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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is Harriet Beecher Stowe Week at LCS.
Next week is Harriet Beecher Stowe week at LCS. Stowe was
an author and social activist best known for her popular antislavery novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Stowe was born on June 14,
1811, in Litchfield, Connecticut. Uncle Tom’s Cabin fanned the
flames of sectionalism before the Civil War. Stowe died in
Hartford, Connecticut, on July 1, 1896.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Surrounded By Academic Casualties
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Dealing with lost class time due to the pandemic is the order of the day throughout the
country. For example, on Tuesday, the Poudre School District convened a regular meeting
of school principals to discuss local strategies for finishing out a school year in which
students missed massive numbers of classroom days.
The Colorado Department of Education, today, hosted a webinar coaching school
administrators on ways to “help pave the way to recovery.” Participants received advice
on how to “restart classrooms,” and about identifying “essential components that should
be included in recovery efforts,” while “transitioning back to school.”
Earlier this week, an education researcher
published an article on the effects of one of the
country’s dubious fads – the four-day school
week. The trend is big in Colorado as both a
pandemic adaptation, and a cost-saving tactic.
Here are the points emphasized in that report: 1)
Students’ math and reading scores suffer on
standardized tests after their schools go to fourday weeks. 2) The negative impacts of four-day
school weeks grow over time.
With every new administrator meeting, webinar, and research paper, it seems what was
predictable is being confirmed. The effects of children missing school is now a national,
state, and local calamity. We are surrounded by academic casualties harmed by the
decisions of politicians, and experts running government-owned schools.

Meanwhile, the results of Liberty’s titanic efforts to maintain in-person instruction are
nothing but positive. HUZZAH! to everyone associated with our excellent school for
making it so.

All School Newsworthy Notices
Library Volunteers Needed. The end of the year is in site
and the Connie Behr Memorial Library is preparing to
close for the summer. Assistance with labeling and
inventory is needed anytime between 8AM and 3PM, May
24, May 25, and May 26. Please CLICK HERE to sign-up.

Elementary School Calendar

May 14 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
May 17 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 20 | Olympic Day. Please pack a sack lunch.
May 21 | Free-Dress Day.
May 21 | Last Day of School, 1/2 Day, 11:00 AM release, no bus service
between schools.
May 21 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 21 | LCHS Graduation.
May 27 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCHS.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Spring Chickens Emerge. Students in Mrs.
Rachel Hickman’s 5th-grade classroom have
a front-row seat to a brood of chicks that
started hatching on Wednesday. Pictured
nearby are three hours-old chicks resting
among their unhatched clutchmates. If you look
closely, in the background, you can see an
eggshell hole that had just been pecked out by
the cooped-up resident inside.

Earn A Free Book Through The Barnes & Noble
Summer Reading Program. Simply follow these
three easy steps:
1. Read any eight books this summer and record
them in the Barnes & Noble Summer Reading
Journal. Tell B&N what your favorite part is and
why.
2. Bring your completed journal to a Barnes &
Noble store between July 1st and August 31st,
2021. Journals are available in the front office.
3. Choose your free reading adventure from the books listed in the Summer Reading
Journal.

Liberty Excels at Elementary Track Meet. Our 4th and 5th
graders competed at the district track meet on May 8.
Although the district only held four of the usual ten events,
our students won ten out of 16 district titles, competing
against other 4th-grade and 5th-grade students within Poudre
School District. Results are posted here :

Pandemic Response Updates

One Case. Liberty Common School learned, this week, of one staff member who has
tested positive for COVID. Larimer County Department of Health and Environment is
engaged in contact tracing, and will be contacting families as appropriate.

Message From LCHS Assistant
Principal Kathleen Kearney.

