Nothing without Providence) – this is a sure
occasion to consider an operative phrase from our own Declaration of Independence
whereupon our founders secured liberty by “appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world
for the rectitude of our intentions.”
In this, and in other powerful ways, Americans can petition for peace in Ukraine. Slava
Ukraini! Heroyam Slava!

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)

Junior-High Track & Field. The season starts next Monday, March 7th. Please make
sure you have followed all of the steps and completed the registration process
linked HERE before practice on Monday. Please contact Coach Reeves, Coach
Wilcox, or the athletics department if you have any questions.
Girls’ Basketball. Last Saturday, our 7th- and 8 th-grade girls' basketball teams
completed a great campaign by winning the third-place game in the league
tournament. Both teams had a great showing as they played tough games at Milliken early
in the morning. After getting bumped out of the finals in their early morning matchups, both

teams rallied to take home third place in a tough and athletic Northern Plains league. Nice
job, ladies!
Fastest In State. Many of our track-and-field
athletes compete in a club indoor track season in
the winter. An increasing number around the
state also join them to compete at various meets
held at the Colorado School of Mines, UCCS,
and the Air Force Academy. Brandon
Bate (Class of 2022) topped the entire state-wide
field this year with the fastest combined 200/400
time. Here is the numbers breakdown described
on co.milesplit.com:
Brandon Bate tops the list of Colorado's fastest
200-400 sprinters...The Liberty Common senior
has run 22.84 in the 200 and 50.86 in the 400 for
a combined time of 1:13.70 - that's the lone sub1:14 clocking on this list.
In The Numbers: One (Bate) has a combined
time under 1:14, Four have combined times
under 1:15, Six have combined times under
1:16.
We are so proud of the work that Brandon and our other athletes have been putting in this
winter, and we look forward to an exciting spring on the track.
If you are interested in sponsoring the athletic department in the spring-sports program,
please visit the link HERE for more information. Parents can also purchase senior
commemorations for $100 by following the same link.

Alumni Update on Savannah Schmutzer (LCHS ’16)
Now a Primary-Care Practice Manager Pursuing a
Master’s Degree in Healthcare Management.

Working hard as a Liberty Common School student sets one up for a future of prosperity
and independence. 2016 LCHS alumna Savannah Schmutzer is proof positive.
Having graduated this past Spring from Colorado State University with a bachelor’s in
business administration, Savannah is now studying for her Master’s in healthcare
administration with an emphasis in management. She's been a high achiever through the
entire process.
During her senior year at LCHS, Savannah was the House-System Treasurer. At the same

time, she immersed herself in a weekend program to gain certification as a dental
assistant. Shortly thereafter, she completed further coursework to become an ExpandedFunction Dental Assistant.
That all gave her an outstanding job as she went through college plus a solid income
safety net. She worked around 30 hours a week allowing her to graduate with no college
debt.
Often, she’d rush from her job to evening classes on campus still dressed in her dentalpractice scrubs. That was even the case on the day she graduated from CSU.
Over her lunchbreak, she drove to the campus, threw on her graduation garb, participated
in the ceremony, grabbed her diploma, dashed back to her dental office, redonned her
scrubs, and returned to her next patient. That she did alone due to COVID-19
regulations.
Even her parents were not allowed to attend the graduation ceremony. Now there’s an
excellent example of self-reliance and rugged individualism!
Her Bachelor’s-Degree pursuits were heroic. There were so many nights she was up past
midnight getting coursework done only to answer a 5:30AM alarm clock and head back to
work!
Building upon her excellent Spanish-language skills acquired at LCHS, Savannah studied
more in college and became fluent. In fact, she acted as the translator for two Boston
University medical teams with which she performed dental work in the Guatemalan jungle.
Savannah said she’s willing to meet with anyone who might be interested in entering the
healthcare-administration field. “While I am by no means an ‘expert,’ I have lots of insight
and connections in this field that I would be happy to pass on,” she said. “I’m a huge
believer in the role of mentors and building a professional network early on. Please feel
free to include my personal email savcologirl@gmail.com and my phone (970) 6918559.”
Upon graduation from CSU, Savannah was one of over 100 applicants for the job of
Southern Region Primary Care Practice Manager for SCL Health. As a fresh grad, and
with many of her competitors holding Master’s Degrees, she was definitely a longshot.
Savannah sailed through the interviews, got the job, and now manages two primary-care
clinics in the greater-Denver area where she is responsible for about 20 employees,
including a half-dozen doctors.
Her clinics are part of a five-state healthcare system, and she recently took one of them to
the #1 position within the entire system. Her second clinic has reached its highest metrics
ever. It’s a significant achievement for the Liberty alumna, and Savannah is hopeful she
will be assigned to manage a third clinic within a year.
“While my new corporate healthcare job sounds glamorous,” she said, “there have been
lots of things I’ve arguably chosen to forego—going out on weekends, having regular
relaxation time, or even some relationships. I suppose that’s just part of the trade-off at
this point in my life.”
Savannah doesn’t expect it will always be this way. But, it has certainly forced her to
prioritize, and make time for things she truly cares about.
“It’s also forced me to ‘grow up’ very quickly as most of my professional colleagues are in
their 40s, and I manage a group of physicians that look to me for hard answers to key
decisions,” Savannah said. “It’s an honor to do what I do. But, it’s not without significant
sacrifice some days.”
Savannah aims to obtain her Master's Degree within two years with which she intends to
apply for a director-level position at a new hospital slated to open coincident with her
targeted graduation date. She yens to become a hospital CEO; and, because she has
quickly emerged as a bright star and great leader, her executive team is encouraging her
in these pursuits.

