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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week is Francis Bacon Week at LCS.
Francis Bacon was an English scientist, philosopher, and
statesman. Born in 1561, Bacon would later discover and
popularize the scientific method, whereby the laws of science are
discovered by gathering and analyzing data from experiments and
observations, rather than by using logic-based arguments. Bacon
wrote History of Life and Death, a long treatise on medicine. He is
considered the “father of the experimental philosophy” and “the
father of the scientific method,” a label first bestowed upon him by
his contemporary, Voltaire.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Peace, Tranquility, Stability, Fundraising
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Students attending Liberty Common School are lucky. It’s a good reason for parents and
supporters to consider the school’s enormous value, and to respond generously to the
school’s year-end fundraising campaign.
Pandemic upheaval in regular public schools is imperiling children, often irreparably. For
example, the state reported, Tuesday, an alarming exodus of students from Colorado
public schools, and indicated the Poudre School District’s exodus exceeds the statewide
average.
Many seem to be trying out homeschooling.
Some children are simply skipping school. Huge
numbers of families have attended Liberty’s recent
public-information nights, and desperately want to
enroll their kids here.
Moving students from one school to another is
risky. Doing so jeopardizes academic growth,
triggers emotional stress, and sometimes causes
physiological injury.
On top of this, misguided political efforts to
address plunging student counts portend
exacerbated inequity among students. Liberty
Common School is an oasis of public-school
sanity.
If the school’s annual end-of-year fundraisingappeal letter hasn’t hit your mailbox yet, it should
any day. The campaign is named “Generosity
Unmasked.” It proposes to boost compensation for LCS’s professional classroom
instructors, and support staff who have done whatever it takes to ensure our students are
not among the academic casualties accruing in Northern Colorado, throughout the state,
and across the nation.
Thanks to our incredible faculty, Liberty students are enjoying relative peace, tranquility,
and stability in their academic pursuits, and childhoods in general. This wonderful
condition is the basis for the fundraising-solicitation letter which is penned by fellow parent
volunteers Mrs. Kelly Notarfrancesco (Liberty’s Board of Directors Chair), and Mr.
Charles Grant (Board Treasurer).
Upon receiving it, please lend the appeal your highest consideration. This fundraising
effort really matters. All Generosity-Unmasked instructions are included in the letter, and
are reposted further down in today’s Liberty Common Sense.
Thank you; and Merry Christmas!

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Christmas Vacation. LCS’s annual Christmas vacation
break begins today at 2:45PM and runs through Monday,
January 4th, 2021 at 7:45AM. We hope everyone enjoys
some restful downtime, a blessed holiday season, and a
prosperous New Year. See you again in January.

Caravaggio’s “Nativity with St. Francis
and St. Lawrence” 1609.

Sublime Choruses of Holiday Felicity. As an early Christmas gift, the Liberty Singers
and LCHS Jazz choir are pleased to give you recordings of some of the songs we learned
this semester. Like so many recent events, we were no less disappointed to find out both
our scheduled live concerts this semester were forced by the state to cancel.
We were, nonetheless, determined to share what we learned this semester with our
Liberty family. Colorado’s COVID edicts also precluded hiring an accompanist for this
semester, so we learned all of our music without a piano. When it came time to record
sets the other evening, we were singing with a piano for the first time. To say it was a
beautiful and moving experience for all of us, and for those who decided to sneak in and
listen, would be an understatement. We hope you enjoy the following linked recordings,
and we wish you the warmest and most beautiful of holidays. CLICK HERE to listen to the
premier of the LCHS Jazz Choir. CLICK HERE to listen to the premier of the Liberty
Singers.
Public-Info Nights. Two public-info nights are scheduled for January – Mon Jan 11 th,
and Tue Jan 12th. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty (either
campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please urge
them to attend one of these: Mon Jan 11th, 6:30-8:30 at the elementary school (or via
teleconference using this LINK HERE); or, Tue Jan 12 th, 6:30-8:30PM in the LCHS Great
Hall (or via teleconference LINK HERE). These informative presentations are for all
parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what
we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the
next open-enrollment spot.

