Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 24, Issue 34, May 5, 2021
OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is Susan B. Anthony Week at LCS.
Next week is Susan B. Anthony week at LCS. Anthony
was born February 15, 1820 in Adams, Massachusetts.
She was brought up in a Quaker family with long activist
traditions. After teaching for fifteen years, she became
active in the temperance movement. Because she was a
woman, she was not allowed to speak at temperance
rallies. This experience, and her acquaintance with
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, led her to join the women's-rights movement in 1852. Soon
after, she dedicated her life to woman suffrage. She also campaigned for the abolition of
slavery, the right for women to own property, and retain their earnings.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Made Safe For Democracy
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
On this day in 1915, a German submarine torpedoed, and sank the Lusitania, a British
passenger ship. The attack left 1,198 dead off the coast of Ireland, including 128
Americans.
President Woodrow Wilson had previously asserted the U.S. would remain neutral in the
open conflict reshaping Europe. In fact, he narrowly won reelection on the slogan “He kept
us out of war.” But the Lusitania was first among a series of German attacks on the high
seas, and other events that eventually led Wilson, and the Congress to conclude neutrality
was no longer prudent.
In truth, Wilson had been secretly shipping
arms, and money to Allied forces all along,
including aboard the Lusitania itself. Ultimately,
in a pivotal pro-war appeal to Congress,
Wilson proclaimed “the world must be made safe
for democracy.”
Liberty students learn this riveting story. World
War I is covered in the 7th-grade Core
Knowledge Sequence, and revisited with greater
detail in high school. An unvarnished exposure
to the most impactful events of history has
always been a central pillar of Liberty’s
curricular policies, and philosophy.
Accordingly, “All high-school graduates should
possess the ability to objectively evaluate the
nation’s place in the world through a deep
appreciation of history, intensive study of
civilizations including their rising and falling. Graduates must know well the background of
America’s allies and adversaries.” Dr. Robinson's column, below, beautifully accentuates
this important point.
Liberty’s professional classroom instructors take seriously their leadership role in
educating students to become the kind of Americans who are intellectually prepared to
articulate, and defend the first principles of our Republic.

All School Newsworthy Notices
Parents Needed Re: AntiCharter Bill. Legislation
cosponsored by local State
Rep. Cathy Kipp (D-Ft. Collins)
has been introduced in the
State House, and is slated for its

first committee hearing next
Thursday. The bill – HB211295 – would allow any local
school board politically opposed
to charter schools, with little to
no recourse available to those
schools, and the families they
serve, to start rejecting new
charter-school applications, or
shut down existing schools
whose charter contracts are up
for renewal. It would gut the
current appeal process whereby
the State Board of Education can overrule local-board rulings detrimental to the students
of charter schools. The current standard is "in the best interest” of schoolchildren. The bill’s
sponsors want to eliminate this “best-interest-of-students” standard, and replace it with a
much narrower “rebuttable-presumption” standard. This would completely undermine
Colorado’s 37-year-old Charter Schools Act.
Parents, and students wanting to voice opinions on this anti-charter-school legislation are
urged to visit SaveOurCharters.com online, sign up, and help speak out. Additionally,
each name of Northern Colorado legislators listed next is hyperlinked to email addresses
to facilitate direct communication. For guidance, CLICK HERE to view a generic letter
draft which may be helpful in crafting your own personalized message (please don’t cutand-paste this text in its entirety).
State Rep. Jeni James Arndt (D-Ft. Collins), Sen. Joann Ginal (D-Ft. Collins), Rep.
Cathy Kipp (D-Ft. Collins), Sen. Barbara Kirkmeyer (R-Weld/Larimer), Rep. Mike Lynch
(R-Larimer), Rep. Hugh McKean (R-Loveland), Sen. Rob Woodward (R-Larimer).

