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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Marquis de Lafayette Week at LCS.
Next week is Marquis de Lafayette Week at LCS. MarieJoseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, the Marquis de
Lafayette, was born into an aristocratic French family in
1757. At the age of nineteen, he dedicated himself to the
cause of independence for the United States, and soon after
arriving in America became a general in the revolutionary
army. He played a crucial role in persuading France to enter
the war on the American side. After having helped secure the
independence of the United States, Lafayette returned to
France where he was an author of The Declaration of the
Rights of Man and of the Citizen, whose tenets are enshrined
to this day in the constitution of France. For his work in securing liberty in both America

and in France, Lafayette has been referred to as the hero of two worlds.

Message From Headmaster,
Bob Schaffer

In Honor of “Moses”
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty Common students walk our high school’s Tubman Hall every day. Indeed, starting
in the 2nd grade, they learn about and identify with the extraordinarily heroic example of
Harriet Tubman whose 200th birthday occurs this March (exact date is unrecorded) and
whose prominent images adorn the hallway there.
Tubman possessed all the traits
imaginable in an American
patriot. She was a fearless
abolitionist. She escaped the
slavery of a Maryland plantation
several times returning to
shepherd others out of
bondage.
In orchestrating the
“Underground Railroad,”
Tubman was a leading
conductor emancipating over
300 slaves. She organized an
elaborate spy network for the
Union Army during the Civil
War credited with mapping Col.
James Montgomery’s
decisive raid at Combahee Ferry in which 800 slaves were freed.
To those she delivered from captivity, Tubman became known as “Moses.” She was a
suffragist leading to adoption of the 19th Amendment.
She provided humanitarian aid to those impoverished by the war. Despite receiving no
formal education, she was a bold woman of action – a military leader, a Christian soldier,
a visionary, a healer, a nurse.
Tubman was a principle figure in the holy cause of liberty on every level. She outsmarted
her captors at every turn. “There probably is no more heroic person, no more selfless
person that I can think of in history,” said Dr. Cheryl Janifer LaRoche, an archaeologist
at the University of Maryland at College Park and a Tubman expert.
Last week, I was invited to a live webinar featuring Dr. LaRoche produced by the U.S.
Capitol Historical Society. It was riveting (CLICK HERE to see a recording of it ) and a
great reminder of why our excellent school teaches its students to know, appreciate,
admire, and internalize the timeless lessons of Harriet Tubman.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Parents-Only Parlor Night. Friday, February 25th,
2022, the LCHS Ambassador’s Club will be hosting
Parlor Night. This captivating event full of amazing
performances will be held from 6:30 to 9:00PM in
the Liberty Common High School Great Hall. Along
with a short music-appreciation commentary from
Maestro Mr. Dave Lunn, complimentary desserts
and beverages will be served. Free childcare will
also be provided so the adults can enjoy a relaxing
night out. Donations/tips are welcomed but not required. For questions email Ambassador
Club leaders Avery Stoltzfus or Sophia McLaughlin.

Top Dogs! The Rocky Mountain Young
Marines has been named the Division 4 Young
Marines Unit of the Year for 2022. This high
honor is given to only six of the 230 units
across the country. The distinction places the
RMYMs unit in the running for National Unit of
the Year, which will be decided in May. The
Young Marines is a youth-education and
service program for boys and girls ages eight
years old through high-school graduation. The
Young Marines promote the mental, moral and
physical development of its members. The
program focuses on teaching the values of leadership, teamwork, and self-discipline, so its
members can live and promote a healthy, drug-free lifestyle. The Rocky Mountain Young
Marines has been meeting at Liberty Common School since its inception in June of 2018.
The RMYM unit is proud to have the
following
hard-working
Liberty
students
in
its
ranks: Ulian
Chernousov-La Foy (4th), Malachi
Hamilton (6th), Michael Messaros
(6th), Kinsey Barlow (5th), Audra
Greenacre (7th), Gabriel Hamilton
(8th), Cole Greenacre (8th), Andrew
Barber (9th), and Kurt Hoyer (9th).
For more information on the Rocky
Mountain Young Marines, please
email Mrs. Nancy Hoyer.

