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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next Week is Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Week at
Liberty Common School
Next week at LCS is Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
Week. King was a fourth-generation Baptist minister and
pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. For
thirteen years (1955 – 1968), King led the modern
American civil-rights movement, achieving more genuine
progress towards equality in America than any other period
in our history. King’s success can largely be attributed to
his commitment to nonviolence, his masterful command of
the English language, and the power of words. His I Have
a Dream speech, Noble Peace Prize remarks, and Letter from a Birmingham Jail are
among the most revered orations and writings in the English language, and represent
watershed moments in American history.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Intelligence Plus Character
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
As a college student, Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., wrote in his campus newspaper The
Maroon Tiger, “We must remember that intelligence is not enough. Intelligence plus
character – that is the goal of true education.” Indeed, Liberty Common’s core academic
philosophy tightly aligns with King’s.
“The complete education gives one not only power
of concentration, but worthy objectives upon which
to concentrate,” he added. King’s essay ends
prophetically: “If we are not careful, our colleges
will produce a group of close-minded, unscientific,
illogical propagandists, consumed with immoral
acts. Be careful, ‘brethren!’ Be careful, teachers.”
In the second grade, Liberty Common students
learn “that fighting for the rights of African
Americans has been an important cause for many
people throughout the United States.” Here, our
school’s curriculum accentuates Rev. King’s
impact, and other profound examples such as
Mary McLeod Bethune, Ruby Bridges, Jackie
Robinson, and Rosa Parks.
Along their journey through the eighth grade,
lessons about key historic figures and topical
themes deepen, widen, and circle back multiple
times. In this way, Liberty students acquire solid foundational knowledge about things all
Americans ought to know. To these facts and stories Liberty’s professional instructors
imbed direct attachments to the American Civil Rights Movement, and other “worthy
objectives upon which to concentrate.”

All-School Newsworthy Notices

LCHS history instructor, Dr. Joel Penning welcomes the audience, and explains the rules.

Geography-Bee winner, Johanna Rehme, Dr.
Penning, and runner-up, Caleb Dean.
Congratulations, Johanna.

Rehme Wins Geo Bee. Congratulations to LCHS 7 th grader Johanna Rehme who won
the school’s Geography Bee on Tuesday. She faced stiff competition from fellow
7th grader Caleb Dean, who took second place. Johanna won the competition in the
championship round with an outstanding answer correctly identifying The Yukon Territory
as part of Canada. National Geographic has cancelled state and national level Geography
Bees this year, so Johanna will rest on her laurels as school champion. Congratulations to
all of the competitors: 4 th Graders Josiah Kuddes and Levi Rehme, 5th Graders Caleb
Loucks and Carter Wise, 6 th Graders Samuel Johnson and Oliver Woodard,
7th Graders Caleb Dean and Johanna Rehme, and 8th Graders Casey Hines and Ryan
Murphy.

Festival of Ideas. On Saturday, February 27th, we are hosting our fifth-annual Festival of
Ideas. The Festival is a colloquium where content experts and students present on a
broad array of topics from the fields of poetry, music, history, philosophy, astrophysics, art
history, and more. This year's event will be held virtually on Zoom, but you still need to
register for each talk you attend. Also, this year, we will be graced with the insights of two
incredible speakers who are teaming up for the keynote address: Dr. David Rothman and
Dr. David Mason, both former poet laureates. Read more about them and our other guest
presenters in the flier linked below. Come join us for a day of exploration and
discovery. Email festivalofideas@libertycommon.org with questions.
CLICK HERE to register for the event.
CLICK HERE for presentation descriptions and more information.
CLICK HERE for the event flier.

Public Servants On Deck. Liberty Common School was honored to have five key public
officials on hand at last Sunday’s Legion of Thirteen Induction Ceremony. Their presence
is a reminder of the importance high-quality public education plays in the maintenance of
our Republic, our state, and our community. Joining our students, and cheering them on
were Colorado State Senator Joann Ginal, Fort Collins Mayor Wade Troxell, Members
of the Colorado State Board of Education Joyce Rankin, and Debora Scheffel, and
Poudre School District interim superintendent Dr. Todd Lambert – all of whom are
pictured nearby. If you see these public servants about town, please let them know how
grateful we all are for their engagement with our excellent school.

PSD Interim Superintendent
Todd Lambert

State Sen. Joann Ginal

State Board of Education
Member Joyce Rankin

Fort Collins Mayor Wade Troxell
State Board of Education Member Debora Scheffel

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
Wonderfully Weird. Author of such classics as Where the Sidewalk
Ends and A Light in the Attic, Shel Silverstein is a favorite on our
Great Books List. Nonsensical, wild, carefree, and at a times a little
strange, Silverstein’s poetry has captured the attention, giggles, and
awe of children since 1964. Click here to read the rest of the
column.

