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Class of 2022 School Motto

Next Week is Robert Sherman Week at LCS.
Next week at LCS is Roger Sherman Week. Sherman was a
Connecticut statesman, signed the Continental Association,
the Articles of Confederation, Declaration of Independence,
U.S. Constitution, and served in the Continental Congress'
and both houses of the U.S. Congress. He wrote, “Sad will be
the day when the American people forget their traditions and
their history, and no longer remember that the country they
love, the institutions they cherish, and the freedom they hope
to preserve, were born from the throes of armed resistance to
tyranny, and nursed in the rugged arms of fearless men.”

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Fit Bodies, Sturdy Souls
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Pandemic outcomes are shedding lots of light on the high importance of physical
education and play. Liberty Common School has always regarded physical education and
guided corporeal activity as absolute necessities for proper formation of children.
Burnishing our school’s classical orientation in physical education and sports is a renewed
area of emphasis for us. Just last night, for example, our physical-education instructors
made a presentation to the Board of Directors outlining goals to lead cross-curricular
connectivity to better align physical-education curriculum with classical lessons taught
throughout the school.
They, and our administers, recently read Pavlos
Papadopoulos’ excellent essay on well-cultivated
spiritedness and well-practiced courage (CLICK
HERE) accentuating linkages between academic
instruction, intentional physical activity, and the
maintenance of a free society. “A human person is an
integrated union of mind and body, not a ghost in a
machine,” he writes.
These traditional academic ideas are being reinforced
by this year’s end-of-year fundraising campaign
themed “Let Them Play.” Information about the
campaign is detailed further down in today’s Liberty
Common Sense newsletter. We’re counting on every
LCS family to generously participate.
We’re aiming to replace aging playground equipment
at the elementary school, extend usage opportunities
on our Everett Field complex (soccer field, and track),
and make gymnasium improvements. In these and

other ways, we are investing in school enhancements
that revive an ancient Athenian understanding of
education – all cognitive arts train the soul, while
“gymnastics” (physical-education prepense) trains the
body.
“Flabby bodies and flabby souls are bad for the
student and bad for the country,” Papadopoulos
asserts. He concludes, “And the surest way to
cultivate the spiritedness of ourselves and our fellow
citizens is through a renewed education of the body.”

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Asserting Parental Authority. Governing boards and
lead administrators of six leading Northern Colorado
schools, including Liberty Common School, signed a joint
statement “in defense of parental rights” which the coalition
published last Sunday in regional newspapers. The
document, presented in full-page ads, expresses the
schools’ intentions for effective pandemic-related publichealth strategies that do not undermine the prudent
judgement of parents to direct the education and
upbringing of their children. The effort was undertaken to
assert viewpoints of Larimer County’s education leadership
toward sensible COVID-19-mitigation strategies that
maintain k-12 education, and student health as top
priorities. CLICK HERE, or on the nearby document
image, to read the joint statement. CLICK HERE for
supporting references.
Parent Meeting On Parental Authority. Northern
Colorado community leaders are hosting a town-hall-style
meeting to discuss strategies to assert parental authority
in the face of overreaching public-health regulations
recently promulgated by the Larimer County Department of
Health and Environment. The parent leadership from six schools united in the joint
statement on parental rights (mentioned previously) are convening the meeting on
Tuesday, December 7 th from 6:00-8:00PM at the Fort Collins Marriott Hotel 350 E.
Horsetooth Rd., in Fort Collins. Liberty parents are invited to attend. The coalition of
education leaders will define sensible public-health strategies that maintain education as a
priority, and which do not undermine parental authority. These strategies will be utilized in
directing public-health workers and elected public servants toward practical solutions
embraced more broadly by leading education officials, and community leaders.

Grandparents Day on Tuesday. Our 2021 Grandparents Day is here. Our event will be
presented in a virtual format. All grandparents will be able to connect with their grandkid’s
classrooms and get a direct glimpse into how grand-scholars spend their schooldays, what
they’re learning, and whose guiding them along their academic journey. Note the
timeframes for teleconference interaction: Elementary-school presentations (grades k-6)
begin at 9:00AM. High-school presentations (grades 7-12) begins at 12:00PM. Links to the

Zoom teleconference portals to classrooms can be accessed by visiting our website
(libertycommon.org) and clicking on the Grandparents-Day button atop.