Elementary School Calendar
February 28-March 4 | Scholastic Bookfair.
February 28 | Character-Education Assembly. Speaker from Mountain Fresh
Dairy.
March 4 | Classroom Group Pictures.
March 4 | Chessmates.
March 9 | Liberty-Gives Day.
March 11 | End of 3rd Quarter.
March 11 | Chessmates.
March 11 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All day.
March 13 | Daylight Savings Time Begins.

March 14-18 | Spring Break | No School.
March 22 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30 PM.
March 25 | Chessmates.
March 28 | Character-Education Assembly.
March 31 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.
April 1 | Chessmates.
April 4 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Info Mtg.
April 8-9 | 5th-and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 6:00PM and 2:00 PM.
April 11 | 5th-Grade Human Development Student Session
April 25 | Public-Info Night, 6:30 PM.
April 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.
May 2-6 | Teacher-Appreciation Week.
May 6 | Mayfest.
May 10 | 5th-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 6th-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
May 12 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 16 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 19 | Olympic Day.
May 20 | Last Day of School, 1/2 day, 11:00 release.
May 20 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 20 | LCHS Graduation.
May 26 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM LCHS Acropolis.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
"Arctic Adventure Zone." Liberty Common
bookfair begins Monday February 28 and continues
through Friday March 4. The week is filled with
excitement as students, parents, faculty, and staff
peruse the library searching for a book by their
favorite author or picking up a classic novel they've
heard so much about.
This year Mrs. Gowing, our amazing librarian, is
hosting a Family Night on Thursday March 3rd from
6 to 8 pm in the Connie Behr Memorial Library.
Come shop the fair with your family and friends.
Play games, eat snacks, and earn prizes.
Volunteers are needed to help make the bookfair
run smoothly. Please consider being a cashier,
shopping assistant, or helping at family night.
CLICK HERE to find a timeslot that works for you.
For the first time, the LCS Scholastic Book Fair is offering eWallets. Give your child a safe,
cashless way to shop at the bookfair. This digital-payment option can be used at the inschool bookfair or online at the virtual bookfair. CLICK HERE to learn more.

Memories Captured for a Lifetime. Classroom
group photos will be taken Friday, March 4.
CLICK HERE for more information and an
order form.

LCS Elementary Summer Academic Camp. Registration
for summer reading, math, and art camps opens on Friday,
March 11th. The registration link will be posted in the
Liberty Common Sense.
Reading Camp and Math Camp are designed for students
who need extra academic support to maintain progress in
reading and math. Teachers are currently contacting
parents of students they believe will most benefit from the
extra support over the summer months. These students will receive priority enrollment
through March 10 th.
Art camp will be a fun and creative week-long summer Art Camp exploring various art
materials and techniques. Art campers will work with clay, do some printmaking, make a
sculpture, and draw and paint indoors and outdoors.
Art camp will be held, Monday, July 25th – Friday, July 29 th. There will be two sessions,
morning session, 8:30 am - 11:30am, and afternoon session, 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm
(students may register for only one session). The cost per child is $175.00.
LCS Summer Academic Camps (grades 1-6) run from July 11th- July 28th. Reading
Camp, M-Th, 8:00am-10:00am. Math Camp, M-Th, 10:30am-12:30pm. The cost per child,
per camp, is $200.00.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal, with any questions.
Summer-School Registration. A variety of summer- school options are available this
summer including classes taking the place of a core class during the school year and
enrichment opportunities in several disciplines. Incoming 7th graders may take the
required computer-essentials course over the summer, freeing up space during the year
for another elective. Other enrichment opportunities will include English grammar and
diverse skills, Spanish, and math. Please see the Summer Packet for details.
Registration will take place through the RevTrack website. A non-refundable deposit can
be paid beginning on March 1, and the balance will be due just before class begins. Some
of these classes do fill quickly.
Penny-War Results. Thanks to the 5 th- and 6 thgrade student council for organizing the annual
Penny-Wars event and thanks to all who
participated. We had a very successful year. This
year’s total was, drum roll please....... $7,042.32.
This money has been donated to Ezra Black and his
family in support of his battle with leukemia.
Our 2021-2022 winners are:
In 3 rd place is 1st-grade with $570.88
In 2nd place, earning a donut party is kindergarten
with $455.63.
1st- place winners for this year’s Penny Wars is 2nd
grade with $431.73. They have won a free-dress day. Congratulations.
Great work to everyone for participating. What a great demonstration of citizenship and
helping our community to be a better place.

