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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is Marquis de Lafayette Week at LCS.
Next week is Marquis de Lafayette Week at LCS. MarieJoseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, the Marquis de
Lafayette, was born into an aristocratic French family in
1757. At the age of nineteen, he dedicated himself to the
cause of independence for the United States, and soon after
arriving in America became a general in the revolutionary
army. He played a crucial role in persuading France to enter
the war on the American side. After having helped secure the
independence of the United States, Lafayette returned to
France where he was an author of The Declaration of the
Rights of Man and of the Citizen, whose tenets are
enshrined to this day in the constitution of France. For his work in securing liberty in both
America and in France, Lafayette has been referred to as the hero of two worlds.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Our Provisional Understanding Of Science
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Earlier this week, a group of Liberty instructors, and administrators participated in an
outstanding three-day symposium focused on the classical traditions for teaching
science. Our own science teachers led a panel advancing optimal methods toward
physics instruction.
They reflected very well on our school, and made me
exceedingly proud. In addition to that, and many other
lectures, we received new insights on an ongoing project
to update the science segments of the Core Knowledge
Curriculum. Getting ahead of these trends benefits our
students enormously.
We heard from sibling scientists Drs. Robert Turner, and
Frederick Turner who instructed educators to properly
understand science as a study of uncertainty. Scientists
whittle down uncertainty surrounding a question until it
becomes minute enough to give us greater confidence in
the discovery of truth – and even then, our understanding
of scientific truth is provisional.
We were impressed by a panel of
scientists who described the significance
of Hungarian chemist, and philosopher
Michael Polanyi. Polanyi strengthened
the methods, and weight of science by
clarifying the application of the scientific
method to those things to which it relates
such as nature, and natural processes.
The symposium closed with a lecture by
mathematician Jon Gregg who built a
stirring address atop a timeless
observation of St. Augustine: “There is an order to be found, within things and between
them, which binds and directs this world. To attain and retain that order, to open one’s
eyes and other peoples’ to it, is difficult and very uncommon.”

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Festival of Ideas. The registration deadline for Festival of
Ideas 2021 has passed. If you registered for Festival of
Ideas, we will see you tomorrow (Saturday) afternoon at
1PM. This is shaping up to be the best year yet. CLICK
HERE for Festival of Ideas event information.

Upcoming Board of Directors Election. Liberty’s volunteer Board of Directors will have
two open Director positions with three-year terms commencing this June. Elections for
these positions will be held the third week of April. The online application is available
here. For more details on requirements to serve on the Board of Directors, please refer to
the Bylaws of Liberty Common School.
Please contact Board Director Todd Arndorfer or any other Director. If interested,
please complete a Board Candidate Application HERE. The application deadline is
4PM, Wednesday, March 3, 2021.

2021 Parent Survey. This year, we are asking parents to complete two surveys; general
(all k-12 Liberty families), and student-specific. The general survey was included in the
last four issues of Common Sense. If you have not completed, CLICK HERE to take the
general survey. Please complete by February 26, 2021.
This week, we're asking parents to complete a student-specific survey to all families
spanning all grades k-12. Student-specific surveys should be filled out for each child.
Please complete by March 12th.
CLICK HERE to take the elementary survey.
CLICK HERE to take the junior-high survey.
CLICK HERE to take the high-school survey.
Thank you in advance for taking time to give feedback.
Register To Vote. The campaign signs visible about
town are signaling local elections on the horizon –
Tuesday, April 6th 2021. In Fort Collins, there are
seven ballot issues, plus mayoral, and city council
seats to be decided by voters. It’s a good time to
push voter registration, and to promote participation
in these elections. Local officials have a sure impact
on charter schools; and, electing good ones is always
important to Liberty Common School. Citizens 16
years of age, and older can register to vote. Those 18
and older can vote. There is an official Larimer
County voter center in the Aristotle Room on the
LCHS campus, complete with county Deputy
Registrars on staff to facilitate registration. Online
registration is a snap, too – just CLICK HERE (you’ll need a CO Driver’s License, permit,
or state-issued identification to proceed). For info about Fort Collins candidates, and ballot
issues CLICK HERE. If you live outside of Fort Collins, please check your city’s or town’s
website for election information. Most Colorado municipalities also conduct elections on
April 6th.

