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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is G. K Chesterton Week at LCS.
Next week is G.K. Chesterton Week LCS. Gilbert Keith
Chesterton, was an English critic and author of verse, essays,
novels, and short stories known also for his exuberant personality,
and rotund figure.
His voluminous writings spanned social criticism, literary criticism,
journalism, and theology. Chesterton’s writings, and perspectives
touched on virtually every relevant topic. He loved learning, and
could expound on any subject. His readership was expansive,
loyal, and enduring. His lasting impact upon the culture of the
English-speaking world remains profound.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

A Year Of Love
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
What’s not to love about Liberty Common School students? Going all the way back to
Spring Break 2020, they’ve conquered the past 15 months of pandemic education with
uncommon aplomb.
Our whole academic community forged into the COVID odyssey with an ethos of
“Improvise. Adapt. Overcome. Love.” We really did take these axioms seriously; and we’ve
truly done a lot of improvising, adapting, overcoming, and loving.
From the pandemic outset, our intrepid
school nurse, and administrators stayed
atop the emerging virology research, and
public-health literature thus placing us far
ahead of state, and county public-health
regulators in our planning, responses, and
mitigation. By leading rather than being
misled, our school remained open, inperson throughout the 2020-21 school
year. Our students thrived.
As LCS Headmaster, I’m proud to vaunt
that in every judgement call, and at every
administrative crossroad, Liberty’s
principals and their teams chose
correctly. They made the school year look easy, though I can assure everyone it was not.
Liberty’s classroom instructors, and support staff have been heroic in immense
proportion. Their classroom improvisations, adaptations, and triumphs were motivated by
sincere love for Liberty students; and, I am profoundly grateful for the abundant love
Liberty parents have returned to them throughout the year.
Though exhausted, just like everyone else around here, I can’t wait to see our students
return in August. They are loved indeed.
Well done Liberty Common School! Enjoy a blessed summer everyone.

All School Newsworthy Notices
HS Library Volunteers Needed. The end of the year is in
site and the Minerva Room is preparing to close for the
summer. Assistance with labeling and organization is
needed starting June 7 - June 11th. Please CLICK HERE
to sign-up.

Superhero Job Openings. LCS’s Academic Support
Team needs a new full-time paraprofessional to help
teacher literacy for the next school year. The start date
coincides with the mid-August ramp up for the 21-22
school year. Please CLICK HERE for the job posting
which includes application instructions. Liberty’s
Academic Support Team is considered the secret sauce
in our organization – a special ingredient used to ensure
every student has access to the rich, rigorous Core
Knowledge curriculum. Parents tend to make excellent
paraprofessionals, as do educator upstarts wanting to get a foot in the door at the best
school in Colorado. If you know anyone who might be an excellent superhero, too, please
pass along this job posting.

Election: PSD Board Seats Up. Three
seats on the Poudre School District Board
of Directors are up for election in
November. Districts C (includes LCS and
area up to Mountain Vista), D (midtown/downtown), and E (Wellington up to
Wyoming border) will be decided by voters
in this cycle. CLICK HERE for an
interactive district map. As a public school
chartered by the Poudre School District,
maintaining a good relationship with our
district is a high priority for our school’s Board of Directors, and administration. Improving
the rapport is an even higher priority. Charter-school parents interested in possibly being a
candidate for one of these seats, or in helping pro-charter-school candidates are urged to
contact Liberty’s BOD Chair Mrs. Kelly Notarfrancesco, and/or Board Member Mr. Ben
Friesen.

Elementary School Calendar
May 21 | Free-Dress Day.
May 21 | Last Day of School, 1/2 Day, 11:00 AM release, no bus service
between schools.
May 21 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 21 | LCHS Graduation.
May 27 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCHS.
Liberty Common Elementary Summer Office Hours. Liberty Common Elementary
School will be open from 9AM-3PM, May 24th-May 27th, and June 1st- August 20th. The
building will be closed June 28th-July 2nd in observance of Independence Day

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
LCS Summer-Camp Deadline. Hear ye! Hear ye! It’s the
last call for Liberty Common Summer Camps. Seats are
still open in most sessions. Do not miss the opportunity to
help your child keep his/her math and reading skills sharp
during the summer by participating in our fun-filled, threeweek academic camps. CLICK HERE to register.

