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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week is Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell Week at LCS.
Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell was the first female medical doctor to
receive a medical degree in the United States. She became an
advocate for the education of women in medicine. Blackwell
established the New York Infirmary for Women and Children
with her sister Emily in 1857 and organized the New York
Medical College for Women in 1868. Her sister was the third
woman in the U.S. to earn a medical degree. She was also
instrumental in the formation of the U.S. Sanitary Commission
in 1861 under the auspices of President Abraham Lincoln.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

The Elementary School Is Key
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
In his newest book How to Educate a Citizen: The Power of Shared Knowledge to Unify a
Nation, Dr. E.D. Hirsch, Jr., explains why the elementary school is most important in
influencing academic development. Grades k-8 meet children at the most formative
moments establishing emotional attachments to one another, and fostering ideas crucial
to sustaining a nation-state.
A handful of Liberty administrators participated, last week,
in a webinar with Dr. Hirsch. The foundation of community
and patriotism is language, he told us. Language requires
common background knowledge. Studies of prehistory,
and the ancient world show that the tribes, and civilizations
with the best communication succeeded, and thrived.
“Language is only efficient if you don’t need to explain
everything,” Hirsch said. He used for example the
sentence, “Make tea.” All the steps necessary in making
tea are generally understood, and therefore effectively
conveyed by just two monosyllabic words. Imagine having
to explain every detail of this process starting with defining
a tea leaf.
Sophisticated learning occurs best when children are equipped
with efficient communication skills. The elementary classroom,
therefore, must be a speech community. Political polarization
stems from improper teaching, Hirsch said. Skills must be
domain-based. Children need to be taught a lot of facts toward
very specific commonalities.
Hirsch’s newest book adds more research depth, and refined
arguments favoring the Core Knowledge curriculum which
he created, and which Liberty Common School has utilized for
decades. CLICK HERE to obtain a copy. CLICK HERE to
read an excellent interview of Hirsch discussing the book’s
recent release.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Kindergarten TA Job Opening. The school has an opening, starting immediately, in Mrs.
DeVany's kindergarten class. Mrs. Valerie Siebert will be joining the school's Academic
Support Team. CLICK HERE to review the job posting.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty (either
campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please urge
them to attend our Public-Information Night Monday September 28, 6:30PM-8:30PM at
Liberty Common High School in the Great Hall. These are informative presentations for all
parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what
we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the
next open-enrollment spot.

Vision and Hearing. Parents in grades k,1,2,3,5,7, and 9: You should have already
received notices regarding vision and hearing protocol for this year. Please return
completed forms to the office with your student's name on each. CLICK HERE for more
information. Anyone who is interested in volunteering to help with a small-scale visionand-hearing assessment day in November, please email our school nurse, Natalie
Dybzinski.

Pandemic-Response Updates
Five Weeks. Liberty Common School has now conducted in-classroom schooling for five
weeks with no known incidents of COVID-19 exposure among students, faculty, or
staff. This is a rather fantastic milestone given the vastness of daily, inexorable human
interaction in a school building. Two key takeaways: 1) All investments of manpower, time,
and money have already paid off. One month of in-classroom, high-quality education adds
enormous, irreplaceable value to a child’s education. Widespread closure of schools
throughout the country is resulting in academic casualties imperiling an entire generation
of Americans. 2) It’s fair to conclude the myriad levels of precautionary measures the
school has taken has helped achieve this milestone. The significance of today’s five-week
milestone should not be underappreciated, nor should the munificent academic benefits
derived by our community’s public-health fortitude be undervalued. Let’s keep it up, and in
all ways be steadfast. Omnes Viae Tuae Stabiliant is a perfect motto for our times.

LCHS Assistant Principal Message,
Dr. Robinson

Sparking the Desire to Learn
“The policies of Liberty must support the student's adoption of a personal quest for
academic growth.”
I have always liked this line from the school’s philosophy page. This reminder that
we are in the business of supporting students’ adoption of a personal quest for
academic growth helps frame and guide our efforts as a school. Put in the traditional
language of classical education, we wish to help students desire that which is true,
beautiful, and good.
To do that, our courses must be full of actual
knowledge, content that is worthy of a quest.
Tenth graders in British Literature are given
that gift as they read the entirety of great works