Assistant-Payroll-Specialist Position Open. Liberty Common School is looking for an
exemplary candidate to join its Operations Team for immediate hire. CLICK HERE to view
the job posting.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

No Drop-off Before 7:30AM. Attention Parents: We have been noticing a gradual
increase of students getting dropped off before 7:30AM. Please do not come before
7:30AM to drop off your children as the doors will not be open. Doing so prompts students
to congregate outside in violation of the county’s COVID-mitigation guidelines. Dropping
off too early threatens our ability to sustain in-person learning. 7:30AM is the earliest
students should be dropped off at school to ensure immediate building entry, and
supervision upon arrival. Thanks for everyone’s cooperation in this matter.

Every Family A Donor

Liberty Gives Day. The countdown is on until our first-ever Liberty Gives Day. This oneday giving event will last from midnight to midnight on March 10. Stay tuned for more
details about this exciting opportunity to support our school.
Liberty-Gives-Day Causes. Perhaps you’d like to support the arts, or athletics at Liberty?
Or you would like to donate towards a facilities-related need? Or you’d like to contribute
towards the Mariya Garland Scholarship Fund, which supports two graduates each year
with a generous college scholarship? On Liberty Gives Day, you’ll have the opportunity to
support one or more causes at our school. Each cause will compete in the Matching Gift
Challenge to unlock special matching donations.
Liberty-Gives-Day Class Leaderboard. The grade level with the most parental dollars
donated will win a special reward. As parents donate, a class leaderboard will show giving
totals in real time. Will the Class of 2022 come out on top? Or perhaps the Class of 2031?
Parents, get ready to help your child’s grade win.

Elementary School Calendar
February 27 | Festival of Ideas.
March 1 - 5 | LCS Bookfair.
March 10 | Liberty Gives Day.
March 12 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All day.
March 12 | 3rd Quarter ends.
March 15 - 19 | Spring Break | No School.
March 23 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30PM | LCS.

March 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.
March 29 | Character-Education Assembly | Speaker is Mrs. Debbie Wood,
LCS 3rd-grade teacher | K-3rd graders attend assembly from 8:10-8:45, 4-6th
graders attend assembly from 8:55-9:35.
April 2 | Good Friday | No School.
April 5 | Human Growth and Development Parent Mtg. | 6:00
April 26 | Public-Info. Mtg. | 6:30 PM | LCS

Pandemic Response Updates
One Case. Liberty Common School learned, this week, of one high-school student who
tested positive for COVID. Larimer County Department of Health and Environment is
engaged in contact tracing, and will be contacting families as appropriate.

Message from Mr. Siener, LCS
Elementary School Teacher.

Students Unplugged
by Jeff Siener, LCS Teacher
Since we opened the doors of Liberty Common School in 1997, I have seen many
changes. We are now k-12; two campuses, and sometimes conducting student testing on
computers.
The Internet has exploded, and we now use email as the primary source of
communication with families. These are just a few technological realities impacting the
school.
Yet, some aspects of the field of education have remained
very constant. I have observed a common characteristic in
many of the students who have thrived, not only
academically, but socially, and thereby are better prepared
for college, and the working world.
Interestingly, this commonality is not something taught at
school. It is an action and philosophy from their home
lives. The majority of the most successful and driven
students I have had the privilege of working with, and have
watched pass through the halls of our school, have been
brought up in an environment with limited screen time,
exposure to video games, and habits involving gaming
devices.
For most children and young adults, electronics have addictive qualities. Their high levels
of visual stimulation, and immediate feedback cause many “plugged-in” students to
become less engaged with daily tasks at home and at school.
There are many studies and articles circulating about the pros and cons of video games in
relation to reaction time and problem-solving abilities. Additionally, I am persuaded by my
own unofficial study groups observed over nearly two decades – my students.

