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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week is Polykleitos at LCS.
Polykleitos was a 5th Century BC sculptor and a major force in the
development of the classical era of Greek art. While Polykleitos was
best known for his masterly bronze sculptures of young athletes, he
was also one of the most significant aestheticians in the history of art.
His treatise on achieving artistic perfection by adhering to
mathematically derived proportions continues to influence artists
today.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Mapped For Disruption
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
America’s admiration for 9-11 “first responders”
crystallized, 19 years ago, as stories emerged
chronicling the courage of those who rushed in to save
lives, sometimes sacrificing their own. The aftermath
also revealed particular heroism among New York’s
otherwise unsung sanitation workers, and utility
crews. They ingeniously repaired, and reconnected city
services to quickly restore order.
On this level, today’s anniversary of the attacks
reinforces my admiration for Liberty Common School’s
information-technology team. Led by I.T. Director Mr.
Bill Kranz, the three-person squad is loved, adored,
and definitely appreciated by everyone who works at
Liberty.
Ms. Terra Drobny, Mr. Dave Love, and Kranz are
patently indispensable in Liberty’s ongoing success. As a
matter of course, they imagine scenarios of massive
school disruption. These amazing professionals plan for
them; and, they’ve responded to multiple events with such
expertise that most people are unaware of crises averted.
In recent years, our I.T. teammates have navigated power
outages, utility-line cuts, city-system overhauls, lightning
strikes, malicious hackers, equipment failure, malware,
computer viruses, inadvertent file deletions (I plead guilty),
and more. They engineered the school’s pandemic
transformation to online instruction at the expense of only
two instructional days compared to weeks for most other
schools.

Members of Liberty’s small but mighty I.T. team are silent superheroes. They manage our
school’s information, data, communications, and security networks through multiple backup systems, and manifold pathways in order to ensure redundancy so students don’t miss
a beat.
They work outrageous hours, often foregoing weekends,
and holidays (like they just did on Labor Day this week) so
system improvements can be accomplished without
suspending class time.
Our institution is brilliantly mapped for disruption in ways
that far exceed k-12 industry standards. To the extent our
excellent school is ranked among the best, it’s definitely
due, in large part, to Liberty’s cadre of I.T. professionals.

Thanks to Drobny, Love, and Kranz, Liberty Common
students and faculty are wired for success in a resilient
school prepared to improvise, adapt, overcome, and love.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Remembering September 11th. Today marks
the the 19th anniversary of four coordinated
terrorist attacks that ended the lives of 2,996
people and set America on a course of warfare
that continues today. LCHS will mark the day with
solemn remembrance of the victims and historic
appreciation for the global significance of this
tragic event. LCS Headmaster Bob Schaffer was
a Member of the U.S. Congress at the time of the
attack and chronicled his experiences including his visit to "Ground Zero" one month
after the attack. Schaffer's memoir has been used in Liberty classrooms in past years
drawing the lessons of 9/11 close to home. CLICK HERE to read the article. Please
CLICK HERE to read a column about 9/11 that Mr. Schaffer wrote for the Coloradoan.

Dr. E.D. Hirsch with LCS Headmaster Mr.
Schaffer, and LCS Principal Mr. Churchill
(photo taken at a charter-school conference in
March 2019)

Webinar With Dr. E.D. Hirsch. Our procharter friends at The Center For
Education Reform are hosting a free, live
webinar featuring Dr. E.D. Hirsch, founder
of the Core Knowledge Foundation
(publisher of our school’s curriculum), and
an intellectual giant in the field of primary,
and secondary education. Topic: “Why
America?” in which Hirsch will discuss his
new book How to Educate a Citizen: The
Power of Shared Knowledge to Unify a
Nation. The event takes place Tue 15 Sep
2020 at 8:00AM MDT. CLICK HERE to
register. CLICK HERE for more information
about the program.

Official Count Day. All public schools in Colorado earn state funding based on the
number of students attending their school. It is crucial your student attends school on
October 1 so we may continue delivering quality education and extracurricular
programming. If your child will be absent during this time, please contact the front office for
an official document to sign. The importance of attendance on October 1 cannot be
overstated.

Liberty On TV, Recorded. If you missed, last week,
Colorado Public TV Channel 12’s broadcast program
featuring Liberty Common School, you can watch the
episode in its entirety by CLICKING HERE.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty (either
campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please urge
them to attend our Public-Information Night on Monday September 21, 6:30PM-8:00PM at
Liberty Common Elementary School. These are informative presentations for all parents
wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what we
do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11, attending
one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the next openenrollment spot.