such as Paradise Lost by John Milton.
Grappling with the beautiful, but challenging,
poetry in that work, as well its grand themes,
such as the nature of free will, is an effort worth
making. Helping students want to do that,
because they value the intrinsic beauty of the
work and its ideas, not just because they value
good grades, is one of the great challenges
and rewards of teaching.
Directing students down that path requires
educators to make, and believe, the
straightforward claim that some knowledge,
ideas, and books are more worthy of study than
others. As obvious as that may seem, much of education today is based on a
rejection of just those sorts of judgments. Teachers are often encouraged to guide
students in discovering whatever feels interesting or valuable to them. This
approach contains some useful insights in harnessing children’s curiosity, but a
significant opportunity is missed when the adults in the room fail to direct students
down paths known to be productive and worthwhile.
E.D. Hirsh, whose ideas do so much

to inform our approach, was a strong
advocate of creating a specific,
sequenced curriculum filled with the
most important ideas and knowledge
in each discipline. As students
progress up through the elementary
and into the high school, they will be
exposed to much that is true, good, and beautiful across the curriculum. A third
grader preparing for Roman Day, for example, will experience the wonder of looking
back across time and place and considering daily life in that fascinating
civilization. They will dress in Roman clothes and hear Roman stories and
experience that desire to know more. They will feel the sense of accomplishment
that comes from having their curiosity satisfied. That feeling is the beginning of a lifelong quest to further their education and understand more about every worthy
subject.
When I ask my history classes why we study history in school, the most common
answers are about the utility of learning from the past to inform the present. Those
are good answers and contain a lot of truth. I always add, however, that we also
learn history because it is intrinsically beautiful and fascinating and it should bother
us that there are things worth knowing about the world which we do not yet know, in
history and in every discipline. May we all find ways to nurture the desire in every
child to want to learn for the sake of knowing. We should feel, and help children feel,
a good and worthy dissatisfaction with the boundaries of our knowledge, and the
desire to expand those boundaries further.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Say Cheese. Individual picture day is next Friday,
October 2. Photo-ordering forms were given to
classroom teachers to distribute. Be sure to
check your student's back-pack or Monday folder.
You may also CLICK HERE to print an order form
or order on-line. (Click on pre-order fall school
portraits and have credit card ready. Access Code

: LCEL2020.)
Please turn in picture-order forms to your
student's teacher. If your child forgets his or her
order form, Skillman Photography will still take
your child's picture and accept orders until Oct.
7th. If your child is absent, he or she may have
pictures taken on Picture-Make-up Day. Date
TBD.

The Show Must Go On. We are putting on a
version of our annual Talent Show, which
will take place on Friday, October 16.
If interested in showcasing your talents,
please submit a video of your act by October
9. This is your audition video, so film in your
talent-show attire and do your best. Your
audition video can be taken on a phone or
computer, and should be no longer than 2.5
minutes. Please send your video to Mrs. Clemens at aclemens@libertycommon.org.
If you are chosen to be part of our show, you will be required to come to school on the
evening of October 16. We will let you know what time to arrive. Acts will be staggered.
You are allowed to bring family members as an audience.
A professional videographer will tape acts, and will release a school-wide video of the
entire show.
You may perform an act with other students at your parent’s discretion.
Just because you have submitted a video for auditions does not necessarily mean you will
be chosen for the show. We will admit the same number of acts as usual, which means
some will be cut. Please wait for an email to confirm whether you will be a part of the
show.
We can’t wait for you to share your talents.
Drug, Alcohol Prevention Night. Liberty’s annual 5 th- and 6 th-Grade Drug and Alcohol
Night will be held on Oct 5th from 6:30PM to 8:00PM in the Liberty Performance
Hall. Katherine Chu is a Prevention Education Program Manager at Partners. She will
lead an interactive session for students, and their parents. The title of this session is,
“Understanding Habits: How They Form and How We Can Choose Healthy Habits.” This
session encourages students to understand how habits form and to think about ways to
live substance free.
Participants will view “Natural High,” a video featuring musicians and entertainers who
entreat kids to live drug-fee, to do well in school, unleash their potential, and pursue their
dreams. 5th- and 6 th-grade students who attend will receive extra credit in a class of their
choice.
Stoltzfus Leading Parenting Course. Save the dates: Monday evenings Oct 19 th – Nov
9th. Join LCS Assistant Principal Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus for a fun-filled four-week
parenting course. Parenting the Love and Logic WayTM provides parents tools and
techniques to raise respectful, responsible, and enjoyable children. Parents will learn
strategies to avoid unwinnable power struggles, to stay calm and empathetic, to set
enforceable limits, to empower children rather than enable them, and help children learn
from their mistakes. Time: 6:00 – 8:00PM. Location: Liberty Common Elementary School.
Cost: $15.00 (to cover participant materials). Registration is starting October 2nd . Watch
future editions of Liberty Common Sense. The class is limited to the first 20
registrants. Childcare is not provided; but Mrs. Stoltzfus is happy to connect you with some

outstanding Liberty Common High School students for babysitting.

