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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is Sir William Blackstone Week at LCS.
Sir William Blackstone was an English jurist, whose opus,
Commentaries on the Laws of England, is the best-known
description of the doctrines of English law. A modern study
revealed that Commentaries was cited nearly 10,000 times by

American courts between 1789 and 1915, and became the basis
of university legal education in England and North
America. Among other declarations, Blackstone wrote in
Commentaries that there are three primary personal rights:
personal security, personal liberty, and right of private property.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Spring’s Universal Bliss
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
For a school like ours, springtime is a season of classroom harvest when academic
growth is the bounty to be weighed, measured, celebrated. The flurry of academic testing
is a sign of the times – an exciting occasion for the school to realize the intellectual gains
Liberty students have registered over the past school year.
Since August, the school’s best instructional methods have been orchestrated by our
professional classroom instructors. Now upon the eve of May, it’s up to students to
demonstrate their vast capacity for knowledge; and, in doing so, claim personal
responsibility for their education.
Indeed, Liberty’s philosophy
acknowledges that young people
can be held accountable for their
actions. The policies of the school
encourage discipline, hard work,
cooperation, making decisions, and
prospering by the results (or living
with the consequences).
Our academic expectations are
designed to inspire students to
choose a personal quest toward intellectual growth, and to align their own educational
goals with those of the school. Year-end assessments are prudent in clarifying extents to
which this is achieved.
Dispassionate appraisals forefend walking in darkness. Truly, we are about to see a great
light, as they that rejoice in the harvest. Gerard Manley Hopkins puts it tenderly in his
apt poem “The May Magnificat,” all may revel in “Spring’s universal bliss.”

All School Newsworthy Notices
Rated #1. A national news magazine U.S. News & World Report,

lists Liberty Common High School as its number-one rated high
school among Fort Collins area high schools, and the top high
school in the Poudre School District. The magazine regards the
school fourth in Colorado, and 141st in its national rankings. CLICK
HERE to see the LCS profile at the publication’s website, which
includes links to profiles of other schools, and more.

"Bravo! The high-school production of Singin' in the Rain last weekend was a smashing
success! Thank you to all of the volunteers, and everyone who came out to support the
students and the program. Eyes are a little damp over here in Musical Theatre class, and
it isn't because of the rain. The students had a blast producing the show, and were
overwhelmed by the number of compliments they received from viewers. They are sad it's
over, but they are excited to bring you more shows in the future. Until next year, always
keep a song in your heart, and don't forget to bring an umbrella!" Mr. Wallace

Help Protect Charter Schools. Last week, we passed along
information from the Charter Advocacy Coalition (CAC) about
an anti-charter-school proposal being drafted by a group of
state legislators. This week, their proposal was formally
introduced in the State House as House Bill 1295, and will be
heard next in the House Education Committee. The
Colorado CAC is working tirelessly to prevent these anticharter legislators from undermining charter schools, and
school choice in Colorado; and, we need your help. State
Rep. Jennifer Bacon (D-Denver) is the prime sponsor of HB
1295. Local Rep. Cathy Kipp (D-Ft. Collins) is listed as the
first co-sponsor. Please CLICK HERE to read HB 1295 as
introduced. CLICK HERE for sample text to guide you in

communicating opinions about this bill with local legislators. The following list of Northern
Colorado legislators’ names are each hyperlinked to their email addresses: Rep. Jeni
James Arndt (D-Ft. Collins), Sen. Joann Ginal (D-Ft. Collins), Rep. Cathy Kipp (D-Ft.
Collins), Sen. Barbara Kirkmeyer (R-Weld/Larimer), Rep. Mike Lynch (R-Larimer), Rep.
Hugh McKean (R-Loveland), Sen. Rob Woodward (R-Larimer).