Shortly after Ezra was released from the
hospital, he was cleared to be the keynote
speaker at the Citizenship Character
Assembly in January. Learn more about
Ezra’s journey by listening to his inspiring
message of courage and hope. Financial
support for the Black family can still be
made through its GoFundMe page, CLICK
HERE.

Spring-Break child care. CLICK HERE for more
information about spring-break.

Every Family A Donor
Liberty-Gives Day Almost Here. The
countdown is on until our second-annual LibertyGives Day. This one-day giving event will last
from midnight to midnight on March 9. Mark your
calendars now!
Liberty-Gives-Day Causes. On Liberty-Gives
Day, you’ll have the opportunity to contribute to

one or more Let Them Play causes. Direct your
donation toward a new elementary playground,
basketball-hoop replacement, or athletic-field
lighting.
Become a Liberty-Gives-Day Sponsor. Please
ask your company to sponsor a matching gift for
Liberty-Gives Day. Many companies do it. You
need only ask. Providing a matching gift is a
great way to motivate more donors to give to
Liberty. Email Brett Harkey for details.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
March 9: Liberty-Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

A Message From Mr. Torgun Lovely,
LCHS Principal

It’s Working
By Mr. Torgun Lovely
My favorite LCHS alumna recently shared an early draft of a fantastic research paper
she’s writing for one of her college classes. CLICK HERE to read the current draft.
It was written to stand in contrast to ideas and ideals
being presented in her Social Justice for Educators
course. Once finalized, it will be submitted for
publication in the Western Tribune. Here’s a
particularly pithy excerpt:
“Technology in schools is often seen as an
advancement in education, yet its detrimental side
effects are often overlooked. Increased cellphone
and laptop usage leads to issues with attention span,
lack of absorption of texts read online, and varying
socioeconomic implications that do more harm than
good. Harvard University concluded that distractions
in the college classroom due to technology stemmed
from issues related to student boredom and off-topic
usage. It is recommended that if the teacher wants to
make sure students are tuned in, they encourage students to put away their devices
(Derek Bok Center, 2022). If this is recommended in the college classroom, then why are
educators expecting elementary and secondary students to regulate their behavior better
than adults?”
As a proud dad, I may be a tad biased in a few obvious ways; but in my mind, this is one
of many indicators pointing to the massive successes of our amazing school. It also
serves to highlight a key aspect of what we do here at Liberty Common that is paying
considerable dividends in the lives of our students.