Congratulations to the 2020-2021 Student-Council Representatives. 5th graders from
Mrs. Hersh's classroom are Addie Clemmer and Gideon Tullius. Charlotte Swigle and
Solin Castillo from Mrs. Cardenas class, and Ethan Zielke and Brianna Iverson from
Mrs. Hickman's class. 6th graders are represented by Audra Greenacre, and Jenna
Siener from Mrs. Allen's class. Vicente Romero and Keelin O'Malley from Mrs.
Jurgen's classroom, and Ashlyn Eyden and Gabe McDanald from Mr. Huey's class. Be
sure to offer your congratulations when you see a representative in the hallways.

Alumni Update From Alayna Schepman, LCHS
’19, Now Attending UNC, Greeley
Unfortunately, we are out of Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt
to drop us a paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to
the entire Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

“I graduated Liberty Common High School in 2019, having been part of the community
since grade 5. I'm currently studying speech-language pathology and audiology in my
second year at the University of Northern Colorado in Greeley. My program is interesting
and I have found that in many ways, my experiences and time at Liberty helped prepare
me for college.
“For example, I have kept up on similar study habits that I learned through Liberty which
have led me to be very successful in my classes. I know how important it is to ask for help
from my professors when I need it, and the value of reaching out about topics that have
interested me.
“I was offered a scholarship through UNC going into my
freshman year, and I was accepted into the honors
program through the university as well. Looking back at my
time spent at Liberty, I am very grateful for the small class
sizes, as it made the classes more personal to students
and tended to their individuality. I am lucky to have a
similar experience in college, and have been excited to see
the sharing of differing ideas and opinions, and been a part
of diverse, and inclusive classroom cultures. I have met
some really amazing people, and professors not only from
around the country, but the world as well, and I am excited
to dive deeper into the very welcoming community at UNC!
“Although I've graduated, I find myself still connected to the
Liberty community through my sister Reagan who is in 7th
grade. Also, I'm nannying for a ‘Kinder’ at Liberty named
Zachary Allen.”

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

JH cross-country teammates challenged Mr. Wallace to a
race after Friday's cross-country meet. Maddy Zielke and
Emily Geyser took the cake.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
JH Cross Country
Congratulations to our junior-high cross-country team as it wraps up a successful season
amidst a global pandemic and constant change this fall. We are working to find a final
meet for our team, so don't quit coming to practice quite yet.
JH Soccer
Coach Greenlaw will be hosting drop-in practices at the elementary soccer field on
Wednesday's from 4:00-5:30PM.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Horner (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Gill (8th); Coach Weidert (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country. Good luck to our cross-country team as it travel to Estes Park for its
meet this week. Next week will be our last meet of the regular season as we prepare for
regionals and the state meet.
High School Baseball Coaching Search. We are still in the interview process for our
head baseball coach search. We are not wanting to compromise and are patiently waiting
for the perfect coach to lead our men. Stay tuned for more practice/drop-in information for
this fall.
Sportsmetrics Program. With the prolonged time off, injuries to our athletes are
becoming more common (search for NFL injuries from this past weekend for examples).
The Sportsmetrics program is designed specifically for prevention and joint stability. Our
athletic trainer, Stacy Hutchings, is offering this program to our athletes this fall in
preparation for our playing seasons in the spring. If you are interested, please reach out to
Mr. McDonald for more information. Group training will be offered at LCHS in addition to
individual training at Stacy's clinic.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.

Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Discounts And Offers For Liberty
Common Families. Many Liberty
family-owned businesses are offering
discounts for Liberty Common families.
Take a look at our Business
Directory and support a business
connected to a Liberty family today.
Some businesses have also chosen to
donate a portion of their proceeds to
Liberty Common School. Business
owners: Make sure your company is
represented by completing this
simple online form.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by
the Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A
link to the full article will be included at the end of the section to
read the article in its entirety.