Pandemic-Response Updates
Health Guidance. If your student is sent home from school or stays home from school
due to any COVID-like symptoms, he/she will need to be cleared with an alternate
diagnosis by a healthcare provider before returning to school. Otherwise, students are
being asked by the Larimer County Health Department to remain at home for 10 days prior
to return to school. Please remember a negative COVID-19 test alone will not clear them
for returning to school. If they are sent home, please reach out to your healthcare provider
on guidance for returning to school with an alternate diagnosis and whether they believe a
COVID-19 test is warranted.

School Illnesses. Please re-read our updated "When to Keep Your Child Home From
School" guidelines. It is important to follow these and keep your student home from
school when they apply, even when inconvenient, to prevent the spread of illness to other
children.

Liberty’s Cleaner Air. Liberty’s administrators have done a lot
of talking about the school’s rather expensive installation of
needlepoint bipolar ionization systems to the air-handling
structures at both campuses. It sure sounds interesting.
CLICK HERE to watch a three-minute video explaining (in very
general terms) how the technology works, and how it helps
reduce the vast majority of particles – including viruses –
hovering in the schools’ indoor air.

Update from Liberty's Board of Directors
Board of Directors Gratitude
One of the earliest virtues we parents teach our children is that of gratitude. From a young
age, our children are taught to say, ‘thank you’ in recognition of kindness shown to
them. At Liberty, we focus on the capstone of gratitude, which the Roman statesman and
philosopher Cicero deemed “the mother of all virtues.” Liberty’s Board of Directors would
like to express its genuine gratitude to our school community at the beginning of the
2020/21 school year by recognizing and thanking the following:
Liberty’s dedicated and talented administrators and professional staff and
instructors. Planning for and facilitating the start of this school year has been a
significant effort, but thanks to all those employed at Liberty, our students are
receiving the best education in the state of Colorado. Liberty’s staff’s commitment to
providing our children the gift of a virtuous and classical education is commendable,

admired and extremely valuable.
Liberty parents and caregivers. The Board of Directors is grateful to all families who
entrust Liberty with the education of their children. Liberty is more than just a
school; it is an important community of parents and families who hold the education
of their children as a top priority. Through the difficulties over the last six months,
our families have supported one another and provided meaningful lift to Liberty’s
staff. Thank you for making Liberty such a special community.
Our financial donors and those who gift their time. Liberty’s educational delivery is
enhanced by the support of countless volunteer hours. Your efforts in Liberty’s
classrooms and during events are appreciated. Additionally, Liberty’s Board of
Directors is indebted to the school's generous financial donors. Thanks to you,
Liberty had its most successful fundraising year ever last year and will be able to
provide for the school’s financial strength and flexibility.
Liberty’s Financial Accountability Committee. A tremendous group of volunteer
parents have worked extra hard this summer to successfully navigate Liberty
through tumultuous financial times and a 5% reduction in state educational
funding. On behalf of the entire Liberty community, the Board of Directors would like
to express its deepest appreciation for Liberty parent/grandparent volunteers: Todd
Arndorfer, David Diehl, Charles Grant, Brad Kreikemeier, Alex Lynch, Dawn
Marsh, Will Morris and Ed Nix.
Strategic - Plan Update
Liberty’s Board of Directors works with the school administrators to develop strategic
direction guiding the future of our great school. The Board of Directors encourages you to
review the current strategic plan found HERE. The board has sanctioned several
committees which lead the actionable work that supports the strategic plan. A few
highlights of committees’ work:
Student Data Privacy Committee—working through a roadmap which supports
the ambitious goal to “Lead the education industry in maintaining student-data
privacy.”
Development Committee—improving Liberty communications and marketing as
well as enhancing fundraising processes and opportunities.
Newly established Expansion Committee—investigating opportunities to capitalize
on Liberty’s extensive strengths and potentially broaden educational availability.
Many committees and administrators are working to enhance the Liberty’s local,
state-wide and national leadership by building coalitions and relationships
throughout our community. The Board is grateful for parent volunteers Ms. Molly
Soasey and Ms. Lisa Willingham, who represent Liberty at Poudre School
District’s District Advisory Board. Principals Mr. Casey Churchill and Mr. Torgun
Lovely are actively leading efforts to connect classically oriented schools
throughout the state, as well.
Please make attendance at an upcoming board meeting a priority. Liberty is a parent-led
school, and attending a board meeting is a wonderful way for our families to learn about
the leadership and direction of our incredible school. Meetings occur the last Thursday of
each month at Liberty Common High School. Board meeting details here.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices

Lizzie’s Mom Is Home! LCS 1st grader Lizzie Brekke had a big day yesterday – her
mom Allison Brekke, who serves in the military, returned home after a long deployment
in the Middle East. Lizzie’s classmates in Mrs. Brown’s class made a big “welcomehome” display on their bulletin board which is pictured nearby. Hooah!