Don’t Miss “The Crucible.” If “tech-week” rehearsals are
worthy predicters, tonight’s (and tomorrow’s, and Sunday's)
LCHS performances of The Crucible are sure to be epic
successes. The nearby image was taken late evening during
Wednesday’s dress rehearsal and depicts director Mr. Stanton
Skerjanec coaching stage actors on how to dial in their
performances. The play, written by Arthur Miller in 1953,
portrays the Salem witch trials that took place in the late 1600s
with realistic though fictitious dialogue that engages the
audience. The LCHS cast has been working extraordinarily
hard to make this production one to be remembered. The team’s work ethic definitely showed
during rehearsal. See elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense for showtimes and ticket
information – and don’t miss this outstanding, impactful, and educational performance.

Happy Thanksgiving. Thursday's national
Thanksgiving holiday is observed at Liberty Common
with a three-day suspension of school activities from
Wednesday, November 24th through Friday November
26th based upon a succession of presidential
proclamations issued since this first one: "Now,
therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday, the
26th day of November next, to be devoted by the people
of these States to the service of that great and glorious
Being who is the beneficent author of all the good that
was, that is, or that will be; that we may then all unite in
rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks for
His kind care and protection of the people of this country
previous to their becoming a nation..." - President
George Washington

Senatorial Visit. A statewide candidate for the
U.S. Senate visited LCHS Tuesday this week.
One of Colorado's two senate seats is up for

voter consideration next year. Candidate Gino
Campana, a former Fort Collins City Council
Member, is on the trail which led him through
the halls of LCHS via an excellent student-led
tour. Campana has visited the school on
multiple occasions over the years. The
candidate asked great questions about the
schools philosophy, and institutional practices.
He looked in on a few classrooms in action,
interacted with students, and took in some of
the 9th-Hour Travel Tuesday presentation on
Germany.
Though actively involved in the political process, our school does not endorse candidates
for public office, or advocate the election or defeat of candidates, or ballot questions. All
candidates for public office in jurisdictions where Liberty students, families, or employees
are constituents are invited to visit our excellent school, to learn more about it, and to
share their views on public education. Candidate backgrounds, viewpoints, and credentials
are typically displayed at their official campaign websites, which we urge voters to access
independently.

Robotics Success. LCS was well represented at the FLL Poudre Robotics Tournament
on Saturday, November 13, 2021. Three teams of students from 4th to 8 th grade were
pillars of perseverance and respect during a grueling nine-hour tournament. Not only did
they demonstrate robot-building and programming skills, they showcased their newly
researched knowledge of global supply-chain issues. Team “Ships and Dip” members,
Kayla Schroder (8th), Elijah Sturm (7th), 6th graders Vincent Athern and Pranav
Sriram, and 5th graders Anthony Schroder and Elliana Sturm led by Coaches Bryce
Schroder and Ryan Sturm, placed 8th in robot points out of 33 teams. Team “Brickiacs”
members Josephine Chan (5th), and 4 th graders Hope Barhart, Prisha Iyer, Landen
Lasher, Jude Rains, Tommy Tothenbuehler, and Liam Tourney were led by Coaches
Seth Tourney and Harry Chandrawarman, and won the Judges Choice Award. Team
“Robot Rebels” members 5th graders Charlie Notarfrancesco, Mateo Romero, Allie
Smith, and Anna Smith, led by Coaches CJ Smith and Sarah Smith, won 2 nd -Place
Grand Champion Award and 4th place in robot points. The Robot Rebels will be
competing in the State Robotics Tournament on December 11th in Littleton, Colorado.
We are incredibly proud of all of our team members!

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty (either
campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please urge
them to attend our Public-Information Night on Monday December 6, 6:30PM-8:00PM at
Liberty Common High School in the Great Hall. These are informative presentations for all
parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what
we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the
next open-enrollment spot.

Wyoming Legislators Visit. A delegation of
Wyoming state legislators visited and toured our
high-school campus on Wednesday. Members of the
group helped pass a new law in Wyoming that
opens the state for more charter schools. They spent
the day touring LCHS and three other Northern
Colorado charter schools to get a glimpse into the
kind of public institutions they hope take root in The
Equality State. Pictured nearby are some of the
legislators, and officers of The Daniels Fund who
were also on the tour, visiting with school
administrators in the LCHS Great Hall.