Our school’s electronic-use policy (found on page 49 in the Student-Parent Handbook)
continues to stand as a unique point of contrast against other schools in the area. The
staunch stance we take on personal electronic devices in the classroom, especially the
lengths to which the administration goes in order to enforce the policy – up to and
including the confiscation of devices until the end of the school year and automatic out-ofschool suspensions for using them in bathrooms/locker rooms – helps our school free
themselves of this anti-intellectual scourge that the vast majority of modern-day educators
in America are facing.
“One policy that I have really appreciated at
LCHS is the ‘no cellphone in classes’ rule for
students. Having taught in other schools with no
such policy, I have seen both the educational
and social downsides to not restricting access to
cellphones in class. They create a distraction to
learning and create a number of problems for
teachers when it comes to test
security. Oftentimes, students are also distracted
by texts and social-media posts that are
unrelated to the coursework and the teacher’s
presentation. As a teacher, I like the fact that
students can use their time in class for
coursework without the distractions of their
phones.”
Another powerful facet of our school’s general
philosophy around technology use has been to
discourage it unless it serves a specific and
necessary academic purpose. Deploying
fascinating toys in the classroom is in no one’s
best interest, which is one of the main reasons
we resist the moniker as a STEM school.
Even though our science, mathematics, and
economics programs help lay a solid foundation for our engineering courses, the “T” in
many other places has come to really mean “toys,” which usually end up being a
distraction from the actual content of a class and the learning process in general. That
being said, we do have a significant amount of technological assets within the school
which can be deployed at the discretion of our professional classroom instructors.
If a teacher sees a need to bring Chromebooks into the classroom to do research, or use
graphing calculators to run a statistical analysis, or program 3-D printers to make a
prosthetic hand, then there are some great devices at their disposal to do so. Technology
can be a helpful tool, but it can also be a massively disruptive force in the educational
process which is why we have found great success when relying on the expertise of our
instructional staff to exercise prudence when it comes to technology use in the classroom.
After years of being my daughter’s principal, it sure feels rewarding to read these words or
her essay:
“While computers may be useful for research occasionally, students never need constant
access to a laptop, especially if books and paper are provided. There is never any need
for a cellphone in school, and so it can be up to the educators to ban their use in the
classroom, which must be backed up by the administrator in order to make sure there are
consequences to ensure that these rules are followed.”
I’m grateful she was given an example of what a school can and should be; and, if these
are the types of graduates we’re sending into the world, then I’m even more convinced our
efforts and methods are indeed working.
To read more about the school’s philosophy surrounding technology, electronics, and
screen time, please read Mr. Jeff Siener’s article in What Every Liberty Parent Should
Know entitled “Students Unplugged”.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)

Registration. Men’s swim and dive got underway this week, and all other high-school
spring sports will kick off next week. All registration must be complete before the first day
of practice and can be completed by following the instructions HERE. Each athlete only
needs one sports-registration form per school year, and the physical exams for athletics
are valid for a calendar year. Additionally, some athletes may be eligible for the “Buy Two,
Get One Free” registration policy. If you have an athlete that has already played for two
Liberty Common sports teams this school year contact Mr. Reynolds for a registration
link. Please refer to the official practice start dates and coaches’ contacts for each sport
below.
Men’s Swim & Dive
Coach Huey
First Day of Practice - Monday, February 21st
Women’s Golf
Coach Reynolds
First Day of Practice - Monday, February 28th
Men’s Baseball
Coach Sparks
First Day of Practice - Monday, February 28th
Women’s Soccer
Coach Weiman
First Day of Practice - Monday, February 28th
High-School Track and Field
Coach Mayes
First Day of Practice - Monday, February 28th
7th- and 8th-Grade Track and Field
Coach Reeves & Coach Wilcox
First Day of Practice - Monday, March 7th
Girls’ Soccer
Coach Knowles
First Day of Practice - Monday, March 28th
Pictures and Programs. We are putting together a printed program again for high-school
spring sports. In order to make this happen, we will be taking individual and team pictures
next week. Additionally, if there are any seniors that have not yet had their senior banner
created, we will take those pictures at that time. Here is the schedule for each team:
Wednesday 3/2 - 3:15 at EPIC
Men’s Swim & Dive
Women’s Golf
Baseball
Thursday 3/3 - 3:30 at Everett Field (Elementary School)
Women’s Soccer
High-School Track & Field
HERE is a link with preordering information (note, it says March 2nd but soccer and track
will still be March 3rd).
If you are interested in sponsoring the athletic department in the spring-sports program,
please visit the link HERE for more information. Parents can also purchase senior
commemorations for $100 by following the same link.

Alumni Update On Evelyn (Wagner) Hernandez
(LCHS ’15) Now a F.O.C.U.S. Missionary serving
students at Texas State University in San
Marcos, TX.

