Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 24, Issue 20- January 22, 2021
OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is James Naismith Week at LCS.
Next week is James Naismith Week at
LCHS. Dr. James Naismith (1861 – 1938) was
the Canadian-born physical-education instructor,
physician, chaplain, coach and innovator who,
inspired by a teaching assignment and his own
childhood, invented basketball in
1891. Dr. Naismith became a medical doctor in
1898, and was subsequently hired by the
University of Kansas that same year. He went on
to establish one of collegiate basketball’s most
storied programs and served as the Athletic
Director and faculty member at the university for
nearly 40 years, retiring in 1937.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

An Impression of Pleasure: Festival of Ideas
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty’s sixth-annual “Festival of Ideas” is coming up – Saturday afternoon, February
27th. I highly commend participation for all Liberty parents (k-12), grandparents, faculty,
alumni, admirers of the school, and mature students.
The occasion becomes more essential every year. This particular
series of lectures is rather astounding – truly world-class; and, it’s
being delivered over a videoconference platform meaning anyone
can attend.
There’s no cost. All children should know their parents are
themselves dedicated to ongoing learning as a leisure-time pursuit.
The young benefit enormously by observing their parents seeking
knowledge, discussing ideas, and deriving pleasure from it. Children
must be led by example to understand exactly what wholesome leisure looks like, and
their habits formed accordingly.
Indeed, in his Book 1 on Advancement of Learning (1605), Francis Bacon wrote, “For all
knowledge and wonder (which is the seed of knowledge) is an impression of pleasure in
itself.” Please CLICK HERE, and see elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense for
details.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
In-Person Instruction Suspended Starting Monday. In-person instruction for Liberty
Common High School students in grades 7-12 will be suspended beginning Monday,
January 25, 2021. The building closure necessitates a transition to 100% remote learning
for all students in grades 7-12. Please see additional information in the “COVID Update”
section of today’s Liberty Common Sense newsletter.

Shuttle Busing Suspended. Shuttle-bus services
between the two LCS campuses are suspended from
Monday, Jan 25 th through Friday, Feb 5 th due to
temporary closure of the high-school building. All
elementary-school students must be picked up at the
elementary school.

Join The Young Marines . The Rocky Mountain Young Marines is
looking for a few great Liberty kids, ages 8 -18, to join its upcoming
Recruit Class beginning on March 25th. We will be hosting a Recruit
Interest Meeting at 7PM on Tuesday, February 2nd at the Fort Collins
VFW at 603 Lesser St. For more information, please contact, Nancy
Hoyer .

Notice of Liberty Common Board of Directors’ Intent to Amend Bylaws. The Liberty
Common School Board of Directors (BOD) will consider a proposal to amend Article II of
the school’s bylaws to clarify the original intent regarding board-member conflicts of
interest and to allow for a way by which board members may serve the school as
temporary employees. The BOD will entertain a motion on the proposal and may vote
upon it during its regular BOD meeting as scheduled for Thursday, January 28th, 6:00
p.m. in the Great Hall of Liberty Common High School, at 2745 Minnesota Drive. This and
every meeting of the BOD is open to the public. A community-comment portion of the
meeting begins at 6:00 p.m. The proposal is attached in PDF format to this email. CLICK
HERE to view.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Place Yearbook Orders Now. The 2021 Liberty
Common School yearbook – it’s fantastic – is coming
together, and we will soon be finalizing the number of
books we will be ordering. If you have not done so
already, now is the time to order your 2021
yearbook. From January 18th – 29th, the yearbook will
be on sale for $25. Place orders online
at jostensyearbooks.com. You can personalize your
2021 yearbook for your child – but you need to act
fast. This year’s book is turning out to be the best one
ever. You won’t want to miss out.

LCS Book Fair. The annual LCS Book Fair is coming
March 1 st-5 th, and the library is in need of
volunteers. Let's make the 2021 Book Fair one to
remember. Click Here to be a part of this popular
event.

Elementary School Calendar
Jan 25 | Character Education Assembly | Speakers from Habitat for Humanity.
K - 3rd graders attend assembly from 8:10-8:45, 4-6th graders attend
assembly from 8:55-9:35.
Jan 28 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCHS.
Jan 29 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
Feb 1 | District Spelling Bee.

