Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 24, Issue 21- January 29, 2021
OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is Ronald Reagan Week at LCS.
Next Week is Ronald Reagan Week at LCS. Ronald
Reagan (1911 – 2004), originally an American actor and
politician, became the 40th President of the United
States serving from 1981 to 1989. His term saw a
restoration of prosperity at home and the end of the Cold
War, with the goal of achieving "peace through strength"
abroad. President Reagan designated Martin Luther

King Jr. Day a national holiday. February 6th
is Reagan’s birthday. CLICK HERE for a biographical
summary.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

“The True Magic of Liberty Common”
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
The introduction reads, “(T)his modest campus is the entry point into what many regard as
the best public school in Colorado—a school renowned for elite academic performance,
prestigious state and national awards, and a student lottery pool that reaches into the
thousands.”
Education writer Ross Izard has spent years
observing schools, summarizing their attributes, and
comparing results. Recently, he visited Liberty
Common School, both campuses, and penned a
flattering profile of our mighty institution.
Published this week by the The Independence
Institute, the profile reflects exceedingly well on the
many years of planning, refining, and delivery of our
top-rated curriculum, and our school culture. See
elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense for
additional explanation – or just CLICK HERE to
read it now.
Print copies of the document are being sent far and
wide as an example of what a good school should
be. You can also CLICK HERE, and HERE to hear
recordings of radio interviews broadcast this week
by stations picking up on the profile.
“Having finished my time at the school,” writes Izard, “I consider that the true magic of
Liberty Common is not newfangled pedagogies or curricula but is a knowledge-focused,
highly intentional education.” That’s the big takeaway summed near the end of this
magnificent, wonderful composition.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Fantastic LCS Profile
Published. The Colorado-based
Independence Institute, the state’s

premier school-choice-leadership
agency, this week, published a
fantastic magazine-style profile on
our excellent school. Written by
education writer Mr. Ross Izard, the
piece is a great description of why
our school is so special. Izard spent
a day visiting both campuses, sitting
in on classroom lessons, visiting
students, faculty, and
administration. The interviews, plus
Izard’s observations, and commentary make an inspiring story. The print publication will be
sent to all state legislators, school-board members in each of Colorado’s 178 school
districts, and many other public-education policymakers. CLICK HERE to see a digital
copy.

Annual Freedom Celebration. Today culminates National
School Choice Week. Liberty Common School was featured
in a prominent email blast sent to school leaders statewide
by one of the state’s leading school-reform advocacy
groups. CLICK HERE to see the communiqué which
includes Independence Institute’s new profile on our school,
along with a recent PBS feature, and historical information
about Colorado’s charter-school movement in which LCS is
also prominently featured.

Explosive Growth In Charter Schools. A new study shows charter schools in Colorado
are growing at a dramatic rate due to flexibility, autonomy, and the efficiency of site-based
leadership. CLICK HERE to see the report.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
5th-Grade Movie Night Postponed. Tonight's 5th Grade Movie Night has been
postponed. Please watch Common Sense and classroom notes for a February date.

LCS Book Fair. The annual LCS Book Fair is coming
March 1 st-5 th, and the Constance Behr Memorial
Library is in need of volunteers. Let's make the 2021
Book Fair one to remember. Click Here to be a part of
this popular event.

Elementary School Calendar
Feb 2 | District Spelling Bee.
February 8 - February 11 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 12 | Professional Development | No School.
February 15 | President's Day | No School.
February 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCHS.
February 26 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
March 1 - 5 | LCS Book Fair

Pandemic Response Updates
Twenty-One Cases. Liberty Common School learned, this week, of twelve high-school
students, four high-school faculty/staff members, and five elementary students who have
tested positive for COVID. Larimer County Department of Health and Environment is
engaged in contact tracing, and will be contacting families as appropriate.

“Reassuring” Evidence. In a new report, researchers said they see little evidence of
major COVID outbreaks in schools. “The preponderance of available evidence from the
fall school semester has been reassuring insofar as the type of rapid spread that was
frequently observed in congregate living facilities or high-density worksites has not been
reported in education settings in schools," the article states.

