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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is Abraham Lincoln Week at LCS.
Abraham Lincoln was the 16th president of the United States and is
regarded as one of America’s greatest presidents due to his incredible
impact on the nation. He is remembered as the savior of the Union and

the emancipator of slaves.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Twisted Tales, and Stories Spun
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Who can resist the chance to learn about “Twisted Tales and Stories Spun: Textile
Traditions in Literature?” Mrs. Mary Renstrom, one of Liberty’s amazing English
instructors, will regale all who sign up to “Zoom” into her classroom as part of Liberty’s
sixth-annual “Festival of Ideas” on Saturday afternoon, February 27th.
All Liberty parents (k-12), grandparents,
faculty, alumni, admirers of the school, and
mature students certainly should not resist
the opportunity. Mrs. Renstrom joins a roster
of truly world-class presenters, and lecturers
who will deliver spellbinding lessons over a
videoconference platform.
There’s no cost. Simply register – CLICK
HERE.
LCHS art instructor Mr. Rex Seiple will
present on “The Art of Isolation.” Mr. Jared Dybzinski will cover “Surprised by Lewis: The
enduring and Timely Wonder of C.S. Lewis’s Life and Work.”
LCHS economics/history instructor Mr. Stanton Skerjanec will lead his audience to
“Strike at the Root: Exploring the Shared Mentality of Fascism and Communism.” Mrs.
Renstrom’s audience will gain valuable insight into the contributions of women in preindustrial societies.
Please CLICK HERE, and see elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense for details.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
City Declares School-Choice Week. Aligning
with National School-Choice Week (which
ended last weekend), the City of Fort Collins
adopted a Proclamation doubly dubbing the
week as Fort Collins School Choice
Week. Huzzahs to the LCHS House System’s

Director of Community Outreach Griffin
Kiesecker (’21) who worked with Ft. Collins
Mayor Wade Troxell in composing the
Proclamation text. The final adopted, signed,
sealed, and official Proclamation parchment
was delivered by the City Clerk to our school
last week, and now resides at our mighty
learning institution. Way to go Griffin! Way to
go Liberty Common School for, once again,
leading the way in the charter-school
movement.

Spotlight On Education Options. Liberty
Common School (k-12), today, received the
2021 School Choice Leadership Award from the
organizers of National School Choice
Week. The annual, nation-wide, week-long
commemoration ended last Saturday. Today,
the certificate arrived signed by the
organization’s president Andrew Campanella
who had this to say: “Together, we shined a
spotlight on effective k-12 education options for
children and succeeded in raising significant
public awareness, despite the global pandemic."
The citation also recognized our excellent
school for “providing quality education options for children and families in your community,
and for the year-long work you do to help students learn, thrive, succeed, and be
happy.” Pictured nearby is LCS 4th grader Kinsey Barlow displaying the prestigious
award.

2021 Parent Survey. Liberty Common School is always
looking to improve, and it needs every parent’s help. This
year we are asking parents to complete two surveys; general
(all k-12 Liberty families), and student-specific. Please CLICK
HERE to complete the general survey by February 26, 2021.
A link to the student- specific survey for all families spanning
all grades, will be included in next week’s Liberty Common
Sense.
These surveys are very important for the Board of Directors and administration to learn
about needs and areas where we can improve. Thank you in advance for taking time to
give feedback.

Festival of Ideas. At Festival of Ideas 2021, in addition to
an array of visiting speakers, we are featuring brilliant talks
by our engaging teachers. Here is a sampling of the line
up we have for you...
Dave Lunn: A World of Music in Your Backyard.
Ashley McAllister: Zero and Her Evil Twin , Infinity.
Stanton Skerjanec: Strike at the Root: Exploring
the Shared Mentality of Fascism and Communism.
Mary Renstrom: Twisted Tales and Stories Spun:
Textile Traditions in Literature.
Dr. Joel Penning: How to Start Your Own Country.
Rex Seiple: The Art of Isolation.
To learn more about our presentation offerings CLICK HERE.
To register for Festival of Ideas CLICK HERE.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Remote-Access Policy for LongTerm Absences. Given a handful of
recent parental requests for remote
classroom access where students are
quarantined for a few days, LCS has
developed administrative-policy
guidance extending a remote-access
option for long-term absences
only. Long-term absences are defined
as two weeks, or longer. Please
CLICK HERE to see the guidance
document.