The negative implications for students who regularly play video games, and excessively
watch television far outweigh any benefits.
For more than two decades, I have issued the following challenge to my students: At the
beginning of the second semester, I challenge them to completely refrain from watching
TV, movies, and playing video games at home, even on the weekends and during breaks
from school.
The results of this challenge are consistent. Many students are unable to hold out beyond
the initial five-day school week. For the motivated students who push through the first two
weeks, there is a noticeable transformation.
At home, they spend more time outside, reading, and playing with siblings. At school, I find
the students are better rested, more focused on tasks, have better class participation, and
display improved work quality.
The students that persevere beyond one
month begin to develop new habits, and
take on new hobbies, or sports. They seem
to be physically healthier indicated by
improved school attendance.
The most profound change I’ve observe in
every student who pushes beyond one
month is immense growth in his or her
reading skills.
In the 21 st Century, and in a COVID world,
it is very difficult, perhaps unrealistic, for all of us to completely “unplug,” especially when
so much of our daily lives are conducted through these convenient, yet addictive, devices.
Following, is a list of several small steps that can have a huge impact for reducing
distracting screen time, and improving long term success.
Avoid movie-sitters. Keep a stack of books in a bag to take with you when you go
somewhere that may involve sitting and waiting. Save movies in the car for road
trips if watched at all. Audiobooks always make a great alternative.
Do not put a television or computer in a child’s bedroom at any age.
Avoid giving children their own cell phones, tablets, or computers as long as
possible. Base the timing on family needs, not social pressures, or a begging
child. Having an extra “family” phone is a possible solution.
Avoid screen time from Sunday evening until Friday afternoon unless it is
school-related, such as studying, practicing skills, or doing research.
Avoid cell phones or tablets in the bedroom at least one hour before
bedtime. Many studies have shown how detrimental the use of electronic devices
before bed is to sleep quality, and duration.
Check friends’ devices at your door. When your children’s friends visit your
home, help them develop healthy social skills by asking them to leave their
electronic devices in a basket by the door.
We live in an amazing time with so many
great tools, and vast amounts of information
at our fingertips. As parents and educators,
judicious vigilance is required to balance the
use of such tools, and devices while setting
reasonable, and realistic boundaries for our
children.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
Creator of Sherlock Holmes. Frenemies
with Harry Houdini, an avid spiritualist,
famed author, doctor, and journalist, Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle is often described as
a jack-of-all-trades. The man could not, and
would not fit into any one box. Most famous
for his Sherlock Holmes character, Doyle
also dabbled in romance, fantasy, and
science fiction.
In fact, the world had almost completely
forgotten about the existence of dinosaurs
until our author took it upon himself to
magnify them among readers, academics, paleontologists, and museum curators with his
book The Lost World. The book put a spotlight directly on these relics of old, popularizing
them in a way that extends to today. The Lost World inspired such fictional stories as King
Kong, and Jurassic Park.
Doyle’s far-reaching influence cannot be dismissed. With a portfolio of nearly 200 short
stories, poems, novels, etc., modern filmmakers, playwrights, and authors have more than
enough fodder for spin-offs. Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson alone account for sixty short
stories.
Surprisingly, there came a time when Doyle tired completely of his Sherlock Holmes
character. In a letter to his mother, he wrote, “I think of slaying Holmes…he takes my mind
from better things,” to which she responded with an ardent, “You won’t! You can’t! You
musn’t!” Despite his mother’s pleas, that’s exactly what Doyle ended up doing. Despite
public outrage, he was convinced by his publisher to bring the character back, and
continue writing stories. As a result, he became one of the best-paid authors of his time.
Every gifted author, it seems, has a few quirks, and Doyle had his. For example, he
believed in the actual existence of fairies, and wrote a book attempting to prove their
authenticity. He based the entire study around a famous photograph that was later
debunked, a hoax maintained for decades by Elsie Wright, and Frances
Griffiths. Apparently, they’d staged the scene a little too well, pulling all of Britain into a
manic debate over the existence of the fairy people.
Doyle also supported the spiritualism movement sweeping across America and Great
Britain at the turn of the century. Spiritualism held that the dead communicated with the
living. The movement initially included Harry Houdini, famed illusionist and escapologist. In
the end, though, Houdini came to doubt the idea of spiritualism. Highly trained in the art of
tricking the human eye, the theatre mogul eventually made it his duty to expose fraudulent
mediums, including the very same ones Doyle touted as the real deal. This pitted the two
men in a feud that lasted the rest of their lives.
Doyle’s life was nothing short of extraordinary. From it we have some of the most beloved,
timeless, and inspirational works of fiction. Arguably one of the fathers of crime fiction,
Doyle is an essential on our 5th- and 6 th-grade Great Books list.

Alumni Update From Keegan Calhoon 16',
Attending Front Range Community College
(previously ran 12/19/16).