Grateful. The Liberty Theatre Company wants to thank everyone who attended the
showing of Julius Caesar! For those who weren't able to attend, a recording was taken
and is being prepared. In the meantime, please enjoy these photos taken by Joe
Skerjanec,

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
See You At The Bee. All are invited to join us on Tuesday,
January 5th at 3:30pm, in the LCS gym, for the 4 th-, 5 th-, and 6 thgrade school-wide spelling bees. Contestants are: 4th Grade:

Blake Stahl (Mrs. Howe), Isaac Powell (Mr. Ronen) Genevieve
Dybzinski (Mr. Siener); 5th Grade: Hailey Robinson (Mrs.
Cardenas), Evelyn Ulrey (Mrs. Hersh), Elaina Correa (Mrs.
Hickman); 6th Grade: James Parrish (Mrs. Allen), Gabe
McDanald (Mr. Huey), Rowan Flaitz (Mrs. Jurgens).

Be The First LCS Volunteer Of
2021. Parents, students,
supporters: Ring in a happy new
year by joining Mrs. Stoltzfus in
doing a deep clean of the
school’s desks and desk
masks. We want our scholars to
have a clear view of the second
semester, and a transparent, inperson-learning
experience. Show up at LCS on
Saturday, January 2nd from 1011:30am. If we can get at least
24 volunteers, we can easily
make every mask crystal-clear,
and smudge-free in about an
hour. CLICK HERE to sign up.

Gestures of Gratitude. Liberty staff and
faculty were showered with appreciation on

Wednesday with a "Staff and Faculty
Appreciation Luncheon." The teachers'
break room was adorned with beautiful
holiday cheer and a lunch with a variety of
choices from Matador restaurant. Entrées
were accompanied with sides of potatoes,
from Lucille's restaurant, fruit cups, and a
variety of desserts. The LCS parent
community came together and donated
money for the meal, and even gift cards for
a raffle. Parent volunteer, Tracy Braiman
organized the event and once again
provided an experience in which LCS staff
and faculty felt appreciated and loved.
Thanks to all.

See You Next Year! The last week of school for 2020 is nearly behind us. Amid semesterend tests, projects, and activities, students and faculty savored opportunities to signal
anticipation for the Christmas break, and time off to observe the sacred season with
family, friends, and neighbors. The nearby photos depict some of the school spirit that
defined the joyous week.

Ribbons and bows make COVID masks look
festive.
Members of the state’s best faculty enjoyed a
wonderful lunch Wednesday furnished by
LCS’s incredible parents. Thank you!

Welcome to our awesome school! LCS musicians regaled scholars Tuesday during the morning
drop-off.

Elementary School Calendar

Dec 18 | 2nd Quarter Ends.
Dec 18 - Jan 3 | Christmas Break, No School.
Jan 4 | School Back in Session | Quarter 3 begins.
Jan 5 | LCS Spelling Bee| LCS Gym | 3:30 PM.
Jan 11 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM-8:00PM| LCS Auditorium and via
teleconference.
Jan 12 | Geography Bee | LCS Gym | 3:30 PM.
Jan 12 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM-8:00PM | LCHS |Great Hall and via
teleconference.
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day | No School.
Jan 17 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00PM | LCS.
Jan 29 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.

Every Family a Donor

“Generosity Unmasked” Fundraising Initiative. The intrepid faculty and staff of Liberty
Common School have audaciously maintained in-person delivery of our content-rich,
classically oriented, liberal-arts model of education while adapting to countless pandemic
challenges. The parents serving on Liberty’s Board of Directors invite all fellow Liberty
parents to pitch in to help bolster compensation for our professional classroom instructors.
Many have already donated – generously. Thank you! Track the progress of our efforts
here.
If you have not yet contributed, now is the ideal still. Please join us in helping our school
sustain its extraordinary upward trajectory. You can send in a check, or give online
today. For more information about how to contribute stock, estate proceeds, or take
advantage of matching gifts from your employer, email us.
Donation Benefits Unmasked. This year’s federal CARES Act made tax changes to
incentivize charitable giving to Liberty Common School. In 2020 only, donors may claim a
deduction of 100% of their Adjusted Gross Income. Donations to the school, on or before
Thursday, December 31st, trigger significant tax savings for you. Take advantage of this
opportunity by giving today.