We Love Our Volunteers.
Volunteer-Appreciation Week is next
week, Feb 8-11th. Thank you to our
incredible volunteers who take the time
to volunteer in classrooms, and the
library. Our volunteers sharpen pencils,
make copies, assist during student-lunch
times, sanitize desks, and computer
keyboards. Volunteers even provide
delicious lunches, and snacks to faculty,
and staff. Liberty Common volunteers are amazing, and are loved, and are the reason our
school has been one of the few to stay open during the pandemic. If you are an LCS

volunteer, please stop by the front office next week for a treat conveying our appreciation.

Static And Charged. First graders in Mrs. Jennifer
Brown’s classroom experimented with static electricity
this week. It took some time, however, to figure out why
the experiments were not working out as well as in years
past. It turns out, the new anti-COVID bipolar-needlepointionization system added to the school’s air-handling
system interfered with the kids’ efforts to polarize electrons
across balloons, and other objects. Applying extra work,
however, students generated friction sufficient to cause a
balloon to adhere to other charged objects in the classroom, including an energized
human face – as seen in the photo atop today’s edition of Liberty Common Sense.

The War Is On! Let’s get ready to
jingle. The LCS Student Council is
sponsoring its annual Penny Wars starting
Monday, February 22, and running
throughout the week ending on Friday,
February 26. All proceeds go to our
local Habitat for Humanity, which was
featured at our January Citizenship
Assembly. Rules of War: 1) Coins, rolls of
coins, and bills are all accepted. 2) Pennies
add to your grade’s total. 3) Silver coins and bills subtract from other grades' totals. 4) No
money will be accepted after 12:30PM on Friday, February 26. The winning grade level
will be treated to a special prize!
Bookfair. The 2021 Usborne bookfair is scheduled March 1 st March 5 th. Students and parents may browse the fair, see what they
like, and place orders online. In-person purchases are limited to the
last day of the bookfair, Friday March 5th. The Constance Behr
Memorial Library will be open after school each day (adhering to
COVID-capacity guidelines). Additionally, parents can come browse
the fair, and place orders on the mornings of Monday, and
Wednesday from 8:00 – 11:00AM.

Lesson From The Crypt: What’s on the academic horizon for Liberty Common School’s
elementary-school scholars? True professional high-school instructors pick up where our
elementary school’s true professional instructors leave off. Here’s a glorious glimpse of

