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Class of 2022 School Motto
Next Week is Theodore Roosevelt Week at LCS.
Nobel Prize Winner. Next week is Theodore Roosevelt
Week at LCHS. “Teddy” Roosevelt became the country's
youngest president at age of 42 in 1901. He brought the US
into the Progressive Era, breaking up corporate monopolies,
forming the conservation movement, and greatly increasing
American influence around the world. He won the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1906 for brokering the end of the Russo-Japanese
War. He is often most remembered for expanding the power of
the United States of America, making this country one of the
most powerful countries in the history of mankind.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

The Tabula Rasa Of Liberty
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
An ancient Latin phrase nihil in intellectu nisi prius in sensu means “nothing in the mind
unless first in the senses.” Dr. E.D. Hirsch refers to it in his book How To Educate A
Citizen which the entire LCS faculty is studying together this year.
The idiom relates to a centuries-old
debate about whether humans are
born with a hereditary blueprint for
mental development. Throughout
most of the twentieth century and
even today, teacher colleges in
America have advanced this theory
as advocated by Jean Piaget who
believed child development
corresponds with biological
maturation.
Hirsch asserts Piaget and
philosophers who align with this
theory going back to JeanJacques Rousseau (even back to
Plato) are wrong. The brain is a blank slate, Hirsch argues, just as John Locke did via his
“tabula rasa” theory. How we think and act – characteristics of our mind – are a function of
what we experience and learn – the knowledge our brain acquires over time.
“One way to think of the neocortex,” Hirsch writes, “is as the chief residence for culture,
the creator of the tribes and societies that enable humans to prevail in conflict by
coordinating their actions in space and over time in ways that no single creature could
accomplish alone.” Crucial knowledge is passed along from one generation to the next.
The American Founders strenuously embraced Locke’s tabula-rasa (blank-slate) ideas
which were epistemological refinements of Aquinas, Aristotle, and others. An individual’s
future is not confined to predestined conditions of subservience to a monarch, the
Americans argued. Nor is there merit in the prevailing European theory that kings
somehow enjoy a predestined Divine right to lord over others.
Indeed, the philosophy of our school, which is built upon Hirsch’s scholarship, aligns
tightly with the principles of the American Republic. In both instances, knowledge is
regarded as the great equalizer among mankind. The objective of true liberty for each
individual is best secured by a well-educated mind.

All-School Newsworthy Notices

Dear Liberty Common
Community Words cannot begin to express
the depth of gratitude we feel
as we consider the
thoughtfulness and generosity
we have experienced from this
incredible community as we
walk this terrible road of
cancer with Ezra. From the
bottom of our hearts, we thank
you. Thank you for the cards,
texts, prayers, monetary gifts,
gift cards, support through the
various fundraisers, rides for our kids and so much more. We wish there was a way we
could thank each one of you personally for the ways that you have loved and carried our
family through this darkest of valleys. While the road ahead is still long and uncertain, we
know that we have an army walking with us. We have felt so seen, loved and cared for
and thank each of you who have been a part of that. With sincere and humble gratitude The Black family.

Community Leaders Visited School. A group of 12
influential school, and community leaders from
throughout Colorado toured both LCS campuses
yesterday. Guests traveled from as far away as
Newcastle, Colorado Springs, Denver, and a few from
neighboring Northern Colorado communities. The VIPs
were guided through our hallways by student leaders
who also enjoyed an offsite lunch meeting with the
special guests, as did school administrators, and Members of the school’s Board of
Directors. Great new connections were made with our school, some reinforced, and the
Liberty story is now being told in even more halls of civic leadership around the
state. Pictured nearby is LCS Principal Casey Churchill explaining to guests how our
Core Knowledge curriculum works, and describing the key strategies deployed in the LCS
thinking framework.