JH Theatre Performance. Can't get enough theatre in
your life? Neither can we. The rootinest- tootinest cast in
the West will be giving performances of Annie Get Your
Gun the weekend after Thanksgiving Break. Join the
junior-high theatre crew at LCS for a raucous evening filled
with laughin', foot tappin' and sharpshootin'. Performances
run nightly from Thursday 12/2 through Saturday 12/4 at
7:00PM. Want an afternoon pick-me-up? Join us for a
matinee show on Saturday 12/4 at 2:00PM. Tickets are on
sale now at lchstheatre.ticketleap.com. Please see Mr.
Wallace if you need any more details.

Elementary School Calendar
November 23 | Grandparent's Day | Elementary 9:00-10:15 | High School
12:00-1:20 | via Teleconference.
November 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL.
November 29 | Character Assembly.
December 2 | 6th-Grade Parent Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.
December 2-4 | JH Musical | Thu 7:00PM, Fri 7:00PM, Sat 2:00PM & 7:00PM
LCS Performance Hall.
December 6 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall.
December 10 | Free-Dress Day.
December 13 | Character Assembly
December 16 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
December 17 | 2nd Quarter Ends.
December 20- 31 | Christmas Break, No School.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Vision-, Hearing-Screening Results. If your student was screened, last week, for
hearing and/or vision, and a deficit concern was indicated, you will receive a referral in the
mail. With referral at hand, please consider setting up an appointment for further
evaluation by a medical professional. If you receive no referral from the school, this means
your student was either not screened (based upon there being no prior indication
screening is needed), or she/he was screened, and no sensory deficits are indicated. If
you have any questions, please email our school nurse Mrs. Dybzinski .

COVID-Updates
New Cases. The school has confirmed one new case of COVID-19 at the high-school
campus, four students and one staff member, at the elementary-school campus. Parents
and guardians of individual students determined to have been in possible contact with the
ill person(s) will be contacted by the Liberty Common School Administration, or Larimer
County Department of Health & Environment as appropriate.
Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

How Did We Get Here?
Part Two of a Five-Part Series.

Liberty Common School has a unique history important
for all to know. There were many hardships and
roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders
persevered to make our school what it is today, but it
wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the
best charter schools in Colorado. For the next four
weeks, we will run, "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr.
Maureen Schaffer, Mrs. Michelle Provaznik, Mrs.
Laurel Van Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a
superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as
we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts by our
Founders to get where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we
have the top elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common School
By Dr. Maureen Schaffer (Founding Parent)
The huge demand for the educational program offered at Washington Core Knowledge
School prompted the school’s founders to begin drafting an application for a Core
Knowledge charter school, under the newly passed Colorado Charter Schools Act. By the
summer of 1995, unresolved issues about the permanence of Washington Core and the
authority of the parent board over the academic program spurred a full-scale charter effort.
Meeting after work and on weekends, parents meticulously defined and documented the
charter school’s mission, goals, curriculum, governance, budget, facility plan, employee
relations, and more. On October 31, 1995, the Core Knowledge Charter School (CKCS)
Partnership, the organization formed by founding parents for the purpose of establishing a
new charter school, submitted its application to the PSD Board of Education.

Rather than proceed with negotiations, the PSD board requested more and more
information, explanation, and detail. The CKCS board, led by parent Chairman Phil
Christ, diligently responded to each request, but to no avail. On December 11, the PSD
board voted to deny the charter application without ever having met to negotiate with the
parents.
Undaunted, the CKCS board appealed the decision to the Colorado State Board of

Education. In February, the State Board sided with the parents and instructed the PSD
board to negotiate an agreement in good faith with the charter group. Weeks of meetings
ensued.
It appeared the two sides were slowly coming together. However in an eleventh-hour
surprise, the PSD board suddenly voted to “approve” the charter with several major
restrictions, not previously discussed: The charter would be limited to two years,
enrollment would be capped at 300 students, and the school would be limited to a K-6
program, thereby eliminating the school’s innovative junior-high program.
PSD further directed the charter school to find space in a non-district building and execute
the charter contract with PSD no later than June 1. The constraints made it virtually
impossible to open the school.
Disappointed, the CKCS board filed a second appeal with the State Board of
Education. In an apparent attempt to quash the charter school, PSD unleashed its
attorney. A paper war erupted as the lawyer threw legal obstacles in the path of the charter
school. The charter group managed to fend off the legal challenges and was finally
granted a hearing before the State Board.
At the April 23 hearing, the final punch was landed when PSD announced it had filed suit
against the State Board of Education and CKCS Board of Directors! Concerned the
lawsuit could result in an injunction preventing the charter school from opening, the State
Board recommended the charter group try to open a school with PSD’s restrictions.