On Air. Depth and commentary about the COVID-induced,
temporary suspension of in-person instruction at LCHS were
discussed this week on local radio stations. Headmaster
Schaffer was interviewed about the school’s situation, about
the recently published school profile, and a few other topics
impacting the community. CLICK HERE, and HERE for
segments of podcast recordings.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
The Finest Children’s Tale. Hailed as one of the best
writers of children’s fiction by his English teacher, Brian
Jacques has crafted a series of novels that children all
over the world have eagerly devoured. After reading the
800-page manuscript, Jacques’ English teacher took it to
his own publishers, declaring, “This is the finest children’s
tale I’ve ever read and you’d be foolish not to publish
it.” Publish it they did to the tune of 20 million copies
selling worldwide.
Spanning 22 novels, the Redwall series dives into a
Stone-Age society of forest animals, pitting good against
evil as any children’s story worth its weight in hardcovers
should do. Jacques first got the idea for his now-infamous
series after volunteering to read aloud to students at the
Royal School for the Blind, a regular stop on his route as
a milkman. Jacques quickly found the reading material
provided to be soundly lacking; he thought the stories he
was supposed to read to be “too hear and now, preoccupied with teenage angst and
divorce.”
He wanted to take these students on a proper literary adventure, one with a little
magic. “What’s wrong with a little magic in their lives?” he asked himself before going
home and crafting the world of Redwall on recycled paper he kept in a supermarket bag.
Many criticize Jacques’ books for being too violent, too intense for young readers. Having
based his novels off of the very fear, angst, and devastation he himself felt as a child
during WWII, the author refused to cut back on the fierce and oftentimes deadly clashes
between the heroes and villains in his books. “My values,” he said, “are not based on
violence. My values are based on courage, which you see time and again in my books. A
warrior isn’t somebody like Bruce Willis or Arnold Schwarzenegger. A warrior can be
any age.”
And in Jacques’ world, children, and mice were the true warriors. Even if you are a person

who doesn’t particularly enjoy the personification of animals in your fiction, give Redwall a
try. You’re sure to laugh, weep, whoop, and rant right along with Jacques’ colorful cast of
characters.
The Constance Behr Memorial Library even has a copy of The Redwall Cookbook, a
collection of recipes inspired by the epic fantasy itself! Whip up Mole’s Favourite
Deeper’n’Ever Turnip’n’Tater’n’Beetroot Pie to munch on while you dive into the world of
Brian Jacques.

Every Family a Donor

Generosity Unmasked Success. You did it! Our year-end fundraising campaign has
reached it’s goal with donations totaling over $250,000 and over 487 contributions. Thank
you for leading Liberty to sustain and bolster compensation for our faculty and staff during
these hard-working times. Your generosity is so very much appreciated—thank you. If
you’d still like to contribute, donate here.

Mrs. Kathleen Kearney, LCHS
Assistant Principal's Message

“From the Mouths of Babes”
By: Kathleen Kearney
Liberty Common High School has a beautiful tradition that originated with its first
graduating class – the Senior Speakout.
In early 2013, several seniors asked Mr. Bob Schaffer, the then-principal of the high
school, if they could have a platform from which to share the wisdom they had gleaned
from their time at LCHS with their younger classmates. Mr. Schaffer graciously agreed,
and the Liberty tradition of Senior Speakout was born. It has taken place every year in
January since.
Last week, on Thursday, January 21 st, 2021, a handful of LCHS Class of 2021’s best
shared their words of wisdom with us. I, in turn, would like to take this opportunity to share

