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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is Johann Sebastian Bach Week at LCS.
Next week is Johann Sebastian Bach Week at
LCS. Bach (1685 - 1749) played the harpsichord, organ, and
violin. His ideas and skill still leave us all in awe. His
profoundly religious education contributed to his contention
that everything he did, composed, and played was an act of
prayer. His Brandenburg Concertos were perhaps his most
popular works. In 1733, Bach became Royal Court
Composer to the King of Poland. Bach is considered one of
the world’s most brilliant and prolific composers.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Spring Break, Screen Break
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty’s Spring Break begins in just a few hours; and, everyone in the school –
instructors, support staff, administrators, but especially students – is anxious for nine
consecutive days of no school. Students: Don’t blow it.
School is but one place we
learn, acquire knowledge,
and accomplish moral
growth. When we’re in
school, we’re not
experiencing the many other
crucial aspects of education
that take place
elsewhere. Spring Break is a
massive opportunity for
valuable non-school learning.
Stay off screens. Gaming,
television gazing, or other
forms of mindless zoning-out
on a screen is a bad
idea. Sleeping more would be better.
Find creative ways to learn something. Have purposeful conversations with adults. Take in
some lectures together, and talk about them (see the Adam Smith Week, and 19th
Amendment notices below). Build something. Create something. Improve
something. Travel. Read books. Worship.
Squandering a single hour of the next nine days would be tragic. School is a great thing;
but it’s not everything when it comes to the renewing, and strengthening of one’s mind,
body, and soul.
Make your Spring Break into some kind of learning adventure. Come back on Monday
afterwards, and tell me about it.

All-School Newsworthy Notices

Liberty-Gives Day. To all Liberty Common School friends, and family: Thank you for
participating in our first-ever Liberty-Gives Day. In just a matter of hours, we raised over
61,000 in a 24-hour period—wow! Everyone is so grateful to be a part of such a generous,
and invested learning community. Thank you for helping to make Liberty Gives day a
success, and for ensuring Liberty Common School prevails in academic excellence.
Cause-Fundraising Totals. Following are the final numbers for each of our Liberty Gives
Day causes:
Elementary Gym Improvements: $6,507
Fine Arts: $10,837
General Fund: $17,200
High School Athletics: $11,285
Mariya Garland Scholarship Fund: $16,116
Thank You Sponsors. The multitudes of generous Liberty-Gives-Day sponsors made it
possible for the targeted “Causes” to compete for bonus matching gifts on Liberty-Gives
Day. We are grateful for the partnership of our growing cadre of sponsors.

Employment Openings At Liberty. Our wonderful computer-science/physics instructor,
Ms. Hannah Erdevig is leaving Liberty, after this semester, to pursue her next chapter
elsewhere. We are thankful for her years of dedicated service to her students, and our
school; and we wish her a fond farewell. As a result, we have now posted her position on
our website alongside other open-job postings. Please help distribute these employment
opportunities that we may find perfect candidates:
Computer Science & Math Instructor – CLICK HERE.
Latin & History Instructor – CLICK HERE.
Assistant Payroll Specialist – CLICK HERE.

School Candidate Forum For Liberty
Parents. There are four parent candidates
offering to fill two seats on the Liberty Common
School Board of Directors. We need all parents to
vote. To help prepare, the BOD is hosting a
candidate forum featuring remarks by each
candidate on Thursday, March 25th at 6:00PM at
Liberty Common Elementary School. The BOD
plays an integral role in sustaining the mission and
vision of our excellent school. Candidate profiles will be posted here, (but not until just
after Spring Break). Voting will take place during the week of April 19-23. For an election to
be official, 50% of all eligible voters must cast a ballot; and, each elected member must
receive at least 25% of eligible votes.

Spring-Break Economics Lectures. There is a great
series of economics lectures planned all next week
produced by The College of Charleston’s (South Carolina)
Center For Public Choice And Market Process. The
Center’s director, Dr. Peter Calcagno brought a delegation
of CofC scholars to Liberty Common School a few years
ago, and delivered a classroom lecture. Liberty Common
School faculty members have flown out to Charleston over
the past few years to attend the Center’s annual “Adam
Smith Week” event. The pandemic has forced this year’s
event online meaning anyone can attend, and for
free. CLICK HERE for the lecture schedule, and
registration instructions. CLICK HERE for a brief article featuring the beneficial economicseducation relationship built between CofC, and LCS.