Setting Sails For Future LCS Scholars. Liberty’s awesome 6 th-Grade Class, the Mighty
Class of 2027, raised money to buy large fabric sails to shade the new decking that will be
installed on the elementary-school campus over the summer. The installation will be at the
rear of the school, and will be a nice gathering place, and outdoor-classroom surface. The
funds raised were generated by 6 th-grade families, and organized by super-volunteer
parent Ms. Kelli Carter. On behalf of the school’s faculty, staff, and the thousands of
students who will follow in your footsteps, thank you!

Pandemic Response Updates
One Case. Liberty Common School learned, this week, of one junior-high student who has
tested positive for COVID. Larimer County Department of Health and Environment is
engaged in contact tracing, and will be contacting families as appropriate.

Message From LCS

Principal Mr. Churchill
and LCHS Principal
Mr. Lovely.

Milestone School Year Ends
By: Principals Casey Churchill and Torgun Lovely
Another fantastic Liberty school year is coming to a close, and along with it, a chance to
look back upon a year of solid academic achievement for our students. The Liberty Board
of Directors and administration could not be happier with the accomplishments of our
students, instructors, support staff, and parents. While many events were cancelled due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, we persevered and accomplished much of what we would have
in a normal uninterrupted school year. In-person learning was our priority.
Liberty Common School has become a premier school in northern Colorado due to the
proper partnership of parents, professional staff, and hardworking students. We are
thankful to all who helped make this year so successful.
The elementary school continues to thrive with 609 students, 60 staff, and 1200
prospective students on the high-school and elementary lottery list. Liberty Common
Elementary school is a model example of how a school should operate. While other
schools struggled to navigate the pandemic, Liberty staff and administration developed
and executed a plan for in-person learning. Our protective measures to reduce the risk of
spreading COVID-19 worked. Our students didn’t miss a beat. Besides our annual
summer school, there really isn’t a need to get students caught up with lost
learning. There was none.
We should be very proud of our
students as they have accomplished
much this year. We may have had to
cancel a few all-school events and
concerts, but our students learned to
work hard, persevere when
quarantined, abide by our new
pandemic rules, and still come out
on top.
Our classroom teachers persevered
as well. They worked hard to teach
both remotely as well as inperson. This is a little like rubbing
your belly and patty your head at the
same time. Our teachers continued to deliver the rich Core Knowledge curriculum to the
ever-changing environment of kids coming and going due to quarantine orders. I (Mr.
Churchill) commend them for their patience, grace, and hard work this year. As always,
our teachers are knowledgeable about all the content they teach. The classrooms and
hallways speak to the nature of this rich content. Our students were energized and excited
to learn all that the Core Knowledge Curriculum has to offer even when times were tough.
Teachers embraced the use of data to assess student
progress throughout the year. Our teachers analyzed last
year’s limited testing data to help make sure students were
able to access all the skills and content taught here at
Liberty. Grade-level teams met monthly to discuss student
progress and give feedback to one another to ensure
students were provided with the best instruction to meet their
needs. This process of entering and analyzing data,

discussing students, and providing interventions to help
struggling students has been adapted, refined, and polished
over the years. Our Academic Support Team and classroom
teachers worked countless hours to make sure all students
had access to the incredible Core Knowledge curriculum. Our
goal is to close the achievement gap and help all students
access the rich curriculum we teach.

