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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is Leonardo da Vinci Week at LCS.
Next week is Leonardo da Vinci Week at LCS. Leonardo
di ser Piero da Vinci (1452 – 1519) was an Italian scientist,
mathematician, engineer, inventor, anatomist, painter,
sculptor, architect, botanist, musician and writer. Leonardo
has often been described as the archetype of the
"Renaissance man," a man whose seemingly infinite
curiosity was equaled only by his powers of invention. He
is widely considered to be one of the greatest painters of
all time and perhaps the most diversely talented person ever to have lived.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Raking For Classical Instructors
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
It was downright nippy on Michigan’s Hillsdale College campus last week. LCS principals
Messrs. Casey Churchill, Torgun Lovely, and I were there for the college’s annual
teacher job fair, scouting classically trained instructors for LCS classrooms.
Hillsdale is one of the few remaining institutions left in
America that reliably produces them; and we indeed
met a handful of promising candidates. Leaders from
other classically oriented k-12 schools were there, too,
all raking the next generation of classroom instructors
for a genre of schools that, nationally, are full,
expanding, and in high demand.
The nationwide resurgence in classical schooling is
parent-driven, pursuing academic tradition that directs
youngsters in how to think, how to behave, and how to
thrive – intellectual tools for internalizing the virtue, and
wisdom that underscores the acquisition of vital
knowledge.
Liberty Common School has aligned itself with this
tradition since its founding in 1997. As governmentowned education systems throughout America devolve
deeper toward anti-intellectual pursuits such as workskill training, political conformity, collectivism, and
moral relativism, demand for classical oases is surging.
We’re entering the season of teacher job fairs. Accordingly, LCS administrators are slated
to participate in several scouting excursions similar to last week’s event at
Hillsdale. Classically oriented content experts are what we’re looking for.
If you know a potential candidate who would be a great fit for our school – even if we don’t
have an immediate job opening for them – please urge them to pass along a resume, and
get on our radar screen.

All-School Newsworthy Notices

CLICK HERE to visit the website for presentation descriptions and the link to registration.

Liberty Spellers Thrive. Earlier in February, our LCS spelling-bee winner (Genevieve
Dybzinski), and our LCHS spelling bee winner (Ben Sundin) took the district's written test
to see if they could qualify for the state bee. This written test was given to all the district's
winners, and both Genevieve and Ben scored high enough (2nd and 9th places,
respectively) to move on. Congratulations to both spellers on their splendiferous
performances.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

Hearts For Science. Last week, LCS
fourth graders and parent-volunteers had a
wonderful day learning about
cardiopulmonary anatomy. Students
dissected hearts and lungs under the
careful guidance of instructors Mr. Steve
Ronen, Mrs. Elizabeth Howe, and Mr.
Jeff Siener. The lab work, and hands-on
experience reinforced prior classroom
lectures, and broadened knowledge in
quire profound ways. These activities
deepen retention of key lessons. Pictured
nearby are students and parent volunteers
displaying a lab specimen. It is upon
experiences such as these that future
Liberty instructors will stack successive,
sequenced units of more complex
knowledge as students move toward
obtaining an LCHS diploma – the state’s
most prestigious certification of college
readiness, and the clearest pathway to
post-secondary success.

Roses are Red. Violets are
Blue. Parent volunteer Tracy
Braimen knows just what to do.
Last Thursday, faculty and staff
were treated to yummy snacks,
and beverages to celebrate St.
Valentine's Day. Thanks
Braimen family for filling our
hearts with joy, and showing the
love.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
Springboard To Gothic Fiction. Few Frances
Hodgson Burnett books resonate with readers
more than The Secret Garden. Ask any LCS fifth
grader – even the boys! – and you’ll hear nothing
but praise.
Written in 1911, the book has inspired countless
movies, miniseries, and stage plays. It is often
noted as one of the best books of the 20 th
Century. Our heroine, Mary, is stubborn, haughty,
resilient, and curious – a slew of personality traits
children the world over have in common. With a
little help from her friends, she is able to overcome
some of her more negative characteristics in favor
of kindness, understanding, and acceptance.
We cannot, in good conscience, neglect
mentioning the “spook factor” of The Secret
Garden. A mysterious benefactor, crying behind
closed doors, a hidden garden left to rot, the
howling of the wind across the English moors…this is the recipe for a tidy little gothic
story.
Many a young reader has used Burnett’s The Secret Garden as a springboard into more
serious gothic fiction. Whether you’re in it for the mystery or the friendship, Mary, Dickon,
Colin and their secret garden have a lot to offer readers.

