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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is Yayoi Kusama Week at LCS.
Next week is Yayoi Kusama Week at LCS. Yayoi Kusama
(1929 – ) made her first Infinity Mirror room in 1965.
Kusama is a famously provocative avant-garde artist, best
known for her works featuring repeating motifs and
psychedelic imagery that evoke themes of psychology,
feminism, obsession, creation, destruction, and intense
self-reflection. Kusama is the best-selling living female
artist, with works breaking record prices at auction. She
currently lives and works in Tokyo.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

The Idea Door Is Ajar
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Big thanks to the 126 parents who participated in the recent annual parent survey
conducted by the school’s Board of Directors. Candidly, this year’s wasn’t the biggest
response the school has ever received, but the feedback seems fairly honed, and
reflective of the total sample.
Parents indicated they’re enthusiastic about the school’s academic strategies, and pleased
with efforts to keep the school open throughout the year despite the pandemic. Character
education received high marks, and glowing comments.

Praise for Liberty’s professional classroom instructors was nearly off the charts. As the
school’s Headmaster, I’m pretty proud of that.
Still, my attention tends to be drawn to the much-appreciated suggestions about things we
can do better. For example, topics needing more communications emphases are the
school’s objectives in reading from the “Great Books List,” and Liberty’s philosophy on
teaching Latin, according to a handful of respondents.
A few other “opportunities for improvement” were attentively articulated in the open-ended,
parent-comment section of the survey. Please be confident these responses are carefully
reviewed, and considered by both the BOD, and by the school’s administration.
The annual survey is but one tool used to prompt parent input, and hardly a narrow
opportunity. The school thrives on good ideas, suggestions, and parent
participation. Please consider all administrator doors to be ajar, BOD inboxes wide open,
interest high, and opinions welcome, always.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Unique Employment Opportunity at Liberty. Liberty is undertaking an impactful special
project during the 2022 Fiscal Year (July 2021 - June 2022). Funded by the Daniels Fund,
this project will create an online and opensource repository of Liberty's practices,
procedures, systems, and templates, availing the school's top-rated strategies to more
American students.
CLICK HERE to learn more about this employment opportunity.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
CMAS State Testing Begins April 5th. Standardized
tests will be administered to students in the 3rd - 6th
grades, beginning Monday April 5, 2021. Please CLICK
HERE to view the testing schedule for your student. It is
important for students to go to bed early, eat a healthy
breakfast with protein and arrive to school on time. Please
plan student appointments and schedules
accordingly. When students are absent during testing, it
creates a burden on the staff to administer make-up exams for individual students. These
tests have enormous value. The school relies on the results of these and other tests when
evaluating our curricula, or programs, and there are state compliance requirements Liberty
must maintain in order to operate as a viable charter-public school.

CSU Research On Parents. Participate in a CSU research project studying parenting in
the pandemic, and get $5. PhD-candidate researchers are asking LCS parents to help
them by completing a 15-20 minute online survey asking about your experience as a
parent during the COVID-19 pandemic. Requirements: You are a parent with a
child/children aged 4 to 12 years old (one parent per household); and, you have access to
a networked device (smartphone or computer). You will receive a $5 gift card for your
participation. CLICK HERE to complete the survey – you’ll need a password which is
RamsPintheP.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Books of the Week
Modern Classic. One of our more modern
Great-Books authors, William Joyce, boasts
three titles on the Primary, 1st-, and 2 nd grade lists. Santa Calls, The Leaf Men and
the Brave Good Bugs, and Dinosaur Bob and
His Adventures with the Family are only a
few books from his expansive and stunning
repertoire. Known for his ability to transcend
any one style, Joyce’s artistic abilities evolve
with changing technology, while still
remaining firmly rooted in traditional book
publishing.
Reading a William Joyce book is to dive so
completely into a whirl of colors, textures,
and vivid wordplay that coming back to reality
is often tinged with disappointment. “I am
driven by whim, circumstance, enthusiasm,
and the insatiable need to create an alternative reality that amplifies my hopes and purges
my demons,” Joyce said. Flipping through The Leaf Men, readers really get a sense of that
whimsy, that alternative reality filled with hope, adventure, and the tenacity many have
come to associate with William Joyce characters.

