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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week Helen Frankethaler is Week at LCS.
Next week is Helen Frankenthaler week at
LCHS. Frekenthaler was a groundbreaking
abstract expressionist artist. In the 1950s, she
invented a new painting technique called soak
stain. Frankenthaler's avant-garde technique
pushed modernist painters to experiment with
more meditative themes in their work. Her
innovative methods eventually established a
bridge from abstract expressionism to
minimalism.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Rewarding Colorado’s Best
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty’s year-end push for the “Generosity Unmasked” fundraising campaign is yielded
heartwarming results. The Board’s goal of $250,000 is well within reach, but we’re not
quite there. Please don’t give up on it.
The purpose of the campaign is to raise a big chunk of money, and use it to boost faculty,
and support-staff compensation to soothe this freakish, COVID-pandemic school
year. Please CLICK HERE for instructions on supporting the campaign.

It’s worth visiting the site just to see the long string of comments from Liberty parents –
including statements of high praise for Liberty’s professional classroom instructors. The
feedback is inspiring, and motivating for all of us who love working at Colorado’s best
public school.
There’s no funding crisis at Liberty. We planned prudently for the 5% reduction in state
funding we’re receiving this school year. Were it not for the state cutback, and the steep
expense of COVID precautions necessary to sustain 100% in-person, classroom
instruction (one of the relatively few schools in America to do so, by the way), we would
have substantially increased compensation levels at the start of the school year.
To be sure, our instructors are fairly paid. But our preference is to lead the way in all

aspects of public education; and, rewarding faculty handsomely for going above, and
beyond is something we’re on the cusp of achieving.
All we need is a few more tens of thousands of dollars which, if donated in 2021, are
100% tax deductible (for itemizers) thanks to the recently passed federal stimulus Act
extension.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Public-Info Nights. Two public-info nights are scheduled for January – Mon Jan 11 th,
and Tue Jan 12th. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty (either
campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please urge
them to attend one of these: Mon Jan 11th, 6:30-8:30 at the elementary school (or via
teleconference using this LINK HERE); or, Tue Jan 12 th, 6:30-8:30PM in the LCHS Great
Hall (or via teleconference LINK HERE). These informative presentations are for all
parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what
we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the
next open-enrollment spot.

Chess Clubs Ramping Up. Chessmates spring chess clubs are starting Tuesday,
January 19th. All clubs will be held online with all skill levels welcome. Learn. Play.
Advance. For information, and to register, please CLICK HERE. Remember, “Every chess
master was once a beginner.” – Irving Chernev, famous Ukrainian-American chess
master, and author.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
New-Year Reminder. Our end-of-day staggered dismissals
begin at 3:00 PM. Dismissals are in five-minute intervals to
ease traffic congestion. Please note the staggered pick-up time
is based on the first letter of your last name. Thank you for your
diligence in adhering to this schedule.
Students Dismissed by First Letter of Last Name
A-I, kindergarteners, and kindergartener siblings | 3:00-3:05.
J-O | 3:05 - 3:10.
P-Z and students riding the bus | 3:10-3:15.
Travel the World at the Geography Bee. All are invited to
join us on Tuesday, January 12th at 3:30pm, in the LCS
gym, for the 4th-, 5 th-, and 6 th-grade school-wide
geography bee. Contestants are: 4th Grade: Levi Rehme
(Mr. Ronen) Josiah Kuddes (Mr. Siener); 5th Grade:
Carter Wise (Mrs. Cardenas), Caleb Loucks, (Mrs.
Hickman); 6th Grade: Oliver Woodard (Mr. Huey), Samuel
Johnson (Mrs. Jurgens).

Last Week to Register. Cotillion
Classes Begin January 24. The
Fort Collins Cotillion is gearing up
for its 30 th anniversary with
programs for students in grades 4 –
8. Classes convene at Fort Collins
Country Club, and run on
Sundays. Traditionally, lots of
Liberty students participate in this
valuable activity. For more

information CLICK HERE, or
contact Liberty parent Mrs. Raven
Banning by email, or at (720) 9345590.