Headmaster Message from
Mr. Bob Schaffer

The Renewing Of Young Minds
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
There’s not much I remember of my first-grade year at Hopewell Elementary School; but, I
vividly recall Christmas break of 1968. What six-year-old rural-Ohio boy wouldn’t love
snow on the ground, presents under the tree, and no school?
Surely, I reveled in those things, but I remember none of it. I’m not certain whether it was
at Grandma’s house in Michigan, or at my boyhood home where I watched the Yuletide
phenomenon no awake human could possibly forget.

Like most Americans on that Christmas Eve, my eyes were glued to a television screen
watching three astronauts aboard the Apollo 8 spacecraft become the first humans to
reach the moon.
The crew didn’t land on it. They orbited ten times mapping rutty craters, and beaming
home fuzzy black-and-white images of the lunar surface.
The real-time video broadcast was absolutely stunning. The feat seemed to unite the
world, definitely our country; especially the way those astronauts spoke, and conducted
themselves. To me, the whole thing was an absolute miracle.
Riveted there in front of the TV, no one spoke. Everyone wanted to hear each word
exchanged between the NASA control center, and the three spacemen – Frank Borman,
Jim Lovell and Bill Anders.

I can hear them again in my mind right now. Anders narrated a lunar sunrise, then
spoke solemnly, directly to all of us earthlings who were tuned in.
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form,
and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light, and there was light,” read Anders
from the Book of Genesis, verses 1 - 4.
Lovell recited verses 5 – 8. Borman read 9 and 10. Hundreds of millions on Earth
watched, and listened, and hung – on every – single – word. Anders snapped the nowiconic “Earthrise” photo that broadened everyone’s viewpoint of the home planet.
The war in Vietnam weighed heavy on the country. Rev. King had been murdered that
year; so had Senator Robert Kennedy. In fact, that whole year seemed like an endless
string of bad news, disruption, and social upheaval.
At Christmastime, however, those astronauts put
everything back into proper perspective. The
extraordinary thing they were achieving, and the
extraordinary things they decided to say while
doing it united humanity. Everyone was
inspired. Everyone.
Christmas is intended to be a remarkable annual
occasion that invites everyone to contemplate real
miracles. It’s a time to celebrate true freedom,
authentic liberty, and the mystical means by which we
have come to be endowed by our creator with such
bountiful blessings.
In the life of our excellent school, the 2020 pandemic
has revealed many such blessings. Navigating
seventeen consecutive weeks of 100% in-classroom
instruction has proven to be a dauntless expedition in
public education.
As the school’s headmaster, I am blown away by the
competence, professionalism, and devotion of Liberty
Common School’s entire crew. Our classroom
instructors, teacher assistants, support staff, and
administrators are brilliantly carrying out the most
important civic mission in all of America.
What they are accomplishing, in partnership with
families of 1,200 students, is astounding. Their ethos of
“improvise, adapt, overcome, and love” has become a
galvanizing statement underscoring the Homeric things
they are doing to ensure their students thrive. It’s a
courageous statement their students have themselves
internalized, will remember; and in their crucial hour, will
know to demonstrate.
Liberty students have risen to the occasion of a peculiar
school year. Truly, the sixteen-day respite, starting
today, is perfectly timed for the renewing of their young minds coincident with hallowed
worldwide celebrations venerating the miracles of this holy season.
“And from the crew of Apollo 8,” said Frank Borman, “we close with good night; good luck,
a Merry Christmas, and God bless all of you – all of you on the good Earth.”
That’s what I remember about my first-grade Christmas break in 1968; and what I pray
everyone remembers about Christmas break 2020.

Alumni Update From Sarah Wilson LCHS ’13
(diploma #1), LEGIO XIII, Now living in Seoul,
Korea. (previously ran 12/9/15).

