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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is George Washington Week at LCS.
Next week is George Washington Week at LCS. George
Washington (1732 – 1799) became the first President of the
United States on April 30, 1789. In May 1775, Washington, one of
the Virginia delegates, was elected Commander in Chief of the
Continental Army. Washington became a prime mover in the steps
leading to the Constitutional Convention at Philadelphia in 1787.
When the new Constitution was ratified, the Electoral College

unanimously elected Washington. President Washington enjoyed
less than three years of retirement at Mount Vernon; he died of a
throat infection December 14, 1799. For months the Nation
mourned him. For good biographical information CLICK HERE.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Knowing What They Know
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
There was a revelatory moment in the short video clip featured in last week’s Liberty
Common Sense that encapsulates the genius of the Core Knowledge Curriculum. It
happened quickly, yet was sublime.
Such moments occur all the time in our classrooms. We train our professional instructors
to capitalize upon these opportunities. The tactic makes lessons stick like Velcro in the
memory banks of our students.

The overwhelming advantage is that Liberty’s professional classroom instructors know
what their students already know, and what they will eventually know – what students
have absorbed in previous grades, and what they will be taught as they advance.
This is why Liberty students seem to know so much. No magic here, just years of
thoughtful organization, and professional practice based upon the research, observations,

and philosophy of Dr. E.D. Hirsch.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Candidates Needed for Upcoming Board of
Directors Election. Liberty’s volunteer Board of
Directors will have two open Director positions with
three-year terms commencing this June. Elections
for these positions will be held the third week of
April. The online application is available here. For
more details on requirements to serve on the Board
of Directors, please refer to the Bylaws of Liberty
Common School. LCS depends upon parentvolunteer leadership. Liberty’s seven-member,
parent-volunteer Board of Directors is responsible
for maintaining educational, and operational policies which support the vision, philosophy,
and mission as defined in Liberty’s Charter Application, Contract, Bylaws, and Board
Policies.
Ideal candidates are passionate about the mission, and philosophy of LCS, and are
interested in playing a vital role in ensuring Liberty’s continued academic, charactereducation success. Liberty’s Board of Directors would love to answer questions regarding
Board service. Please contact Board Director Todd Arndorfer or any other Director. If
interested, please complete a Board Candidate Application HERE. The application
deadline is 4PM, Wednesday, March 3, 2021.

Festival of Ideas. At Festival of Ideas 2021, in addition to
an array of visiting speakers, we are featuring brilliant talks
by our engaging teachers. Here is a sampling of the line
up we have for you...
Dave Lunn: A World of Music in Your Backyard.
Ashley McAllister: Zero and Her Evil Twin , Infinity.
Stanton Skerjanec: Strike at the Root: Exploring
the Shared Mentality of Fascism and Communism.
Mary Renstrom: Twisted Tales and Stories Spun:
Textile Traditions in Literature.
Dr. Joel Penning: How to Start Your Own Country.
Rex Seiple: The Art of Isolation.
To learn more about our presentation offerings CLICK HERE.
To register for Festival of Ideas CLICK HERE.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Remote-Access Policy for LongTerm Absences. Given a handful of
recent parental requests for remote
classroom access where students are
quarantined for a few days, LCS has
developed administrative-policy
guidance extending a remote-access
option for long-term absences
only. Long-term absences are defined
as two weeks, or longer. Please
CLICK HERE to see the guidance
document.

The War Is On! Let’s get ready to
jingle. The LCS Student Council is
sponsoring its annual Penny Wars starting
Monday, February 22, and running
throughout the week ending on Friday,
February 26. All proceeds go to our
local Habitat for Humanity, which was
featured at our January Citizenship
Assembly. Rules of War: 1) Coins, rolls of
coins, and bills are all accepted. 2) Pennies
add to your grade’s total. 3) Silver coins and bills subtract from other grades' totals. 4) No
money will be accepted after 12:30PM on Friday, February 26. The winning grade level
will be treated to a special prize!
Bookfair. The 2021 Usborne bookfair is scheduled March 1 st March 5 th. Students and parents may browse the fair, see what they
like, and place orders online. In-person purchases are limited to the
last day of the bookfair, Friday March 5th. The Constance Behr
Memorial Library will be open after school each day (adhering to
COVID-capacity guidelines). Additionally, parents can come browse
the fair, and place orders on the mornings of Monday, and
Wednesday from 8:00 – 11:00AM.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
Innovative Picture Books. British author and
illustrator Edward Ardizzone has over 170 children’s
books in his repertoire. Not only did this award-winning
artist illustrate his own picture books, he also lent his
distinctive gentle lines and delicate watercolors to many
other authors’ works. Several great-books authors
boast Ardizzone illustrations, including Eleanor Estes’
Pinky Pye series, a popular contender on the 3 rd- and
4th-grade Great Books list.
Ardizzone didn’t get his start illustrating children’s
books; far from it. For many years, our Great Book
author worked as a full-time British war artist, serving
The War Artists’ Advisory Committee during the
Second World War.