Joyce is considered an icon in children’s literature. He has made a name for himself in
film, art, and production. He is credited with conceptual, and art design for such multimillion dollar projects as Disney’s Toy Story, and A Bug’s Life. He’s even gone on to win
an Academy Award for his animated short film “The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris
Lessmore.” The book version became a bestseller, and one of Mrs. Gowing’s favorite
children’s books. William Joyce is one of the few GB authors who is still writing
today. There seems to be no end in sight for this master of storytelling!

Elementary School Calendar
March 29 | Character-Education Assembly | Speaker is Mrs. Debbie Wood,
LCS 3rd-grade teacher | K-3rd graders attend assembly from 8:10-8:45, 4-6th
graders attend assembly from 8:55-9:35.
April 2 | Good Friday | No School.
April 5 | Human Growth and Development Parent Mtg. | 6:00PM.
April 12 | Public-Information Night | LCHS | 6:30PM.
April 16 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
April 26 | Public-Info Mtg. | LCS | 6:30PM.
April 26 | Spirit Week | Student Council Sponsored.
April 29 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.
May 3 - 7 | Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week.
May 7 | Free-Dress Day.
May 13 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 14 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
May 17 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 20 | Olympic Day.
May 21 | Free-Dress Day.
May 21 | Last Day of School, 1/2 Day, 11:00 AM release.
May 21 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 21 | LCHS Graduation.
May 27 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCHS.

Pandemic Response Updates
There are no known new COVID cases to report this week.

From Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus,
Assistant Principal

Parents Are Junior-High Homeroom Teachers
By: Sandy Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal
It’s Monday morning, and the scholars of the mighty LCHS class of 2027 (current 6 th
graders) are eagerly submitting their 7th-grade course-registration forms. After a fun-filled,

information-packed 6 th-Grade Day (held just before Spring Break), they now have a better
idea of what to expect in junior-high.
Although they have been well prepared, junior high is a big transition, and parents are key
members of their child’s 7th-grade team.

When I moved from the high school to the elementary-school’s administrative team, I
immediately noticed the all-encompassing role of the elementary (K-6) homeroom
teacher. The elementary-school homeroom teacher is an expert in all things Core
Knowledge (literature, history, geography, science) – a leader in skills-based teaching,
and a master of pedagogy (the craft of teaching, and learning).
He or she knows the students intimately being fully aware of their academic strengths,
weakness, and needs. These professional instructors know their students’ friends, their
pet’s names, and what confusion looks like on their face.
They know when a close family member is ill, which parent they spent the weekend with in
a two-household family, food allergies, and medical conditions. These teachers make a
special effort to connect with their students around their interests, challenges, and
accomplishments.
By collaborating with parents, they see the big-picture of each one of their 29
students. You might call them superheroes. I certainly do.
Similarly, our 7 th-grade team of professional teachers is fabulous, brilliant, and
devoted. Its content expertise is elite, bar-none. It prioritizes grade-level collaboration to
support student success, and its members’ investment in the social experience, and
leadership development of students through the Order System is remarkable.
The entire LCHS staff, and administrators celebrate virtue, and point students to what is
good, true, beautiful, and perfect. These junior-high instructors notice student needs, and
elicit parent involvement when concerns arise.
Parents of 7 th graders are
amazed at how well the
teachers, staff, and
administrators get to know
their child. These teachers
understand the value of
relationships in teaching, and
learning, and they actually
like teenagers. You might call
them superstars. I certainly
do.

In contrast to elementary
homeroom teachers, the
junior-high teachers interact
with more than a hundred
students each day, and have
only 45 minutes to teach their
content. Therefore, our 12and 13-year-old students
transitioning into the 7th
grade require an extra-heavy
dose of parental involvement.