what that looks like – occasioned by this week’s COVID situation at the high school: LCHS
literature instructor Mr. Jared Dybzinski has been delivering underground lectures this
week, and last, to guide his students through the temporary remote-teaching period. Mrs.
Dybzinski surreptitiously captured fantastic video, Tuesday, memorializing our
sagacious instructor in action. So enraptured in the lecture was he, the animated
professor was caught in his basement studio, completely unawares. CLICK HERE, or on
the nearby video-linked image to see Liberty’s brand of academic fortitude on full display.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
What do Lewis Carroll, J.M. Barrie, Mark
Twain, C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and
Madeleine L’Engle all have in common? Other
than all being Liberty Great Books authors, each
one of them cites the Scottish author, poet, and
minister George MacDonald as his number-one
literary influence. MacDonald is, arguably, the
father of modern fantasy literature.
A more appropriate term would be the forgotten
father. While modern readers often idolize his
predecessors, they dismiss the Scotsman as dull,
depressing, and dreary. One literary editor even
went so far as to declare MacDonald a mere
“dead, unknown Scots writer.”
Yet without The Princess and Curdie, without At
the Back of the North Wind, there would be no
Middle Earth, no Narnia, no
Westeros. MacDonald was the first of his breed;
he was the first to take the elements of a fairy
tale, and turn it into proper fantasy, one of the
most popular genres of today.
After a stint as a minister – preaching God’s universal love and redemption for all,
MacDonald turned to writing. “I write,” he said, “not for children, but for the child-like,
whether they be five, or fifty, or seventy-five.” Boasting Lady Byron, wife of the famous
poet, as his benefactress, the author went on to mentor some of the most influential
authors of the 19th, 20 th, and 21 st centuries, including C.S. Lewis, and Neil
Gaiman. Aspiring authors can only hope to one day achieve this kind of far-flung
influence.
If MacDonald had not given his stamp of approval, Lewis Carroll might have never
mustered the courage to send Alice off for publication. We have George MacDonald to
thank for many of the stories we have come to love. When asked who he credits for
inspiring the writer within himself, C.S. Lewis answered,” I have never concealed the fact
that I regarded [MacDonald] as my master…I have never written a book in which I did not
quote from him.” So please, give George MacDonald a chance.
Have you ever heard of an author coming more highly recommended?

Elementary School Calendar
February 8 - February 11 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 12 | Professional Development | No School.
February 15 | President's Day | No School.
February 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCHS.
February 26 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
February 27 | Festival of Ideas.
March 1 - 5 | LCS Book Fair.

March 10 | Liberty Gives Day.
March 12 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All-day.
March 12 | 3rd Quarter ends.
March 15 - 19 | Spring Break | No School.

Pandemic Response Updates
Eight Cases. Liberty Common School learned, this week of one elementary school age,
one junior-high, four high-school students, and two high-school faculty/staff members who
have tested positive for COVID. Larimer County Department of Health and Environment is
engaged in contact tracing, and will be contacting families as appropriate.

Mr. Brett Harkey, Community

Relations and Director of
Fundraising Message

Generosity Indeed. Liberty-Gives Day.
By: Brett Harkey
Over the past ten months, the world of philanthropy has questioned what effects the
COVID-19 pandemic would have on charitable giving. While segments of the non-profit
world are struggling, here at Liberty Common School we have seen ever-increasing
displays of generosity.
Our year-end campaign, Generosity Unmasked, was historically unmatched. Yes, past
year-end campaigns at Liberty have resulted in significant giving; but, this year’s set the
high-water mark:
• Our goal of $250,000 was
reached more quickly than any
prior campaign at Liberty.
• Our total raised-to-date of over
$261,000 represents a 37%
increase over our prior best yearend campaign.
• Our total number of donations
represents a 43% increase over
our prior best year-end campaign.
• Our average donation amount
increased 14% when compared to
last year.
To all who participated, thank you!
While there are many reasons for
this kind of success, one thing is
certainly true: Our educational
community is a very unique one. There is an outpouring of gratitude for the excellent
educational experience our students enjoy, for our expert and caring faculty, for the
institutional fortitude to do whatever it takes to continue our educational trajectory amid a
pandemic.

We are all fortunate and blessed to be connected to Liberty Common School. Not ones to
rest on our laurels, we continue to press forward toward goodness, truth, beauty, and
perfection.
Our next major opportunity to fortify our worthy learning institution occurs March 10. On
that date, we will launch our first-ever Liberty Gives Day. This 24-hour campaign will
transpire completely online, and will feature several exciting challenges.
Be on the lookout in future editions of Liberty Common Sense, and on our social-media
outlets for guidance on how you can make Liberty Gives Day our next smashing
success. Help sustain Liberty Common School as the premier primary and secondary
school in the Mountain West.
Mark your calendars now for March 10 th, LCS’s first Liberty Gives Day.

Alumni Update From Evelyn (Wagner)
Hernandez, LCHS ’15, Now Working in San
Marcos, TX.

