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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Leonardo da Vinci Week at LCS.
Next week is Leonardo da Vinci Week at LCS.
Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci (1452 – 1519) was an
Italian scientist, mathematician, engineer, inventor,
anatomist, painter, sculptor, architect, botanist,
musician and writer. Leonardo has often been
described as the archetype of the "Renaissance man,"
a man whose seemingly infinite curiosity was equaled
only by his powers of invention. He is widely

considered to be one of the greatest painters of all time and perhaps the most diversely
talented person ever to have lived.

Message From Headmaster,
Bob Schaffer

Proper Citizenship, Securing Justice
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Our annual LCS Professional-Development Day is a productive occasion to firm up
institutional strategies toward the school’s academic vision. While students enjoy a day off
(tomorrow Fri 18 Feb 2022) and an early start into an otherwise three-day weekend,
Liberty faculty, administration, and support staff will convene a daylong lyceum-style
seminar intended to reinforce agreement upon the school’s foundational purpose.
A national-caliber lecturer is coming in to guide
Liberty’s k-12 professional classroom instructors
through a refresher on the philosophy of America’s
Founding Fathers, the import of the Declaration of
Independence, the conditions of freedom and the
necessity of a constitution to limit government powers,
the problem of slavery, and educational imperatives for
proper citizenship and securing justice.
Members of the Liberty Board of Directors will be
attending. Some of the school’s original founders will be
there, too, along with a few delegations of professional
educators from other nearby private and charter-public
schools. The workshop’s content will align nicely with
the book we are studying together by E.D. Hirsch, Jr.,
entitled How to Educate a Citizen – The Power of
Shared Knowledge to Unify a Nation.
From there, we amplify these themes through our administrative communications including
this weekly newsletter, school-wide book readings, weekly staff trainings, parent
education, leadership among partner charter schools, and through our habits in improving
Liberty’s world-class professional classroom instruction.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Parents Only Parlor Night. Friday, February 25th,
2022, the LCHS Ambassador’s Club will be hosting
Parlor Night. This captivating event full of amazing
performances will be held from 6:30 to 9:00PM in
the Liberty Common High School Great Hall. Along
with a short music-appreciation commentary from
Maestro Mr. Dave Lunn, complimentary desserts
and beverages will be served. Free childcare will
also be provided so the adults can enjoy a relaxing

night out. Donations/tips are welcomed but not required. For questions email Ambassador
Club leaders Avery Stoltzfus or Sophia McLaughlin.

Whose Children Are They? Sometime during the 2020-21 school year, a national
documentary-film producer toured Liberty Common School as part of her fieldwork in
scoping a narrative for a feature-film presentation on the general decline of American
public schools and concomitant institutional efforts to undermine the authority of
parents. Liberty Common School is understood as a contrasting bastion of parental
empowerment and is represented in the film as such. The documentary’s release is
scheduled for Monday 14 March 2022 with showtimes in select theaters. Please CLICK
HERE to learn more about the film. CLICK HERE or on the nearby video-image link to
watch the official trailer. To buy tickets for a local 14 March viewing at Fort Collins
Cinemark, CLICK HERE.

Elementary School Calendar
February 18 | Professional-Development Day | No School.
February 21 | Presidents Day | No School.
February 24 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.
February 25 | Chessmates.
February 28-March 4 | Scholastic Bookfair.
March 4 | Classroom Group Pictures.
March 4 | Chessmates.
March 11 | End of 3rd Quarter.
March 11 | Chessmates.
March 11 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All day.
March 13 | Daylight Savings Time Begins.
March 14-18 | Spring Break | No School.
March 22 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30 PM.
March 25 | Chessmates.
March 31 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00 PM | LCHS Acropolis.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

Nothing Says Love Like a Dissection. On
Monday, February 14, LCS fourth graders and
parent-volunteers had a wonderful day learning
about cardiopulmonary anatomy. Students
dissected hearts and lungs under the careful
guidance of instructors Mrs. Elizabeth Howe,
Mr. Steve Ronen, and Mr. Jeff Siener. The lab
work, and hands-on experience reinforced prior
classroom lectures, and broadened knowledge
in quite profound ways. These activities deepen
retention of key lessons. Pictured nearby are
students and parent volunteers displaying lab
specimens. A big thank you to Dr. Ethan Ellis,
Cardiac Electrophysiologist and Liberty
Common father of two, who shared his
knowledge with students and fellow volunteers
from all three classes. It is upon experiences
such as these that future Liberty instructors will
stack successive, sequenced units of more
complex knowledge as students move toward
obtaining an LCHS diploma.