Since graduating from Liberty Common High School in 2015, and then from Benedictine
College in Atchison, Kansas, alumna Evelyn Wagner married John Paul becoming Mrs.
Evelyn Hernandez. The pair runs a Christian missionary outpost in San Marcos, Texas
serving students attending Texas State University.
Evelyn and JP recently published a newsletter updating readers on their Roman Catholic
mission. That communiqué doubles as an excellent “Alumni Update.” Following are
excerpts from it:
“Last fall, the Lord was abundant with His grace and we saw tremendous growth both in
our students' interior lives as well as new students getting involved. One thing we're really
excited about is the growth in the number of students involved with formal discipleship.
These are students who have said yes to the Gospel and are walking with either a
missionary or another student in pursuit of the habits of a disciple as outlined by St. Peter
in Acts 2:42 (prayer, sacraments, teachings of the Church, and fellowship).
“As you can see…our first spring semester at Texas State there were 28 students involved
in discipleship; last spring that number grew to 36, and now it is 54. Praise God!
“Around this time of year, people start asking us what our plans are for next year. We are
excited to share that JP has applied, interviewed, and been qualified to be promoted to a
team director role next year! The current team director at Texas State is planning on
staying here next year, so that means we will be starting a new adventure at a new
campus. With over 700 missionaries across over 100 campuses, FOCUS has quite the
puzzle on their hands figuring out where to send all their missionaries. Later this month,
placement conversations will begin happening and we should know by April where will be
headed.
“Keep us in your prayers as we wait for our next placement!”
To learn more about Evelyn’s mission, and to support it, CLICK HERE. She’s happy to
answer questions, just send her an email message.
Go Eagles! Go Ravens! Go Bobcats!

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Our National Alienation and Amnesia
By William J. Bennett
June 29, 2007
How do we ask our children to fight, and perhaps die, for a country
they do not know?
Tens of millions of Americans are about to celebrate our nation’s
Founding. The worrisome question is, will future generations take
to this celebration the way we have for the past 231
years...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 167. Choosing the Hotel. If a boy or girl must go
to a hotel without an older person, he should find out from his
parents what hotel is best for him. In case of an emergency,
inquire of the travelers’ guide, station police, or station
agent. It is better to choose a well-known hotel, rather than a
small one in an outer district of the city. Never ask a stranger or a chance acquaintance to
suggest or direct you to a hotel.”

News Worth Repeating
Whose Children Are They? Sometime during the 2020-21 school year, a national
documentary-film producer toured Liberty Common School as part of her fieldwork in
scoping a narrative for a feature-film presentation on the general decline of American
public schools and concomitant institutional efforts to undermine the authority of
parents. Liberty Common School is understood as a contrasting bastion of parental
empowerment and is represented in the film as such. The documentary’s release is
scheduled for Monday 14 March 2022 with showtimes in select theaters. Please CLICK
HERE to learn more about the film. CLICK HERE to watch the official trailer. To buy
tickets for a local 14 March viewing at Fort Collins Cinemark, CLICK HERE.

Board of Directors Election. Liberty Common School’s Board of Directors has three
open Director positions with three-year terms commencing this June. Election for these
positions will be held the third week of April. For more detail on requirements to serve as a
Member of the Board of Directors, please refer to the Bylaws of Liberty Common School.
Liberty Common School depends upon parent volunteer leadership. Its seven-member
parent-volunteer BOD is responsible for maintaining educational and operational policies
which support the vision, philosophy, and mission as defined in Liberty’s Charter
Application, Contract, Bylaws, and Board Policies. Ideal candidates are passionate about
the mission, and philosophy of LCS, and are interested in playing a vital role in ensuring
Liberty’s continued academic, character-education success. Liberty’s BOD would love to
answer questions regarding Board service. Please contact Board Director Cindy
Skalicky or any other Director. If interested, please complete a Liberty Common School
Board of Directors Application (CLICK HERE). The application deadline is 4:00PM on
Wednesday, March 2, 2022.

Sixth-Grade Immunization Compliance. Attention parents of students who will enter the
sixth grade for the 2022-2023 school year (current 5th graders): Your child will likely be
due for an immunization booster before the start of the next school year. Please reach out

to your healthcare provider to clarify whether boosters are indicated. Also, feel free to
direct questions to LCS School Nurse Mrs. Dybzinski. For general information, CLICK
HERE.

Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | March 31, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org

Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