He traveled all over Great Britain and Europe
documenting soldiers on the battlefield, in training camps, and even spending many nights
in the London Underground, where subway, or tube channels were being used as air-raid
shelters during the infamous Blitz. Over his career as a wartime illustrator, Ardizzone
alone is credited with over 400 sketches and watercolors of WWII, many of which are now
on display at the Imperial War Museum in London. The famous Winston Churchill even
commissioned a watercolor portrait from our author/illustrator.
It wasn’t until 1952 that Ardizzone turned his efforts and attention to children’s
books. Drawing upon his own adventures as a lad growing up by the sea, Little Tim and
the Brave Sea Captain tells of the multitudinous adventures of the endearingly modest Tim
who encounters just about every type of maritime phenomenon.
Spanning four decades, Ardizzone would write ten additional Tim stories, each more
loveable and adventurous than the last. Ardizzone was the first illustrator to forgo the
picture-text side by side format, opting instead to weave text and illustration together, a
now-common technique for picture books.
Ardizzone once advised that a good picture-book artist “must create a world in which, in
spite of all sorts of improbabilities from an adult point of view, he can believe in one part of
himself, the childish part.” In writing and illustrating the Little Tim series, Ardizzone created
such a world for his readers.

Every Family A Donor
Liberty Gives Day. March 10 is our first ever Liberty Gives Day. Beginning at midnight,
you’ll have the opportunity to contribute to one or more important causes here at
Liberty. Mark your calendars now.

Elementary School Calendar
February 12 | Professional Development | No School.
February 15 | President's Day | No School.
February 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.
February 26 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
February 27 | Festival of Ideas.
March 1 - 5 | LCS Book Fair.
March 10 | Liberty Gives Day.
March 12 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | All-day.
March 12 | 3rd Quarter ends.
March 15 - 19 | Spring Break | No School.
March 23 | New Kindergarten Parent Parent Orientation | 6:30PM | LCS.
March 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.

Pandemic Response Updates
Two Cases. Liberty Common School learned, this week of one high-school student, and
one high-school faculty/staff member who have tested positive for COVID. Larimer County
Department of Health and Environment is engaged in contact tracing, and will be
contacting families as appropriate.

Update from Liberty Common BOD
We would like to thank our school’s administration, staff, and educators. The
heroism and hard work have brought a sense of normalcy to our students and
parents, despite our school’s team not being anywhere close to normal. They have
helped show amazing perseverance in the face of adversity and it is commendable.

It’s also laid down a benchmark for other schools, showing that in-person is not only
possible, but imperative. We would also like to thank our fellow parents for your
perseverance in continuing to volunteer at the school in varying capacities. Without
your help, our amazing institution cannot function at the level we have all come to
expect.
We would like our fellow parent population to know that there is an immense
amount of manhours that goes into processing student information and logistics
regarding at-home learning. Many parents have asked why their child is not able to
take advantage of the at-home (remote) learning when their child is missing school
unless they have tested positive. This is an understandable question. The answer is
bandwidth. Our educators are working incredibly hard to handle both in-person and
remote students. Unfortunately, the task is not as simple as having them turn on
google classroom. Out of respect to our educator’s time and efforts -already being
tasked to a maximum level-, the administration has had to make a difficult choice to
reserve remote learning to covid positive and/or immunocompromised families.
We would like to remind parents to please be vigilant about monitoring the health of
all family members. In order for in-person learning to continue, we’ve all been
charged with taking an active role in health monitoring. The administration, staff and
educators are constantly being asked questions about when a child should stay
home. Fortunately, most of that information can be found on our school website. A
lot of time was spent making sure you had instant access to the answers to these
questions. So please refer to our website prior to reaching out to school personnel.
This helps ensure you have the correct information at your fingertips, while also
honoring the fact that our staff’s time is being respected, especially in lieu of all the
additional work they have taken on this past year.

Approved 2021-2022 School Calendar.
Aug 23 | Classes Begin.
Sep 6 | Labor Day.
Sep 24-Oct 8 | October Student Count (state funding is based on attendance
during these 2 weeks).
Oct 22 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov 24-26 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec 20-Dec 31 | Christmas Break.
Jan 17 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Feb 18 | Professional Development Day.
Feb 21 | President's Day.
Mar 14-18 | Spring Break.
Apr 15 | Good Friday.
May 20 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day.

Alumni Update From Elizabeth Yeh, LCHS ’15,
Now an Educator in Northern Colorado.