Pow-Wow At The Lyric. Liberty families are invited to
attend a Northern Colorado Intertribal Powwow
Association event featuring traditional dance and musical
performances in celebration of Indigenous Peoples’
Day. The pow-wow event is produced and promoted with
the help of LCHS English/Drama instructor Mrs. Natalie

Scarlett. Details: Sun 10 Oct 2021 11:00AM--3:00PM at
The Lyric Cinema 1209 N College Ave., in Fort Collins |
$10 general admission, free for students | This is a 100%
outdoor event | CLICK HERE for more info.

School Board Candidate Beall Visited LCS. A candidate for a seat on the Poudre
School District Board of Education visited Liberty Common School this week. Yesterday,
Mr. Brady Beall took in a student-led tour of the high-school campus, chatted with school
administrators, and discussed his intentions with Members of Liberty’s Board of
Directors. The nearby photo depicts Mr. Beall interacting with student leaders. Though
actively involved in the political process, our school does not endorse candidates for public
office, or advocate the election or defeat of candidates, or ballot questions. Local voters
will elect PSD school-board members by mail-in ballots determined on Election Day which
is Tue 2 Nov 2021. All candidates for these seats have been invited to visit our excellent
school, to learn more about it, and to share their views on public education. Candidate
backgrounds, viewpoints, and credentials are typically displayed at their official campaign
websites, which we urge voters to access independently. For more information about the
election including candidate information, CLICK HERE to view PSD’s election-info
webpage.

Elementary School Calendar
October 4 | 5th- and 6 th-Grade Alcohol and Drug Education Night | 6:30pm | LCS.
October 8-9 | Liberty Alumni Class Challenge.
October 12 | Singapore Math Boot Camp | 6:30pm | LCS.
October 15 | LCS Talent Show | 6:30 p.m. | LCS Performance Hall.
October 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL.
October 28 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00pm | LCHS Acropolis.
October 29 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
November 2 | Election Day | Local school-board seats, ballot questions.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Drug-And-Alcohol-Ed Night. Our annual 5th- and 6 th-grade Drug-and-Alcohol Night will
be held on Monday 4 October 2021 from 6:30 - 8:00PM in the Liberty Performance

Hall. Ms. Katherine Chu, the Prevention Education Program Manager at Partners, will
lead an interactive session for students and parents. The title of this session is,
“Understanding Habits: How They Form and How We Can Choose Healthy Habits.”
The film “Natural High” will be featured, too, which includes musicians and dancers who
encourage kids to live drug-fee, do well in school, and pursue their dreams. 5 th- and 6 thgrade students who attend will receive extra credit in a class of their choice.

Fall Fest Gratitude. This year’s elementary-school Fall
Festival (held last Friday) was a huge success. Attendees
enjoyed crafts, games, and connecting with friends,
classmates, and teachers. Events like these help build a
strong school community, and require a lot of support and
prep work. The Fall Festival cannot take place without
volunteers. A big thanks goes to Liberty parent and
supervolunteer Yolanda Sears for heading up this year’s
spectacular event. Yolanda and committee members Celia
Levasseur, Shelly Friesen, Annette Ellis, Aimee
Latzke and Kit Kirby, began planning the festival in early
August. To all the other volunteers who donated their time
and items for the festival - thank you. And lastly, thanks to the
junior-high Order of Delphi and Mr. Parsons for helping us
fill empty volunteer spots.

Substitute Teachers Needed. This past week, the elementary school has had very low
responses to requests for substitutes resulting in some classes going without TA
support. We are eager to expand our substitute list. If you are interested in subbing for
Liberty Common School please email the operations department.

Hearing and Vision Help Needed. We are looking for vision-screening and hearingtesting volunteers on Friday, November 12 from approximately 7:30AM-3:00PM. Prior
experience is helpful, but not necessary. Must be able to stay for the whole time. Sign up
here or email Natalie Dybzinski with questions.