The 5th- and 6th- grade Student
Council has demonstrated their
leadership through the many
community-building activities as
well as philanthropic events
throughout the year. They raised
money for Habit for Humanity
with the Penny Wars in February
and collected food for families in
need in October. They also
helped plan school-wide
community-building events
including a Character Education
Assembly about Cooperation in
December, planned the 5th- and
6th- grade movie nights, and helped organize a spirit week in April. Their role this year in
bringing our community together was more important than ever. I commend them for their
leadership, and hard work.
I cannot adequately express my overwhelming gratitude to the Liberty staff, families, and
students for their efforts, and cooperation this year. Our families were cooperative in
keeping kids home when they weren’t feeling well (probably the #1 factor in keeping our
doors open). Parents continued to volunteer to ease some of the workload on our
teachers. And finally, our families agreed to quarantine when asked. Your grace and
never-ending commitment to our school allowed us to continue educating students inperson. Students received all necessary skills and content to move on to the next grade
level. No learning loss here.
Liberty's mission is to provide a contextual body of knowledge, which will in turn provide
students with a rich domain vocabulary. This rich vocabulary, along with strong phonetic
instruction, allows our students to both decode and comprehend what they read. Literate
students make quality citizens. Quality citizens make for a more democratic
society. Liberty Common Elementary continues to stay on track with its mission.
At the high school, our eleventh year is
finishing out in tremendous fashion as
we wrap up what has been a very
memorable leg in every scholar’s
journey. Last summer, a cohort of
LCHS teachers, administrators, and
staff members set out to redesign a
classically oriented, collegepreparatory, public-charter junior-high
and high school to be able to not just
survive, but also thrive while taking into
consideration all of the public-health
requirements surrounding the COVID19 pandemic. Looking back at what the school has accomplished this year, that team of

professionals absolutely knocked it out of the park.
It wasn’t just our faculty and staff that hit home runs this year, our students continued to
demonstrate that Liberty students are some of the finest young people in the world. Our
seniors led the way, of course, and were instrumental in setting the tone for the rest of the
school.
The two School Captains, Parker Stern
and Liam O’Malley, got to work right
away redesigning the annual Torch Trek
to have a reduced capacity that included
only the 7th-grade and 12 th-grade
students. Their efforts paid off, as the
ceremony and festivities helped
demonstrate that the rallying cry from the
end of the last school year, “Improvise,
adapt, overcome, and love," would
continue to fuel the school’s efforts to
deliver an excellent product despite the
ongoing global pandemic.
Our ninth senior class, the mighty Class
of 2021, was the perfect group of
students to establish and put on full
display the 2020-2021 school motto,
OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT,
translated, “Let all your ways be
steadfast.”
The members of this class, in particular,
were faced with an enormous amount of
uncertainty regarding what their senior
years would look like, and what the next
leg of their journeys would entail as they
navigated the college-search, and application processes. These soon-to-be Liberty
Common alumni demonstrated a tremendous amount of fortitude, as they withstood fear,
uncertainty, and intimidation with the greatest of attitudes, and gusto. This group of fine
young men and women will be sorely missed indeed.
What's just as impressive is the
followership at Liberty. As the seniors
march off, onward and upward from
Liberty, the junior class is stepping up
in a marvelous way. Next year's
school captains, House captains,
Order captains, sophomore
representatives, and appointed
officers are installed, and they are
already working on plans for the next
school year, reinforcing the notion that
the House and Order systems
continue to produce value beyond our
wildest dreams.
Speaking of our junior-high students,
rounding out their final years of the Core
Knowledge Sequence has prepared
them well for high school. This year's
7th and 8th graders proved to be a fun
cohort making the kind of academic
progress we expect to see at Liberty,
while simultaneously maintaining some

hallway spunk - right through to the
end. Their road to maturity is enthralling
to behold, and we can't wait to see how
they lead the high school over the next
four and five years. They are clearly
ready to step into the classicaleducation path we have crafted for
them in grades 9-12.