some of each senior’s speech with you. I promise your day will be the better for having
read their words. Enjoy.
“If you are working on something you are not enthusiastic about, try to find the positive in
whatever you are doing. Instead of getting down on yourself about the negative and
ruining every experience you were ‘forced’ to do by your parents or by your school, find the
good in the situation and make it the most fun it could possibly be. As Proverbs 4:26
advises, ‘Give careful thought to the paths for your feet, and be steadfast in all your
ways.’" – Justin Kleen, Class of 2021
“What I want you all to do, to ask you to do, is to make a friend! To all the kids that have
been here forever, step outside your usual groups of friends that you have known for years
and reach out to somebody who is newer. Make an effort to be their friend, and mean
it! Being nice to somebody in a conversation here and there does not count! Really include
them and make them feel a part of Liberty. Not only will they appreciate it, but it will also
enlarge your own capacity to care for other people. And to all of you who have not been
here forever, that’s okay! You are just as much a part of Liberty as everyone else. You
also, make a friend! Don’t be afraid to talk to people you don’t know, they most likely feel
the exact same way.” -- Bethany Tafoya, Class of 2021
“Much of our time is spent in academics, whether here in this building or at home
studying. Whether we like it or not, we are investing a tremendous amount of time into
school, so it is important to make that investment worthwhile. Therefore, during your time
at school, I challenge each of you to be not only physically present, but to be intellectually
and emotionally present as well. Sitting in class for seven hours a day is a tremendous
waste of time, unless, you gain true, meaningful, and useful knowledge during that
time. You can only do that by working hard to engage in class and to truly understand the
material. So please, approach school with an intentional commitment to learn, and do not
waste the time you spend here.” – Grace McCormick, Class of 2021
“The German poet Goethe coined the phrase: 'Cease endlessly striving what you want to
do and learn to love what must be done.' I find this quote inspiring because, at this point in
your life, you all know that life is tough. There are always going to be hard things that we
have to do, but this quote gives us some hope. It shows that you don’t have to slough your
way through your high-school experience, or your life, by gritting your teeth to do what
must be done. Instead it says that you can learn to love what must be done… My
challenge to you all is to treat this education as a gift, because it is.” – Lucas Barber,
Class of 2021
“Appreciate your years in high-school. Appreciate everyone around you, because the truth
is, yes, you will probably lose the friends you thought were going to be there forever. But
what I have learned is that everyone teaches you a lesson and comes into your life for a
reason, so it is important that you understand and are grateful for the people that you
meet. Some people will stay in your life throughout high school, some other people you will
meet your senior year and you'll wish you had met them earlier (you know who you guys
are). Whatever drama is going on will pass, but what you learn from the experience is what
will stick forever. I advise you to enjoy high school, and whether you decide to stay or not, I
advise you to meet as many people as you can, open your mind, and enjoy every
opportunity that is given to you because we are truly lucky to be here.” – Antonella
Torres, Class of 2021
“Regardless of your circumstances, I’d encourage you to become the person who other
people feel safe and secure around. I’d also encourage you to be honest and not try to
pretend that you have it all together because truthfully none of us have it all together all
the time. In this way, you can help others feel more comfortable as well when they see you
being honest about your struggles. When you encourage others and have people to
encourage you in return, you won’t just become a blessing to others in your short time
here at Liberty. You will be a blessing to those you encounter throughout the rest of your
life.” – Micah Sanfilippo, Class of 2021
“Break the rules you set for yourself and the walls you put up. Go hang out with your
friends, go watch a movie with your family, eat the whole cake. Do what you love; when
you look back on your high-school experience you don’t want to sit here and be sad you
didn’t go on that trip or you didn’t do what you wanted. The worst regret is to look back on

life and see that you didn't take the time for people or yourself and you didn't take the
opportunities that were handed to you.” – Cassie Michaelsen, Class of 2021
Although these seniors may only be seventeen or eighteen, they each truly possess
wisdom far beyond their years. I am grateful that we had the opportunity for them to share
a few nuggets of that wisdom with us.

Alumni Update From Zach Harker, LCHS ’19,
Now Attending The University of Denver in
Denver, CO.

Zach Harker (LCHS ’19) is a sophomore at the University of Denver. He is studying math
and geography with minors in film, leadership and French. Zach is a co-founder and the
Vice Chancellor of Ping Pong club at DU, as well as an intramural referee, a member of
Film Club, University of Denver Cru, the Honors Program, and the Pioneer Leadership
Program.
As part of the Pioneer Leadership Program (all of the hip people call it PLP), he is
currently working on a “Community Change Initiative” public-policy project to improve the
RTD bus-fare system. He also recently submitted his application to study in Lyon, France
and will hopefully do so this coming fall (all circumstances permitting).
In light of the current pandemic, Zach has found himself being much more pensive.
Whether these increased deep thoughts will benefit him is yet to be determined.
Regardless, he has constructed many ideas for thought-provoking feature films, and short
films. Unfortunately, Zach has a very small amount of legal tender in his bank account,
and so production of these films is still in the development phase.
Zach moved into an apartment this year, and plans to stay there this summer where he
plans to receive work in a "very important" internship. He still remembers his home of Fort
Collins, however, and he plans to return to his homeland in due time.

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Athletic Update. All athletic and in-person extracurricular activities are suspended until
Mon 8 Feb 2021.