Honor Our Servicemen and Servicewomen. Every
November, for Veterans Day, we honor men and women
veterans, and those that are currently serving our country
with a display of thanks. To make our bulletin board a great
presentation of respect and appreciation, we are needing
pictures of Soldiers, Seamen, Marines, and Airmen. Please
bring any photos of servicemen or servicewomen to the
office. Photos can also be sent via email to
jronen@libertycommon.org. Include their name, where
they served or are currently serving, and their relationship to Liberty Common
student(s). Photos will be accepted until November 1st, and will be returned if requested.
Thank you.

COVID-Updates
New Cases. The school has confirmed six new cases of COVID-19 at the high-school
campus and seven new cases at the elementary-school campus. Parents and guardians
of individual students determined to have been in possible contact with the ill person(s) will
be contacted by the Liberty Common School Administration, or Larimer County
Department of Health & Environment as appropriate.

The Larimer County Department of Health and Environment (LCDHE) has determined two
classrooms at the Liberty Common High School campus have two or more children
identified as a probable or confirmed case of COVID-19 within 14 days of each other. This

update serves as official notification to our families about this status.
Please continue to support our mission objective of keeping students learning in-person
with minimal disruptions by keeping ill students at home.

Real-Time Updates. Daily updates regarding Liberty Common School COVID
information, including known COVID cases in the school, can be found at the school’s
website – CLICK HERE.

Message From Mrs. Sandy
Stoltzfus, Assistant Principal,
Liberty Common Elementary
Making Good Habits Second Nature
By: Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus
When asked whether there is bullying at Liberty Common School, I typically respond with
something like, “Well, we have over 1,200 human beings in our school [pause].” I follow
this response by emphasizing a few things:
There truly are over 600 juveniles in the elementary-school building, and about an
equal number at our high school – each of whom is developing and growing in
moral character.
Foolish behaviors such as teasing and meanness, in addition to unsafe behaviors,
such as fighting, bullying, alcohol and drug use do not characterize the culture of
Liberty Common.
When foolish and unsafe behaviors occur (and they do), we respond in accordance
with the offense.
Serious offenses are handled
in a serious manner. We take
our responsibility to ensure the
safety and wellbeing of the
students entrusted to our care
very seriously. In addition, we
collaborate with parents to use
these situations as
opportunities to help children
develop good character.
As stated in one of the Liberty
Common’s founding
philosophical books, Why
Johnny Can’t Tell Right from
Wrong by William Kilpatrick
(1993), “Character Education
wants to stack the deck in
favor of good conduct, on the
assumption that good conduct is not our natural first choice. From the character education
perspective, goodness is not an easy project.”
Kilpatrick goes on to say, “From a traditional point of view, the chief way to counter our

lack of will and determination is through the development of good habits. An effective
moral education would be devoted to encouraging habits of honesty, helpfulness, and selfcontrol until such behaviors become second nature.”
Good conduct is not always our natural first choice. If you’ve spent time around a toddler,
a teenager, or with me when I-25 is backed up and I’m running late, then you know this is
true. It’s even more difficult for children who have not had much time to practice making
virtuous choices.
Without knowing the Golden Rule, for example, practicing it, failing at it, and learning from
their mistakes, children will not be habitually respectful or become respectful adults. The
goal of character education is to develop self-awareness and restraint, resulting in everincreasing habits of virtue in adulthood.
One of the school’s founding principles states, “To thrive in work, citizenship, and personal
growth, children must be taught the values of a democratic society. These values include
among others: Respect for others—their property and rights; Responsibility for actions,
honesty and social justice; Resourcefulness—being ready to learn, to serve, and to
share.”
Children must be taught. Making the wrong choices (we at Liberty Common believe there
are right and wrong choices), being held accountable, taking responsibility, accepting the
natural consequences, and making amends lead to the growth and development of good
moral habits.
When administering discipline at the elementary school, I guide students through a
reflection sheet and four-step apology process – please CLICK HERE. On the other side
of folly, significant growth usually occurs. Good character is a choice.
A note on bullying: As a
school community, it is
important for us to distinguish
the difference between typical
peer conflict (a natural part of
relationships, necessary to
develop social skills), and
bullying (habitual cruelty that
has the potential of being
detrimental to the health and
well-being of the person being bullied).
In the Liberty Common Handbook, we define bullying as “the use of coercion to obtain
control over another person or to be habitually cruel to another person. Bullying can occur
through written, verbal or electronically transmitted expression or by means of a physical
act or gesture.” When bullying occurs, it is handled in a serious manner. Please CLICK
HERE to review the school’s Bullying Policy (Section 3.8 of the Student Parent Handbook).