First-Aid, CPR Certification For Students. Liberty is offering students an American Red
Cross adult, and pediatric blended-learning course that includes online coursework, and
in-person-skills sessions. Course completion results in a CPR/first-aid certification great
for job, safety, and resume purposes. Class is taught by an RN/American Red Cross
instructor at a special rate of $50/person. Students must be rising 6th graders or
older. Email questions to Liberty school nurse Mrs. Natalie Dybzinski. All online
coursework must be completed prior to the in-person-skills session on Friday, July
16th. Online coursework takes most students 3-4 hours to complete. The in-person-skills
sessions on July 16th will run from 10:00AM-noon, and 12:30-2:30PM. Participants will be
assigned a skills-session timeslot after sign-up depending on class numbers. CLICK
HERE to sign up. The deadline is Monday, May 31st.

Beauty. Throughout the course of the year, professional
LCHS instructors have an opportunity to deliver content-area
presentations to the rest of the faculty at weekly staff
meetings. Last week on Wed 28 Aug 2021, algebra, physics,
and computer-science instructor, Mr. Brian Stefanović,
delivered a particularly memorable "learn session" about
beauty which was powerful and moving to those in
attendance. While the transcript of his talk is absent his warm,
friendly smile, his words are still worth sharing with the rest of
Liberty Common community. This soul-enriching, beautiful
presentation can be read by CLICKING HERE.

No Bus Service. School is dismissed for summer break on May
21st at 11:00 am, and the shuttle bus between schools will not be
running. Please make other arrangements. Both school campuses
will close at 11:15 am. Thank you.

Elementary School Calendar
May 13 | Awards Ceremonies. Kindergarten | 8:15, 1st and 2nd-grade | 9:30,
3rd and 4th-grade | 12:30, and 5th and 6th-grade | 1:45. CLICK HERE for link.
May 14 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
May 17 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 20 | Olympic Day. Please pack a sack lunch.
May 21 | Free-Dress Day.
May 21 | Last Day of School, 1/2 Day, 11:00 AM release, no bus service
between schools.
May 21 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 21 | LCHS Graduation.
May 27 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCHS.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Don't miss out on the historic 2020-2021 Liberty Common
Yearbook. We have less than 100 books left, so order
TODAY!

Medication Reminder. Please remember to pick up any

medications or supplies your student may have in the
health office by 10AM on Friday, May 21st (the last day of
school), or the medications will be disposed of. You are
always welcome to pick them up anytime between 7:50AM
and 3:30PM daily beforehand if your child will not be
needing them at school.

Return Library Books. This week is the last week for students and parents to check out
books from the Connie Behr Memorial Library. All library books must be returned before
the last day of school on May 21st.
A big shout out to parent Allison Marshall who made it to our Top Patrons List with 182
checkouts this year. And congrats to 4th grader Oliver Jobman who rivaled Mrs. Marshall
with 165 checkouts this year! Thanks for being such wonderful patrons.

Happiness Is Being Appreciated. Thanks to all Liberty
families who showed gratitude to LCS faculty and staff
during Teacher-Appreciation Week. All staff members
were treated to a breakfast and lunch from families who
donated funds, food, and drinks. Teachers were
pampered, hydrated, gifted, and encouraged. Thank you
from the bottom of our hearts.

First Place Finishes. The Rookie Robot Rebels, a robotics team of Liberty 4 th- grade
students, won the 1st - Place Innovation Award at the FIRST Lego League Colorado State
Tournament on April 24th. The team also won 1 st- Place Core Values Award and was
recommended for the Global Innovation Award at the regional tournament on March 6th,
which allowed them to progress to the state tournament. Team members include Anna
Smith, Mateo Romero, Allie Smith and Charlie Notarfrancesco.

Take a Peek at Lost-and-Found. All items in the lost-and found area not claimed by May
21st will be bagged up and given to charity.

Stargazers. Students, parents, and visitors will notice a new statue
near the main entryway. The piece is entitled “Stargazers,” and was
donated by a family in Berthoud previously unconnected to our
school. It depicts a couple in Roman garb gazing upward toward the
stars. Big thanks to LCS Maintenance Director Mr. Jay Montez for
coordinating the transportation, and installation of the 1,500-pound,
7ft-tall sculpture.

