Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 24, Issue 27- March 5, 2021
OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is William Shakespeare Week at LCS.
Next week is William Shakespeare Week at
LCHS. William Shakespeare (1564 - 1616) is among the
most influential figures in human civilization. He wrote
plays and acted in the late 16th and early 17th
centuries. His reputation as a dramatic genius is
recognized worldwide. His characters and plots present the
essence of human nature portrayed through a wide range
of emotions and conflicts preceding and transcending Elizabethan England.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

A Beautiful Lesson in Fortitude
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Last Friday, twelve high-school seniors revisited classrooms where their common journey
began. The “Thirteeners,” students completing their thirteenth year at Liberty, brought with
them lanyards bearing white “challenge keys.”
They hung them around the
necks of kindergarteners, and
challenged each to graduate
from Liberty Common High
School. These were tender
moments.
In January, some of these
same kindergarteners
participated in an annual
initiation ceremony where
they placed larger red keys
around the necks of the
seniors signifying their longawaited, formal induction into
“The Legion of
XIII.” Celebrating our
school’s unique k-12
continuum in this way is important.
While Legion of XIII membership conveys honored
stature, this revered tradition is really about inspiring
our youngest students. They see future versions of
their future selves walking back into their
kindergarten classrooms.
They observe joyous Thirteeners pointing out
memorable features in the rooms, and recalling
timeless lessons. Some of them sang “The
Continents” song as proof that expertly taught
kindergarten units stick.
Through their brief interaction, Thirteeners lovingly
taught their youngest schoolmates beautiful lessons
about academic fortitude. They projected the
splendor of their school’s comprehensive mission –
to extend to every student true freedom, and
authentic wisdom over a thirteen-year journey of
common knowledge, common virtue, and common
sense.

Alea iacta est!

All-School Newsworthy Notices

Liberty-Gives Day. The countdown is on until our first-ever Liberty-Gives Day. This oneday giving event will last from midnight to midnight on March 10. You can preview our
Liberty-Gives-Day site HERE and make plans to donate now. #libertygivesday .

Plan to Share. You can help with Liberty Gives Day by sharing the event on your own
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter pages. Help us generate buzz before and during the
event on March 10. For instructions and images to use, download our social- media toolkit
HERE. #libertygivesday

Liberty-Gives-Day Causes. Perhaps you’d like to support fine arts or high-school
athletics at Liberty. Or you would like to donate towards elementary-gym improvements.
Or you’d like to contribute toward the Mariya Garland Scholarship Fund, which supports
an LCHS graduate each year with a generous college scholarship. On Liberty-Gives Day,
you’ll have the opportunity to support one or more causes at our school. Each cause will
also compete in the Matching-Gift Challenge to unlock special matching donations from
our generous sponsors. #libertygivesday

Matching-Gift Challenge. Several generous sponsors have already made the decision to
support Liberty-Gives Day by offering donations to be used for our Matching-Gifts
Challenge. We are grateful to the following sponsors for their support. #libertygivesday

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
6th-Grade-Day-Registration Meeting and Pickup. On March 12, 6th graders will spend
a day in 7th-grade classrooms meeting teachers, getting the lay of the land, and preparing
themselves for their transition to the high school building next year. At the end of 6thGrade Day, parents are invited to join their students for a registration meeting at 2:15 PM
in the Colosseum. We will discuss 7th-grade classes and distribute curriculum guides and
registration forms, which are then due back on the Monday after spring break. Students
will need to be picked up at 3:30 PM at the high school. There will not a shuttle to the
elementary after our meeting concludes.

Elementary Summer-Camp Registration Opens on March 12. Academic summercamp sessions are designed for students in need of extra support to maintain their
reading and math skills over the summer months. Art camp with Mrs. Nichols will be a
fun-filled opportunity for campers to explore a variety of art materials and techniques.
Registration is on a first-come-first-served basis. An $80 non-refundable deposit is
required to pre-register your child. The remaining balance will be requested two weeks
before the session begins, and is due on or before the first day of camp. Watch for the
registration link in the March 12th edition of the Liberty Common Sense.
Art Camp with Mrs. Nichols

Monday, June 8th – Friday, June 12th , 9:00 am - 12:00 noon.