Dozens of outraged parents criticized the legal shenanigans at the next PSD board
meeting. PSD director Bob Bacon (who subsequently was elected a Colorado State
Senator) denied the district had sued parents and accused charter supporters of
promulgating a big lie.[1] But PSD President Mike Liggett, an attorney, confirmed the
lawsuit had indeed named five parents – Phil Christ, Randy Everett, Timothy Gilmore,
Cheryl Olsen, and Maureen Schaffer – as defendants.
The clock was ticking down to the June 1st deadline. Charter parent Mr. Peter Kast, a
commercial realtor, conducted yet another survey of potential properties to accommodate
the PSD-imposed school configuration. A near match was identified. However, two
adjustments to the restrictions would be necessary:
Increase the charter length to five years to amortize building improvements.
Increase the enrollment cap to 364 students to meet the annual lease and
maintenance obligations.
The charter group entreated PSD to consider adjusting the restrictions. The PSD
board refused to consider the request. “The Board of Education will not take any
further action,” came the response in a May 3rd letter to the CKCS board.
The June 1 contract deadline expired, and PSD dropped its lawsuit against the parents.

The clock had run out. There would be no charter school in 1996.
[1] Vaughan, Kevin. “Parents assail board over charter school.” The Fort Collins
Coloradoan, May 14, 1996.

Every Family A Donor
End-Of-Year Fundraising. Our year-end fundraising campaign, Let Them Play, is just around
the corner. This year, we are asking you to consider a donation to the school in support of our
Recreation, Physical Education, and Athletics programs at Liberty Common. Our specific goals
include: replacing the 20+ year-old elementary playground, installing lights on Everett Field, and
making improvements to the gym at the elementary campus. Read more by clicking HERE.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
November-December: End-of-Year Giving Campaign.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds
ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς
(Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy)
Mid-Week Updates. Every Wednesday we post a Mid-Week Update for the athletics
department. This gives us a chance to spend more time talking about the successes,
vision, and news from the Liberty Common athletics department. Please
visit lceagles.com to read more. You can also follow us on Instagram, Twitter,
and Facebook, where we post updates and announce the release of each week’s new
edition. Here is a sample from the end-of-season edition last week:
On Our Motto. I have been using the motto: Virtue in Victory, Victory of Joy. This is our
guiding principle for athletics here at Liberty Common. Not only does this motto look better
in the Greek, ἀρετή ἐν νίκη, νίκη χαράς, but the term ἀρετή, or virtue, loses its complexity
if we forget its Greek origins. One way to embody ἀρετή is to demonstrate skill,
excellence and prowess in competition. The virtuous athlete has competitive success.

However, we also use ἀρετή emphasizing Liberty’s capstone virtues of gratitude,
temperance, fortitude, and prudence. Embodying these things leads us to victory–
sometimes victory in the arena of competition, and at other times, victory over ourselves.
Plato famously said, “The first and greatest victory is to conquer yourself; to be conquered
by yourself is of all things most shameful and vile.
Fall Season Reflection. As the fall seasons officially ended this week for both our men’s
soccer and women’s volleyball programs, we can be extremely proud of our athletes and
their victories this season. Most of all, I am so proud of the expressions of joy produced in
our athletes. When our fleeting desires and passions would mislead us into arrogance or
despair, I have seen our athletes conquer themselves and take joy in that which is true,
good, and beautiful in the arena and in their team.
None of this is to say that we did not enjoy unprecedented success in all programs. Liberty
Common Men’s Soccer lost their final game to Jefferson Academy on Wednesday night,
but not until they had secured their fourth trip to the semifinal match in five years.
The Eagles Women’s Volleyball team lost a tough match in straight sets to Lutheran on
Friday afternoon, ending a remarkable run that included the first regional title and state
tournament appearance in program history. And, let’s not forget the state appearances
for Liberty Common Cross Country, which lead to a fourth place team finish for our girls
and a 12th place finish for our boys.
We are looking forward to the start of the winter season this coming week, and I am
honored to work with our coaches and athletes as we continue lay hold of the joy that
competition can bring. The right habits and affections that we need to get there are not
easily won, but we are ready to roll up our sleeves and continue the work.
Sports Pictures. All of our senior athletes and all of our winter sports teams took photos
this past Wednesday. If your athlete missed out, there will be a make-up day on Monday,
December 6th when we return from the Thanksgiving break. Please
email athletics@libertycommon.org if you would like to sign up for pictures that day.