Pandemic Response Updates
One Case. Liberty Common School learned, this week of one elementary student who
has tested positive for COVID. Larimer County Department of Health and Environment is
engaged in contact tracing, and will be contacting families as appropriate.

From LCHS Assistant Principal Dr. Robinson
Common Knowledge and Good Citizenship
By: Robert Robinson
In the 18th and 19th centuries, Noah Webster wrote two
books that together played a significant role in creating a
unified national culture. These books were his famous
American Dictionary of the English Language and his
Blue Back Speller. The dictionary standardized the
vocabulary and spelling of American English, assuring
that Americans who lived far from each other
nevertheless used the same words with the same spelling
and pronunciation. The Speller was a textbook designed
for young students, and was filled with stories and
information that became part of the common vocabulary
and knowledge of most Americans. So much so, that in
1880, nearly 100 years after its publication, the Speller

was the most widely published book on earth with the exception of the Bible.
E.D. Hirsch, from whose How to Educate a Citizen the above information was
drawn, argues that Webster was making a conscious attempt to create an “equality
of culture” by establishing a certain base of knowledge that all educated citizens
should know. Webster’s efforts were followed by others, such as William McGuffey,
who wrote a series of widely used grade-level readers. Hirsh’s own Core Knowledge
Sequence continues the pattern in our day, providing a detailed, specific, and
carefully sequenced curriculum for grades K-8.
Hirsch argues such curriculums create an equality in education
which is the prerequisite for political and social equality in the
broader world. Rigorous, knowledge-based curriculums such as that
used by Liberty Common School are sometimes dismissed as elitist,
but for Hirsch this characterization sadly misses the point
entirely. Education can and should be the great leveler in American
society.
The idea of a common school, from which Liberty draws its
name, was that basic foundational knowledge should be
within the reach of all Americans without respect to social
class or other divisions. Armed with that knowledge,
Americans could communicate effectively and efficiently
about freedom, politics, economics, history, and science.
A favorite example from my own teaching about the
importance of specific, shared information is that as part of
8th-grade history, the Core Knowledge Curriculum defines
thirty-one points of detailed content to be covered related to
the Constitution including judicial review, executive orders, civilian control of the
military, and the amendment process among many other topics. Having read the
Constitution, and understanding each of these concepts, students will have taken a
big step toward joining a broader national culture. They will be prepared to fully
communicate with their fellow citizens about the weighty issues of day, from the
balance of power between state and federal governments, to environmental policy,
to confirming judicial appointments. As our students become adults, their opinions
on these and other issues will vary widely, but their common background of shared
knowledge will allow them to communicate effectively and ground those views in
fact. As we finish another school year, this is a good time to appreciate how strong
background knowledge contributes to good citizenship.

Every Family A Donor
Prime Parking-Space Auction. These highly prized reservedparking spaces mean no more looking for a spot during drop-off and
pick-up, school performances, or sporting events. Bid and reserve a
front-row parking space for the 2021-2022 school year. The auction
begins now and concludes on Friday, May 14 at midnight. All
proceeds benefit our excellent school. Don’t wait—place your bid
now.

Alumni Update From Nurse Maria (Lanciotti)

Jarecki, LCHS ’14.