Liberty Legacies.
The 2020-2021 school year is a year that will go down in infamy.
Raging wildfires colored the sky in eerie colors, making high noon look like twilight, and
covered the air in smoke, and ash so thick that it was hard to breathe.
Widespread protests occurred along with a highly contested presidential election, and civil
unrest.
There was a global pandemic, unlike anyone currently living had ever seen before.
Life as we knew it was turned upside down. Restaurants and businesses closed
indefinitely. Schools did, too. Grocery store shelves were empty, and we all feared not
having what we needed, and even more fear in addition to all of that – fear for our way of
life, fear of the unknown, and even fear for our very lives and for those of our loved ones.
It has been, at best, an unforgettable and challenging year, and at most, a devastatingly
difficult one.
As with most things in life, however, there are some significant silver linings to come out of
times such as these. The first is an overwhelming sense of gratitude for the day-to-day life
that was easy to take for granted prior to this year. Here's a list:
Laughing and talking in a huddle with a group of friends. Sporting events. Concerts.
Crowds. Eating out at a restaurant. Showing your whole face, and not owning a single face
mask. Watching a movie at the theater. Having rice, cleaning supplies, cold medicine, and
toilet paper on the shelves at the grocery store for anyone to buy whenever they wanted
to. Not having any idea what the details of government-mandated quarantines looked like
or what social distancing even meant. Leaving your house for anything not deemed
“essential.” Visiting your grandparents at their home or a newborn baby at the hospital.
Going to a friend’s house. Attending school in person.
I can say with certainty that, although I took these things for granted as part of daily life
before, I will never do so again now that I know what life is like without them. I know I’m
not the only one.
Equally important is the other significant silver lining of this entire experience – a renewed
focus on what really matters in life. As Art Buchwald so beautifully stated, “The best things
in life aren’t things.”
Quality time. Learning. Community. Friendship. Family. Faith. Love. Health. Life itself.
And that, my friends, is what Liberty Legacies is all about
– recognizing what and who are truly important in our

lives, and taking the time to be grateful for, to
acknowledge, and to celebrate those amazing individuals
who bring light, hope, love, laughter, guidance, and
inspiration to our lives.
So please, take some time to purchase and read this
year’s edition of Liberty Legacies, brought to you by our
amazing LCHS Ambassadors Club, and soon to be
available in the front office at the high school.
I know I will.

Every Family A Donor
Parking Space Auction. The auction ends tonight at
midnight, so place your bid now! You only have a few more
hours to secure a front-row reserved parking space for the
2021-2022 school year. These highly prized parking spaces
mean no more looking for a spot during school drop-off and
pick-up, school performances, or sporting events. All proceeds
benefit our excellent school. Don’t wait because they will
soon be gone.

Alumni Update From LCHS ’18, LEGIO XIII, Now
Attending Front Range Community College in
Fort Collins, Colorado

The hard way through high school is the easy way through college. LCHS alumnus Justin
Eldridge (’18) loathed hearing that annoying adage over the years, but now he says he’s
living proof it’s true.
“My writing skills from Liberty have been insanely indispensable,” he said last week while
attending a fellow Liberty alumna’s college-graduation party. “There were some teachers I