Chat With Truth, Stanton, Paul. If you ever wanted to meet Sojourner Truth, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, or Alice Paul, now’s your chance, sort of. Next Thursday 18 March 2021
from 2:00 – 3:00PM (MDT), our friends at The Center for Education Reform are
conducting a live videoconference chat with historical impersonators. The conversation
centers around the 19th Amendment (women’s voting right) . CLICK HERE to register in
advance.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
2021-22 Classroom Placements. One thing parents and students are starting to think
about is who their teacher or teachers will be for next year.
For students entering 1 st – 6 th grade, the current teacher determines what teacher the
student will have for the next year. On occasion, a discussion with the Academic Support
Team or administration occurs to assist in the decision-making process as well. Liberty
teachers take this responsibility very seriously and put a great amount of thought and
energy into making the placements.
Please note that younger siblings of any K-6 students will not automatically be assigned
the same teacher that the older sibling had. Placement considerations include:
The student’s learning style,
Reading ability,
Academic strengths and weaknesses,
Personality,
Behavior,
The number of boys and girls in each class,
Peer relationships,
Distribution of new students.
Our faculty looks long and hard at this information and ultimately attempts to properly
place each student into the classes for the next year. The teachers have just spent nine
months working with the students and have developed a great understanding of them. It is
important that we support their decisions. The teacher assignments will be released one
week prior to the Ice-Cream Social.
If for some reason there are serious concerns that you feel need to be taken into
consideration, you may submit an appeal to Mr. Churchill by April 23 rd, 2021. There is no
guarantee that a change of placement will occur. Thanks for your cooperation and
understanding with this matter.
We look forward to working with you and your children for the upcoming 2021-2022 school
year.

School Supplies Made Simple. Next
year, Liberty will again be working with a
company called Educational Products, Inc.,
which will provide an option for parents to
easily purchase school supplies. The option
enables parents to purchase all supplies in
one transaction, and they’ll show up on
your front step before school starts. We
hope this service proves to be beneficial to
lots of Liberty families, and restores for
parents a big chunk of back-to-school time,
and money. Please see the nearby EPI
graphic for more information.

Elementary School Calendar
March 12 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All day.
March 12 | 3rd Quarter ends.

March 14 | Daylight-Savings Time Begins.
March 13-21 | Spring Break | No School.
March 23 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30PM | LCS.
March 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.
March 26 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
March 29 | Character-Education Assembly | Speaker is Mrs. Debbie Wood,
LCS 3rd-grade teacher | K-3rd graders attend assembly from 8:10-8:45, 4-6th
graders attend assembly from 8:55-9:35.
April 2 | Good Friday | No School.
April 5 | Human Growth and Development Parent Mtg. | 6:00PM.
April 12 | Public-Information Night | LCHS | 6:30PM.
April 16 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
April 26 | Public-Info Mtg. | LCS | 6:30PM.
April 26 | Spirit Week | Student Council Sponsored.
April 29 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.
May 3 - 7 | Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week.
May 7 | Free-Dress Day.
May 13 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 14 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
May 17 | Kindergarten Roundup.
May 20 | Olympic Day.
May 21 | Free-Dress Day.
May 21 | Last Day of School, 1/2 Day, 11:00 AM release.
May 21 | 4th Quarter Ends.
May 21 | LCHS Graduation.
May 27 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCHS.

Pandemic Response Updates
There are no known new COVID cases to report this week.

Message From Liberty Common BOD
As we approach the one-year mark of COVID-19 changing our world, the members of the
Board of Directors remain extremely proud of our school community. Even during these
challenging times, our students are still receiving the high-quality education they deserve!
It’s hard to believe that a year ago, kids left for Spring Break and remained virtual for the
remainder of the year. In just one week, the administration, and teachers came up with a
plan, and totally pivoted to provide outstanding education online. All summer long, they
worked diligently to ensure the school would be ready for in-person and/or virtual learning
as health mandates required.
Liberty families have also remained steadfast. Parents have provided consistent support,
and our students have remained resilient throughout the entire process.
One group of teaching professionals that has contributed enormously to student success,
both this year and in general, is our Academic Support Team. The AST is a true gem that
sets Liberty apart from other schools in the district, as it provides targeted teaching, and
skill building to any child who needs it. Liberty Common School is known for its academic
rigor. What many people don’t know is there is an entire team of AST professionals
dedicated to supporting all children no matter their learning style.
While there are many valuable services AST provides, a few
highlights for parents (particularly at the high school) to be aware
of include the following: Any student who needs homework