Every Family A Donor

Liberty Gives Day. March 10th is our first-ever Liberty Gives Day. Starting at midnight
that day, you’ll have the opportunity to contribute to one or more important causes here at
Liberty. Mark your calendars now.

Become a Liberty-Gives-Day Sponsor. Would you or your company like to sponsor a
matching gift for Liberty Gives Day? Providing a matching gift is a great way to motivate
more donors to give to Liberty. Email bharkey@libertycommon.org for details.

Elementary School Calendar
February 22 - 26 (ending at noon) | Penny Wars.| All proceeds going to Habitat
for Humanity.
February 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.
February 26 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
February 27 | Festival of Ideas.
March 1 - 5 | LCS Book Fair.
March 10 | Liberty Gives Day.
March 12 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All-day.
March 12 | 3rd Quarter ends.
March 15 - 19 | Spring Break | No School.
March 23 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30PM | LCS.
March 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.
April 2 | Good Friday | No School.

Pandemic Response Updates
One Case. Liberty Common School learned, this week, of one elementary student who
tested positive for COVID. Larimer County Department of Health and Environment is
engaged in contact tracing, and will be contacting families as appropriate.

Message from Mr. Casey Churchill,
 LCS Elementary School Principal.

Institutional Integrity
By: Casey Churchill
I took up bow hunting a few years ago. I was fairly new to the sport, and remember a time
walking through the woods looking for elk when I saw in the distance the top of a tree
waving back and forth. I also heard grunting and thrashing.
My heart raced. I nocked an arrow, and got low. As I stalked the animal, I quickly realized
it was not an elk, but a very large bull moose raking his antlers along a pinetree.
I had worked my way closer than I was comfortable. While an experienced hunter would
simply back away, I ran in a circle. I have no idea why I did this.
No skilled hunter runs in a circle. I remember the embarrassment I felt even though I was
alone.
When people are scared, or face
complex issues, it is a challenge to find
direction. Some “run in circles” like I did,
while others with more experience know
the next steps.
What we do, and how we react during
times of stress and hardship, tell us a lot
about ourselves, and organizations.

On Monday, Liberty’s elementary students will participate in their second-to-last charactereducation assembly of the year. Each month, we invite guests to our elementary school to
discuss one of our seven “foundation-stone” virtues with students.
This gives our students an opportunity to hear an adult give real-life examples of good
character. This month’s focus is about integrity.
Integrity has played an important role within our school during the pandemic. I say we’ve
done a great job displaying integrity during these unparalleled times. The pandemic has
been stressful on us all.
How could something like this happen in the US? When will it be over? When will things
get back to normal? How will we continue to educate our students? I am sure we all had
such questions last summer.
I am certain the number-one saving grace during these difficult times is Liberty’s solid
institutional integrity, and its alignment between faculty, and families. When our Founders
built Liberty, they were clear on our mission.
We would provide our students with a classical liberal-arts education in-person. Our strong
institutional integrity has been clear since the inception of our school as well as August
24 th, the first day of school.
We stripped all extracurricular activities from our school to maintain the integrity of in-