The Knowledge Connection
By E.D. Hirsch Jr.
Saturday, February 16, 2008
The Washington Post

Why has the No Child Left Behind law left so many children behind? According to the
latest scores from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), the reading
achievement of eighth-graders has declined since the law was passed in 2001, and the
large reading gap between advantaged and disadvantaged children -- "the achievement
gap" -- has stayed where it was. Today's eighth-graders had recorded gains in fourth
grade, but these have not led to improvements in later grades -- when reading scores
actually count for a student's future.
Those in Congress in charge of crafting revisions should understand that the law's
disappointing... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
"Rule No. 118. Dress for Boys. A boy
wears a business suit, hat, coat, and gloves.
Sport clothes should be worn only at a clubhouse, or at a most informal tea. Leave your
hat, gloves, and overcoat in the room shown
you by the hostess.
"If you have an umbrella your hostess or a
helper will tell you where to leave it.”

News Worth Repeating
Official Count Day. All public schools in Colorado earn state funding based on the
number of students attending their school. It is crucial your student attends school on
October 1 so we may continue delivering quality education and extracurricular
programming. If your child will be absent during this time, please contact the front office for
an official document to sign. The importance of attendance on October 1 cannot be
overstated.

Sick Kid? Follow This Protocol: If your child is unwell, determine whether symptoms are
“major,” or “minor,” and follow health-department guidance. According to Larimer County
public-health officers, illness symptoms are “major” if the patient is feeling feverish or
chilled, temperature of 100.4F or higher, loss of taste or smell, new or unexplained
persistent cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing. “Minor” symptoms include
sore throat, runny nose/congestion, muscle or body aches, headache, fatigue, nausea,
vomiting, and diarrhea. Major COVID-like symptoms require either a doctor's clearance
note with an alternate diagnosis, and/or a ten-day quarantine prior to returning to
school. Any student with mild COVID-like symptoms that clear within 24 hours may follow
regular illness guidelines, and return to school. Otherwise, they are expected to adhere to
the same guidelines. Please remember a COVID-19 test alone will not clear a student for
returning to school. If you have specific questions, please contact the school office, and/or
your healthcare provider. CLICK HERE for an at-home screening tool. CLICK HERE for
guidelines about when to keep your student home.

Volunteers Still Needed for Lunch and Recess. We are so grateful for the abundance
of gratitude and generosity expressed by our families in our return to school. As you know,
we always rely heavily on our parent and grandparent volunteers, the school was founded
with the expectation that our families would be involved in all aspects of the school. This
year, more than ever, we need volunteers to assist us during lunch and lunch
recess. Many grade-levels are still in need of volunteers.
Our tremendous Teacher Assistants (TAs) provide support to our students during lunch
and lunch recess, but we only have two TAs for three classes at each grade-level. Having
at least one adult per classroom, especially in grade K-4, is extremely helpful to assist in
three classrooms or on the playground with opening packages, microwaving meals,
managing students, and disinfecting desks. The grade-level classrooms with parentvolunteers have touted how enjoyable and efficient their lunches are, allowing the students
more of their much-needed time for recess. Having an extra adult available also allows our
slower eaters to finish up their lunches without feeling rushed. Extra adults at lunch recess
assists us in supporting students in their classroom playground zones.
Teachers, especially in the lower grades, are regularly giving up their much-needed lunch
break to provide the extra support necessary to execute lunch under the challenging
restrictions. Our TAs without parent volunteers during lunch are managing, but feeling
weary.
If your child’s classroom volunteer spots are already filled, please consider volunteering in
another grade-level during this short (30 minute), yet demanding, time of the day.

Dress-Code Reminder. Knit cotton is not an approved Dress-Code pant fabric. Liberty
Common students are dressed for success. They look sharp. Over the past few years,
we’ve made efforts to ensure our standard of dress remained exceptional, reflective of our
serious academic institution. When needed, we make slight revisions and clarifications in
order to maintain the integrity of the Dress Code and prevent its decay to misaligned
trends.
Leading up to the most recent revision of the Dress Code (fall 2019), we included regular
updates in the Liberty Common Sense newsletters throughout the spring and summer to
ensure families were not caught off guard. We wanted families to have plenty of advanced