2020 Spelling
Bee All The
Buzz. On
Tuesday
January 5th,
Genevieve
Dybzinski of
Mr. Siener's
4th-grade
class, won 1st
Place in the
2020-2021 Liberty Common Elementary
School Spelling Bee. Genevieve correctly
spelled the word immediately for the win.
She will now go on to compete in a written
test to see if she qualifies for district
competition. Good luck Genevieve.
Congratulations to all classroom winners
who competed in the school-wide spelling
bee. 4th Grade: Blake Stahl (Mrs. Howe),
Isaac Powell (Mr. Ronen) Genevieve
Dybzinski (Mr. Siener); 5th Grade: Hailey
Robinson (Mrs. Cardenas), Evelyn Ulrey
(Mrs. Hersh), Elaina Correa (Mrs.
Hickman); 6th Grade: James Parrish
(Mrs. Allen), Gabe McDanald (Mr. Huey),
Rowan Flaitz (Mrs. Jurgens).

Genevieve Dybzinski winner of the 2020- 2021
LCS Spelling Bee is congratulated by the judges of
this year's Bee: Mrs. Cardenas, Mrs. Hersh, and
Mrs. Hickman.

Below: Genevieve receives a congratulatory hug
from her father Mr. Jared Dybzinski, and sister,
Lydia.

Front-Office Staff Gives Thanks. Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Ronen, and
Mrs. Russell thank all the students and parents who bestowed
gifts upon them during the holiday season. They wish all LCS
families a healthy 2021 filled with many blessings.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
King Arthur’s Successor. Trina Schart
Hyman is perhaps one of the most prolific
illustrators of children’s books. Having
collaborated on over 150 titles, Hyman’s
work has become synonymous with various
fairy tales and legends including many on
our Great Books Lists such Little Red
Riding Hood, St. George and the Dragon
(for which she won a Caldecott medal in
1985), and Peter Pan. This week’s Great
Book highlights a particular favorite of
mine: Greta the Strong. This slim adventure
novel written by Donald J. Sobol, and
illustrated by Schart Hyman tells the story
of King Arthur’s successor. Through a
number of trials, Greta must prove she is a
worthy choice to rule England. With her
mythic strength, cunning, and bravery,
Greta battles monsters, and outwits her jealous brothers with stunning aplomb. If you’re a
fan of Arthurian legends, chivalry, and adventure, Greta’s story is one you’re sure to
enjoy. The library only has one copy of this out-of-print 1970 classic, so hop to! Get it while
the getting is good.

Elementary School Calendar
Jan 11 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM-8:00PM| LCS Auditorium and via
teleconference.
Jan 12 | Geography Bee | LCS Gym | 3:30 PM.
Jan 12 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM-8:00PM | LCHS |Great Hall and via
teleconference.
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day | No School.
Jan 17 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00PM | LCS.
Jan 29 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
Feb 1 | District Spelling Bee.
February 8 - February 11 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week
February 12 | Professional Development | No School.
February 15 | President's Day | No School.
February 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.
February 26 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.

Every Family a Donor

Generosity Unmasked on Display. Our end-of-the year fundraising campaign was a
tremendous success. In one month, over 400 generous donors responded and gave
over $200,000! A hearty thank you goes out to those who have already participated. Your
partnership is critical to the success of our school.
We are so close to our goal of $250,000. If you have not already contributed, it’s not too
late. Any contribution, whether small or large, is appreciated, so GIVE NOW.
Double Your Donation. Many employers will match your donation to our Generosity
Unmasked campaign. Find out if your employer participates , and you can double or
even triple your donation.