A Message From Mrs. Keri Jurgens,
LCS 6th-Grade Instructor

How to Grow a Genius
By Keri Jurgens, LCS Instructor
Mr. Jurgens and I have four children. More accurately, we have one child and three largebodied humans who can legally vote. One even pays for his own health insurance!
As an elementary-school teacher and a parent (our third Liberty grad will graduate this
May), my perspective on what makes a successful student has been shaped by these dual
roles. By observing our own four very different learners, as well as the students in my
classroom, I am convinced of something:
Genius can be planted, watered, and
grown. How? By fostering intrinsic
motivation.
Of course, I say this tongue-in-cheek; but,
data show self-discipline is a far more
accurate indicator of academic performance
than is innate intelligence. We can instill
self-discipline.
Self-discipline is intimately related to
intrinsic motivation – the ability to engage in
a task or behavior simply because it is
inwardly satisfying. Intrinsic motivation is
key to setting kids up to succeed as students.
Have you ever seen a child become so enraptured with an activity that she sticks with it
for hours? Anything that comes to mind counts – playing a new song, doodling, even
Minecraft.
These intrinsically motivated behaviors are engaged for the pleasure and satisfaction of
the activities themselves. Researcher and author of The Talent Code, Daniel Coyle, calls
the initial excitement for a new activity ignition. It is when the seed for the newly
discovered interest or skill is planted.
During that crucial, exciting, ignition stage, the positive-feedback loop from every success
is so tantalizing that children are driven to practice more and more. If children engage in
deep, repeated practice of a skill or frequent investigation into a subject, they are well on
their way to developing expertise.
Playing the latest pop melody ignites a desire to practice jazz scales. Doodling becomes
art. Minecraft, a passion for engineering.
The thing is, getting kids to be that tenacious about math facts, for example, can take a lot
more finessing from an adult than building a virtual-videogame city which provides
frequent (and automatic) positive-feedback cues. But how do we encourage children when
those positive feedback cues don’t come automatically?
So many times, I’ve heard both my own children and
my students say “I’m just not good at this” when
faced with a task that is either nearly or vastly out of

reach. Sometimes, it seems easier to give up than to
do the hard work of reaching the next level.
Feedback needs to help kids internalize a narrative
that adds an all-important “yet” to the equation; “I’m
not good at this yet.” Or, “Your 10 minutes of practice
every day on math facts has really paid off. Look how
much you’ve improved!”
Academic researcher Carol Dweck calls this attitude
a growth mindset (if interested, consider checking
out Mindset by Carol Dweck from the school’s
library).
In addition to fostering a growth mindset, some
students need a bit of extrinsic motivation to foster
that inner drive. Watering these little skill seedlings
might need to involve dangling a carrot in the form of
competition or stair-stepped goals and rewards that
are just out of reach enough to make a child work a little harder.
Rewarding kids for achieving goals waters intrinsic motivation. Notice the emphasis on
achieving. Research has shown self-determination may actually be decreased if a reward
is given for solely completing (or participating in) a task without a goal having been
achieved.
In the right context, however, external rewards can increase perceived competency which,
in turn, increases self-determination and intrinsic motivation. The key is tying these
rewards to goals that are within reach but which take decent effort.
For a younger student, these rewards may need to be more frequent. A student of mine
frequently approaches me with excitement over the prize she either earned or is
anticipating earning that week for achieving measurable goals she and her parents have
set. Her parents have created a trellis to climb while her roots grow deep and strong.
For older students, the promise of a
reward at say, the end of a semester or
quarter might be appropriate. When I
spoke to our two high-school students
about what motivates them to work for
the best grades they’re capable of, they
both shamelessly replied, money.
Yes, at our house, we pay our kids for
grades. This extrinsic reward fosters
the daily self-determination necessary
for them to achieve the satisfaction of
knowing they’ve put in their best effort.
The acquisition of a broad body of knowledge, such as what we seek to teach students at
Liberty Common School, takes dedication. In the end, it will be the tiny, daily choices our
students make that will determine their own success.
As parents and educators working together, we provide the most fertile environment,
encouragement, and structure for our little geniuses to grow, bloom, and flourish.