After working the past three years in the profession of nursing – at the same hospital she
was born in – 2014 LCHS alumna Maria (Lanciotti) Jarecki is just days away from being
a patient for purposes of delivering her own baby. It’s the first child for Maria, and husband
Matt Jarecki.
Naturally, the new parents are quite excited. It’s a boy!
Maria graduated in 2018 from Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas with a degree in
nursing, and a legacy on the volleyball court. There, she met Matt who played
baseball. Maria plans to depart soon from her job at Poudre Valley Hospital for a stint in
Nebraska where Matt’s been accepted at a physician-assistant school.
“I was prepared for college by Liberty Common High School,” Maria said. “I feel like I
learned how to read, and comprehend, which is huge. Other students actually struggled
with that.”
The nursing program at Benedictine is unique, and rigorous. There are two years of
prerequisite courses before applying to the nursing school. The last two years entail
intensive nursing coursework.
“Nursing school was definitely like a whole new ballgame – lots of critical thinking applied
to a profession with kind of a vocational purpose.” For example, Maria was required to
earn nine philosophy credits, and nine theology credits to graduate.
Benedictine, a Roman Catholic university, incorporates these disciplines into the nursing
curriculum. Accordingly, Maria took classes in Christian bioethics, and healthcare-infused
philosophy.
“I was attracted to liberal-arts coursework because of Liberty. I was drawn to taking
classes in theology, and philosophy,” Maria said. “My most memorable class (at LCHS)
was American Literature. That prompted me to take a Great Books class, and a Greek
and Roman literature class (in college).”
“I loved Liberty. It was a great school. However, I wish we had a gym when I was
there.” Maria was a standout LCHS volleyballer, and even returned to her alma mater as a
coach for a couple of seasons.

“Liberty helped me to be decisive on what I wanted to do after high school,” she said. “I’m
working with so many people who finished college, then went back to nursing school to be
a nurse. So, I’m kind of young for what I’ve accomplished in nursing so far.”
Nurse Jarecki urges others to pursue nursing. “It’s been very good for us. We’ve saved up
money, and now I’m going to be able to stay home longer with the baby; and, I can work
anywhere,” she said. “I think more people should be nurses. It’s a great career, and we
need more nurses in healthcare.”
The baby is due May 22nd . “I’m ready for him to be born right now,” Maria said. “Sooner
would be good with me.”
Armed now with a nursing degree, a few years of practical, professional experience, and
solid success as both a high-school student, and college scholar, Maria shared wise
advice for current Liberty students. “You have to have balance,” she says.
“Studying will only get you so far. Sleep is important, too. Rather than study all night, just
get some sleep because your brain will retain more,” the good nurse recommends.
“Mr. D (LCHS English instructor Mr. Jared Dybzinski) used to
advise us to review our notes for five minutes at the end of your
night, go to sleep, and review them again for five minutes when
you wake up,” Maria recalled. “I used that strategy all through
college, and it did help me. People who stay up super late, and
try to cram at the last minute are just not as effective.”
The Jareckis hope to return to Ft. Collins after the next few
years in Nebraska. Maria’s niece Marian Timpe is a
kindergartener at Liberty. “Oh my gosh, she already knows how
to read ‘The Magic Treehouse,’” the proud aunt
exclaimed. “You’ve got to put that in the newsletter.”
Go Ravens!

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

The athletic calendar, as well as the high-school calendar are found on the home website.
If you have any specific questions about schedules, please reach out to your respective
coaches.

Jr. - High Sports
Summer Athletics at Liberty. For junior-high students looking to transition to high-school
athletics, please contact your high-school coach for summer practice or camp details. All
other 6th and 7th graders, we will hold the annual Junior-High-Sports Camp starting
Monday, August 9th, 2021. The camp will be conducted Monday through Friday from

9:00am - 2:00pm. Details will be released at the end of the semester.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Coach Ibarra (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).

High-School Sports

Women's Volleyball Hits the Road for Regionals. Our women's volleyball team capped
off its season with a visit to Alamosa High School for the Region 8 playoff bracket. The
#17 Eagles played hard and beat #8 Alamosa High School 3-0 but ultimately lost to #9
Lutheran High School, ending its season. On the way home, our team visited the Great
Sand Dunes for some great team bonding!

Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Suk.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw
Women's Basketball Coach TBD.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.
If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day: “Rule
No. 143. Dress for Girls. At a formal dance, a girl must
wear an evening dress, silk hose, and dance pumps. She
wears a wrap to the dance, but not hat.
"At less formal dances, the girl wears a dance frock. Some
girls are very careless in dressing for a dance, and wear
their school clothes. If clothes are suitable for school they
are not suitable for a dance. If a club, fraternity, or group of people go to the trouble of
giving a dance, it is a courtesy to dress for the occasion.”

News Worth Repeating
100% In-School Starting August. Liberty Common School intends to educate all
students fully in-person starting Mon 23 Aug 2021 (the first day of school for the 2021-22
school year). We are keeping a close eye on recommendations coming out of publichealth agencies to determine what school will look like next year. Though county
guidance has not been finalized yet as far as mask wearing, physical distancing, contact
tracing, etc., we need as much normalcy as is allowed under public-health mandates. We
must move away from remote access because the additional workload, and strain put on
our professional teaching faculty in simultaneously teaching both in-person, and remote
cannot be sustained. Questions about these objectives may be directed to our principals
Mr. Churchill , or Mr. Lovely

Elementary Summer Camp – Don’t Miss Out. While a
few of our summer-camp sessions are already sold out,
space is still available. Register your student today. If you
are interested in a session that is currently sold out, email
Mrs. Stoltzfus to add your student to the
waitlist. Academic summer-camp sessions are designed
for students in need of extra support to maintain reading
and math skills over the summer months.
Art camp with Mrs. Nichols will be a fun-filled opportunity for campers to explore a variety
of art materials and techniques. Registration is on a first-come-first-served basis. An $80
non-refundable deposit is required to pre-register your child. The remaining balance will be
requested two weeks before the session begins, and is due on or before the first day of
camp. CLICK HERE to register.
Art Camp with Mrs. Nichols

Monday, June 8th – Friday, June 1th , 9:00 am - 12:00 noon.

Reading Camp (rising 1st-6 th. grades) Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 10:30am – 12:30pm.
Math Camp (rising 1st-6 th grades)
Tutoring

Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 8:00am – 10:00am.
Individualized tutoring with a Liberty Common School teacher

Festival Of Ideas. If you were not able to attend this
year's Festival of Ideas, or if you would like to learn more
about this annual event, the following links will help you
explore. To check out the video of the keynote address,
CLICK HERE . To listen to Sydney Reinke's remarkably
insightful presentation on C.S. Lewis' Abolition of Man, CLICK HERE. And, for the list of
recommendations for further reading from our knowledgeable speakers, CLICK HERE.
Enjoy!

Employment Openings At Liberty. We have posted a few open positions on our
website. Please help distribute these employment opportunities that we may find perfect
candidates:
Computer Science & Math Instructor – CLICK HERE.
Organizational and Informational Project Specialist - CLICK HERE.
Teacher Assistants - CLICK HERE.
Student Custodians – CLICK HERE.

Superhero Job Openings. LCS needs
new part-time teacher aids for the next
school year. The start date coincides with
the mid-August ramp up for 21-22 school

year. Please CLICK HERE for the job
posting which includes application
instructions. Liberty’s TAs are considered
superheroes in our organization – the
“secret weapons” in our elementary
school’s academic arsenal. Parents tend to
make excellent part-time TAs, as do
educator upstarts wanting to get a foot in
the door at the best school in Colorado.
Please see nearby video of one of our
superheros. If you know anyone who might
be an excellent superhero, too, please pass
along this job posting.

School Supplies Made Simple. Liberty
is again working with Educational
Products, Inc., which provides an option
for parents to easily purchase school
supplies, for the 2021-22 school year.
Ordering began on April 10, 2021 and
ends on June 1, 2021. This option
enables parents to purchase all supplies
in one transaction, and they’ll show up
on your front step before school
starts. We hope this service proves to be
beneficial to Liberty families, and
restores for parents a big chunk of backto-school time, and money. Please
CLICK HERE for more information.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, May 27, 6:00PM | At LCS.

Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.
Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).

Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