Charter Schools, Alternatives Are Better. A
leading advocate for school choice mentioned
Liberty Common School in a statewide
newspaper today. Denver Post columnist Krista
Kafer noted Colorado’s top school’s ranked by
US News & World Report are market-based
schools, mostly charter-public schools. Kafer
visited LCS a few years ago as a guest lecturer,
toured the school, and spent lots of time with our
students. For a compendium of Kafer’s columns CLICK HERE. In today’s column –
CLICK HERE – she suggests high academic performance correlates to schools parents
choose, and makes a solid case for public-policy strategies empowering even more
Colorado parents.

Former Miss Colorado Visited. An award-winning
producer, writer, actress, national speaker, former Miss
Colorado, and radio talk-show host stopped by for a school
tour this week. Mrs. Deborah Flora got to chat with
students, faculty, administrators, and spend 9th Hour at the
high school hanging out in the Minerva Reading Room for
the Hot Politics/Rebel Alliance discussion. The Deborah
Flora show is broadcast by Denver’s AM710 KNUS. Flora
founded a nonprofit organization Parents United America
which supports parental rights. Her two media companies
are Lamplight Entertainment, and Whet•stone Media
Group. She’s planning production of a documentary about
education reform, and school choice; and, scoped out the
school for possible participation in that project. Following
her visit, Flora wrote, “Liberty Common truly is a prototype
that needs to be highlighted and then replicated around the
state, and then around the country.”

Festival Of Ideas. If you were not able to attend this
year's Festival of Ideas, or if you would like to learn more
about this annual event, the following links will help you
explore. To check out the video of the keynote address,
CLICK HERE . To listen to Sydney Reinke's remarkably
insightful presentation on C.S. Lewis' Abolition of Man, CLICK HERE. And, for the list of
recommendations for further reading from our knowledgeable speakers, CLICK HERE.
Enjoy!

Elementary School Calendar
May 3 - 7 | Teacher/Staff-Appreciation Week.
May 7 | Free-Dress Day.
May 13 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 14 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
May 17 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 20 | Olympic Day.
May 21 | Free-Dress Day.
May 21 | Last Day of School, 1/2 Day, 11:00 AM Release.

May 21 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 21 | LCHS Graduation.
May 27 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCHS.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

Mountains of Learning. LCS 6th graders traveled into the mountains this week for the
annual “Eco Week” of learning opportunities in the great outdoors. This year, the events
took place at YMCA of the Rockies near Estes Park. The nearby photo depicts scholars
from Mr. Huey’s classroom having a grand time in the Rockies. More photos are posted
at the school’s Facebook page – CLICK HERE.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
“The Mouse and His Child.” An often overlooked
great book, The Mouse and His Child is a story very
much like The Velveteen Rabbit, Charlotte’s Web,
and Winnie-the-Pooh. Published in 1967, it is author
Russell Hoban’s best-known work. As I have been
perusing this particular novel, I am struck with the
vast array of similarities between our two clockwork
mice joined at the paw and the cast of Disney’s boxoffice hit Toy Story. Hoban has given us a world in
which toys are free-thinking, capable of great
emotion, a world in which toys are a direct reflection
of the pathos of human life.
At first glance, The Mouse and His Child is a story of
two toys on a quest to become self-winding, a quest
that takes them from the coveted position of favorite
toy all the way to the predestined rubbish pile of
every child’s plaything. In the same way that Alice in
Wonderland captured the hearts and minds of a far
more diverse readership than just children, Hoban’s story has proven to be beloved by
adult readers the world over. How could one not identify which such sentiments as, “I don’t
suppose anyone is completely self-winding. That’s what friends are for.”? In 2001, a new
edition of this timeless classic was published with illustrations by Caldecott Medal winner
David Small.