Alumni Update From Allison Salehi LCHS ’17,
University of Northern Colorado ’21, Now A
Volleyball Coach.

With a brand-new college degree in hand, LCS alumna Allison Salehi is enjoying
coaching a team of 7th. grade girls, and teaching her players to love volleyball as much as
she does. Coach Salehi is coaching for Resurrection Christian School.
A standout volleyballer during her years at LCHS, Allison is now managing a successful
season, and working with her younger sister Ashley (’19) at Big Daddy’s Restaurant in
Fort Collins Mall. “Come in and see us,” she said.
As the current volleyball season draws to a close, Allison plans to pursue jobs aligned with
her college major – sports and exercise science. Positions in strength and conditioning
interest her.
One big advantage of having attended Liberty, Allison says, “is knowing how to use the
right your/you’re.” She says she notices lots of friends (who didn’t attend Liberty) who
suffer atrocious grammar.
“I’m so glad I have good grammar. That’s a solid skill,” she said.
Given the kind of classes Allison took in college, she’s especially grateful for Mrs. Karr’s
anatomy class. “She, and that class, probably inspired me to change my major to sports
and exercise science. Mrs. Karr’s great, and that anatomy class is great. That was
probably my best memory of school here.”
Allison’s advice to current LCS students: “Don’t get down on yourself just because you’re
not getting the As and Bs you think everyone else is getting. You’re still smart, and you’re
going to be just fine after high school. Stick it out.”
Go Bears! Go Cougars!

Every Family A Donor
Alumni Class Challenge. All graduates of
Liberty Common School are invited to
participate in our first-ever Alumni Class
Challenge. Support your alma mater by
making a donation to one or more funds:
Athletics, Fine Arts, Mariya Garland

Scholarship Fund, or the General Fund. Take
a look HERE to see the various challenges
and prepare to do battle with your graduating
class against other Liberty Common School
alumni. This online event will begin on
October 8 at noon and culminate 24 hours
later on Homecoming, October 9. Rally your
classmates and mark your calendars!
Alumni Contact Info Needed. Are you a
graduate of Liberty Common School? We
would love have your updated contact
info. CLICK HERE to send us your most
current address, email, and phone.

Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Mark your calendars for our 2021-2022 Liberty Common
School fundraising events.
October 8-9: Alumni Class Challenge.
November-December: End-of-Year Giving Campaign.
March 9: Liberty Gives Day.
April 29: Spring Social Event.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. Chris Reynolds

Athletics
Boys' Basketball. Believe it or not, junior-high boys' basketball starts up on October
11th. Registration is open and all instructions can be found by CLICKING HERE.
Swim & Dive. The Liberty Common Women’s Swim & Dive season is right around the
corner. We will have a pre-season interest meeting for athletes on Monday, October
18 th at 3:20PM in the Laboratorio di Galileo at the high school. Please attend and email
Coach Huey in advance if you are interested in joining the team.
Please email athletics@libertycommon.org with any questions regarding sports at
Liberty Common, or visit lceagles.com for the most up to date information.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by the
Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A link
to the full article will be included at the end of the section to read
the article in its entirety.
E. D. Hirsch’s Curriculum for Democracy
A content-rich pedagogy makes better citizens and smarter kids.
Autumn 2009
At his Senate confirmation hearing in February, Arne Duncan
succinctly summarized the Obama administration’s approach to education reform: “We