person learning. By doing this, it allowed teachers to maintain focus on their instruction,
the administration could focus on the needs of the teachers, and the parents could help
maintain in-person learning for the benefit of their children.
Everything became clear. Our top priority would be to educate our students in-person.
This past year has been particularly challenging for other schools, and for public-school
districts. They have been “running in circles” trying to figure out their next move.
Complexities involved with large bureaucratic government districts, typically entail
promoting vague missions with little alignment between administration, staff, and parents,
their focus becomes cloudy and incoherent.
Not at Liberty. Our integrity has been clear since the school’s founding, long before COVID
hit our state. The administration at both campuses worked tirelessly during last year’s
spring break to ensure a smooth transition to remote learning.
Over the summer, we regrouped to develop procedures, and protocols to reduce risk for
students returning to school. Parents were given options to accommodate varying risk
tolerances. All of this was communicated to families prior to the first day of school, so
parents could make the best decision for their students.
The pandemic has brought clarity to how schools like ours are able to innovate. Strong
institutions flourish. Wayward institutions fumble, and seek direction.
Poorly organized schools are a tough thing to see under any circumstances. Outside the
pandemic, a family might struggle to see how our school looks compared to other district
schools. This year, Liberty stands out with greater contrast than usual.
While other districts have taken months to get their feet underneath them, Liberty had
already taught in-person for a full semester. Parents, students, and staff have all become
stronger due to our unwavering integrity to our mission.
Charter schools were intended to be leaders of innovation. Strong institutional integrity
has empowered us to navigate this pandemic with clarity. No one said it would be easy,
but no energy was expended “running in circles” trying to figure out our next move.
Whether it be the confounding nature of inexperience, or the lack of direction from
bureaucratic government inertia, neither weakness serves the betterment of the
community. In our school’s case, a strong philosophy about how children should learn
provided Liberty staff clarity on how we should proceed for the year.
I could not feel more blessed to be a part of an institution with this much operational
transparency, and direction. I hope you all feel the same.

Alumni Update From Joe Caraway LCHS '15,
now attending CSU (previously ran 11/17/16).

This update has been a long time coming! But, I am happy to report that my four years
at Liberty Common High School were exceptional preparation for college. I came to
Colorado State University interested in medical school, but also interested in business and
economics. After initial uncertainty regarding my major, I decided after my first semester to
settle on Biomedical Sciences with a minor in Business Management. As part of the
honors program here at CSU, I take smaller honors courses, special honors seminars,
and I will write a senior thesis before graduating. My goal is to attend medical school with
the hope of finding a career that will provide an opportunity to take part in medical
missions work.
Last year, as a freshman, I was a part of two different year-long leadership programs (The
President’s Leadership Program and the Honors Leadership Program). I also joined the
CSU Triathlon Team which has proved to be a very rewarding experience. With 12
practices a week, time is always in short supply. I am involved with CRU (Campus
Crusade for Christ), The Premed Club, and I volunteer in the ER at Poudre Valley
Hospital. LCHS taught me how to manage my time, and that has been essential!
This semester I have also had the amazing opportunity to do undergraduate research for
the Chemistry Department at CSU. This is a great learning experience that is allowing me
to finally apply the knowledge I have accumulated over the past 6 years. Next semester I
will be studying in England at the University of Exeter on an exchange basis. While I am
there I will also be participating in their Track and Field program, and I hope to have the
opportunity to travel throughout Europe.
The success I have had in college to this point should be directly attributed to my four
years at LCHS. I was far more prepared for college than the majority of my peers at CSU.
I will forever be indebted to the teachers and staff of LCHS. Many of these teachers and
coaches continue to be role models for me in college. While I have enjoyed CSU, at times
I have missed the teachers and friends I had at LCHS. To the students currently attending
LCHS, I would encourage you to enjoy and appreciate your high school years. In high
school it is easy to be so focused on the future that you forget to make the most of your
current situation in life. Being a friend to the new kid or just saying a word of
encouragement can sometimes have a far greater impact than we could ever imagine. At
the end of the day, the relationships you build with others will be far more rewarding than
that perfect GPA. I hope to see many of you before I leave for England!
J. Joseph Caraway
Class of 2015