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or update your volunteer profile.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
Lore, Legend, Adventure. Book one in The Dark is
Rising Sequence is a fantastic blend of Celtic, English,
Arthurian, and Norse mythology. Over Sea Under
Stone by Susan Cooper was first published in
1965. As many fantastical portrayals of good vs. evil
are wont to be, OSUS is rife with lore, legend, and
labyrinthian adventure. More of a prequel to the series
proper, our Great Book of the Week tells the story of
the Drew siblings, whose summer getaway quickly turns
into a madcap fight against the source of evil
itself. Fans of Rowling and Tolkein are sure to quickly
fall in love with Cooper’s series. Her venture into the
mist-enshrouded Arthurian landscape in the middle of a

20 th-Century beach vacation will enthrall readers young
and old. Make this week’s pick a family read-aloud —
you won’t be disappointed.

Alumni Update From Josh Walker LCHS ’14 now
serving in the U.S. Navy. (previously ran
12/12/2016)
Unfortunately, we are out of Alumni Updates. If you know of any alumni you might prompt
to drop us a paragraph or two, please let them know how appreciated their remarks are to
the entire Liberty community. Alumni should SEND UPDATES HERE.

I have just completed my training in the Naval Nuclear Pipeline. I am now a qualified
Nuclear Reactor Operator, and I will be heading home to Maine before I deploy. I am
going to Norfolk, VA to join the USS Eisenhower (CVN 69). I am ecstatic to stop training
and actually do my job. Although this might be too late, I would say to the students that
Liberty Common will make your life much better. Because of the three years that I
attended, I became a better man in every way imaginable. Do not squander the
opportunity that LCHS is giving you.
Sincerely.
ETN3 Walker

Every Family A Donor

Thank You for Investing in the Future. Last week, we invited you to help us in the final
stages of our campaign to retire debt at Liberty Common School. Many families
responded very generously and we’re thrilled to say that we’ve now passed our goal of
$300,000 raised. Thank you! You can still contribute towards this effort - every donation
benefits the school and helps ensure our continued educational success in this remarkable
time. Contribute to Liberty Common School HERE.

Help with fundraising projects. Help the school in it’s fundraising efforts. There are
various opportunities such as serving on the Development Committee, helping to plan
events, and assisting in grant-writing efforts. To get involved, email Mr. Brett Harkey.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

LCS Athletics Webpage. The Liberty Common School Athletic Department has launched
a new website to be our main point of information. If you have any questions in regards to
changes this year, please browse the website and hopefully your answers will be there. If
you have additional questions, please feel free to reach out to our athletic director, Mr.
McDonald. Go Eagles!
JH Soccer
Coach Greenlaw will be hosting drop-in practices at the Everitt Field on Wednesday's
from 4:00-5:30pm.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Horner (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Gill (8th); Coach Weidert (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country
Good luck to our cross-country team as it takes on a collection of local schools at
Resurrection Christian School this week.
Open Gyms/Drop-Ins During the Fall
The following schedule will run during this unique fall season until our seasons start in

January:
Men's Basketball (LCHS Colosseum)- Tuesdays, Wednesdays from 6:00-8:00pm.
Women's Basketball (LCHS Colosseum)- Mondays, Thursdays from 6:00-8:00pm.
Women's Volleyball (LCHS Colosseum)- Tuesdays, Fridays from 4:00-6:00pm.
Men's Soccer (Everett Field)- Tuesdays from 4:15-5:45pm.
Women's Soccer- Information TBD.
Men's Volleyball, trial-club team (LCHS Colosseum)- Thursdays from 4:00-6:00pm,
Fridays from 6:00-8:00pm.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by
the Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A
link to the full article will be included at the end of the section to
read the article in its entirety.
How does Liberty’s Funding Compare to Neighborhood
Schools?
By: Joel Goeltl, Former Treasurer, Board of Directors
March, 2015
Liberty Common School receives approximately 95% of the public funding Poudre
School District provides to its “neighborhood” schools.
Liberty’s primary funding source is the tax dollars allocated annually by the Colorado
legislature to each school district in the state. This allocation is called the Per Pupil
Revenue (PPR). In accordance with Liberty’s charter contract, Poudre School District
(PSD) forwards the PPR to Liberty for each student enrolled... (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 116. Courtesy. If you go to a tea,
have a good time. Be courteous, be
interested in the conversation of other
guests, and do your share to make the tea a
success.”