Reading Camp (rising 1st-6 th. grades) Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 10:30am – 12:30pm.
Math Camp (rising 1st-6 th grades)
Tutoring

Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 8:00am – 10:00am.
Individualized tutoring with a Liberty Common School teacher

Penny-War Results. Thanks to the 5 th- and 6 th-grade student council for organizing this
annual event and thanks to all who participated. We had a very successful year. This
year’s total was, drum roll please....... $4,998.89. This money has been donated to Habitat
for Humanity.

Our 2020-21 winners are:
In 3 rd place is 5th grade with $ -293.12.
In 2nd place, earning a root-beer-float party, is 6th grade with $-239.48.
1st- place winners for this year’s Penny Wars is 1st grade with $-82.31. It will receive
cookies. Congratulations.
Great work to everyone for participating. What a great demonstration of citizenship and
helping our community to be a better place.

Lost-And-Found. Please take a few minutes to visit our Lost-And-Found. The shelves
are bursting at the seams with items. All items not claimed by March 12th will be given to
charity.

Elementary School Calendar
March 10 | Liberty-Gives Day.
March 12 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All day.
March 12 | 3rd Quarter ends.
March 14 | Daylight Savings Time Begins.
March 15 - 19 | Spring Break | No School.
March 23 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30PM | LCS.
March 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.
March 26 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
March 29 | Character-Education Assembly | Speaker is Mrs. Debbie Wood,
LCS 3rd-grade teacher | K-3rd graders attend assembly from 8:10-8:45, 4-6th
graders attend assembly from 8:55-9:35.
April 2 | Good Friday | No School.
April 5 | Human Growth and Development Parent Mtg. | 6:00PM.
April 12 | Public-Information Night | LCHS | 6:30PM.
April 26 | Public-Info Mtg. | LCS | 6:30PM.

Pandemic Response Updates
Accurate COVID Figures. Since opening for in-person instruction in August 2020, Liberty
has maintained an up-to-date count tracker of current COVID cases atop the school's

COVID-Response webpage. The number of school-related cases reported here is
accurate, and is updated immediately upon the school's ascertaining each official notice of
a COVID case. Comparing the school’s real-time COVID reporting to Larimer County’s
posted COVID figures is confusing. Here’s why: Figures reported at the Larimer County
Department Health and Environment’s website are cumulative going back to August of last
year, and therefore seem to indicate current case numbers that are outdated, unreliable,
and inaccurate. Larimer County uses a state format reporting cumulative COVID cases
which also includes what it calls "presumed positive" cases. On top of that, the county’s
posting of new cases typically lags far behind Liberty’s. We’ve discussed the confusion,
and format discrepancies with the county’s public-health officials, and they’re quite
sympathetic to the reality the county’s format causes widespread confusion (not just for
Liberty families who have consulted both websites). Regrettably, county officials say their
hands are tied. As such, there will continue to be discrepancies in the number of COVID
cases reported by Larimer County, and the accurate figures reported by Liberty. For
reliable, accurate information about current COVID cases at Liberty, please rely upon the
school's COVID-Response website.

Headmaster Message From Bob Schaffer

Staying Connected to the Literate World
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Zero’s evil twin is infinity. Niccolò Machiavelli was probably a decent guy. Jane Yolen’s
children’s story Owl Moon is just as profound as Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina.
The most abundant particle in the universe is a shapeshifter, the ghostly neutrino. If you
have a compelling story, you might be able to start your own country. The history of
textiles gives us insight into pre-industrial societies.
Fascism, and communism are
philosophically related. Studying C.S.
Lewis helps us own reading, thinking,
and living. Isolation, always a part of
the human condition, is powerfully
explored, and communicated by key
artists.
The voice of poetry is the
conversation of mankind. The best
way to study poetry is by memorizing
poems, and by practicing writing your
own. These were some of the
fascinating ideas discussed last Saturday during Liberty’s annual Festival of Ideas.
We had a big crowd on hand albeit participating remotely. Many speakers flew in for their
presentations. Most are famous in their fields, and have followings of their own –
intellectual fans who also participated.
Our keynote speakers were fantastic. Dr.
David Rothman journeyed here from
Crested Butte. Colorado’s former poet
laureate Dr. David Mason presented