thought I hated at the time, but the organizational skills they drilled into me, like the note
taking, have also been extremely helpful.”
Justin took a “gap year-and-a-half” before enrolling at Front Range Community College
where he says he’s thriving. As a college student, “I’m doing better than I ever did at
Liberty.” Justin started at LCS as a kindergartener, and fourteen years later was inducted
into the Legion of Thirteen. Let that sink in.
The study skills he acquired at Liberty are undergirding his success, he says, and putting
him well ahead of his college peers. “No one knows how to use research databases like
we learned at Liberty,” he explained. “That has made it a thousand times easier for me to
write super-long papers. I can read difficult academic texts.”
Justin’s professors have taken notice. “This semester, I just completed an honors project
for my History of Science and Technology class, and the professor said it was one of the
best he’s received in his ten years teaching.”
Following high school, Justin worked fulltime in microelectronics manufacturing at
Broadcom in Fort Collins as an operator in the metal-deposition line making integrated
computer-chip circuits. “We deposited aluminum nitride, and molybdenum on big wafers,”
he explained.
“I think it’s a good idea to take a gap year,” he said. “I would never encourage anyone to
not go to college; but, having some real work experience for a couple years before I
started college was good for me.”
His experiences have helped bring priorities into proper focus. “Honestly, in high school, I
just didn’t think I would ever start caring about learning,” Justin remembers. “But, the
reason why I’ve done so well in college is because, during my gap year, my brother began
pestering me to read books, and I finally assented. All I did was read good books, and I
started to realize that I like learning. When I started college, I did really, really well.”
Justin plans to tackle one more semester at Front Range, then transfer to CSU in the
spring of 2022. So far, his pathway seems to be serving him well.
Justin mentioned Mrs. Natalie Scarlet, Mr. Jared Dybzinski, and Dr. Gavin Polhemus
as LCS instructors whose lessons he draws upon now in college. When he mentioned
Mrs. Janice Garland, however, his tone softened, and his bearing turned solemn, as
when one speaks of a saint. Her effect upon his life is profound.
“She was just the best teacher,” Justin said of
Garland. “I started going to AST (Academic
Support Team) in 7th grade; and, I was not
nice to her,” he acknowledged. “I did not want
to be there. I hated it. I hated everything about
it.”
The advantage of hindsight, however, has
given Justin new perspective. “I now feel like,
if I had been in any other school, if I was doing
as bad as I was at the time, they would have
just let me go, and I would have fallen through
the cracks,” he considered.
“Mrs. Garland absolutely refused to stop
helping me, and she was extremely persistent,
and I really needed that,” he said. Poor grades
at a rigorous school necessitated repeating coursework. “My second junior year went so
much better because, basically, I had AST for three periods a day. She was just the best.”
Justin credits Garland with rescuing his academic future by pushing him, prodding him,
never losing faith in him, and loving him across the graduation finish line. “When I gave up
on myself, she never gave up on me,” he said.
Justin described how he’s turned a corner and has been brought to taking ownership of

his education, and circumstances. “The key is to find a way to like learning.” Using skills
acquired at Liberty, Justin said he is now able to explore learning on his own. “I just hadn’t
figured it out in high school,” he said.
“Now at Front Range, I know to go to office hours to take advantage of extra time with
instructors,” he explained. “I get tutoring. I attend study sessions with fellow students. I
know how to do everything I can possibly do as a student to succeed.”
With total confidence, Justin averred a firm promise to current Liberty students. “The hard
work now really does pay off – for everyone,” he said.
“Look, I only passed one English class at Liberty on the first try, yet all of my college
papers have been so easy,” he said. “Oh yes, specifically, the writing teaching at Liberty is
just on a whole different plane of existence than regular public schools.”
A remarkable profile in fortitude, Justin has clearly earned the right to be pleased with his
journey. The cadre of former instructors here at his alma mater are rightfully proud of him,
too.
“I read other people’s papers. We do peer reviews, and editing,” he said, his head cocked
downward to the side, and displaying his signature, mischievous-looking grin, “…and my
peers have nothing over me.”
Go Wolves!

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

The athletic calendar website, as well as the high-school calendar are found on the home
website. If you have any specific questions about schedules, please reach out to your
respective coaches.

Summer Athletics at Liberty. For junior high students looking to transition to high- school
athletics, please contact your high school coach for summer practice, or camp details. All
other 6th and 7th graders, we will hold the annual Junior-High-Sports Camp starting on
Monday, August 9th, 2021. The camp will occur Monday through Friday from 9:00am 2:00pm. Details will be released next week.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Coach Ibarra (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).

High-School Sports
Track and Field Opens Season with Multiple School Records. We had an awesome
meet on Friday. Our mens team was 4th out of 11 teams and our womens team was 2nd
out of 11 teams, only losing to Poudre High School. We also had six school records
broken in our first meet of the season.
Isabel Allori broke the women's 1600m record in 5:32.43.
Logan Hougestuen, Gigi Jurgens, Lily Morrison, and Katie Wrona crushed the
women's 4x200m relay record with a time of 1:45.55.
Gigi Jurgens broke the women's long jump record with a 15' 11.75" jump.
Katie Wrona broke the women's pole vault record with a 10' vault.
AJ Goldfain broke both the men's shot put and discus records with throws of 44' 0.75"
and 137' 6", respectively.
Women's Soccer, Men's Swim, and Men's Baseball Kicks Off Season. As the school
winds down with only one more week of classes, our Season D athletics are just getting
started. Women's soccer won its season opening against Frontier 1-0, while men's
swimming and men's baseball both dropped their season openers.

Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Suk.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw
Women's Basketball Coach TBD.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 144. Dress for Boys. A boy should be very
careful of his personal appearance at a dance. He wears
his best suit, and is well groomed.”

News Worth Repeating
No Bus Service. School is dismissed for summer break on May
21st at 11:00 am, and the shuttle bus between schools will not be
running. Please make other arrangements. Both school campuses
will close at 11:15 am. Thank you.

Elementary Summer Camp – Don’t Miss Out. While a
few of our summer-camp sessions are already sold out,
space is still available. Register your student today. If you
are interested in a session that is currently sold out, email
Mrs. Stoltzfus to add your student to the
waitlist. Academic summer-camp sessions are designed
for students in need of extra support to maintain reading
and math skills over the summer months.
Art camp with Mrs. Nichols will be a fun-filled opportunity for campers to explore a variety
of art materials and techniques. Registration is on a first-come-first-served basis. An $80
non-refundable deposit is required to pre-register your child. The remaining balance will be
requested two weeks before the session begins, and is due on or before the first day of
camp. CLICK HERE to register.
Art Camp with Mrs. Nichols

Monday, June 8th – Friday, June 1th , 9:00 am - 12:00 noon.

Reading Camp (rising 1st-6 th. grades) Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 10:30am – 12:30pm.
Math Camp (rising 1st-6 th grades)
Tutoring

Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 8:00am – 10:00am.
Individualized tutoring with a Liberty Common School teacher

Medication Reminder. Please remember to pick up any

medications or supplies your student may have in the
health office by 10AM on Friday, May 21st (the last day of
school), or the medications will be disposed of. You are
always welcome to pick them up anytime between 7:50AM
and 3:30PM daily beforehand if your child will not be
needing them at school.

Don't miss out on the historic 2020-2021 Liberty Common
Yearbook. We have less than 100 books left, so order
TODAY!

100% In-School Starting August. Liberty Common School intends to educate all
students fully in-person starting Mon 23 Aug 2021 (the first day of school for the 2021-22
school year). We are keeping a close eye on recommendations coming out of publichealth agencies to determine what school will look like next year. Though county
guidance has not been finalized yet as far as mask wearing, physical distancing, contact
tracing, etc., we need as much normalcy as is allowed under public-health mandates. We
must move away from remote access because the additional workload, and strain put on
our professional teaching faculty in simultaneously teaching both in-person, and remote
cannot be sustained. Questions about these objectives may be directed to our principals
Mr. Churchill , or Mr. Lovely

Employment Openings At Liberty. We have posted a few open positions on our
website. Please help distribute these employment opportunities that we may find perfect
candidates:
Computer Science & Math Instructor – CLICK HERE.
Organizational and Informational Project Specialist - CLICK HERE.
Teacher Assistants - CLICK HERE.
Student Custodians – CLICK HERE.

First-Aid, CPR Certification For Students. Liberty is offering students an American Red
Cross adult, and pediatric blended-learning course that includes online coursework, and
in-person-skills sessions. Course completion results in a CPR/first-aid certification great
for job, safety, and resume purposes. Class is taught by an RN/American Red Cross
instructor at a special rate of $50/person. Students must be rising 6th graders or
older. Email questions to Liberty school nurse Mrs. Natalie Dybzinski. All online
coursework must be completed prior to the in-person-skills session on Friday, July
16th. Online coursework takes most students 3-4 hours to complete. The in-person-skills
sessions on July 16th will run from 10:00AM-noon, and 12:30-2:30PM. Participants will be
assigned a skills-session timeslot after sign-up depending on class numbers. CLICK
HERE to sign up. The deadline is Monday, May 31st.

School Supplies Made Simple. Liberty
is again working with Educational
Products, Inc., which provides an option
for parents to easily purchase school
supplies, for the 2021-22 school year.
Ordering began on April 10, 2021 and
ends on June 1, 2021. This option
enables parents to purchase all supplies
in one transaction, and they’ll show up
on your front step before school
starts. We hope this service proves to be
beneficial to Liberty families, and
restores for parents a big chunk of backto-school time, and money. Please
CLICK HERE for more information.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, May 27, 6:00PM | At LCS.

Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.
Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.

Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