Junior-High Athletics
JH Volleyball
We will resume our season with practice on Monday 8 Feb 2021. Please reach out to
Coach Ibarra or Coach Gill with any questions.
JH-Boys' Basketball
We will host tryouts on Monday 8 Feb 2021 at the elementary gym for both 7th-and 8thgrade basketball teams. Please check our website or tune in to the morning
announcements for more information.
High-School Athletics
Men's and Women's Basketball
Our updated schedule can be found on our website. We will have a parentinformation meeting via Zoom on Wednesday Feb 3 2021 at 6:00 PM and 7:00 PM for
men's and women's basketball, respectively. The link for the meeting can be found here.
Women's Swimming
We will begin practice on Monday Feb 8 2021 at EPIC. Please visit our website for our
updated season schedule.
"We are all faced with a series of great opportunities brilliantly disguised as impossible
situations."
-Charles Swindoll

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Why Does Liberty Require Latin?
By: Patrick Albright, former Member of the Board, February
2016
My initial reaction when I heard about making 8 th Grade Latin a
requirement was one of skepticism. Why is this necessary? I
pondered the question within the context of the discussion I had
already heard, and wasn’t... (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of

that day:
“Rule No. 132. Leave-Taking. As guests, boys and
girls, leave a dinner-party about ten thirty o’clock.
Say good-night to the mother and the son or
daughter. In leaving, shake hands with your hostess,
and say slowly and easily, “Good night, Mrs. Strong.
Thank you for asking me.” Avoid a long rambling
farewell, or any attempt to make a witty remark. As
hostess, answer, “I am glad you could come, Jane,”
or smile and say, “Good night, Jane.”

News Worth Repeating
Place Yearbook Orders Now. The 2021 Liberty
Common School yearbook – it’s fantastic – is coming
together, and we will soon be finalizing the number of
books we will be ordering. If you have not done so
already, now is the time to order your 2021
yearbook. Today, the yearbook will be on sale
for $25. Place orders online
at jostensyearbooks.com. You can personalize your
2021 yearbook for your child – but you need to act
fast. This year’s book is turning out to be the best one
ever. You won’t want to miss out.

Shuttle Busing Suspended. Shuttle-bus services
between the two LCS campuses suspended through
Friday, Feb 5th due to temporary closure of the highschool building. All elementary-school students must be
picked up at the elementary school.

Join The Young Marines . The Rocky Mountain Young Marines is
looking for a few great Liberty kids, ages 8 -18, to join its upcoming
Recruit Class beginning on March 25th. We will be hosting a Recruit
Interest Meeting at 7PM on Tuesday, February 2nd at the Fort Collins
VFW at 603 Lesser St. For more information, please contact, Nancy
Hoyer .

School-Illness Reminder. If your child is unwell, determine whether symptoms are
“major,” or “minor,” and follow this health-department guidance. According to Larimer
County public-health officers, illness symptoms are “major” if the patient is feeling feverish
or chilled, temperature of 100.4 oF or higher, loss of taste or smell, new or unexplained
persistent cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing. “Minor” symptoms include
sore throat, runny nose/congestion, muscle or body aches, headache, fatigue, nausea,
vomiting, and diarrhea. Any child exhibiting major or minor symptoms should not come to
school. CLICK HERE for more information.

In-Person Instruction Suspended Through Fri 5 Feb, 2021. In-person instruction for
Liberty Common High School students in grades 7-12 is suspended through Fri 5 Feb.
The building closure necessitated a transition to 100% remote learning for all students in
grades 7-12. Please see additional information in the “COVID Update” section of today’s
Liberty Common Sense newsletter.

Festival of Ideas. On Saturday, February 27th, we are hosting our sixth-annual Festival
of Ideas. The Festival is a colloquium where content experts and students present on a
broad array of topics from the fields of poetry, music, history, philosophy, astrophysics, art
history, and more. This year's event will be free and held virtually on Zoom, but you still
need to register for each talk you attend. Also, this year, we will be graced with the
insights of two incredible speakers who are teaming up for the keynote address: Dr. David
Rothman and Dr. David Mason, both former poet laureates. Read more about them and
our other guest presenters in the flier linked below. Come join us for a day of exploration
and discovery. Email festivalofideas@libertycommon.org with questions.
CLICK HERE to register for the event.
CLICK HERE for presentation descriptions and more information.
CLICK HERE for the event flier.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
February 26 | March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).

Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Sports Physicals. Please make sure to take care of your sports physicals as soon as
possible. Make an appointment with your healthcare provider to complete a sports
physical form. That form can be found HERE.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day .
Feb 15 | President's Day.
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, February 25, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster: Bob Schaffer | bschaffer@libertycommon.og