Students no longer have that one adult at school who maintains the big picture; but, the
big picture is still critical. This perspective is now held solely by the parent. The parent
truly becomes the junior-high student’s homeroom teacher, and this can make all the
difference to a successful transition in the junior-high experience.
What are some components of the big picture? Seventh-grade parents should know their
child’s daily schedule (8 periods/8 teachers). They should check their child’s planner
regularly, assist with their organizational system, support homework, know when they
have upcoming quizzes and tests, and assist in studying, communicating with teachers,
and checking PowerSchool, and Google Classroom regularly.
During this unique, and vulnerable development stage of maturity, junior-high parents
should be encouraging their children to be involved in extracurricular activities, know their
friends, support a healthy diet, monitor sleep habits, and be tuned into their emotional
well-being.
*Parents should keep a very close eye on their child’s phone/email/socialmedia/computer/video-game activity. Parents may even chaperone school social events
(see my article on parents as chaperones).
Of course, we should always inspire and encourage personal responsibility, and certainly
hold our students accountable for their choices. However, this is definitely not the time for
parents to say, “He needs to be responsible for himself,” or, “She’ll have to figure it out on
her own.”
Seventh grade is the year for parents
to be fully present, and intimately
acquainted with everything in their 7thgrader’s life. When this can be
accomplished, the final years of high
school soar – such Liberty Common
scholars will be far better equipped to
be independent, to apply the
knowledge, skills, and virtue they’ve
acquired, and to confidently solve
complex problems under the tutelage
of expert instructors.
They will value their parents, consult
them on decisions, ask for help and support when needed, and increasingly grow in
personal responsibility as they mature into adulthood.
For more ideas, and support during these transition years, consider the following books,
Parenting Teens the Love and Logic Way by Foster Cline, MD and Jim Fay, and The
Teenage Brain by Frances E. Jensen, MD.
*(Consider holding off on entrusting young teens with phones, and social media until you
feel confident your child is ready; and, take seriously parental controls and limiting use of
phones, computers, and video games).

Alumni Update From Tyler Wolfe, LCHS ’19,
University of Northern Colorado in Greeley, CO.

Those attending last night’s Board of Directors meeting got to hear LCHS art-department
chair Mrs. Megan Salazar, fellow art instructors Mr. Rex Seiple, Mrs. Tracy Nichols , and
Mrs. Erin Grandprey kvell ebullient about some of our alumni who are pursuing postsecondary studies, and careers in the arts. Their remarks were part of the art department’s
annual report to the Board.
Declared among the more distingué sensations was none other than 2019 grad Tyler
Wolfe. The budding artist, and artistic entrepreneur peddles his wares, and considerable
talents online – CLICK HERE. There, one finds the following greeting, which doubles as
an excellent “Alumni Update.”
“My name is Tyler Wolfe, nice to meet you! I am an artist, designer, creator, and
entrepreneur in the Northern Colorado area. I specialize in bright colorful illustration but as
you can see from my work gallery, I have experience in many different mediums and a
diverse set of skills.
“I love to create and express both ideas through creative expression in the visual arts.
“I have experience in freelance illustration and have taken many different commissions. I
thrive on communicating with clients in order to get them a design that they are pleased
with.
“I have vast experience in both traditional and digital media and I have worked as a
graphic designer for Leapin’ Lizard Labels and have entrepreneurship experience through
the Monfort College of Business’ Entrepreneurial challenge team.”
Bravo Tyler! You make your former LCS art instructors exceedingly proud, along with
everyone else here at your alma mater. Go Bears!

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message

Mr. McDonald

Junior-High Sports:
8th Boys' Basketball Ends on High Note. The 8th-grade-boys basketball team, on
March 11th, wrapped up its undefeated season. Its record on the season was 7-0 winning
by an average margin of 57-26. It was able to avenge its only losses of the previous year
to Highland with a 43-37 victory on March 9th – an unbelievable 11-0 run with just 1’:30”
left in the game which brought our Eagles out on top. It was a fantastic way to end its
members’ junior-high-basketball careers.

Spring Schedule- The following schedule is the anticipated start and end dates for the
following junior-high sports:
Girls' Basketball (7th and 8th): Through April 16.
Boys' Soccer (6th-8th): Through April 16.
Track and Field (6th-8th): April 19 - May 21.
Girls' Soccer (6th-8th): April 19 - May 21.
Upcoming Events7th Girls' Basketball
Mon, 3/29, 4PM, Away, at Highland.
Wed, 4/1, 4PM, Away, at Frontier Academy.
8th Girls' Basketball
Mon, 3/29, 4PM, Home, vs Highland.
Wed, 4/1, 4PM, Home, vs Frontier Academy.
JH Boys' Soccer

Wed, 3/31, 4PM, Home, vs Lincoln.
Fri, 4/2, 4PM, Home, vs Lincoln.