remotely from his home in Tasmania. Of
course, Liberty’s own faculty stable of
content experts made the festival a
veritable learning spectacle, along with
vaunted colleagues from neighboring
schools, university faculty, and star
students.
For whatever reason, some Liberty
families believed our annual Festival of
Ideas is only for parents of high-school
students. Not so. Emphatically not so.
This event is quite important in advancing the mission of our whole k-12 school. It gives
parents clearer insight into the academic breadth of our k-8 Core Knowledge Sequence,
our college-preparatory curriculum, and how whole-household strategies for learning help
connect our students, parents, faculty, and administration to the literate world.
In fact, as this event matures, evolving year
after year, it becomes even more a central
event signaling a national classical-education
renaissance. Influential scholars have come to
look forward to participating because they’re
convinced the fundamental imperative in
preserving Western intellectual tradition is
proper primary, and secondary schooling.
There are few institutions in the country that are
effective leaders in classically oriented
education. We’re squarely among them. Truly,
the Festival of Ideas showcases our school on
an international level in remarkable ways.
Watch coming editions of Liberty Common
Sense for links to video replays of the keynote lectures. We’ll also be posting a list of
articles, poems, and books relating to Saturday’s festival. If you missed this year’s event,
please don’t let that happen again.
Finally, loud huzzahs go to Liberty art instructor Mrs. Megan Salazar, and her mighty
team of colleagues, and students who produced this year’s event. They expended a
heroic measure of work, and thereby strengthened our school’s haptic attachments to
other classical scholars throughout the world.

Alumni Update From Perry Nielsen LCHS ' 18,
Now Attending University of Florida, Gainesville,
Florida.

Dear Liberty Family: This is Perry. You might remember me as one of your old School
Captains, but you probably know me better as the older brother of Isabella, and Jett. I
hope you are all staying safe, both physically and mentally, during these crazy times.
I'm currently a junior at the University of Florida studying biochemistry, and applying to
medical school. Florida in general is not taking the pandemic very seriously, so it's been
somewhat hectic adapting to quarantine life, and trying to go about business safely. For
those of you getting sick of online school, I completely understand; working for 8 hours a
day on my laptop is doing a real number on my eyes, and I'm desperately running out of
jokes that break the ice in breakout rooms.
I want you to know that I'm proud of you, whoever you are and whatever stage you are at
in life. It's totally normal if you're feeling powerless or frustrated right now, but being mad
at yourself for not feeling 100% is only going to make you feel worse. Whatever emotional
state you are in is absolutely valid, but always remember that there are people in your life
that care about you deeply, and that whatever is currently stressing you out won't seem
very important in 10-years’ time.
Take some time for yourself every once in a while. Go on a nice walk (weather
permitting). Give your friends, and family a hearty hug (or a virtual one, if you can't see
them in person). Drink a big glass of water when you wake up in the morning. Thank your
teachers, advisors, and other mentors. Worry less, smile more. There's so much that's out
of control for us these days; the best we can do is stop, and smell the flowers.
Reach out to me on social media if you want to have a nice conversation or see pictures of
all my houseplants :)
All the best,
Perry
Go Gators!

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Junior-High Sports:
Spring Schedule- The following schedule is the anticipated start and end dates for the
following junior-high sports:
Girls' Basketball (7th and 8th): March 8 - April 16.
Boys' Soccer (6th-8th): March 8 - April 16.
Track and Field (6th-8th): April 19 - May 21.
Girls' Soccer (6th-8th): April 19 - May 21.
Girls' Basketball- Tryouts for junior-high basketball will start on Mon 3/8 at 5:45 PM at the
elementary gym. The first week of the season will have a fluid schedule as we finish up
the boys' basketball season as well. Basketball is open to grades 7 & 8. Reach out to
Coach Kaufman (7th) or Coach Matthews (8th) with any questions.
Boys' Soccer- Coach Greenlaw will host volunteer practices on Mon 3/8 at the
elementary school at 4:00 PM. Soccer is open to grades 6-8. Reach out to Coach
Greenlaw with any questions.
Upcoming Events7th-Boys' Basketball
Tue, 3/9, 4PM, Home, vs Highland.
Thu, 3/11, 4PM, Away, at Valley.
8th-Boys' Basketball
Tue, 3/9, 4PM, Away, at Highland.
Thu, 3/11, 4PM, Home, vs Valley.