Every Family A Donor
Liberty Gives Day. March 9th is our second-annual
Liberty Gives Day. Starting at midnight that day, you’ll
have the opportunity to contribute to several Let Them
Play causes. Direct your donation towards a new
elementary playground, basketball-hoop replacement, or
athletic-field lighting. Mark your calendars now.

Become a Liberty-Gives-Day Sponsor. Would you or
your company like to sponsor a matching gift for Liberty
Gives Day? Providing a matching gift is a great way to
motivate more donors to give to Liberty.
Email bharkey@libertycommon.org for details.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)

Swim, Dive State Championships. Liberty
Common School has a newly crowned state
champion! Elsa Fullerton edged out the field in
a tight 200-yard freestyle race to become the 3A
State Champion. She out-touched the favored
swimmer from Denver North by .02 seconds. “It’s
so exciting. I’m on top of the world,” Elsa said to
reporters. “That was such a close race, so I’m
just ecstatic that I was able to finish long and
hard at the very end. I had no idea how it was going to go. I was just going to swim my
best and see what happens.” Congratulations, Elsa; we are so proud of you!
Our team had a great weekend all around,
with contributions from almost all
swimmers. Relays, individual races, and
divers all added to the overall score that
secured a fourth-place team finish out of 32
teams! We are so proud of all these
amazing scholar-athletes, and it was a lot
of fun to see this whole team compete this
season. In only our third season with a
women's swim and dive team, these
accomplishments also earned Coach Rob Huey the title of 3A State Coach of the
Year. Nice job, Coach Huey! Read the full article and see results HERE
Spring Sports. The spring sports season is a week away, and the men’s swim-and-dive
season starts Monday. All registration must be complete before the first day of practice
and can be completed by following the instructions HERE. Each athlete need only
complete one Sports Registration Form per school year. The physical exams for athletics
are valid for a calendar year. Additionally, some athletes may be eligible for the “Buy Two,
Get One Free” registration policy. If you have an athlete who has already played for two
Liberty Common sports teams this school year contact Mr. Reynolds for a registration
link. Please refer to the official practice start dates and coaches’ contacts for each sport
below.
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions, or for more information

about all of the activity happening in athletics.
Men’s Swim & Dive
Coach Huey
First Day of Practice - Monday, February 21st
Women’s Golf
Coach Reynolds
First Day of Practice - Monday, February 28th
Men’s Baseball
Coach Sparks
First Day of Practice - Monday, February 28th
Women’s Soccer
Coach Weiman
First Day of Practice - Monday, February 28th
High-School Track and Field
Coach Mayes
First Day of Practice - Monday, February 28th
7th- and 8th-Grade Track and Field
Coach Reeves & Coach Wilcox
First Day of Practice - Monday, March 7th
Girls’ Soccer
Coach Knowles
First Day of Practice - Monday, March 28th

Alumni Update On Grace McCormick, Class of
2021 attending Texas A&M University in College
Station, TX

Howdy and greetings from Aggieland!
I am currently halfway through my freshman year at Texas A&M University, where I am
studying Visualization. Visualization is a combination of art, technology, and coding, and
encompasses 3D animation among other things. Many of the Visualization majors aim to
work at animation studios (think Pixar), but animation is quite useful in other industries,
such as education and marketing, as well. I greatly enjoy this unique field of study, and
the project-based classes come with many perks – including smaller class sizes, personal
relationships with your professors, and no tests.
Attending such an enormous university has its ups and downs. A&M has the resources to
provide a wide range of majors, activities, and clubs. I am involved in Cru (a student-led
campus ministry), and just recently joined the women’s club water polo team just for fun!
SEC football is also a major perk. On the downside, the sheer number of people can be
overwhelming at times, especially when living on campus, and it can be hard to find highquality people to connect with in the midst of all the busyness. Therefore, I encourage