Who knew LCHS alumna Elizabeth Yeh (’15) would graduate of Brown University, work a
few years in the business world, then come back home to Northern Colorado to become a
school administrator, and an art instructor? Up until about a year ago, probably not even
Liz would have guessed.
She’s loving her current station, nonetheless, as the executive director of Chesterton
Academy of St. John Paul II high school, a startup institution serving Northern
Colorado.
Liz’ background in economics, investments, St. Thomas Aquinas, the Church Fathers,
and Catholic social thought is coming to the fore in helping successfully launch the new
school at its temporarily location in Windsor. Armed with prior experience in the private
sector, and in the entrepreneurial world, Liz is now leading a new-building project,
coordinating fundraising, and integrating the school’s reach to families throughout Greeley,
Loveland, Fort Collins, and other neighboring communities.
In an essay published last month, Liz wrote, “There are many parts of working at the
Chesterton Academy of St. John Paul II that I love: the dedicated students and families,
the supportive faculty and board, the spirit of earnest learning, and the environment of faith
and hope. This last month, during our first End-of-Year Appeal, I was struck by another
aspect of this job I couldn’t have imagined, but am nonetheless incredibly grateful for: the
immense generosity of our community, near and far, that has so willingly joined us in this
great endeavor.”
Like Liberty Common School, Yeh has kept her school open despite the COVID
pandemic. Her team has been teaching in-person – other than a short instance where
student quarantines caused the school to temporarily teach remotely. “I didn’t expect the
kind notes people sent us saying they were praying for the school daily, not only
supporting us financially but spiritually as well.”
Liz finds parental expressions of gratitude, and financial support to be big motivators for
the teaching faculty. “I am not sure that I will ever get used to this aspect of the job; that I
will ever not be surprised at the generosity of those who give for no other reason than they
believe that this school is good and necessary and for His Kingdom. I believe that the
generosity of those near and far will continue to bring us to our knees, as we thank God
for His Goodness and the gift of those who make this school possible.”
Go Bears! Go Thunder!

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message

Mr. McDonald

Junior-High Sports:
Upcoming Events-

Junior-High Sports:
Upcoming Events7th Volleyball
Mon., 2/15, 4 PM, Home, vs Frontier.
Wed, 2/17, 4PM, Home, vs Milliken.
Thur, 2/18, 4 PM, Away, at Platte Valley.
Fri, 2/19, 4PM, Away, at Weld Central.
8th Volleyball
Monday's (8th grade only) game against Frontier has been cancelled due to COVID-19
restrictions.
Wed, 2/17, 4PM, Away, at Frontier.
Thur, 2/18, 4 PM, Home, vs Platte Valley.
Fri, 2/119, 4PM, Home vs Weld Central.

High School Sports:
Women's Swimming
Tues, 2/16, 2PM, Home, vs Holyoke.
Thur., 2/18, 4PM, Away, at Estes Park.
Sat, 2/20, 4PM, Away, at Estes Park.
Women's Basketball
Wed, 2/17, 7PM, Away, vs Estes Park.
Fri, 2/19, 7PM, Home, at Resurrection Christian.
Sat, 2/20. 4PM, Away, vs Brush.
Men's Basketball
Tues, 2/16, 7PM, Away, vs Estes Park.
Thur., 2/18, 7PM, Home, at Resurrection Christian.
Sat, 2/20. 7PM, Away, vs Brush.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Why Singapore Math?
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster Liberty Common School
This quest acquainted Liberty with the research and
conclusions of Liping Ma about why Chinese students
consistently outperform American ones. Ultimately, this led us
to Singapore Math.
Liberty Founder Dr. Randy Everett spoke about Liberty’s
attraction to Singapore Math at his recent Liberty Lecture

entitled, “A Classical Framework for Teaching Thinking.” CLICK
HERE to read more.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day: “Rule No. 134. Invitation. When a boy
receives an invitation to a private dance, he finds out
what girls are invited, and asks someone if he may
call for her. “

News Worth Repeating
2021 Parent Survey. Liberty Common School is always
looking to improve, and it needs every parent’s help. This
year we are asking parents to complete two surveys; general
(all k-12 Liberty families), and student-specific. Please CLICK
HERE to complete the general survey by February 26, 2021.
A link to the student- specific survey for all families spanning
all grades, will be included in next week’s Liberty Common
Sense.
These surveys are very important for the Board of Directors and administration to learn
about needs and areas where we can improve. Thank you in advance for taking time to
give feedback.

LCS Book Fair. The annual LCS Book Fair is coming
March 1 st-5 th, and the Constance Behr Memorial
Library is in need of volunteers. Let's make the 2021
Book Fair one to remember. Click Here to be a part of
this popular event.

School-Illness Reminder. If your child is unwell, determine whether symptoms are
“major,” or “minor,” and follow this health-department guidance. According to Larimer
County public-health officers, illness symptoms are “major” if the patient is feeling feverish
or chilled, temperature of 100.4 oF or higher, loss of taste or smell, new or unexplained
persistent cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing. “Minor” symptoms include
sore throat, runny nose/congestion, muscle or body aches, headache, fatigue, nausea,
vomiting, and diarrhea. Any child exhibiting major or minor symptoms should not come to
school. CLICK HERE for more information.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
February 26 | March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Sports Physicals. Please make sure to take care of your sports physicals as soon as
possible. Make an appointment with your healthcare provider to complete a sports
physical form. That form can be found HERE.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day .
Feb 15 | President's Day.
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434

Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, February 25, 6:00PM | At LCS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.og