notice, and we attempted to be clearer and more explicit in the text of the Dress Code, in
addition to including pictures to aid families in their purchases.
We’ve made a lot of progress toward our goal of 100% Dress-Code compliance, but one
misaligned trend that continues to be a challenge is knit jeggings. Dress-Code-approved
pants are woven, twill, or corduroy. Although soft and comfy, knit pants do not meet the
school’s standard of dress. In addition, denim has never been an approved Dress-Code
fabric.
Some the other standard terms used to describe woven and twill pants are “chinos,” and
“khakis.” Woven and twill are more durable fabrics, they do not fade to white like denim
does, and they look more tailored than soft knit.
Almost every clothing section and store sells the approved woven/twill-cotton pant, some
with a little stretch added for comfort and style. Unfortunately, many of the stores market
the knit jeggings as “uniform jeggings,” which leads to continued confusion.
If you have any questions or feel uncertain, feel free to stop by the clothing closet in the
elementary school’s front office. We have an abundance of Dress-Code compliant pants in
a variety of sizes, and styles. We also have an example of the typical unapproved knit
jegging.
Your support toward our goal of 100% Dress-Code compliance is greatly
appreciated. CLICK HERE to view the Dress Code with approved, and unapproved
examples.

Remote Learning: This is only available to students who opted in before the school year
started, or for students who either test positive for Covid-19 or are required by a doctor to
quarantine. While it would be convenient to join in for the day when your child is home
sick, the turnaround time on getting students up and running on Zoom, in addition to
gathering and sending home the needed materials, is too tight. This applies to vacations,
as well. Vacation absences will be handled the same as in years past, and make up work
can be completed upon return (or sent along on the trip if arranged in advance with the
teacher). Thank you.

Immunization Records Needed. If your student is missing any immunizations, has not
turned in their records yet, or if an annual exemption form needs to be completed, please
turn this in at school health office as soon as possible. Students without proof of required
immunizations for their age, or an updated exemption form are, by law, not permitted to
attend school. For vaccine-exemption information CLICK HERE. Please contact Natalie
Dybzinski, School Nurse Consultant or Melissa Miller, LCS Health Technician if you
have any questions.

Skerj and Co. Put Mics to Good Use. Mr. Skerjanec, economics and government
instructor at LCHS, has started a podcast with two freedom-loving colleges on the oftforgotten but ever-important ideas our Founding Fathers considered self-evident. Find
Self-Evident and Forgotten on Apple Podcasts or Spotify. First five episodes are out now.
CLICK HERE to access a podcast. CLICK HERE to view episodes.

LCS Athletics Webpage. The Liberty Common School Athletic Department has launched
a new website to be our main point of information. If you have any questions in regards to
changes this year, please browse the website and hopefully your answers will be there. If
you have additional questions, please feel free to reach out to our athletic director, Mr.
McDonald. Go Eagles!
Open Gyms/Drop-Ins During the Fall
The following schedule will run during this unique fall season until our seasons start in
January:

Men's Basketball (LCHS Colosseum)- Tuesdays, Wednesdays from 6:00-8:00pm.
Women's Basketball (LCHS Colosseum)- Mondays, Thursdays from 6:00-8:00pm.
Women's Volleyball (LCHS Colosseum)- Tuesdays, Fridays from 4:00-6:00pm.
Men's Soccer (Everett Field)- Tuesdays from 4:15-5:45pm.
Women's Soccer- Information TBD.
Men's Volleyball, trial-club team (LCHS Colosseum)- Thursdays from 4:00-6:00pm,
Fridays from 6:00-8:00pm.

Elementary School Calendar
Sept 28 | Character Assembly, speaker is Ms. Kimberly Culp with the Civil Air
Patrol. | K-3 attend assembly 8:10-8:45, 4-6th grades attend 8:55-9:35 am.
Sep 28 | Public-Information Night, LCHS, 6:30PM.
Oct 2 | Individual Student Photos.
Oct 2 | Free Dress Day.
Oct 5 | 5th-6th Alcohol and Drug Education, 6:30PM., Liberty Performance
Hall.
Oct 9 | Talent Show submissions due.
Oct 16 | 1st Quarter Ends.
Oct 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL.
Oct 29 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 pm, LCHS.
Oct 30 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
October 30 | November 20 | December 18 | January 29 |
February 26 | March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Oct 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break

Dec 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 15 | President's Day
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break
Apr 2 | Good Friday
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, October 29, 2020, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