Message from Board of Directors.
Continued Success in the Face of COVID. At the December Board of Directors meeting,
a first-year parent, student leaders, coaches of several athletic teams and members of the
Board commented on the amazing success the Liberty community achieved completing a
full semester of in-person classes while keeping our students safe, and their learning on
track. This accomplishment is due to Liberty's community-wide response to the COVID
challenge including the great preparation, execution and persistence of our teachers and
administrators. The Board recognizes the vigorous efforts of our school volunteers and the
unwavering commitment of our students and parents. Each and every one of you
exemplify the Class of 2021's school motto "Omnes Viae Tuae Stabilant" (Let All Your
Ways Be Steadfast). Thank You!
Generosity Unmasked. Ultimately, our faculty and staff are the reason Liberty Common
School is leading the way amidst this pandemic enabling our students to continue to
thrive. However, the economic uncertainties created by the pandemic threaten our ability
to continue making progress toward fair and appropriate compensation for these
dedicated professionals. It is now time for us to respond with the Generosity
Unmasked fundraising initiative to support our school in sustaining its extraordinary
trajectory. As members of the Board of Directors, and parents of Liberty students
ourselves, we invite you to partner with us in this effort to maintain and enhance
compensation for our school’s professional educators. Funds donated to Generosity
Unmasked will help to guarantee our school’s ability to weather the storm and continue to
set an example for K-12 education throughout the nation. We are so grateful many have
already acted by making year-end contributions to the school. If you have not yet
responded, there is still time. Thank you in advance for your financial support of Liberty
Common School.
Notice of Liberty Common Board of Directors’ Intent to Amend Bylaws:
The Liberty Common School Board of Directors (BOD) will consider a proposal to amend
Article II of the school’s bylaws to clarify the original intent regarding board member

conflicts of interest and to allow for a system by which board members may serve the
school as temporary employees. The BOD will entertain a motion on the proposal and may
vote upon it during its regular BOD meeting as scheduled for Thursday, January 28th,
6:00PM in the Great Hall of Liberty Common High School, at 2745 Minnesota Drive. This
and every meeting of the BOD is open to the public. A community-comment portion of the
meeting begins at 6:00PM. Please CLICK HERE to view the proposal.

Alumni Update From Sarah Wilson, LCHS ’13
(diploma #1), LEGION XIII, Now living in Seoul,
Korea.

The recipient of Liberty Common School’s very first diploma was featured in the last
Liberty Common Sense Alumni Update of 2020. Three days later, she added “becoming a
mom” to her post-graduate resume.
Two Alumni Updates in a row? Alumni babies rule! Sarah Wilson (LCHS ’13 and LEGIO
XIII) gave birth to daughter Anna Joy Lee on December 21, 2020.
The 2017 graduate of Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas met her husband
Sanghyuk Lee there, then moved to his home of Seoul, Korea where Anna Joy was
born.
Sarah mentioned, “Fun fact: This little angel will be two years old before she is two weeks
old. Traditionally, in Korea, babies are considered a year old when they are born. Then
everyone gains a year on New Years instead of on their individual birthdays.”
For those searching for the highlights of 2020, just look at these pictures:

Congratulations to Sarah and Sanghyuk. LCHS Class of 2039? Anna Joy could help make
it the best class ever!