Pandemic Response Updates
100% In-School Starting August. Liberty Common School intends to educate all
students fully in-person starting Mon 23 Aug 2021 (the first day of school for the 2021-22
school year). We are keeping a close eye on recommendations coming out of publichealth agencies to determine what school will look like next year. Though county
guidance has not been finalized yet as far as mask wearing, physical distancing, contact
tracing, etc., we need as much normalcy as is allowed under public-health mandates. We
must move away from remote access because the additional workload, and strain put on
our professional teaching faculty in simultaneously teaching both in-person, and remote
cannot be sustained. Questions about these objectives may be directed to our principals
Mr. Churchill , or Mr. Lovely

From LCS Assistant Principal Sandy
Stoltzfus

TAs Make Us Great
By: Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus
Stop for a minute and imagine Liberty Common Elementary School without Teacher
Assistants (affectionately known as TAs).
The thought of it elicits utter panic in our teachers.
The organizational model adopted by the school’s founders was, like many aspects of our
founding, revolutionary. In the spirit of excellence, they set out to ensure LCS’s
professional elementary teachers would be able to prioritize curriculum expertise and
instruction.
From the beginning, TAs were crucial to the masterful plan.
Much is required of an LCS instructor. As an academic institution, we are proud to offer an
excellent, and rigorous, knowledge-rich education to our students.
Ensuring fidelity to the school’s mission, philosophy, and curriculum requires a significant
amount of study, thoughtful preparation, and intensive collaboration among our
elementary teachers. Our founders sought to ensure the school’s elementary teachers
could prioritize, and pursue educational excellence.
TAs are critical members of each grade-level team, and our classroom teachers lean
heavily on this collaborative partnership. The support offered by our TAs includes daily
grading, data entry, copying, organizational support, volunteer coordination, bulletin
boards, reading groups, Extended-Learning-Opportunity assistance, student support – the
list goes on, and on, and on. And, that is just in the classroom.
Our TAs take on the primary leadership role while supervising students during the more
non-academic times of the day. They are responsible for the safety, and support of
students during recesses, lunch and hallway transitions.

While keeping an eye on the perimeter of the playground, they listen to sweet stories,
open snacks, referee intense football games, tend to scraped knees, mediate conflicts, set
boundaries, and even occasionally join in the fun (see nearby video of Mrs. Jodi Nance,
2nd -Grade TA as she joins in an epic soccer match).
Our beloved TAs keep an eye out for students who may be tearful, lonely, or experiencing
escalating frustration. They evaluate each situation to determine whether to guide a child
to solve their own problem, or intervene.
Did I mention that TAs are also expected to substitute teach when the classroom teachers
are out, even if it means jumping into an unfamiliar classroom at the last minute?
Our TAs are lovers of children, masters of multitasking, resourceful, adaptable, and
creative. They are moms. They are professional artists, engineers, counselors, teachers,
writers, scientists, leaders and more. They are renaissance women who have chosen to
support our teachers, and love our students.
Our tremendous TAs truly make us great.

Superhero Job Openings. LCS needs new part-time
teacher aids for the next school year. The start date
coincides with the mid-August ramp up for 21-22 school
year. Please CLICK HERE for the job posting which
includes application instructions. Liberty’s TAs are
considered superheroes in our organization – the “secret
weapons” in our elementary school’s academic
arsenal. Parents tend to make excellent part-time TAs, as
do educator upstarts wanting to get a foot in the door at the
best school in Colorado. If you know anyone who might be an excellent superhero, too,
please pass along this job posting.

Alumni Update From Mary Schaffer, LCHS ’18,
LEGIO XIII now attending University of Northern
Colorado in Greeley, CO

The Monfort College of Business at the University of Northern Colorado, this month,
named LCHS alumna Mary Schaffer ’18 “Outstanding Business Student for overall
outstanding academic performance and contribution while at the University of Northern
Colorado.”
In an official communication accompanying the award, the college’s Dean & Professor Dr.
Jay Lightfoot, wrote, “This is a special honor that carries recognition of excellence at the
University.”
Schaffer is currently wrapping up her studies in business, and marketing at UNC; and will
graduate next week (a year early!). Having attended Liberty since kindergarten, she is a
member of the LCS Legion of Thirteen, and daughter of Headmaster Bob Schaffer.
Upon graduation, Mary plans to acquire a regional sales territory for a familiar private
corporation – more about that, perhaps, in a subsequent Alumni Update.
In a letter to Mary, Dean Lightfoot wrote, “Once again, congratulations. You are one of the
College’s ‘best.’ We are pleased you chose Business Administration as your major at the
University of Northern Colorado.” Go Bears!

