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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Yavoi Kusama Week at LCS.
Next week is Yayoi Kusama Week at LCS. Yayoi
Kusama (1929 – ) made her first Infinity Mirror
room in 1965. Kusama is a famously provocative
avant-garde artist, best known for her works
featuring repeating motifs and psychedelic
imagery that evoke themes of psychology,
feminism, obsession, creation, destruction, and
intense self-reflection. Kusama is the best-selling
living female artist, with works breaking record

prices at auction. She currently lives and works in
Tokyo.

Message From Headmaster, Bob
Schaffer

“Give Me Liberty!”
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
This past Wednesday marked the 247th anniversary of Patrick Henry’s famous “Give Me
Liberty” speech on the question of war with Britain. The stirring remarks – still inspiring
today – were made at St. John’s Church in Richmond, Virginia.
Years ago, a friend of mine salvaged a few of
the church’s bricks when a portion of the wall at
the historic site was being replaced. He gave
me the one I keep on display in my office at the
high school next to a bust of Henry.
It’s remarkable to hold this old brick and know
the soundwaves of Patrick Henry’s voice
reverberated off its surface – the same voice
that moved Henry’s Virginia brethren to take up
arms in “the holy cause of liberty” and help lead
an epochal American Revolution.
Clear ideas articulated in truthful terms and rooted in timeless principles are indeed
compelling. They are hallmarks of liberated minds, free people, and courageous hearts.
Be familiar with Liberty Common School’s revolutionary terms. CLICK HERE to see the
school’s charter. CLICK HERE for Liberty’s extraordinary history. CLICK HERE to know
more about our philosophy. CLICK HERE for school bylaws. CLICK HERE for school
policies. CLICK HERE for “What Every Liberty Parent Needs To Know.”

Elementary School Calendar
March 28 | Character-Education Assembly. Speaker is Ms. Kimberly Culp,
LETA, 911 Dispatch.
March 31 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM.
March 31 | Board of Directors Candidate Forum | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.
April 1 | Chessmates.
April 4 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Info Mtg.
April 11 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Student Session.
April 25 | Town Hall/Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM.
April 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.
April 29 | Spring Fundraising | 6:30 PM | Canvas Stadium
May 2-6 | Teacher-Appreciation Week.

May 2 | 1st-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 2nd-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 3 | 3rd-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 4th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM
May 6 | Mayfest.
May 6-7 | 5th/6th Grade Dessert Theatre Production | Friday at 6:00 PM |
Saturday at 2 PM. | Tickets: $5/students, $8/adults.
May 10 | 5th-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 6th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 12 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 16 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 19 | Olympic Day.
May 20 | Last Day of School, 1/2 day, 11:00 release.
May 20 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 20 | LCHS Graduation.
May 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.

All School Newsworthy Notices
Dear Parents,
Liberty Common School is always looking to improve and
we need your help. We will send families two surveys. The
first survey is a general survey sent to all families in the
school. You will find a link below to this brief
survey. Please complete by April 8 th. We will then send a
student-specific survey to all families in elementary, juniorhigh, and high school. Student-specific surveys should be filled out for each child in your
family.
These surveys are very important for the Board of Directors and administration to learn
about your needs and areas where we can improve. Thank you in advance for taking time
to give your feedback.
Click Here to take the survey.
Sincerely,
Liberty Common Board of Directors and Liberty Administration

Mr. Churchill On Air. The Core Knowledge
Foundation recently recorded a podcast with our
very own LCS Principal Mr. Casey Churchill.
Mr. Churchill's podcast will go live on April 12th,
part 4 of the Building Knowledge series by The
Core Knowledge Foundation. Topics: History of
Liberty, the benefits and philosophy of Liberty as
a classically-oriented core knowledge school,
and Liberty's commitment to promoting content
education for both instructors and the
community. CLICK HERE for more information
on The Core Knowledge Foundation.

School-Candidate Forum For Liberty
Parents. There are six parent candidates offering to
fill three seats on the Liberty Common School Board
of Directors. We need all parents to vote. To help
prepare, the BOD is hosting a candidate forum
featuring remarks by each candidate. The forum will
be held on Thursday, March 31, 2022 at 6:00PM at
Liberty Common High School, Acropolis. The BOD

plays an integral role in sustaining the mission and vision of our excellent school. Voting
will take place during the week of April 11-15. For an election to be official, 50% of all
eligible voters must cast a ballot; and, each elected member must receive at least 25% of
eligible votes.