assistance is welcome at the AST 9th -Hour study halls. AST
members, and sometimes peer tutors, are there to provide
individualized assistance.
Sometimes students are overwhelmed organizationally. Parents,
and instructors can refer students to the “Student-Teacher
Assistance Team” for participation in a “Liberty 101” course to help
acquire organizational skills fast. AST also has many resources on
its website to assist with organization, notetaking, study skills,
reading strategies and more.
Finally, many parents may not be aware the homework schedule for every junior-high/highschool class is consolidated on AST’s homework board at its website. Not sure what
your child has for homework? Check the website.
In these times of great change, and lots of stress, we are extremely grateful to have AST
backing up all Liberty kids, and supporting them when they need it.

Alumni Update From Elliot McCormick. LCHS
Class of 19' Now Attending CSU.

Hello Liberty Family!
It’s only been a year and a half since I graduated, but it feels like forever! So much has
changed in the way that we do school and live life. I’m currently at CSU working to
complete my degree in Electrical Engineering. College is an entirely different experience
from high school, but one that I know I will treasure. Liberty equipped me really well for my
journey, especially making time management and writing skills something that I didn’t have
to worry about learning on top of all of the challenging course work. Clear communication
is incredibly important in a STEM field, whether it be documenting results or giving a
technical presentation, so I’m really grateful that I don’t have to spend extra time learning
to communicate properly. My math and physics courses at Liberty really set me up well for
the more advanced college courses, and I didn’t even have to take chemistry thanks to AP
Chem.
I’m currently positioned in a research lab where I work with super-resolution microscopes.
Essentially, we use lasers and hopefully a machine learning network (the machine
learning code is still in progress) to image things that you wouldn’t be able to see with a
conventional microscope, with the goal of creating an accurate 3D image of things on the
order of less than 50 nm. To put that in perspective, a human hair is 80 micrometers,

which is 1600 times larger.
I’m also playing soccer with the CSU club team (when we can play, which hasn’t been
often due to COVID) and for various adult leagues around town. I’m looking forward to
when we are allowed to compete again at CSU, and for the upcoming Liberty soccer
season. (Shout out to my guys! I hope to make it to many of your games).
This summer, I’ve been granted an opportunity to use my love of soccer to serve the
communities of Chicago and Brazil. I am going to be serving with the Chicago Eagles
Summer Academy. The Eagles are the Midwest division of Missionary Athletes
International (MAI), a non-profit, interdenominational sports ministry (You can check them
out here: www.chicagoeagles.com). The goal of the Chicago Eagles is to share the
Gospel through the environment of soccer, and build a love for the game as they do it.
They are also committed to training athletes in the discipline of sports ministry. Throughout
the summer, I will have the chance to share my faith through camp outreach and clinic
ministries in both the inner city of Chicago and cities in Brazil. I will also be further
equipped to live out my faith both on and off the field through sports ministry training.
I am working on raising support to cover my expenses as a participant with the Eagles this
summer before I leave in May. Currently I’m halfway to my target goal. If you would be
interested in supporting me or learning more, I would love to talk with you! Feel free to
contact me at 970-825-9818 or elliot.m.mccormick@gmail.com. You can also donate
online by selecting my name at http://bit.ly/cesa2021.
I just want to encourage all of you guys to really enjoy your time in high school, (and junior
high). It’s an unique time of life, so much growth happens in those years. Covid may have
changed some things, but it can’t take away the opportunity to serve one another and
learn and grow and challenge one another, and to have some fun along the way. Seniors,
if you end up at CSU and you need anything, always feel free to shoot me a text!
Cheers,
Elliot McCormick, Class of 2019