Elementary School Calendar
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day | No School.
Jan 17 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00PM | LCS.
Jan 29 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
Feb 1 | District Spelling Bee.
February 8 - February 11 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 12 | Professional Development | No School.
February 15 | President's Day | No School.
February 25 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00 PM | LCS.
February 26 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.

Every Family a Donor

Not too late for Generosity Unmasked. Our year-end fundraising campaign is so close
to meeting our goal of $250,000. Will you please participate today and help us reach the
finish line?
Charitable Incentive Extended. The charitable-giving incentive for 2021 has been
extended. For donors who itemize their tax returns, you may claim a deduction of 100% of
your Adjusted Gross Income. Your support of Liberty Common School can enable
significant tax savings. Donate today and take advantage of this tax-savings opportunity
while supporting Liberty Common School.

Mrs. Sandy Stoltfzus LCS Assistant
Principal's Message.

In-Person Relationship.
As I walked down the hallway hand-in-hand with a precious young student, she skipped
joyfully while telling me of her love for birthdays and balloons. She squealed with delight
as we made our way toward Mr. Matt Kazy’s office (Elementary AST Coordinator).
Upon entering the room, she was greeted affectionately with, "Hey buddy," by her adoring
teacher. Not a moment was wasted before she hopped into her familiar seat (surrounded
by a crystal-clear three-sided desk mask) and began a fast-paced review of site words.
As the stack of flashcards dwindled, the speed increased, she was reading the words as
quickly as they were revealed. As an observer, with a keen understanding of this child's
reading skills at the beginning of the school year (after a spring-semester of remotelearning at another school), it wasn't long before my mouth had dropped behind my mask
and my eyes welled up with tears.
The growth that had occurred in twelve short weeks of excellent in-person classroom
instruction and targeted intervention was nothing short of awe-inspiring.
Hanging on the front of the desk mask in Mr.
Kazy’s office was a picture of a Pegasus. This
was not just an ordinary Pegasus, oh no. This was
a talking Pegasus who congratulated the student
upon completion of each task.
“Pegasus points” were earned for tasks
completed, but the audible delight came in the
form of heart-warming giggles from this assiduous
early reader when the Pegasus interacted with
her. She was fully aware Mr. Kazy was the voice
of the Pegasus, but that fact did not deter the utter
joy.
As a result of the heroic efforts by our school
community, Mr. Kazy has had the opportunity to
build an in-person relationship with this
student. He knows her academic strengths, and
has identified the gaps.
In addition, he knows she has an affinity for Disney characters and will work hard to earn a
Daisy-Duck sticker on her spelling sheet. The goal for this student is growth in the skills of
reading, the conduit is excellent instruction through in-person relationship.
As social creatures, we thrive in healthy relationships. For many of us, this reality has
never been so evident as in the last ten months.
Learning occurs best in person because, in large part, the school building is a place where
relationships are built between caring professional educators, and malleable expectant
children. It is one of the good, true, beautiful and perfect aspects of life many of us have
taken for granted.
Once again, I applaud our faithful families, our committed faculty, and staff for their heroic

and sacrificial efforts to keep our Liberty doors wide open, and to ensure the school’s
mission is achieved in full measure through the superior methods of in-person instruction,
and in-person relationship.

Alumni Update From Bella Miller, LCHS ’19,
LEGIO XIII, Now Attending Western Colorado
University in Gunnison, CO.

A 2019 LCHS alumna, Bella Miller is a member of the LCS Legion of XIII having attended
our excellent school from kindergarten through graduation. She’s now attending Western
Colorado University in Gunnison, majoring in biology with an emphasis on nursing, and
minoring in psychology.
The former LCHS track standout is now part of the NCAA track-and-field team for
WCU. Bella attends WCU with her twin sister Elsie (LCHS ‘19/LEGIO XIII) whose Alumni
Update will appear here in next Friday’s Liberty Common Sense edition.
Balancing academics, athletics, and finding time to submit an Alumni Update is a talent
Bella says she acquired through her experiences attending Liberty Common School.
“My program is very engaging and I have found that my time at Liberty prepared me well
for college, especially being a student-athlete.”
The rest of Bella’s update follows. “Liberty taught me how to manage my time and that has
helped me tremendously in college. Some of my classmates and fellow teammates
struggle to balance schoolwork, extra-curricular activities, and jobs. I truly feel that my
many years at Liberty prepared me for college life.
“I was fortunate to have been taught by the best teachers, and coached by amazing
coaches. I am especially grateful to Coach Reeves, Coach Wilcox, and Coach Mayes
for not only coaching me, but feeding my passion for track and field, and pushing me to
achieve my goal of being an NCAA athlete.
“I would also like to thank Mrs. Karr. She prepared me well for my biology classes
now. She teaches with such passion and she instilled that same passion of learning
biology in me.
“Some encouragement for Liberty students is that, it is worth it. Finishing high school at a
school like Liberty, you’ll do great in college and life.