Corporate-Status Announcement. At its regular meeting scheduled for Thursday 31
March 2022, the Liberty Common School Board of Directors will vote on whether to
convert Liberty’s corporate status to a non-profit corporation as defined by the U.S.
Internal Revenue Service’s designation 501(c)(3) from the school’s current status as an
unincorporated entity. The conversion to this new structure will be a matter of form. The
school’s policies will not change.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
State Testing April 4 th – April 21 st. It is that time of year for the following standardized
tests to be administered at the elementary school for students in the 3rd - 6th grades.
Your child’s grade-level testing schedule can be viewed by clicking here.
Please plan student appointments and schedules accordingly. When students are absent
during testing, it creates a burden on the staff to administer make-up exams for individual
students. We ask for your consideration in this matter when making daytime
appointments.
These tests have value. The school relies on the results of these and other tests when
evaluating our curricula or programs.
Thank you for your cooperation in adjusting your schedule to make sure your children are
in attendance for these assessments. It is critical we have maximum participation to show
the state the incredible work we are doing here at Liberty.

Seats are filling quickly for Elementary
Summer Camp. CLICK HERE to register for a
summer camp, and don’t delay.
Reading Camp and Math Camps are designed for
students who need extra academic support to
maintain progress in reading and math.
LCS Summer Academic Camps (grades 1-6) run from July 11th- July 28th. The cost per
child, per camp, is $200.00.
Reading Camp, M-Th, 8:00am-10:00am.
Math Camp, M-Th, 10:30am-12:30pm.
Art Camp will be a fun and creative weeklong experience exploring various art materials
and techniques. Art campers will work with clay, do some printmaking, make a sculpture,
and draw and paint indoor and outdoors.
Art Camp will be held, Monday, July 25th – Friday, July 29 th. The cost per child is $175.00.
Morning Session, 8:30 am - 11:30am.
Afternoon Session, 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm.
Students may register for only one session.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal, with any questions.

A Message From Dr. Robertson,
Assistant Principal, Liberty Common
High School

Creating Excellent and Virtuous Habits
By Dr. Robert Robinson
"We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit." - Aristotle.
For eleven years now, I have seen my friend and colleague
Jason Mayer sign his emails with this Aristotle quote. The
idea of reinforcing good habits through repetition seems
especially appropriate when considering Liberty Common
School’s approach to character education. One of our
foundational texts, which all Liberty faculty and staff read,
is Why Johnny Can’t Tell Right From Wrong by William
Kilpatrick. Kilpatrick argues that too many schools have
abdicated direct character education designed to teach,
model, and enforce desirable traits. Here at Liberty, we
work to consciously reinforce our foundation and capstone
virtues through positive modeling and consistent
reinforcement from kindergarten through graduation.
In doing so, we seek to counter what Kilpatrick called
“moral illiteracy,” or an unfamiliarity with the vocabulary
and historical touchstones that are part of our societal
moral framework. One reason for that unfamiliarity is that
children are less likely than in the past to be surrounded by a context intentionally
reinforcing broadly agreed-upon societal virtues. That context had been provided in
homes, schools, churches, and in institutions such as Boy Scouts or 4-H. Liberty’s
curriculum will remedy much of that shortfall, as students learn from the best thinkers and
writers who have shaped the western tradition.
One of our tactics for creating a context of virtue at Liberty Common is directly noticing
and acknowledging acts of good character in our students through character letters and
awards. I have seen my own children’s pride when an elementary teacher sends home a
character letter praising some good action. The action itself is often quite simple and
ordinary, but a respected teacher noticing it and offering praise creates a strong desire in
students to repeat those good acts and live up to the possibilities their teacher sees in
them. At the high school, these character letters continue and we also add junior-high and
high-school Capstone Awards six times a year, where we recognize a student who has
demonstrated not just a single act, but a sustained embodiment of the high-school’s
capstone virtues of prudence, fortitude, temperance, justice, gratitude, and
patriotism. These Capstone-Award recipients are voted on by the entire faculty, and those
meetings, where I get to listen to colleagues glowing descriptions of wonderful students,
are among the most touching and meaningful parts of my job. They often go longer than
anticipated as teachers are anxious to speak up and add one more example of goodness
in support of a worthy recipient.
Another of our most useful tools in forming students’
character is our Great Books list. These carefully chosen
works provide role models and moral situations which
allow students to vicariously experience applications of

good character. Dealing with character issues in the form
of a story can be particularly powerful. As noted in Why
Johnny Can’t Tell Right from Wrong, “the question for a
child is not ‘do I want to be good?’ but ‘who do I want to
be like?’” Children are less likely to be drawn to abstract
moral discussions, but they are deeply drawn to heroes
and heroines in great works of literature, such as The
Hobbit which our 6th graders read, who show character
traits worthy of emulation. Character is one key reason it
is so essential for a school like ours to care deeply about
what children read in a school context.
A sustained and intentional focus on character education
can seem like a dour direction for a school at first glance,
but that is far from the truth. One of the primary purposes
of character education is to help students experience real
joy through learning to be inclined toward and to choose
that which is beautiful, good, and true. Applications of
good character, from working hard to master a difficult passage of music to choosing to
reach out to an isolated peer in the lunchroom, provide the opportunity to experience
joy. Joy goes well beyond simpler and more fleeting emotions such as fun and its longterm positive influence in a child’s life can be enormous. Joy is often more subtle and less
immediate than other pleasures, however, and it requires a conscious effort to help lift
children from a sea of fun distractions and provide opportunities to experience something
more meaningful. We are grateful for the chance to partner with parents in helping
students create habits of good character which will bring them, and those they encounter,
lasting joy.