must build upon what works. We must stop doing what doesn’t work.” Since becoming
education secretary, Duncan has launched a $4.3 billion federal “Race to the Top”
initiative that encourages states to experiment with various accountability reforms. Yet he
has ignored one state reform that has proven to work, as well as the education thinker
whose ideas inspired it. The state is Massachusetts, and the education thinker is E. D.
Hirsch, Jr.
The “Massachusetts miracle,” in which Bay State students’ soaring test scores... (CLICK
HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 151. Courtesy. Never call out a name when on
the street, or whistle, or make a disturbance, to attract a
friend. Boys never whistle at a girl. Girls, never, never turn
at a whistle, to see if you are wanted. A whistle is usually
to call a dog.
"Unsightly bundles should be avoided. A boy walking with a girl will always carry her
packages for her.”

News Worth Repeating
Registration Closing for Parenting the Love and Logic Way TM. Join Mrs. Stoltzfus
for this fun-filled six-week parenting course. Parenting the Love and Logic
WayTM provides parents with tools and techniques to raise respectful, responsible and
enjoyable children. Parents will learn strategies to avoid un-winnable power struggles, to
stay calm and empathetic, to set enforceable limits, to empower their children rather than
enable them, and help their children learn from their mistakes. The class occurs during the
school day (six days of primo parking for pickup).
Email Mrs. Stoltzfus to reserve your seat(s). The class will be capped at 20 participants,
and reservations are on a first-come-first-served basis.
Dates: Monday afternoons, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1, and 11/8
Time: 1:00pm –3:00pm
Location: Liberty Common Elementary School, Mrs. Hoyer’s Music Room
Cost: $15.00 (to cover the cost of the participant materials) The fee will be collected after
the first class.

Singapore Math Parent Boot Camp. The Liberty Parent
Education Committee will be hosting a Singapore Math
Parent Boot Camp on October 12 th at 6:30 at the
elementary-school campus.
This training will be led by Cassy Turner, a Singapore
Math consultant, a former Liberty parent, and BOD
member. Join us for a fun-filled, engaging presentation.

Morning Strength and Conditioning. We have started up a program for all interested
athletes that meets at 5:30 AM Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Mr. Russel is
leading this program and has the stated mission "to use the weight room to teach unique
lessons that reinforce Liberty’s common virtues. Through adherence to scientific principles
of strength and conditioning, we aim to foster the development of leaders in the school and
community. It is our goal to do this in a safe and energetic environment." If you are
interested, please register HERE, or reach out to Mr. Russel for more information.

Liberty’s Got Talent. Calling all singers,
dancers, performers: Our annual Talent
Show will be held on Friday, October 15th
at 6:30pm. Auditions will be held Monday,
October 4th and Tuesday, October
5th after school. Auditions are open to
every grade level. The signup sheet will
be posted during the last week in
September on the board across from the
5th-grade staircase. Please email Amy
Clemens with any questions. We can't
wait to see how talented our LCS students
are.

Immunization Update. If your student is missing any immunizations, has not turned in
their records yet, or if an annual exemption form needs to be completed, please turn this in
at the school health office as soon as possible. Students without proof of required
immunizations for their age or an updated exemption form are, by law, not permitted to
attend school. For vaccine-exemption information CLICK HERE. Please contact Natalie
Dybzinski, School Nurse Consultant or Melissa Miller, LCS Health Technician if you
have any questions.

Stay Home. If your student develops any symptoms consistent with COVID-19, follow
isolation guidelines. Stay home from work/school and avoid other activities around other
people. Symptoms include: Feeling feverish, having chills or temperature of 100.4°F or
greater ● Loss of taste or smell ● New or unexplained persistent cough ● Shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing ● Sore throat ● Runny nose or congestion ● Muscle or body
aches ● Headache ● Fatigue ● Nausea, vomiting ● Diarrhea.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community - staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register. We recommend you do not register using your smart phone or ipad.

2021-2022 School Holidays and Intermissions
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

2021-2022 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434

Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting| October 28 | 6:00 p.m. | LCHS Acropolis.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