Ahhhhh…the feeling of not having to go to school. Feels good right? Oh, what’s that you
still have school? Well, that’s just one of the perks of being a college student on break.
Overall, going to college was probably one of the better experiences in my life. Going to
college or not going to college – it is a big decision in many people’s lives. Even trying to
choose the right college is tough. But, what many people don’t think about is that there is
no right answer.
After going to school for twelve years and always looking for the correct ‘answer,” to me
that was very difficult to not know if there was an answer – math, science, and classes
looking for the right answer. It’s strange now there is no check box, no study guides, no
Sparknotes, and certainly no one with all the answers.
Though we may or may not be students in schools anymore, there is this bigger school out
there – the school of life. Like the song from Bowling For Soup says, ‘high school never
ends.’ Like what Wesley says in The Princess Bride, ‘Life is pain, highness. Anyone who
tells you differently is selling something.’ I have found a few ways to relieve the little pain
that I do have.
First, a good group of friends is always necessary. I have to thank my friends from every
part of my life for helping me get to where I am today. In fact, I want to thank everyone I
have met even if we were not friends or just acquaintances.
The second thing I have found is to start early, and that it is never too late to start.
Whether you have 100 years left to live or a 100 days, there is always time for something
new. When it comes down to it we are all people and we are all trying to make our way
through life.
That segues into my final idea: Respect. We all want it, but for some reason it is very hard
to get it. Every day you never know who you will meet or what you will do, so take care to
give everyone respect. Personally, I try not to judge someone before I have had the
chance to meet them. Most times I fail, but all I can do is go out and try again. This is
where my glorious train of semi-wisdom stops.
Seriously, I do not know if any of this will help anyone, or if I am just giving dud
advise. Anyway, I hope you all have a wonderful rest of your year.

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni

should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Junior-High Sports:
Girls' Basketball- Tryouts for junior-high basketball will start on Mon 3/8 at 5:45 PM at the
elementary gym. The first week of the season will have a fluid schedule as we finish up
the boys' basketball season as well. Basketball is open to grades 7 & 8. Reach out to
Coach Kaufman (7th) or Coach Matthews (8th) with any questions.
Boys' Soccer- Coach Greenlaw will host tryouts on Mon 3/8 at the elementary school at
3:45 PM. Soccer is open to grades 6-8. Reach out to Coach Greenlaw with any questions.
Upcoming Events7th Boys' Basketball
Thu, 3/4, 4PM, Away, at Eaton.
8th Boys' Basketball
Tue, 3/2, 4PM, Home, at Weld Central.
Thu, 3/4, 4PM, Home, vs Eaton.

High School Sports:
Season C Sports- Men's soccer, and women's volleyball seasons officially start on Mon
3/8. Reach out to Coach Camp (Volleyball), or Coach Salehi (Soccer) for information
about pre-season practices.
Upcoming EventsWomen's Swimming
Tue, 3/2, 2PM, Home, vs Holyoke.
Sat, 3/6, 9AM, Away, at Eaton. Conference.
Women's Basketball
Wed, 3/3, 7PM, Home, vs Strasburg.
Fri, 3/5, 7PM, Away, at University.
Sat, 3/6. 5:30PM, Home, vs DSST: Byers. Senior Night.
Men's Basketball
Tue, 3/2, 7PM, Away, at Strasburg.
Thu, 3/4, 7PM, Home, vs University.
Sat, 3/6. 7PM, Home, vs DSST: Byers. Senior Night.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
A Review of an Integrated High School Mathematics
Program.
Diana Fogler, MathematicallyCorrect.com

At La Habra High School, we are now using an integrated
sequence in Algebra 1 and piloting the second year of the
sequence in some Geometry sections. Next year all the
Geometry sections will use the second year of the integrated
sequence and we will have two pilot sections of the third year of
the sequence. This year I have taught... (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 136. Escort. The boy must go to the girl’s
home at the appointed hour, ring the bell, and ask for
the girl. He must not plan to meet the girl away from
her home, or sit out in his car and honk the horn for
the girl. The girl’s mother or father will greet the boy
and talk to him a few minutes before the couple
leaves. The boy should ask the parents at what time
they wish their daughter to be home. He then
assures them that he will see that they arrive on time.
"Girls, be dressed on time. Do not think it is 'stylish' or 'the thing' to keep a boy waiting.”

News Worth Repeating
Bookfair. The 2021 Usborne bookfair begins Monday, March 1 st and runs through March
5th. In-person purchases are limited to the last day of the bookfair, Friday March
5th. Additionally, parents can come browse the fair, and place orders on the mornings of
Monday, and Wednesday from 8:00 – 11:00AM. CLICK HERE to shop the Usborne online
catalog.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230

Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, March 25, 6:00PM | At LCS.

Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.
Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