News Worth Repeating
On-line Registration. If you have not already done so, please complete online registration
for your student as soon as possible since the school year is underway. Even if you
completed new student-enrollment paperwork, you still need to complete this online
registration as it contains important agreements for which we need your responses.

Please use the link sent to you via e-mail this past week.

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K. The annual Liberty-2-Liberty 5K, is being organized by Domus
Gratitudinous and will be held tomorrow Saturday, September 12th at 8:00 AM. Heats will
be occurring at 8:00 AM, 8:30AM, and 9:00AM. Masks are required when not running in
the race. The registration fee is $30 (including race-day registrations). CLICK HERE to
register. You must bring a check or cash to pay for the race by the day of. Volunteers are
more than welcome; they are essential. If you or your student wishes to volunteer, send an
e-mail to DG House Captains Olivia Fraser or Dharini Sriram. Please come out and join
us. This fun run is for experienced and inexperienced runners alike and will be a time to
remember including prizes and food at the finish line. Please note that dogs, skate boards,
bicycles, and roller blades are not welcome. Proceeds from the event benefit the House
System.

Morning Drop Off - No Earlier Than 7:30am . All students are let into the building upon
being dropped off in the morning. Designated drop-off times allow for a structured
staggering. Students enter the building, and report directly to their classroom. The
classroom TA or another assigned staff member is present during this time to monitor
students and help them get ready for their day. We encourage parents to drop students off
between 7:30 and 8:00. Please do not drop off students earlier than 7:30 AM. Parents may
use any entrance for students to enter the building.

After-School Bus Pick-Up. It is imperative parents/guardians meet students taking the
shuttle bus from the elementary school to the high school as they disembark upon
arrival. Also, please keep in mind the high school is still in session until 3:30PM. If you are
planning on waiting for your high-school or junior-high student, please meet your
elementary student at the bus and proceed to your car until 3:30PM. It becomes a health
and safety concern for elementary students to not be attended, or to be allowed to roam
school grounds disrupting the learning environment taking place inside the building.

Art K-2 Needs Volunteers. The LCS art program needs some volunteers in the art
rooms. Please CLICK HERE to see what’s needed, when, and to sign up.

Chess Club Online. All the cool kids at Liberty play chess, and sharpen their competitive
skills by joining Chessmates. This Fall, all classes will be accessed online, and all grades
are welcome. For more information, CLICK HERE.

Library Open. The LCS Connie Behr Memorial Library is open. This year, LCS librarian
Mrs. Gowing has set up an online platform for each grade – hyperlinked here:
6th grade | 5th grade | 4th grade | 3rd grade | 2nd grade | 1st grade | Kindergarten
All students may access games, activities, and read alouds via their grade's virtual portal
Accessing these sources is not mandatory. Online learners should be focusing on core
content while learning from home. However, if you'd like to see what Mrs. Gowing is doing
with her classes, you are more than welcome to tune in to find out how much fun we're
having.
Parents: The library is open after school daily from 3:00 – 3:30PM. The number of books
allowed to be checked out at a time will be more limited than last year. Parents may check
out up to five books at a time. An additional on-line platform has been set up for parents –
CLICK HERE. In it, you may access great-books lists, updates on library procedures,
recommended read-alouds, “Great Book of the Week,” and more.
If your student is accessing his/her classroom remotely, you will still be able to check out

books. Just send an email to Mrs. Gowing with your book request before Friday's folder
pick-up; and, availability permitting, she will include your book in your homebound
classwork packet.

Elementary School Calendar
Sept 12 | Liberty-2-Liberty 5K | 8:30 AM | LCS to LCHS
Sept 21 | Public-Information Night, LCS 6:30PM
Sept 24 | Board of Directors | 6:00 | LCHS Acropolis
Sept 25 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Sept 28 | Character Assembly, speaker is Ms. Kimberly Culp with the Civil Air
Patrol.
Sep 28 | Public-Information Night, LCHS, 6:30PM
2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
September 25 | October 30 | November 20 |
December 18 | January 29 | February 26 |
March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Oct 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 15 | President's Day
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break
Apr 2 | Good Friday
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, September 24, 2020, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