February 8 - February 11 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 12 | Professional Development | No School.
February 15 | President's Day | No School.
February 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCHS.
February 26 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
March 1 - 5 | LCS Book Fair

Pandemic Response Updates
Twenty Cases. Liberty Common School learned this week of seven junior-high students,
nine high-school students, and four staff members who tested positive for COVID. Larimer
County Department of Health and Environment is engaged in contact tracing, and will be
contacting families as appropriate.

LCHS Campus Temporarily Closed. In-person instruction at Liberty Common School’s
high-school campus (grades 7-12) will be suspended for two weeks beginning Monday,
January 25, 2021. In the meantime, instruction will be delivered 100% remotely. The
school has experienced a small spike in positive COVID-19 cases over the past two
weeks among high-school students. Contact tracing may relate the trend to multiple offcampus gatherings of students. The correlation does not establish causality. Therefore, as
a proactive extra layer of precaution, the Larimer County Department of Health and
Environment, relying upon state-government guidance, has asked the school to suspend
use of the high-school campus for fourteen days starting Monday. Since there is no way to
verify exactly whether the virus has been transmitted between students, much less how or
where, the county’s request may be regarded as a reasonable one. Conceding to it, in the
judgement of the school’s administration, is prudent. The LCHS faculty, administration,
and support staff is now in direct communication with students as to immediate
procedures, expectations, and transition accommodations, as are coaches, and activity
sponsors. These channels of communication will continue to be utilized throughout the
period of building closure. Extraordinary communications outside of the Liberty Common
Sense weekly newsletter may also be utilized as needed. Also, updates are posted on
the school’s website. Please check elsewhere throughout today’s Common Sense
edition for activity-specific guidance. Shuttle-bus service between the two campuses is
suspended pending reopening of the high-school building. The suspension of LCHS highschool campus access has no other bearing on elementary-school instruction, and
elementary-school activities which continue as normal.

Justification For High-School Closure. The LCS Board of Directors, and administrators
are grateful for the support of Liberty families in navigating the school’s unprecedented
success in maintaining in-school instruction for 19 consecutive weeks. This high level of
academic commitment continues to be achieved through heroic examples of improvising,
adapting, overcoming, and loving. We’re thrilled that in-person instruction at our k-6
campus continues forward unimpaired. The reasons for temporary suspension of inperson instruction at the high-school campus are compelled by determination of the
Larimer County Department of Health and Environment, which the school, as an agency of
state government, is obligated to honor. Parent wishing to express opinions about the
county’s guidance on this matter may do so by contacting county public-health officials
CLICK HERE, or Members of the Board of County Commissioners CLICK HERE. Since
the county adheres to various edicts of the state government, parents are free to contact
state public-health, and elected officials, too – CLICK HERE.

School-Illness Reminder. If your child is unwell, determine whether symptoms are
“major,” or “minor,” and follow this health-department guidance. According to Larimer
County public-health officers, illness symptoms are “major” if the patient is feeling feverish
or chilled, temperature of 100.4 oF or higher, loss of taste or smell, new or unexplained
persistent cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing. “Minor” symptoms include
sore throat, runny nose/congestion, muscle or body aches, headache, fatigue, nausea,

vomiting, and diarrhea. Any child exhibiting major or minor symptoms should not come to
school. CLICK HERE for more information.

Newest Pandemic Studies. We definitely called it right at Liberty Common School.
Scientific studies continue to confirm the efficacy of keeping schools open during the
COVID pandemic:
A peer reviewed study published by the American Academy of Pediatrics found the
spread of COVID-19 in surveyed elementary schools is extremely limited.
Brown University is part of a coalition making the case that safety is both possible and
necessary to avoid any more trauma to kids.
A Tulane University study shows the benefits of getting children back into the classroom
outweigh the risks.
Still unconvinced Liberty Common families have it good? CLICK HERE to read an essay
appearing in The Chicago Tribune penned by the former CEO of Chicago Public
Schools. “Big contributors to the great Chicago exodus include the absence of quality
school choice, rising crime that is indirectly a product of a failed school system, and an
ever increasing tax burden – in large part due to the school district. The exodus has seen
the city’s middle-income residents shrink to just 16% of the city population.”