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Athletics Updates:
Athletics Is Back. CHSAA received an approved variance from the CDPHE to allow us to
participate in athletics this spring. Please visit our website at www.lceagles.com and find
your teams' home page for more information.
VNN Website. Liberty Common Athletics will launch our new official website,
www.lceagles.com. The new site serves as a single communication portal for those
seeking information about our athletics.
Registration. Please visit the registration tab on the website to learn more.
Physicals. Please visit the sports-medicine tab on the website to learn more.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
The following sports will follow this schedule:
Volleyball: January 12th - February 19th, 2021.
Boys' Basketball: February 16th - March 12th, 2021.
Girls' Basketball: March 15th - April 16th, 2021 (Yes, unfortunately over spring break).
Boys' Soccer: March 15th - April 16th, 2021.
Girls' Soccer: April 19th - May 21st, 2021.
Track and Field: April 19th - May 21st, 2021.
*May begin earlier with tryouts or team camps/open gym practices.
JH Volleyball. 7th-grade volleyball tryouts will be on Tuesday, January 12th and
Thursday, January 14th, 2021 from 3:45-5:15PM in the elementary gym.
8th-grade volleyball tryouts will be on Wednesday, January 12th and Friday, January 14th
from 6:00-7:30PM in the elementary gym.
Masks will be required while indoors. Please bring your own water bottle. No parent
spectators during tryouts or practices. Thank you.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Coach Ibarra (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
The following schedule will be followed by LCHS athletics, as presented by CHSAA:
Women's and Men's Basketball: January 19th-March 20th, 2021.
Women's Swimming: January 19th-March 13th, 2021.
Men's Soccer: March 8th-May 1st, 2021.
Women's Volleyball: March 8th-May 1st, 2021.
Baseball: April 26th-June 26th, 2021.
Women's Soccer: April 26th-June 26th, 2021.
Men's Swimming: April 26th-June 25th, 2021.
Track and Field: April 26th-June 26th, 2021.
CLICK HERE for the CHASAA calendar.
HS Basketball. We will have a voluntary team camp from January 11th - January 15th,
women's will be from 5:00-7:00pm and men's will be from 7:00-9:00PM.
Tryouts will take place on January 18th, 2021, men's will be from 5:00-7:00PM and
women's will be from 7:00-9:00PM.
Schedules can be found on our website under your team's page.
HS Women's Swimming. We will have a full week of voluntary pre-season swim
sessions (all in the water/ no dryland) the week of January 11th, Monday – Friday 3:30 –
4:30PM and Friday 5:15 – 6:45AM.
The first day of practice is Monday, January 18 th (MLK Day).
· Team Meeting at LCHS in the Stoa at 2:15PM. We will discuss the season,
expectations, then check out parkas.
· Carpool to EPIC for practice 3:30 – 4:30PM.
Our schedule will be posted to the website under your team's page.
HS Baseball. We will have off-season workouts on Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays
from 3:45-5:00PM in the weight room at LCHS.
Pre-season information can be found on our website under your team's page.

Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Suk.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
What is Good Literature?
By: Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Founder
The books which fill Liberty’s library and classrooms are
selected according to criteria beyond current popularity. The
quality of language, the value of a story to the human
experience, the contribution to character education, and the
support of the Core Knowledge Sequence all play a role in
identifying “good” books.
According to Neil Postman, whose ideas are frequently
referenced in our Charter, “Human beings require stories to give meaning... (CLICK
HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 129. Menu. (continued) The supper
menu has one or two courses. For the main course,
one may serve a creamed meat or fish on toast or in
patty cases, or a club-house sandwich, or a meat or
fish salad, or a cheese dish. The originality and
cleverness of the supper-party makes for success.
One might serve: Chicken Salad or Stuffed Potatoes;
Hot rolls or Preserves; olives; Ice-Cream or Cake;
Nut Waffles or Maple Syrup; Cocoa; Fruit Salad or chocolate Cookies; Creamed Tuna fish
on Hot Buttered Rice, Buttered Asparagus, and Cheese Biscuit; Apricot Sherbet or
Coconut Kisses.”

News Worth Repeating

Still Time to Register. 5 th-, 6 th-Grade Musical-Theater Camp. Attention fifth and sixth
graders: Just because there is no 5/6 Musical Theater production this year doesn't mean
our student actors will be left with nothing! Instead, we will be holding a 4-week theater
camp in two sessions – one for fifth grade, one for sixth. Each week, we will cover a
different theatrical skill in order to grow your abilities as a performer. We’ll cover
auditioning, voice/body, dance, & improvisation. Fifth-grade dates: Tuesdays 1/19, 1/26,
2/2, and 2/9. Sixth-grade dates: Tuesdays 2/16, 2/23, 3/2, and 3/9. All classes run from
3:30-5:00pm. The camp is limited to the first 30 students to register in each grade. CLICK

HERE to sign up today.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
January 29 | February 26 | March 26 |
April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Sports Physicals. Please make sure to take care of your sports physicals as soon as
possible. Make an appointment with your healthcare provider to complete a sports
physical form. That form can be found HERE.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day.
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day .
Feb 15 | President's Day.
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, January 28, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