She’s hitched! LCHS ’15 alumna Evelyn Wagner now goes by Evelyn Hernandez after
marrying Mr. John Paul Hernandez on October 24, 2020. The event was, in Evie’s words,
“the wedding of our dreams.”
The 2019 graduate of Benedictine College reports, “The weather held nicely, no one got
COVID, and we were surrounded by all our family and friends! It was truly a most joyous
day that I am still reliving.
“After a quick honeymoon, we returned to San Marcos (Texas), and began our married life
by moving into a sweet, little duplex only a few minutes away from campus. We have
enjoyed hosting students for Bible studies, dinners, and game nights. Like my mother
says, ‘marriage is living life in color.’
“For the holidays we were blessed to spend time with both of our families. We returned to
San Marcos the second week of January, and joined our (missionary) team for a silent
retreat, and lots of planning meetings.”
For more information about Mrs. Hernandez’ FOCUS missionary work serving the

students of Texas State University, CLICK HERE.
Go Ravens! Go Bobcats!

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Junior-High Sports:
7th & 8th Volleyball
Our volleyball teams will resume practice on Monday Feb 8 2021 at the previously
scheduled times. Please make sure to submit registration before we resume practice.
Upcoming Events7th Volleyball
Wed, 2/10, 4PM, Away, at Highland.
8th Volleyball
Wed, 2/10, 4PM, Home, vs Highland.
7th- & 8 th-Boys' Basketball
Tryouts for junior-high boys' basketball begin on Monday Feb 8 2021 in the elementary
gym. 7th grade will take place from 3:45-5:15 PM, 8th grade will take place from 6:30-8:30
PM.

High-School Sports:
Normal practice schedules resume Mon Feb 8 2021 at the previously scheduled
times. Please make sure to submit registration before we resume practice.
Women's Swimming
Wed, 2/10, 5PM, Away, at Eaton.
Fri, 2/12, 5PM, Away, at Valley.
Women's Basketball
Tue, 2/9, 7PM, Home, vs Sterling.
Thu, 2/11, 7PM, Away, at Valley.
Sat, 2/13. 4PM, Home, vs Ponderosa.
Men's Basketball
Wed, 2/10, 7PM, Away, at Eaton.
Fri, 2/12, 7PM, Home, vs Valley.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Handwriting – It’s Good for Your Brain!
By: Laurel Van Maren, Founder

There is a Chinese dance recital video in which Chinese
teenagers show the remarkable dance skills they have learned
during the course of their studies. The title of it is “Be more
beautiful also need hard to pay."
In the western tradition, a classical education seeks to instill in
children a capacity to identify and a desire to
exemplify... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 133. Kinds. Boys and girls, learn to dance
correctly, so that you will not be awkward and
conspicuous in your dancing. Dances are of several
kinds. There is the private dance, given by one or two
friends; the school dance; a club dance; and the
public dance.”

News Worth Repeating
LCS Book Fair. The annual LCS Book Fair is coming
March 1 st-5 th, and the Constance Behr Memorial
Library is in need of volunteers. Let's make the 2021
Book Fair one to remember. Click Here to be a part of
this popular event.

School-Illness Reminder. If your child is unwell, determine whether symptoms are
“major,” or “minor,” and follow this health-department guidance. According to Larimer
County public-health officers, illness symptoms are “major” if the patient is feeling feverish
or chilled, temperature of 100.4 oF or higher, loss of taste or smell, new or unexplained
persistent cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing. “Minor” symptoms include
sore throat, runny nose/congestion, muscle or body aches, headache, fatigue, nausea,
vomiting, and diarrhea. Any child exhibiting major or minor symptoms should not come to
school. CLICK HERE for more information.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
February 26 | March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Sports Physicals. Please make sure to take care of your sports physicals as soon as
possible. Make an appointment with your healthcare provider to complete a sports
physical form. That form can be found HERE.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day .
Feb 15 | President's Day.
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org

Upcoming Board Meeting, February 25, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.og