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
Full Spectrum Literary Experience.
Ever heard of The Princess and the
Pea? The Little Mermaid? The Steadfast Tin
Soldier? Chances are your answer to each
of these is a resounding, “Duh.” These
stories are an intrinsic part of our narrative
as readers. No matter the genre toward
which we gravitate, an Andersen fairy tale is
well known and beloved by all. Born poor
and underprivileged, Hans Christian
Andersen had to fight for his education,
relying on money raised by a wealthy
benefactor to attend school – money well spent it turns out.
In his lifetime, Andersen penned more than 150 fairy tales, several plays, novels, poems,
travel books, and even a few autobiographies. The man was an imaginative machine,
unafraid to test the boundaries of his time. His favorite weapon in his literary arsenal was
the use of spoken language and idioms in his works, effectively breaking with standardized
literary tradition of the time. His stories read the way people spoke — revolutionary in the
1800s.
His stories for children are often criticized today as being too intense, or not
developmentally appropriate. Yet therein lies his appeal; his tales capture and hold the
child’s perspective without sacrificing themes, motifs, or emotions beyond a child’s
immediate comprehension. Just because a reader is a child doesn’t mean they don’t
deserve the full spectrum of a literary experience.
Struggle was a major theme in Andersen’s personal life; we see this struggle manifest
itself in such stories as The Ugly Duckling and the Little Mermaid, tales in which
characters are ridiculed or passed over, ultimately ending in triumph. Andersen was
teased throughout his life for his appearance, his dyslexia, and his high-pitched
voice. Despite enormous success later in life, Andersen always felt like an outsider; his
fairy tales often echo that otherness, that sense of displacement. Still, he is the 8th most
translated author in the entire world. At 69, he was declared a national treasure by his
country of Denmark. Our library is rife with beautifully illustrated copies of Andersen fairy
tales. Make one of them a family read-aloud this week!

Every Family a Donor
Affiliate Donations. Liberty is a partner with several organizations that give back to
Liberty while you shop. Please consider participating in one or all of these programs:

Amazon Smile. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support Liberty every time you shop, at no
cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll
find the same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit organization.
You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

King Soopers. You shop for groceries and King Soopers
gives to our school. All you need is a King Soopers Loyalty
account and you can pay for your groceries with the payment
method of your choice. To participate, follow these steps:
1. Visit King Soopers.com
2. Click on Savings & Rewards, then select Community
Rewards in the menu,
3. Log-in or create an account,
4. Search for Liberty Common School,
5. Click on Enroll.
That’s it. Now every time you make a purchase at King Soopers, either swipe your King
Soopers Loyalty Card or click on “Alt ID” on the keypad and enter your phone number.
Then purchase with the payment method of your choice. Liberty will receive a percentage
of every dollar you spend. Please don’t wait - enroll today.
*Use your loyalty number at Loaf ’n Jug gas stations, City Market, Fred Meyer, Kroger,
and more. Encourage your extended family to participate from wherever they live.

Box Tops for
Education.
Hundreds of
grocery products
that you know
and love are a
part of this
program and it is
easier than ever
to participate.
1. Download the Box Tops for Education
app to your phone.
2. Create an account and select Liberty
Common School as your school.
3. Buy Box Tops Products. Look for the
Box Tops for Education Logo on hundreds
of products you know and love.
4. Scan your receipt into the Box Tops app
by snapping a photo of your receipt within
14 days of purchase.
5. That’s it.

Morning Fresh Dairy. Collect bottle caps from your dairy
products and drop them off at the elementary school
campus. Then Morning Fresh gives back to our school.
Simple.