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Every Family A Donor
Prime Parking-Space Auction. Highly prized, this reserved parking
space means no more looking for a spot during drop-off and pick-up,
school performances, or sporting events. Bid and reserve a front-row
parking space for the 2021-2022 school year. The auction will begin
on Friday, May 7 and conclude on Friday, May 14 at midnight. Get
ready to start bidding next week. All proceeds benefit our excellent
school.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

The athletic calendar, as well as the high-school calendar are found on the home website.
If you have any specific questions about schedules, please reach out to your respective
coaches.

Jr. - High Sports
Summer Athletics at Liberty. For junior-high students looking to transition to high- school
athletics, please contact your high-school coach for summer practice or camp details. All
other 6th and 7th graders, we will hold the annual Junior High Sports Camp starting
Monday, August 9th, 2021. The camp will run Monday through Friday from 9:00am 2:00pm. Details will be released at the end of the semester.

Softball Pitcher Featured. A rising-star LCHS
8th-grade athlete was singled out this week
for her prowess on the softball
diamond. Rocky Mountain Fastpitch League
named Brooklynn Cardenas as RMFL Player
of the Month for March. The league spans five
states, and includes over 500 athletes. To be
featured among them is quite a
statement. Brooklynn pitches for the Colorado
Batbusters team which is faring well in
competition play thanks in part to Brooklynn’s
impressive stats on the mound. CLICK HERE
to see the RMFL writeup, a photo of Brooklynn
in action, flattering comments from her coach,
and remarks from the superstar herself. Nice
job Brooklynn!

Top Finish In Artistic Swimming. LCHS students
Carrie Babcock (senior), Olivia Good (junior) both
representing Northern Colorado Synchro, and Sara
Naqvi (freshman) representing Colorado Synchro
Storm, this week, competed in the U.S. National
Senior and Junior Artistic Swimming Championships
in Mesa, Arizona. Both teams qualified for team
finals, placing in the nation’s top twelve. Way to go
Carrie, Olivia, and Sara!

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.

Volleyball - Coach Ibarra (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).

Men's Soccer Finishes Deep Run in 3A State Playoffs. Our men's soccer team
qualified for the CHSAA's 3A state playoff bracket with a #2 seed. It beat Jefferson
Academy 1-0 and Delta High School 2-1 en route to facing league opponent Frontier
Academy in the semifinals. Our Eagles fought hard but came up just shy of reaching the
state-final game, losing to Frontier 2-1, finishing their season with an 11-1 record.
Congratulations on an amazing season!

Women's Volleyball Competes at Regionals. Our women's volleyball team drew a #17
seed for the CHSAA 3A state-regional tournament and will travel to Alamosa on Saturday,
May 1st to play #8 seed Alamosa High School and #9 seed Lutheran High School. The
winners of the three-team regional brackets will qualify for a spot in the eight-team state
playoff held at the Broadmoor World Arena on May 12-13th.

Third In State. LCHS sophomore Laura Zupancic, last week, competed at the state 5A
gymnastics competition putting in solid efforts in the floor exercise, vault, and bars. She
qualified in vault for the 5A state finals last Saturday – got third place! Throughout the
season, Laura competed on Rocky Mountain High School’s team. For her part, Laura says
she’s happy with her performance. “The competition was really good compared to the
duals we did,” she said. Laura’s looking forward to next year when the season will take
place in the Fall, assuming no pandemic restrictions. Competing at the state-5A finals, as
a sophomore, paints a picture of a promising gymnastics future for Laura. This week,
however, she’s enjoying more free time now that this year’s two-hour-per-day training
schedule has subsided. She’s taking a month off to rest, heal, and finish the
semester. Way to go Laura – everyone at LCHS is super proud of you! Please CLICK
HERE or on the nearby video link to see Laura’s prize-winning vault. CLICK HERE to see
her floor exercise.