High-School Sports:
Women's Swimming Shines at State Meet. Our women's swimming team had a
fantastic 9th-place-team finish at state over spring break, which is an incredible
accomplishment for a second-year program. Elsa Fullerton broke her own school records
in the 200m free, and the 500m free. Lily Morrison also broke her own school record in
the 50m free, Megan Zupancic broke a school record in the 100m backstroke, while our
team blew away the school record in the 400m free relay. Meet results can be FOUND
HERE.

Volleyball, Men's Soccer Start Undefeated. Our high-school volleyball team started the

season with a bang as it defeated Saint Mary's High School, and Jefferson High School
over spring break. After falling behind to Jefferson Academy 2-0, our young team battled
back to take the match 3-2 in a thrilling victory. The men's soccer team also started its
season in a dominating fashion as it has beaten its opponents with a combined score of
27-0 over three games. Our Eagles are ranked #3 in the state as they head into the middle
half of the season.
Men's Swimming Interest Meeting. All high-school men interested in swimming are
invited to an informational meeting in Diophantus Room (156) on Tue 3/30, during 9th
hour.
Upcoming EventsWomen's Volleyball
Tue, 3/30, 6:30PM, Away, at FlatIrons Academy.
Thu, 4/1, 6:30PM, Home, vs Valley.
Sat, 4/3, 1:00PM, Away, at Strasburg.
Men's Soccer
Tue, 3/30, 4PM, Home, vs Frontier Academy at Kroh Park in Loveland, CO.
Thu, 4/1, 4PM, Home, vs Sterling at Kroh Park in Loveland, CO.
Sat, 4/3, 12PM, Away, JV at Colorado Academy.

Every Family A Donor
Thank You Liberty Gives Day Sponsors. These generous sponsors helped to make our
Liberty Gives Day a success by donating to our matching gifts challenge. In return, we
encourage you to give patronage to their businesses as a way to say thanks.
Range View Oral & Facial Surgery. Range View
provides the highest standard of care for your dental
implants, wisdom teeth removal, TMJ, corrective jaw
surgery, and more. Visit Dr. Auble for your oral and facial
surgery needs.

Orthopaedic & Spine Center of the Rockies. The
leaders in orthopaedics in Northern Colorado since
1969. The Orthopaedic & Spine Center of the
Rockies has locations throughout the region where
they provide patients with the highest quality, state-ofthe-art comprehensive care for all orthopedic needs. All
orthopedic specialties are represented.
Chimney Trail. This veteran owned company delivers kits to
your door each quarter that provide the tools and inspiration you
need to adventure with your kids. Chimney Trail has created a
subscription-based network of family adventure travel guides
and tools to help families create outdoors experiences that will
be remembered for a lifetime. Sign up now to receive your first
Waypoint Kit.

After School Kindness. A.S.K. provides highly effective
programs that focus on the growth and development of students
in and outside the classroom. Programs include Academic
Tutoring, Fun Camps, Kindness Education, and After School &
In-Home Care. Because Kindness Matters.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Our National Alienation and Amnesia
By William J. Bennett
June 29, 2007
How do we ask our children to fight, and perhaps die, for a
country they do not know?
Tens of millions of Americans are about to celebrate our
nation’s Founding. The worrisome question is, will future
generations take to this celebration the way we have for the
past 231 years ...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 139. Program. Programs for dances are
often filled out before going to the dance. Whenever
the program is made up, a girl’s escort is responsible
for her good time at the dance. He must see that the
program is filled with desirable dancers. When in
doubt, consult the girl before forcing some partner on
her. The boy takes for his dances the first and last
dance, and the dance before and after the refreshments.
"If the girl is to fill out her own program, the boy should be sure to exchange dances, and
watch his partner’s program. If no dance program is used, a boy must be ever watchful to
be sure the girl has a partner for every dance. If the girl is an out-of-town guest, the boy
must assume complete charge of her program.”