Dr. Robinson, LCHS Assistant
Principal's Message

Making the Most of Choice in Education
By: Dr. Robert Robinson
Over the past couple of months, those of us who
participate in the school’s Public Information
Nights have seen large and enthusiastic crowds
of prospective parents eager to learn more about
our school. Many are coming because they
appreciate our dedication to in-person
education. Whatever brings them in the door, we
take full advantage of the opportunity to tell them
as much as we can about our philosophy and
approach. The hope is that those parents who are in genuine agreement will add
their childrens’ names to our lottery list, and they have, with nearly 100 of them
signing up in the week after our most recent meetings. It is encouraging and
inspiring to see so many local parents taking their opportunities for choice in
education seriously.
There is a lot for a perspective parent to be excited about. As one who made the
choice to bring my own children to Liberty, I continue to marvel as my 4th grader
receives an education rich in beauty, meaning, and purpose. Mr. Ronen has led
him to new depths in math, a greater knowledge of medieval society in history, and
opened his mind to the mysteries of electricity and magnetism in science. I could not
be more grateful for the efforts of Mr. Churchill, Mrs. Stoltzfus, and so many others
who allowed this school year to continue with such minimal interruption.
The well-ordered and carefully thought-out curriculum that my 4th grader
experiences continues into the high school as we finish the Core Knowledge
sequence and move onto a set of core classes in the upper grades that rounds out a
classically oriented education. Teachers at the high school amply reward the trust
we as parents place in them. I am grateful that my family has been able to choose
Liberty for each of our children.
Choice in Class Options at the High School

Each year at this time, students and parents of current 6th-11th graders exercise a
different aspect of educational choice as they register for classes for the coming
academic year. As your family makes those decisions, I encourage you to use your

power of choice to select classes which will both broaden and deepen a student’s
body of knowledge and best prepare them for the future. Here are a few thoughts for
students to keep in mind during the course selection process.
First, avoid the temptation to choose classes for purely social reasons. Many
students are understandably interested in coordinating their schedules with those of
their friends. To them I would say, you will have friends in almost any class you
choose, and if not you will have the chance to make new ones. Therefore, choose
your classes with your educational journey in mind, and let the social factors work
themselves out. Besides, schedules change for all sorts of reasons, and your
agreement with friends in February does mean they will still be in that class when
school starts in August.
Do not feel pressure to take advanced classes in subjects that do not interest you.
Many students feel great pressure to take every possible AP course in order to
impress prospective colleges. However, admissions offices do not need to see that
an applicant has worn herself out taking every single AP class. Challenge yourself,
and demonstrate to colleges that you are not afraid of rigor and intellectual pursuit,
but also allow yourself space to be well-rounded and turn down certain
opportunities.
Feel free to specialize, but save some space for exploration. Many students feel
very sure that they want to go into engineering, or the fine arts, or some other field
early on in their high-school career, and they tailor their class selections to begin
specializing in that direction. This has value, but so does saving some space for
exploring classes outside of your chosen career path. A future engineer with a
passion for, and expertise in, literature is a wonderful thing, as is a budding musician
who makes time to explore his or her interest in biology.
Finally, appreciate the value of your required, core classes as the cornerstone of
your strategy for achieving mature literacy. Our website proudly declares that “As a
classical-liberal academic institution, Liberty Common High School endeavors to
cultivate the minds of its scholars in preparation for authentic liberty...the full and
responsible exercise of our fundamental individual rights is a direct function of a
well-prepared mind and internalized virtue.” When you leave, you will have the
foundation to participate articulately in the great debates confronting our society, and
to succeed in the major of your choice at college. These core classes can be the
foundation of your future success.
So, as you select courses, take a moment to consider the big picture, and take the
next step in your lifelong journey toward knowledge and wisdom.

Alumni Update From Elsie Miller, LCHS ’19,
LEGIO XIII, Now Attending Western Colorado
University in Gunnison, CO.