High-School Sports:
Seniors End on a High Note- Our women's
swimming team wrapped up its second season
with an undefeated run. As our Eagles prepare
for conference on Saturday, we want to extend
a special thank you to our seniors (pictured)Carrie Babcock, Giulia Barresi, Caroline
Dutton, Corrine Hansen, Aimee Johnston,
Aiza Kenzhebekova, Grace McCormick, and
Clara Thibault.

Men's and Women's Basketball Wrap Up
Season- After a tumultuous start to the
year, our men's and women's basketball
programs showed tremendous fortitude with
an unwavering positive attitude through the
end of their seasons. We would like to
extend a special thank you to our seniors

(pictured)- Jaycie Verderaime, Parker
Stern, Izzy Swanson, and Cassie
Michaelsen.

Transition to Season C Sports- Men's soccer and women's volleyball seasons officially
start on Mon 3/8. Reach out to Coach Camp (volleyball) or Coach Salehi (soccer) for
information about pre-season practices.
Upcoming EventsWomen's Swimming
Sat, 3/6, 9AM, Away, at Eaton. Conference.
Fri, 3/12, TBD, Away, at TBD. State Meet.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Our National Alienation and Amnesia
By William J. Bennett
June 29, 2007
How do we ask our children to fight, and perhaps die, for a
country they do not know?
Tens of millions of Americans are about to celebrate our
nation’s Founding. The worrisome question is, will future
generations take to this celebration the way we have for the
past 231 years ...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 137. Arrival. On arriving at the dance, the
boy and girl go to their dressing-rooms. At a private
home, a maid or some young friend will tell guests
where to place their wraps.
" Girls, be sure you are looking your best before you
leave the dressing-room. After entering the danceroom you must not arrange your hair, pull up a shoulder-strap, or worry about a twisted
seam in your hose.”

News Worth Repeating
No Drop-off Before 7:30AM. Attention Parents: We have been noticing a gradual
increase of students getting dropped off before 7:30AM. Please do not come before
7:30AM to drop off your children as the doors will not be open. Doing so prompts students
to congregate outside in violation of the county’s COVID-mitigation guidelines. Dropping
off too early threatens our ability to sustain in-person learning. 7:30AM is the earliest

students should be dropped off at school to ensure immediate building entry, and
supervision upon arrival. Thanks for everyone’s cooperation in this matter.

Register To Vote. The campaign signs visible about town are signaling local elections on
the horizon – Tuesday, April 6th 2021. In Fort Collins, there are seven ballot issues, plus
mayoral, and city council seats to be decided by voters. It’s a good time to push voter
registration, and to promote participation in these elections. Local officials have a sure
impact on charter schools; and, electing good ones is always important to Liberty Common
School. Citizens 16 years of age, and older can register to vote. Those 18 and older can
vote. There is an official Larimer County voter center in the Aristotle Room on the LCHS
campus, complete with county Deputy Registrars on staff to facilitate registration. Online
registration is a snap, too – just CLICK HERE (you’ll need a CO Driver’s License, permit,
or state-issued identification to proceed). For info about Fort Collins candidates, and ballot
issues CLICK HERE. If you live outside of Fort Collins, please check your city’s or town’s
website for election information. Most Colorado municipalities also conduct elections on
April 6th.

2021 Parent Survey. Parents, please complete a student-specific survey spanning all
grades k-12. Student-specific surveys should be filled out for each child. Please complete
by March 12th.
CLICK HERE to take the elementary survey.
CLICK HERE to take the junior-high survey.
CLICK HERE to take the high-school survey.
Thank you in advance for taking time to give feedback.

Assistant-Payroll-Specialist Position Open. Liberty Common School is looking for an
exemplary candidate to join its Operations Team for immediate hire. CLICK HERE to view
the job posting.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.

Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, March 25, 6:00PM | At LCS.

Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.
Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