Alumni Update from Trenton Crouch LCHS ’21,
Now A United States Marine.

Applying the axiom “improvise, adapt, overcome, and love” to difficult challenges is

trodden ground for 2021 alumnus Trenton Crouch who showed up to participate in last
week’s LCHS Patriotism Lyceum. “Don’t think there’s just one way to do things. Don’t think
there’s only one way to complete a homework assignment,” he said in offering advice to
Liberty students.
Crouch is a newly minted Private in the Corps. “Don’t think there’s one way to ace a
test. Don’t think there’s only one path for your future,” he advised.
“I don’t want to sound like a recruiter,” he continued, “but there are more paths forward
than going to college. There are a lot of good opportunities. Being mindful of everything
you’re learning here does actually open more doors. This school instills a discipline that
will help in the future.”
Crouch reported for basic training just six weeks after graduating from LCHS last
August. On Oct 15, 2021 Private Crouch graduated from Marine boot camp.
His appearance at last week’s Lyceum, Wednesday November 10 th, coincided with the
246th anniversary of the founding of the Marine Corps. Crouch does the Corps, and his
high-school alma mater proud.
“I wanted to serve my country, wanted to serve something bigger than myself,” he
said. “(The Corps) instilled a lot of discipline in me. I’ve really felt myself mature a lot
faster through a very rapid process.”
Why did Crouch become a Marine? “Well, being in the Marine Corps is like being on the
winning team. It’s the varsity,” he declared. “Marines are first on the scene, we don’t
require an act of Congress to be deployed, we are activated by call of the president, our
Commander In Chief. All he has to do is say ‘send the Marines,’ and we’re there.”
Crouch appreciates the discipline of the Corps, too. “We hold ourselves to a higher
standard,’ he explained. “Our uniforms are much nicer. We always make sure our
uniforms are prepared. You won’t see an active-duty Marine walking around with a
beard. These things really attracted me to the Marine Corps.”
The most challenging part of basic training was being away from home, according to
Crouch. “Dealing with stress and pressure twenty-four-seven for three months straight –
missing your family, missing friends, missing comfortability – that was a big part of it,” he
said. “You hardly have any time to relax or decompress because you’re always going,
going, going.”
Returning home is a nice respite since achieving official Marine status. Crouch is currently
serving as a recruiter-aid based in Northern Colorado. He’ll get a new assignment soon
enough.
In the meantime, Crouch said he’s grateful for the academic preparation received at
Liberty Common School which he regards as a meaningful advantage now in the
Profession of Arms. For example, “When we had to learn Marine Corps knowledge such
as learning the history of the wars Marines have fought in, or famous Marines, significant
generals, it was very easy for me to memorize the material; then – boom – I could tell it to
my colleagues,” he said.
“At one point in our formation,” Crouch explained, “one person would be picked out and he
would be responsible for helping teach everyone else what is going on. When I was that
recruit, I was able to succeed to teach everyone because of the way I was taught to learn
(at LCS). I learned how to learn fast.”
Crouch’s feels his academic advantages extend beyond the academic part of his
job. “Even with weapons, and learning how to shoot,” he said, “I picked up on the technical
details very fast because I was used to that (at LCS) where there is a lot of intensive
learning. The same in Marine training, there’s lots of intensive learning as well.”
Lessons learned in LCS classrooms stand out. “Any course that is taught by Mr. Tullius,
or Mr. Dybzinski especially his American Literature class – that’s what really challenged
me a lot particularly in my junior year. Pushing through these challenges academically
really helped increase my education for the next challenges in my life,” Crouch said.