Women's Basketball Meeting. On Monday, May 5th there will be a high-school-women's
basketball meeting for all players in the Great Hall at 5:00PM.

Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Suk.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw
Women's Basketball Coach TBD.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.
If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 142. Chaperon. If the dance is a club dance, or
benefit dance, where there is a more or less mixed crowd,
it is much better for several couples to go in a group, and
so assure a good time. There must always be several
women chaperons at such a dance. These women must
see to it that the dance is an orderly affair, and, therefore,
they have the right to speak to any one whose conduct is questionable.

"Young boys and girls should avoid the public dancehalls. If they go to a public dance, an
older person should chaperon them. It is best to go in a group, and dance just with your
own group.”

News Worth Repeating
Olympic Day Returns to Liberty. Olympic Day can't
happen without our awesome volunteers. Please take a few
minutes out of your busy weekend and sign-up to volunteer.
All you need to do is CLICK HERE and choose an activity
you would be interested in. In the right column, you will see a
morning slot or an afternoon slot with times listed. If you are
interested in helping all day, you can sign-up for both
slots. We appreciate your time and energy for making our
2021 Olympic Day, one to remember. When all slots are
filled, we will send out an email with detailed instructions on the workings of your station, a
map and a schedule.
If you have any questions or problems signing up, please email Jon Wilcox or Donny
Reeves.

Elementary Summer Camp – Don’t Miss Out. While a
few of our summer-camp sessions are already sold out,
space is still available. Register your student today. If you
are interested in a session that is currently sold out, email
Mrs. Stoltzfus to add your student to the
waitlist. Academic summer-camp sessions are designed
for students in need of extra support to maintain reading
and math skills over the summer months.
Art camp with Mrs. Nichols will be a fun-filled opportunity for campers to explore a variety
of art materials and techniques. Registration is on a first-come-first-served basis. An $80
non-refundable deposit is required to pre-register your child. The remaining balance will be
requested two weeks before the session begins, and is due on or before the first day of
camp. CLICK HERE to register.

Art Camp with Mrs. Nichols

Monday, June 8th – Friday, June 1th , 9:00 am - 12:00 noon.

Reading Camp (rising 1st-6 th. grades) Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 10:30am – 12:30pm.
Math Camp (rising 1st-6 th grades)
Tutoring

Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 8:00am – 10:00am.
Individualized tutoring with a Liberty Common School teacher

Employment Openings At Liberty. We have posted a few open positions on our
website. Please help distribute these employment opportunities that we may find perfect
candidates:
Computer Science & Math Instructor – CLICK HERE.
Organizational and Informational Project Specialist - CLICK HERE.
Teacher Assistants - CLICK HERE.
Student Custodians - CLICK HERE.

School Supplies Made Simple. Liberty
is again working with Educational
Products, Inc., which provides an option
for parents to easily purchase school
supplies, for the 2021-22 school year.

Ordering began on April 10, 2021 and
ends on June 1, 2021. This option
enables parents to purchase all supplies
in one transaction, and they’ll show up
on your front step before school
starts. We hope this service proves to be
beneficial to Liberty families, and
restores for parents a big chunk of backto-school time, and money. Please
CLICK HERE for more information.

Summer Stem Opportunities. STEM-X is holding summer programs for grades 1-9, June
7-18th. Please CLICK HERE to register or for more information.

Ambassadors Club Plant Sales Fundraiser. The
Ambassadors Club is selling starter plants to raise money
for various events to serve our community. Click on the
flyer to reserve your plants today. Thank you for your
support.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, May 27, 6:00PM | At LCS.

Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.

Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