Every Family A Donor
Let Them Play BALL. Make plans now to
join us on April 29 for a delightful adults-only
evening at Canvas Stadium on the campus
of CSU. At this fundraising event, we will
enjoy great food, drinks, games, and music
together. Proceeds from ticket sales will
benefit our Let Them Play! initiative to
replace the elementary playground, install
field lighting, and replace basketball hoops
in the gym. You will also have the
opportunity that evening to donate to this
worthwhile cause. Tickets will go on sale
next week, so mark your calendars and plan to join us for the Let Them Play BALL on
April 29 at 6:30 PM.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)

Girls’ Soccer. The first official day of practice will be Monday, March 28th. All paperwork
and registration need to be completed before then. Practices will be at Stewart Case Park
from 3:45-5:15 PM. There will be a bus leaving the elementary school for the 6th graders
at 3:10 PM, and that bus will leave from the high school at 3:25 PM to take athletes to
practice at Stew Case. Home games will be played at Everett Field, and the game
schedule is posted on lceagles.com. Please email Coach Knowles if you have any

questions.
Spring Sports. All of our spring sports are now underway! We have already seen some
great performances, and we are looking forward to more, as well as better weather. We
try and keep everyone apprised of all of the latest news in the Eagle Weekly newsletter.
You can find those updates HERE, or you can subscribe for an emailed version by
completing the form HERE. There is always some exciting news as well as the weekly
schedule of events.

Alumni Update on Hannah Schoenig (LCHS ’15) Now
a Missionary in Oaxaca, Mexico.

Upon graduating from LCHS in the mighty Class of 2015, alumna Hannah Schoenig
conquered a four-year degree from Colorado Christian University in Lakewood, CO. Now
she’s off to high adventures and a spiritual journey of ministry in Mexico.
A couple weeks ago, she sent to her supporters, fans, and admirers an update on her
latest missionary experiences. Her recent newsletter makes for an excellent “Alumni
Update” in which she reports as follows:
Greetings from Oaxaca (waa·haa·kuh), Mexico! I am so glad the Lord brought me here. I
arrived February 20th, jumped straight into ministry, and am loving it!
My focus is a newly launched jewelry business called Amanecer (Dawn) that employs atrisk and vulnerable women while offering community, discipleship, trauma healing, and job
coaching. I accompany the women in these activities and in jewelry making (a truly
humbling experience). I lead a devotional and worship time weekly and take photos of the
jewelry for the future website and social-media platforms I'm helping launch.
Each week, I join a team in downtown Oaxaca to invite women in prostitution into a safe
space for a meal, nail painting, and conversation. This ministry, Girasol (Sunflower),
started about five years ago, with Amanecer being a recent extension of it by offering
alternative employment for women on the street and seeking to prevent women from
entering prostitution at all.
Weekends I spend with my church and host family. I live in a four-generational household
(think the culture of Disney's Coco, which is based on a real Oaxacan family, but with a
family the size of Encanto's). It's been an invaluable, rich experience, relationally and
culturally, both challenging and rewarding.
Thank you, thank you for your continued prayers, financial support, and for simply reading
these emails! I can't do this mission without your support and encouragement. I love
hearing from you personally so please reply with how you're doing and how I can pray for

you!
With big love and gratitude,
Hannah Schoenig
P.S. New blog is up reflecting on the last two years of cross-cultural ministry!
We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
LCHS Dress Code: “The Rest Of The Story”
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
One attractive feature of Liberty Common School is the school’s
Dress Code. It’s an apposite balance struck between school
uniforms that are often associated with private institutions and
wide-open and unrestricted approaches often associated with
large urban campuses.
And now you’re about to hear…the rest of the story:
“You’re starting to sound as casual as you dress,” said Bob Benninghoff, longtime
engineer CLICK HERE to read more.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 170. Departure. Always leave the key to your
room at the hotel desk when you are leaving the hotel. When
you check out, go to the desk and ask the clerk for your bill. A
bell-boy will get your bags from your room, and carry them to
the door or car. You must tip him for this service.”

News Worth Repeating
Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.

School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | March 31, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