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message

Mr. McDonald

Home Game Spectator Update- Starting Mon Feb 22, we will be allowing a limited
number of spectators into our home games. Due to our limited capacity in the bleachers,
we will only allow two spectators per player on Liberty Common teams only, for both highschool, and junior-high events. We will still be streaming games on our YouTube Channel
for spectators at home. More details will be released to our website.
Junior-High Sports:
7th-Grade Girls' Basketball- Coach Holly Kaufman will hold open gyms on Sat Feb 20,
and Sat Feb 27 in the elementary gym from 10-12 PM. Reach out to coach or Mr.
McDonald with more questions about the season.
Upcoming Events7th Boys' Basketball
Tue, 2/23, 4PM, Home, vs Milliken.
Thu, 2/25, 4PM, Away, at Fort Lupton.
8th Boy's Basketball
Tue, 2/23, 4PM, Away, at Milliken.
Thu, 2/25, 4PM, Home, vs Fort Lupton.
High School Sports:
Blowing Opponents Out Of The Water- Our
women's swim team is off to a hot start as it
continues to dominate conference opponents to begin
the season. Coach Huey has lead our women to the
best start in our young history, as our Eagles have
beaten Holyoke 116-47, Eaton 124-60, and Valley 7219. Ella Fullerton and Lilly Morrison have each
broken multiple school records along the way.
Congratulations Eagles!
Upcoming EventsWomen's Swimming
Tue, 2/16, 2PM, Home, vs Holyoke.
Thu, 2/18, 4PM, Away, at Estes Park.
Sat, 2/20, 4PM, Away, at Estes Park.
Women's Basketball
Wed, 2/17, 7PM, Away, vs Estes Park.
Fri, 2/19, 7PM, Home, at Resurrection Christian.
Sat, 2/20. 4PM, Away, vs Brush.
Men's Basketball
Tue, 2/16, 7PM, Away, vs Estes Park.
Thu, 2/18, 7PM, Home, at Resurrection Christian.
Sat, 2/20. 7PM, Away, vs Brush.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Looking East for Math Techniques
Approach Initiated In Japan, Singapore Guides U.S. Pupils
By Valerie Strauss
Washington Post Staff Writer
Tuesday, March 21, 2000; Page A11
It's lunchtime at the District's Hardy Middle School, and Alex
Liew, 14, walks into a quiet classroom where three other
students, heads down, are scribbling intently at a table. None of
them is there to eat. They are attacking one multiplication
problem after another--drilling just as children do in Japan.
In Baltimore, 25 students at Robert Poole Middle School are in a pilot program learning
math from textbooks filled with old-fashioned drawings. The books were chosen for one
reason: (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day: “Rule No. 135. Transportation. In cities,
the young couple should take a street-car or bus to a
dance, rather than overtax the young boy by the
expense of a taxi. If the party is a prom, or other
formal-dress party, the girl should not be expected to
walk. If a boy has the use of a car, or if he is asked to
ride with another couple, his problem is solved.”

News Worth Repeating
Candidates Needed for Upcoming Board of
Directors Election. Liberty’s volunteer Board of
Directors will have two open Director positions with
three-year terms commencing this June. Elections
for these positions will be held the third week of
April. The online application is available here. For
more details on requirements to serve on the Board
of Directors, please refer to the Bylaws of Liberty
Common School.
Please contact Board Director Todd Arndorfer or
any other Director. If interested, please complete a Board Candidate Application
HERE. The application deadline is 4PM, Wednesday, March 3, 2021.

2021 Parent Survey. This year we are asking parents to
complete two surveys; general (all k-12 Liberty families), and
student-specific. Please CLICK HERE to complete the general
survey by February 26, 2021. Thank you in advance for taking
time to give feedback.

The War Is On! Let’s get ready to
jingle. The LCS Student Council is

sponsoring its annual Penny Wars starting
Monday, February 22, and running
throughout the week ending on Friday,
February 26. All proceeds go to our
local Habitat for Humanity, which was
featured at our January Citizenship
Assembly. Rules of War: 1) Coins, rolls of
coins, and bills are all accepted. 2) Pennies
add to your grade’s total. 3) Silver coins and
bills subtract from other grades' totals. 4) No
money will be accepted after 12:30PM on Friday, February 26. The winning grade level
will be treated to a special prize!
Bookfair. The 2021 Usborne bookfair is scheduled March 1 st March 5 th. In-person purchases are limited to the last day of the
bookfair, Friday March 5th. Additionally, parents can come browse
the fair, and place orders on the mornings of Monday, and
Wednesday from 8:00 – 11:00AM.

Volunteers Needed. The annual LCS Book Fair is
coming March 1 st-5 th, and the Constance Behr
Memorial Library is in need of volunteers. Let's make
the 2021 Book Fair one to remember. Click Here to
be a part of this popular event.

Remote-Access Policy for LongTerm Absences. LCS has
developed administrative-policy
guidance extending a remote-access
option for long-term absences
only. Please CLICK HERE to see the
guidance document.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
February 26 | March 26 | April 16 | May 14

Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, February 25, 6:00PM | At LCS.

Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.
Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.

Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.org