We were also able to welcome a handful of new
teachers and new students into the building last
August, and this year’s contingent of both proved to
be exceptional. The new students acclimated
quickly and learned how to be successful in an
academically rich environment, and the new
teachers jumped into the school culture with both
feet ablaze, rapidly becoming some of their
students’ favorite teachers.
On behalf of the faculty, staff and administration, we
offer our sincere and humble thanks to all Liberty
parents. Your leadership, guidance, volunteerism,
financial support, and prayers have contributed
mightily to what we're convinced is the best public
education Colorado has to offer.
To the small handful of students moving on from
Liberty next year, we wish you a fond
farewell. To all returning Liberty students, we're
already looking forward to seeing you again on
Monday morning, August 23rd, when we will
enjoy aiding you along your journeys to
understanding, and being inclined toward
beauty, truth, goodness, and perfection.
In the meantime, congratulations on a strong
finish to an epic school year. Enjoy the summer
break; you’ve earned it.

Every Family A Donor
Thank You for Supporting Liberty. Our
many generous donors have made this
our most successful year of fundraising
in the history of Liberty Common
School. To date, we have raised over
$430,000 toward various causes that
have enabled our excellent academic,
and extracurricular programs to thrive.
Thank you!
Contribute to Liberty All Year. The
school year may be over, but you can
give to support Liberty Common School
year-round. There are a variety of simple
ways you can donate: Contribute by
signing up for one of many affiliate programs offered by King Soopers, Amazon, and Box
Tops for Education. When you sign up for these programs, and spend money at these

retail outlets, they donate a portion of your purchase back to Liberty.
And as always, you can check in on current giving opportunities at
giving.libertycommon.org.
Fundraising Events 2021-2022. Stay tuned for a number of opportunities to rally more
Liberty contributions in the upcoming school year. Fall will include a fun, social event for all
ages in September, our first-ever Alumni Class Challenge in October, and our annual Endof-Year Fundraising Campaign. In March, we will embark on our 2nd -annual Liberty Gives
Day, and planning is underway to gather in April for an adults-only social event that you
won’t want to miss. We can always use more volunteers to assist in fundraising
planning. Please send an email to Mr. Brett Harkey to join the team. We can’t wait to
gather with you in-person next year!

Alumni Update From Joe Caraway, LCHS ’15,
Now Attending Uniformed Services University of
Health Sciences In Bethesda, MD.

She said yes! Congratulations to alumnus Joe Caraway, LCHS Class of 2015, and former
School Captain upon his recent engagement to Kirsten Wikner of Ellicott City,
Maryland. The pair both attended Wheaton College, in Wheaton, Illinois. Joe is currently
studying medicine at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences located in
Bethesda, Maryland.
The institution is the nation’s federal health-professions academy which emphasizes
military healthcare, leadership, readiness, and public health.
Congratulations Joe, and Kristen. Go Lyons!

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

The athletic calendar website, as well as the high-school calendar are found on the home
website. If you have any specific questions about schedules, please reach out to your
respective coaches.

Summer Athletics at Liberty. For junior high students looking to transition to high school
athletics, please contact your high school coach for summer practice or camp details. All
other 6th and 7th graders, we will hold the annual junior- high Sports Camp starting on
Monday, August 9th, 2021. The camp will be Monday through Friday from 9:00am 2:00pm. Details will be released in the mid-summer Common Sense.

New High-School Volleyball Coaches. Coach Nichole Camp and her family have
decided to take an opportunity working abroad in Prague, Czech Republic, stepping down
as our volleyball coach. We are happy to announce we are promoting our own Coaches
Brian and Mrs.Lynette Krueger to take the lead and continue our successful program.
We are looking forward to seeing their leadership in action this summer, and into the fall.
New High-School Women's Basketball Coach. We are happy to announce we are
promoting one of our own coaches, Jake Guzman, to the head women's basketball coach
position for the 2021-22 season. Coach Guzman has a military background and brings 20
years of basketball knowledge from his time playing in high school and college to his time
coaching at Rocky Mountain High School and Lesher Middle School. We are excited to
get started with Coach Guzman this summer!
Male and Female Athlete of the Year Announcements. While extra-curricular awards
will be presented tonight, the male and female athlete of the year will be awarded after the
conclusion of Season D athletics to properly give those athletes a chance to compete. The
award ceremony will be posted in the mid-summer Common Sense as well as to the
athletic website.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Coach Ibarra (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).

Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Suk.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw
Women's Basketball Coach TBD.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
"Rule No. 145. Out-of-Town Dances. If a girl goes out of
town to a dance, the boy reserves a room for her at the
hotel, but the girl must pay for the room. She must be
accompanied by a chaperon, who goes to the dance with
her. If the boy arranges for the girl to stay at his home, or
at a sorority-house, or with some girl friend, no chaperon is
necessary.
If a boy goes out of town to a dance, the girl must write him of any special plans, and must
say whether or not the dance is formal or informal. She may engage a room for him, but
the boy pays all his expenses.
"These out-of-town visits are a real education to a boy or girl. Such an experience
awakens in young people a thorough realization of the value of practicing every day all
those little courtesies that are included in a book on good manners.”

News Worth Repeating
No Bus Service. School is dismissed for summer break on May
21st at 11:00 am, and the shuttle bus between schools will not be
running. Please make other arrangements. Both school campuses
will close at 11:15 am. Thank you.

Library Volunteers Needed. The end of the year is in site
and the Connie Behr Memorial Library is preparing to
close for the summer. Assistance with labeling and
inventory is needed anytime between 8AM and 3PM, May
24, May 25, and May 26. Please CLICK HERE to sign-up.

School Supplies Made Simple. Liberty
is again working with Educational
Products, Inc., which provides an option
for parents to easily purchase school
supplies, for the 2021-22 school year.
Ordering began on April 10, 2021 and
ends on June 1, 2021. This option
enables parents to purchase all supplies
in one transaction, and they’ll show up
on your front step before school
starts. We hope this service proves to be
beneficial to Liberty families, and
restores for parents a big chunk of backto-school time, and money. Please
CLICK HERE for more information.

Earn A Free Book Through The Barnes & Noble
Summer Reading Program. Simply follow these
three easy steps:
1. Read any eight books this summer and record
them in the Barnes & Noble Summer Reading
Journal. Tell B&N what your favorite part is and
why.
2. Bring your completed journal to a Barnes &
Noble store between July 1st and August 31st,
2021. Journals are available in the front office.
3. Choose your free reading adventure from the books listed in the Summer Reading
Journal.

Medication Reminder. Please remember to pick up any

medications or supplies your student may have in the
health office by 10AM on Friday, May 21st (the last day of
school), or the medications will be disposed of. You are
always welcome to pick them up anytime between 7:50AM
and 3:30PM daily beforehand if your child will not be
needing them at school.

Employment Openings At Liberty. We have posted a few open positions on our
website. Please help distribute these employment opportunities that we may find perfect
candidates:
Computer Science & Math Instructor – CLICK HERE.
Organizational and Informational Project Specialist - CLICK HERE.

Teacher Assistants - CLICK HERE.
Student Custodians – CLICK HERE.

First-Aid, CPR Certification For Students. Liberty is offering students an American Red
Cross adult, and pediatric blended-learning course that includes online coursework, and
in-person-skills sessions. Course completion results in a CPR/first-aid certification great
for job, safety, and resume purposes. Class is taught by an RN/American Red Cross
instructor at a special rate of $50/person. Students must be rising 6th graders or
older. Email questions to Liberty school nurse Mrs. Natalie Dybzinski. All online
coursework must be completed prior to the in-person-skills session on Friday, July
16th. Online coursework takes most students 3-4 hours to complete. The in-person-skills
sessions on July 16th will run from 10:00AM-noon, and 12:30-2:30PM. Participants will be
assigned a skills-session timeslot after sign-up depending on class numbers. CLICK
HERE to sign up. The deadline is Monday, May 31st.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, May 27, 6:00PM | At LCS.

Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.
Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007

Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