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Junior-High Sports:
Spring Schedule- The following schedule anticipates start and end dates for the following
junior-high sports:
Girls' Basketball (7th and 8th): March 8 - April 16
Boys' Soccer (6th-8th): March 8 - April 16
Track and Field (6th-8th): April 19 - May 21
Girls' Soccer (6th-8th): April 19 - May 21
Upcoming Events7th Girls' Basketball

Mon, 3/22, 4PM, Away, at Frontier Academy.
Wed, 3/24, 4PM, Home, vs Platte Valley.
Fri, 3/26, 4PM, Home, vs Weld Central.
8th Girls' Basketball
Mon, 3/22, 4PM, Home, vs Frontier Academy.
Wed, 3/24, 4PM, Away, at Platte Valley.
Fri, 3/26, 4PM, Away, at Weld Central.
High-School Sports:
Upcoming EventsWomen's Swimming
RESCHEDULED. Mon, 3/15, 9AM, Away. State meet.
Women's Volleyball
Thu, 3/18, 7PM, Home, vs Saint Mary.
Sat, 3/20, 3PM, Home, vs Jefferson Academy.
Thu, 3/25, 7PM, Away, at Frontier Academy.
Men's Soccer
Tue, 3/16, 4PM, Away, at Sterling.
Thu, 3/18, 4PM, Home, vs Estes Park. At Kroh Park in Loveland, CO.
Sat, 3/20, 1PM, Home, vs Eagle Ridge. At Kroh Park in Loveland, CO.
Tue, 3/23, 4PM, Away, at Valley.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Character Education in the Discipline Process
By: Torgun Lovely, LCHS Principal
Kids make mistakes. When juvenile mistakes occur here at
Liberty, we view them as valuable learning opportunities –
occasions for lovingly asserting our character-education
objectives when they are most in need.
As a longtime educator, I am convinced the approaches we
have developed...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 138. Receiving-Line. On leaving the
dressing-room, the boy and girl met and go to the
dancing-room. The girl enters the room first, and
goes to the receiving-line. This may consist of a
hostess and her daughter, or there may be several
patronesses or chaperones. If it is a large dance,
with many in the receiving-line, the girl speaks her
name to the first in the receiving line. She is introduced on down the line, and shakes
hands with each one in the line, saying, 'How do you do?'
"There is no party hand-shake. A natural, firm handclasp is the only right kind. Avoid either
a limp offering of the hand or a vicelike grip.”

News Worth Repeating

Elementary Summer- Camp Registration Now Open. Academic summer- camp
sessions are designed for students in need of extra support to maintain their reading and
math skills over the summer months.
Art camp with Mrs. Nichols will be a fun-filled opportunity for campers to explore a variety
of art materials and techniques.
Registration is on a first-come-first-served basis. An $80 non-refundable deposit is
required to pre-register your child. The remaining balance will be requested two weeks
before the session begins, and is due on or before the first day of camp. CLICK HERE
to register.
Art Camp with Mrs. Nichols

Monday, June 8th – Friday, June 12th , 9:00 am - 12:00 noon.

Reading Camp (rising 1st-6 th. grades) Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 10:30am – 12:30pm.
Math Camp (rising 1st-6 th grades)
Tutoring

Monday, July 5th – Thursday, July 22nd, 8:00am – 10:00am.
Individualized tutoring with a Liberty Common School teacher

Register To Vote. The campaign signs visible about town are signaling local elections on
the horizon – Tuesday, April 6th 2021. In Fort Collins, there are seven ballot issues, plus
mayoral, and city council seats to be decided by voters. It’s a good time to push voter
registration, and to promote participation in these elections. Local officials have a sure
impact on charter schools; and, electing good ones is always important to Liberty Common
School. Citizens 16 years of age, and older can register to vote. Those 18 and older can
vote. There is an official Larimer County voter center in the Aristotle Room on the LCHS
campus, complete with county Deputy Registrars on staff to facilitate registration. Online
registration is a snap, too – just CLICK HERE (you’ll need a CO Driver’s License, permit,
or state-issued identification to proceed). For info about Fort Collins candidates, and ballot
issues CLICK HERE. If you live outside of Fort Collins, please check your city’s or town’s
website for election information. Most Colorado municipalities also conduct elections on
April 6th.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).

Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, March 25, 6:00PM | At LCS.

Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.
Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007

Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