News Worth Repeating
Elementary Summer- Camp Registration Now
Open. Academic summer- camp sessions are designed for
students in need of extra support to maintain their reading
and math skills over the summer months.
Art camp with Mrs. Nichols will be a fun-filled opportunity
for campers to explore a variety of art materials and
techniques.
Registration is on a first-come-first-served basis. An $80 non-refundable deposit is
required to pre-register your child. The remaining balance will be requested two weeks
before the session begins, and is due on or before the first day of camp. CLICK HERE
to register.
Art Camp with Mrs. Nichols

Monday, June 8th – Friday, June 12th , 9:00 am - 12:00 noon.

Reading Camp (rising 1st-6 th. grades) Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 10:30am – 12:30pm.
Math Camp (rising 1st-6 th grades)
Tutoring

Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 8:00am – 10:00am.
Individualized tutoring with a Liberty Common School teacher

2021-22 Classroom Placements. One thing parents and students are starting to think
about is who their teacher or teachers will be for next year.
For students entering 1 st – 6 th grade, the current teacher determines what teacher the
student will have for the next year. On occasion, a discussion with the Academic Support
Team or administration occurs to assist in the decision-making process as well. Liberty
teachers take this responsibility very seriously and put a great amount of thought and
energy into making the placements.
Please note that younger siblings of any K-6 students will not automatically be assigned
the same teacher that the older sibling had. Placement considerations include:
The student’s learning style,
Reading ability,
Academic strengths and weaknesses,
Personality,
Behavior,
The number of boys and girls in each class,
Peer relationships,
Distribution of new students.
Our faculty looks long and hard at this information and ultimately attempts to properly
place each student into the classes for the next year. The teachers have just spent nine
months working with the students and have developed a great understanding of them. It is
important that we support their decisions. The teacher assignments will be released one
week prior to the Ice-Cream Social.
If for some reason there are serious concerns that you feel need to be taken into
consideration, you may submit an appeal to Mr. Churchill by April 23 rd, 2021. There is no
guarantee that a change of placement will occur. Thanks for your cooperation and
understanding with this matter.
We look forward to working with you and your children for the upcoming 2021-2022 school
year.

School Supplies Made Simple. Next year, Liberty will again be working with a company
called Educational Products, Inc., which will provide an option for parents to easily
purchase school supplies. The option enables parents to purchase all supplies in one
transaction, and they’ll show up on your front step before school starts. We hope this
service proves to be beneficial to lots of Liberty families, and restores for parents a big
chunk of back-to-school time, and money. Ordering begins on April 10, 2021. Please
CLICK HERE for more information.

Register To Vote. The campaign signs visible about town are signaling local elections on
the horizon – Tuesday, April 6th 2021. In Fort Collins, there are seven ballot issues, plus
mayoral, and city council seats to be decided by voters. It’s a good time to push voter
registration, and to promote participation in these elections. Local officials have a sure
impact on charter schools; and, electing good ones is always important to Liberty Common
School. Citizens 16 years of age, and older can register to vote. Those 18 and older can
vote. There is an official Larimer County voter center in the Aristotle Room on the LCHS
campus, complete with county Deputy Registrars on staff to facilitate registration. Online
registration is a snap, too – just CLICK HERE (you’ll need a CO Driver’s License, permit,
or state-issued identification to proceed). For info about Fort Collins candidates, and ballot
issues CLICK HERE. If you live outside of Fort Collins, please check your city’s or town’s
website for election information. Most Colorado municipalities also conduct elections on

April 6th.

Employment Openings At Liberty. We have posted a few open positions on our
website. Please help distribute these employment opportunities that we may find perfect
candidates:
Computer Science & Math Instructor – CLICK HERE.
Latin & History Instructor – CLICK HERE.
Assistant Payroll Specialist – CLICK HERE.

Unique Employment Opportunity at Liberty. Liberty is undertaking an impactful special
project during the 2022 Fiscal Year (July 2021 - June 2022). Funded by the Daniels Fund,
this project will create an online and opensource repository of Liberty's practices,
procedures, systems, and templates, availing the school's top-rated strategies to more
American students.
CLICK HERE to learn more about this employment opportunity.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in

Liberty Common Sense.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, April 29, 6:00PM | At LCS.

Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.
Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