“Go Mountaineers!”

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

Athletics Updates:
Mask Mandate. The Colorado High School Activities Association was recently granted a
variance from the state government to hold a season B, allowing Liberty Common and
other high schools to field a men's and women's basketball and women's swimming
season starting in January. As part of the variance, athletes are required to wear masks at
all times while on the court (basketball or volleyball) or while not actively swimming. This
directive comes through the approved variance. We ask for patience and understanding
as well as your cooperation with our coaches and administrators as we work diligently to
provide this opportunity for our wonderful student athletes. Please feel free to direct any
questions or concerns to Mr. McDonald and we will be happy to discuss the current
situation.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
JH Volleyball.
7th- and 8th-grade volleyball will have parent meetings on Monday, January 18th, 2021.
CLICK HERE for details.
7th- Topic: 7th Grade Volleyball Parent Meeting, 1/18/21, 7:00PM.
8th- Topic: 8th Grade Volleyball Parent Meeting, 1/18/21, 6:00PM.

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Basketball. Tryouts will take place on January 19th, 2021, men's will be from 5:007:00PM, and women's from 7:00-9:00PM.
Men's and women's basketball will switch between early (5:00-7:00PM) and late (7:009:00PM) practices every week. Men's basketball will start with early practices starting the
week of January 19th.
Schedules can be found on our website under your team's page.
Men's Soccer. Men's soccer will host voluntary "kick arounds" at Warren Park on
January 16th, 23rd, and 30th, 2021 from 10:00am-12:00pm (weather permitting). Reach
out to Coach Salehi or check our website for more information.
HS Basketball. We will have a voluntary team camp from January 11th - January 15th.
Women's will be from 5:00-7:00pm, and men's from 7:00-9:00PM.
Tryouts will take place on January 18th, 2021. Men's will be from 5:00-7:00PM and

women's will be from 7:00-9:00PM.
Schedules can be found on our website under your team's page.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Connections: The Liberty Common School Reading Lists
By: Cherie Pedersen, LCS Teacher
“But there’s so much to learn,” he said, with a thoughtful frown.
“Yes, that’s true,” admitted Rhyme; “but it’s not just learning
things that’s important. It’s learning what to do with what you
learn and learning why you learn things at all that matters.”
“That’s just what I mean,” explained Milo as Tock and the
exhausted bug drifted quietly off to sleep. “Many of the things
I’m supposed to know seem so useless that I can’t see the purpose in learning them at
all.”
“You may not see it now,” said the Princess of Pure Reason, looking knowingly at Milo’s
puzzled face, “but whatever we learn has a purpose and whatever we do affects
everything and everyone else, if even in the tiniest way.”
The Phantom Tollbooth
When I first started teaching, we were told that we needed to provide background
knowledge. What is background knowledge? (CLICK HERE to continue reading)

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 130. The Hostess. The mother usually is
seated at the table and acts as hostess, although
sometimes a mother prefers to turn over this duty to
her son or daughter.”

News Worth Repeating
New-Year Reminder. Our end-of-day staggered dismissals
begin at 3:00 PM. Dismissals are in five-minute intervals to
ease traffic congestion. Please note the staggered pick-up time
is based on the first letter of your last name. Thank you for your
diligence in adhering to this schedule.
Students Dismissed by First Letter of Last Name
A-I, kindergarteners, and kindergartener siblings | 3:00-3:05.
J-O | 3:05 - 3:10.
P-Z and students riding the bus | 3:10-3:15.

Chess Clubs Ramping Up. Chessmates spring chess clubs are starting Tuesday,
January 19th. All clubs will be held online with all skill levels welcome. Learn. Play.
Advance. For information, and to register, please CLICK HERE. Remember, “Every chess
master was once a beginner.” – Irving Chernev, famous Ukrainian-American chess
master, and author.

Still Time to Register. 5 th-, 6 th-Grade Musical-Theater Camp. Attention fifth and sixth
graders: Just because there is no 5/6 Musical Theater production this year doesn't mean
our student actors will be left with nothing! Instead, we will be holding a 4-week theater
camp in two sessions – one for fifth grade, one for sixth. Each week, we will cover a
different theatrical skill in order to grow your abilities as a performer. We’ll cover
auditioning, voice/body, dance, & improvisation. Fifth-grade dates: Tuesdays 1/19, 1/26,
2/2, and 2/9. Sixth-grade dates: Tuesdays 2/16, 2/23, 3/2, and 3/9. All classes run from
3:30-5:00pm. The camp is limited to the first 30 students to register in each grade. CLICK
HERE to sign up today.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
January 29 | February 26 | March 26 |
April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Sports Physicals. Please make sure to take care of your sports physicals as soon as
possible. Make an appointment with your healthcare provider to complete a sports
physical form. That form can be found HERE.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.

Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day.
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day .
Feb 15 | President's Day.
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, January 28, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