LCHS 2019 alumna, Elsie Miller is attending Western Colorado University in Gunnison,
with her twin sister Bella (LCHS ‘19/LEGIO XIII) whose Alumni Update appeared here in
last week’s edition of Liberty Common Sense. Elise, is a member of the prestigious LCS
Legion of XIII having attended our excellent school since kindergarten.
Now in her second year at WCU, Elsie is majoring in exercise and sport science with an
emphasis in clinical-exercise physiology 3+2 HAEP (high altitude exercise
program). “Studying in this major has been very interactive and hands-on,” Elise writes. “It
has allowed me to work with my classmates and the local Gunnison community.”
On top of her busy academic schedule, Elsie competes on the NCAA Track and Field
team at WCU. Staying atop her studies, athletics, community engagement, and
maintaining alumni connections with her high-school alma mater is a function of perfected
time-management skills Elsie says were honed over her 13 years at Liberty Common
School.
In her own words, “My time at Liberty has set me up for college success, and for life
beyond college. Learning how to manage my time as a student-athlete has me set up to
succeed in my academics, and athletics,” she writes. “Having learned that trick in high
school allowed me to be prepared, and feel confident going into college.
“However, I would not have had such a solid high-school career if it were not for the
absolutely amazing elementary staff. I believe the teachers and staff at the elementary lay
the foundation for the students who continue on through the high school.
“One teacher in particular that had a memorable impact on my learning and my life was
Mr. Ronen. Mr. Ronen showed me the joy of learning; and has, to this day, been a part of
my college career, and my life. If it weren’t for Mr. Ronen, I wouldn’t be where I am
academically, or have as much love for learning that I now have. I’ll forever be grateful to
him for my early learning, but most importantly I am grateful that he’s still a part of my life.
“I also compete for the NCAA Track and Field team at WCU. The team and coaching staff
are amazing. The environment that is created on the team is not just a competitive team
seeking for success, but also a huge family. Everybody is invested in your success
academically and athletically.
“I would have to say I would not be where I am at in my athletic career without my
previous coaches. In elementary/middle school, Coach Reeves, and Coach Wilcox
inspired my love for track. They continued to support me, push me, and inspire me to
continue my athletic career in track.
“Even now, as I’m a college athlete, they both continue to check in on me when I am lucky
enough to see them at the elementary school, and still offer me advice and
guidance. Coach Mayes helped me through the final steps to becoming a collegiate

athlete.
“He inspired me to push harder than ever to get better and make it to this level. The
appreciation that I have for my previous coaches goes beyond words.
“Some uplifting words that I would pass along to current Liberty students: It will all pay off
in the end! All the hard work you put in at high school pays off in college and life!
“Go Mountaineers!”
If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Athletic Update. All athletic and in-person extracurricular activities will be suspended until
Mon 8 Feb 2021.

We are working diligently to provide an alternative for junior-high volleyball, and will
provide an update shortly on the rescheduled high-school basketball and swimming
schedule. We are determined to have a great 2021 athletic season.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
An Apology for Latin and Math - Cheryl Lowe
Many who are attracted to the idea of a classical education
don't know exactly why, nor do they understand the necessity
for Latin, or at least so much of it. A little bit of Latin is a good
thing, but...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 131. Appropriate Dress. The girl who is
entertaining wears a simple evening dress. She must
not appear better dressed than her guests.
"For the supper-party, the girl wears an afternoon
dress. Of course, a boy wears a suit coat at a dinner
or supper, rather than a sweater or just a shirt. Boys

get fads for unusual outfits that may be all right for school and outings, but it is
discourteous to the hostess to come to a party carelessly dressed.”

News Worth Repeating

Festival of Ideas. On Saturday, February 27th, we are hosting our sixth-annual Festival
of Ideas. The Festival is a colloquium where content experts and students present on a
broad array of topics from the fields of poetry, music, history, philosophy, astrophysics, art
history, and more. This year's event will be held virtually on Zoom, but you still need to
register for each talk you attend. Also, this year, we will be graced with the insights of two
incredible speakers who are teaming up for the keynote address: Dr. David Rothman and
Dr. David Mason, both former poet laureates. Read more about them and our other guest
presenters in the flier linked below. Come join us for a day of exploration and
discovery. Email festivalofideas@libertycommon.org with questions.
CLICK HERE to register for the event.
CLICK HERE for presentation descriptions and more information.
CLICK HERE for the event flier.

Dismissal Reminder. Our end-of-day staggered
dismissals begin at 3:00 PM. Dismissals are in five-minute
intervals to ease traffic congestion. Please note the
staggered pick-up time is based on the first letter of your
last name. Thank you for your diligence in adhering to this
schedule.
Students Dismissed by First Letter of Last Name
A-I, kindergarteners, and kindergartener siblings | 3:00-3:05.
J-O | 3:05 - 3:10.
P-Z and students riding the bus | 3:10-3:15.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
January 29 | February 26 | March 26 |
April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Sports Physicals. Please make sure to take care of your sports physicals as soon as
possible. Make an appointment with your healthcare provider to complete a sports
physical form. That form can be found HERE.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day .
Feb 15 | President's Day.
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org

Upcoming Board Meeting, January 28, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