everyone, but especially those of you who will attend large public universities, to be very
intentional and careful with whom you surround yourself – because those friendships can
make or break you.
My classes are challenging, but Liberty has prepared me well for them. More than that,
Liberty was instrumental in teaching me resilience and independence, which turn out to be
crucial assets when you move halfway across the country. I am grateful to all my teachers
for the lessons and life lessons they taught me, and I encourage all of you to take full
advantage of your time at Liberty. One piece of advice to incoming college freshmen
would be to simply relax. I was certainly overwhelmed by the sheer newness of everything
and experienced an unhealthy amount of stress my first semester. Know that you don’t
have to have everything figured out on day one. Choose certain aspects of college to work
on, and slowly build upon and optimize from there.
A&M has partially indoctrinated me into the Aggie cult, but has not succeeded in making a
Texan of me yet. I attend yell practices, and hiss at Longhorns, and have tried my hand at
two-stepping, but I am fiercely proud of Colorado and my mountains and will always
choose Chacos over cowboy boots. I will never be a fan of the torturous summer humidity,
and, though the weather is beautiful now, I still miss snow. But I am extremely grateful for
the opportunities God has placed in my life, and feel that I am certainly where I’m meant to
be right now.
God bless you with a wonderful rest of the semester, and Gig Em’ Aggies!

An artwork I did of an imaginative
microscopic landscape for my design
class.
Aggie football game “red-white-andblue out!”

We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
A Review of an Integrated High School Mathematics Program.
By: Diana Fogler
At La Habra High School, we are now using an integrated
sequence in Algebra 1 and piloting the second year of the
sequence in some Geometry sections. Next year all the Geometry
sections will use the second year of the integrated sequence and
we will have two pilot sections of the third year of the sequence.
This year I have taught... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 166. Tips. A porter on a sleeper should be tipped
25 to 50 cents a night. You give this tip to him just before you
leave the train. The dining-car waiter is tipped ten percent of
your bill, but never under fifteen cents if you expect
service. You must expect to tip a waiter or porter for any extra
service you ask for. They expect more than your 'Thank you' for their service.”

News Worth Repeating
Board of Directors Election. Liberty Common School’s Board of Directors has three
open Director positions with three-year terms commencing this June. Election for these
positions will be held the third week of April. For more detail on requirements to serve as a
Member of the Board of Directors, please refer to the Bylaws of Liberty Common School.
Liberty Common School depends upon parent volunteer leadership. Its seven-member
parent-volunteer BOD is responsible for maintaining educational and operational policies
which support the vision, philosophy, and mission as defined in Liberty’s Charter
Application, Contract, Bylaws, and Board Policies. Ideal candidates are passionate about
the mission, and philosophy of LCS, and are interested in playing a vital role in ensuring
Liberty’s continued academic, character-education success. Liberty’s BOD would love to
answer questions regarding Board service. Please contact Board Director Cindy
Skalicky or any other Director. If interested, please complete a Liberty Common School
Board of Directors Application (CLICK HERE). The application deadline is 4:00PM on
Wednesday, March 2, 2022.

Time Is Running Out. Please take a few minutes to visit our Lost-And-Found. All items
not claimed by February 25th at 3:00PM will be donated.

Sixth-Grade Immunization Compliance. Attention parents of students who will enter the
sixth grade for the 2022-2023 school year (current 5th graders): Your child will likely be
due for an immunization booster before the start of the next school year. Please reach out
to your healthcare provider to clarify whether boosters are indicated. Also, feel free to
direct questions to LCS School Nurse Mrs. Dybzinski. For general information, CLICK
HERE.

Serve On Poudre Library Board. There
are upcoming vacancies on the governing
board of the Poudre River Public Library
District. As a leading community academic
institution, Liberty Common School has a
direct academic interest in the performance and quality of local libraries. Our faculty and
students rely upon District library facilities routinely. Having a Trustee from the LCS parent
community (or grandparent, alumni, student, etc.) would be of mutual benefit to our
students and to the broader community. If so inclined, please pursue one of the open
Trustee positions. The application window is February 1st through noon on Friday,
February 25, 2022. Please CLICK HERE for application information.
Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions

Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2022-2023 School Calendar
Holidays and Intermissions
School Attendance Dates
Aug 22 | Classes Begin.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | Student Count.
May 26 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day.
School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 8 | Labor Day.
Oct 21 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 23-25 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 17-Jan 8 | Christmas Break.
Jan 16 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 17 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 20 | President's Day.
March 13-17 | Spring Break.
April 7 | Good Friday.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting | February 24, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org
Give to Liberty

Visit our Website