“It’s certainly not been an easy journey since leaving the bastion of Liberty,” Savannah
said. “Living in a world that triumphs the idea of ‘getting what I want however I can get it’
mentality is difficult—especially when I’ve been taught to do things the right way. Nothing
can replace hard work, good character, and an act of faith.”
Savannah is pictured nearby with her brother Caleb who also attended Liberty Common
School.
Tempor volat! Go Rams!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Character Education in the Discipline Process
By: Torgun Lovely, LCHS Principal
Kids make mistakes. When juvenile mistakes occur here at
Liberty, we view them as valuable learning opportunities –
occasions for lovingly asserting our character-education objectives
when they are most in need.
As a longtime educator, I am convinced the approaches we have
developed...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 168. Registering. On arriving at the hotel, go
directly to the desk. Ask for a room with or without a bath. Ask
about the rate for that room, so that you will know what you
will have to pay. The clerk at the desk will give you a pen and
register, for you to sign your name and the name of your
home town. A bell-boy will then carry your bag to your room. Be ready to tip the boy from
10 to 25 cents, depending on the amount of baggage you have.
“Keep your door locked.
“Go to the desk for all information. Do not make friends with any of the hotel
employees. Do not in any way attract attention in the lobby or dining room.
“If you ask extra service of bell-hops, you must tip them.”

News Worth Repeating
LCS Elementary Summer Academic Camp. Registration
for summer reading, math, and art camps opens on Friday,
March 11th. The registration link will be posted in the
Liberty Common Sense.
Reading Camp and Math Camp are designed for students
who need extra academic support to maintain progress in
reading and math. Teachers are currently contacting
parents of students they believe will most benefit from the extra support over the summer
months. These students will receive priority enrollment through March 10th.

Art camp will be a fun and creative week-long summer Art Camp exploring various art
materials and techniques. Art campers will work with clay, do some printmaking, make a
sculpture, and draw and paint indoors and outdoors.
Art camp will be held, Monday, July 25th – Friday, July 29 th. There will be two sessions,
morning session, 8:30 am - 11:30am, and afternoon session, 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm
(students may register for only one session). The cost per child is $175.00.
LCS Summer Academic Camps (grades 1-6) run from July 11th- July 28th. Reading
Camp, M-Th, 8:00am-10:00am. Math Camp, M-Th, 10:30am-12:30pm. The cost per child,
per camp, is $200.00.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal, with any questions.

Summer-School Registration for Incoming 7th-Graders Is Live. Please use this link
to register. Spots in some classes are going quickly. A variety of summer-school options
are available this summer including classes taking the place of a core class during the
school year and enrichment opportunities in several disciplines. Incoming 7th graders may
take the required computer-essentials course over the summer, freeing up space during
the year for another elective. Other enrichment opportunities will include English grammar
and diverse skills, Spanish, and math. Please see the Summer Packet for details.

Spring-Break child care. CLICK HERE for more information about spring-break.

Whose Children Are They? Sometime during the 2020-21 school year, a national
documentary-film producer toured Liberty Common School as part of her fieldwork in
scoping a narrative for a feature-film presentation on the general decline of American
public schools and concomitant institutional efforts to undermine the authority of
parents. Liberty Common School is understood as a contrasting bastion of parental
empowerment and is represented in the film as such. The documentary’s release is
scheduled for Monday 14 March 2022 with showtimes in select theaters. Please CLICK
HERE to learn more about the film. CLICK HERE to watch the official trailer. To buy
tickets for a local 14 March viewing at Fort Collins Cinemark, CLICK HERE.

Sixth-Grade Immunization Compliance. Attention parents of students who will enter the
sixth grade for the 2022-2023 school year (current 5th graders): Your child will likely be
due for an immunization booster before the start of the next school year. Please reach out
to your healthcare provider to clarify whether boosters are indicated. Also, feel free to
direct questions to LCS School Nurse Mrs. Dybzinski. For general information, CLICK
HERE.

Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions

School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | March 31, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