Liberty’s character-education strategies stuck with Crouch, too. “Honor, courage,
commitment are the core values of the Marine Corps,” he explained. “And (at LCHS) we
have all the Capstones which are a big part of our education. They all build virtue to help
us stay mentally strong and be morally proficient, and be good. That’s a feature I saw
shared between this school and the Marine Corps.”
Crouch expounded on other parallels he sees between Liberty and Marine training. “They
both promote moral goodness and wisdom, knowledge,” he said. “Fortitude is a common
virtue – never giving up – that’s an essential quality of the Marine Corps. Temperance
applies there, too. I found the background of Liberty’s character-education approach to be
of great value in becoming a Marine.”
Recalling how every Liberty student inevitably wonders whether lessons they’re expected
to learn are relevant and important, Crouch advised, “Take everything that your teachers
tell you and really learn it. You might think it’s dumb now, you might not want to learn it, but
this school really knows what it’s doing, and it will help you in the end.”
Through a confident smile and projected by the stanch voice of a warrior, Crouch gave
LCS students a final recommendation to consider. “Join the Marines. It’s definitely not for
everyone; but if, someday, it’s what you feel you might want to do, seriously look into it.”
Semper Fidelis!
We need more Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a
paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire
Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.
What is Good Literature?
By: Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Founder
The books which fill Liberty’s library and classrooms are selected
according to criteria beyond current popularity. The quality of
language, the value of a story to the human experience, the contribution to character
education, and the support of the Core Knowledge Sequence all play a role in identifying
“good” books.
According to Neil Postman, whose ideas... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 157. Visiting. “Do not turn to stare at a passerby. Be careful to seem not to notice a cripple, invalid, or
any disabled person. Crude jokes about an unfortunate
person are cruel.
“Do not talk to strangers. If a stranger asks a direction of
you, be careful to give accurate instructions. Boys, raise your hat when thus spoken to.
“On entering a store, a boy opens the door for a girl, even though he does not know her. A
girl must be sure to thank a boy for his courtesy.” (to be continued)

News Worth Repeating
School Open As Planned. The Poudre School District has announced plans to close its
schools on Monday November 22nd and Tuesday the 23rd due to its inability to supply
sufficient classroom instructors leading up to Thanksgiving. Please know Liberty Common
School’s instructional capacity is unaffected by this announcement. Both of our campuses
will be open on these days as planned, and will maintain the school’s existing published
instructional calendar. If there are any questions, please feel free to reach out to the
school’s administration.”

School Play. Come see the Liberty Theatre Company's
production of Arthur Miller's The Crucible! Show dates include
November 19, 20, and 21. Get your tickets online here .
The Crucible is taught in high schools throughout the country,
and is generally regarded as a masterpiece of the American
theatre. It is suitable for all general audiences and children
aged 10 and over. Children under ten might be frightened by
certain scenes and thematic elements of the story. If it were a
movie, The Crucible would be rated “PG” or “PG-13” for strong
thematic elements.

Toys For Tots. Toys for Tots is a program run by the United States Marine Corps
Reserve which distributes toys to children whose parents cannot afford to buy them gifts
for Christmas. Founded in 1947, this local charity continues to bless families all over
Northern Colorado. Our very own Liberty parent Deb Cross works with Toys for Tots to
collect donations from all over the community. This year, the Connie Behr Memorial
Library will have a Toys for Tots bin to collect brand-new toys or books. Please consider
dropping your items off to the bin in the library at the elementary school.

6th-Grade Parents Night. Class of 2028 parents, please join us for 6th-Grade Parents
Night on Thursday, December 2 at 6:30PM, in the Liberty Common High School Great
Hall. High-school administrators and student leaders will share important information
regarding the transition from Liberty Common Elementary School to Liberty Common
Junior High. This will be a good opportunity to get questions answered regarding the
opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of the junior high. Students are welcome to
attend, but this night is primarily designed for parents. 6th-Grade Day, on March 11, will be
geared toward the students themselves. More information on that day will be forthcoming.

Concerts Postponed Until Spring. Due to Larimer County Health mask-mandate
directives, we are forced to postpone three concerts that have been scheduled for this Fall
and Winter. COVID numbers dropped dramatically last year in the Spring so our hunch is
that this year will be the same. Below are the concerts to be rescheduled.

Substitute Teachers/TAs Needed. The elementary school has had very low responses to
requests for substitute teachers resulting in some classes going without TA support. If you
are interested in subbing for Liberty Common School, please email the

school’s operations department. If you know of a good candidate outside the LCS
community, please pass this information along. Thank you.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2022-2023 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January.
Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your student to
the list.
Volunteering at LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We recommend you do not register
using your smart phone or iPad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| December 16, 2021 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