Greetings Liberty family!
It is that time of year again—finals. It seems like yesterday I was a junior at LCHS
stressing over my American Literature final. Back then, I had convinced myself it was
going to be the hardest test in my life, I was going to fail, and my world was going to fall
apart. Now I’m a junior in college preparing for yet another American Literature final.
I know you have all heard this a thousand times, but Liberty truly does prepare you for
college. Yes, the tests do get harder in college, but if it were not for the countless
“impossible” Liberty tests that I had to take, I would not be nearly as prepared for the
college exams I have to take today. However, Liberty has also taught us that education is
more than just homework and tests.
All too often, people approach education as a means to an ends. I find the majority of
college students view college as solely a way to get a job. Yes, higher education does
open the doors to the working world. Does this mean, however, every homework
assignment and test should be approached as mere facts we have to trouble ourselves
with memorizing to get a good grade, forget and move on to the next assignment? This
view of education neglects the truth and beauty that can be found in a liberal-arts
education. Liberty’s keystone virtue is wisdom for a reason. The virtue of wisdom springs
from knowledge but is shaped by character. Thomas Jefferson described this by
explaining how “Honesty is the first chapter in the book of wisdom.”
To be honest, I had lost sight of using my educational knowledge to seek wisdom. Like
many college students, I momentarily fell into the trap of doing academic work as merely
an ends to a means. This semester I am enrolled in 21 credits (with a 4.0 GPA so far—
knock on wood), have two part-times job, I am a senator on Student Government, an
orientation leader for new international students and an avid International Student
Ambassador. I have done all of this in order to graduate with a double major in English
and Sociology and a double minor in Education and Psychology. I even recently applied to
a major scholarship that would allow me to study abroad in South Korea over the summer
(fingers crossed for good results). I also have plans to visit Gyesong Girls School,
Liberty’s sister school in Korea, while I’m there. I have done all of this because I still
dream of teaching English abroad and hope to continue on to receive a PhD in Sociology.
My semester, as you might have guessed, has been hectic. There is nothing wrong with
being so involved in academics and on campus, many people view it as a success. The
problem arises once one allows this busyness to distract him/her from character and

moral development.
Long story short, this hectic life of mine came to a halt twice this semester. First when not
too long ago I received the news of the recent Paris terrorist attacks. My sister was in
Paris and my mom was on a flight to Paris when this tragic event happened. Thankfully,
both of them made it home safe and sound in time for Thanksgiving. During the hours I
was waiting to hear from them, not knowing yet of their safety, the truly unimportant
aspects of my life faded away from my line of thought. I was reminded of the important
things in our fleeting lives. Thankfully not too long after such a dark event I was also able
to get a glimpse of the beauty surrounding our everyday lives.
Mrs. Salazar would be the first to tell you that I love and appreciate art--especially light
drawing. However, I’m also partially color blind. I never thought about this too much. I
didn’t have any concept of how different my view of the world was from others’ perception.
Recently I received a pair of glasses that allow those with color blindness to see more of
the color spectrum. Ever since I put those glasses on, I have been absolutely astonished
with the vibrant colors and the artistry our world holds. My newfound reverence for the
world’s allurement was caused by a change of perspective. The world has always been
full of splendor. I simply needed to change my viewpoint of the world to fully comprehend
the grandeur around me.
As we all prepare for finals and the semester comes to an end, I would like to ask you all
to take a few moments to reflect on what it means to be wise. Do your best on your finals.
Study like crazy to get a grade you can be proud of, but don’t neglect your opportunities to
grow in wisdom. Let’s not only be wise about our study habits, but also wise on where we
seek for truth and beauty in our lives. Let’s rejoice for our blessings this holiday season
and never forget the beautiful fragility of life.

If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Why Does Liberty Have Great Books Reading Lists?
Dr. Maureen Schaffer, parent and founder
"I don’t care what my child eats, just so long as he’s eating!”
How many times have we heard this familiar statement uttered
by a parent? Probably never. But change eat to read, and
perhaps you’ve considered the thought yourself.
So why does Liberty require students to select books from
approved Great Books lists for required “outside”
reading...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 129. Menu. The menu for the informal
dinner depends on the equipment in the home and on
the help. Never attempt a more elaborate menu than
you can serve correctly and in perfect condition. It is
far better to have a delightful, simple, supper-party,
than an inferior, formal, dinner-party.
"The dinner menu usually consists of three or four courses. The appetizer course may be
omitted, and the salad may be served with the meat course, if you wish a simple service.

The dinner menu may be: Fruit, or Fish Cocktail, or Soup; Meat, Potatoes, or a second
Vegetable; Rolls and Relish; Salad; Dessert; and Candy, or Nuts." (to be continued)

News Worth Repeating
5th-, 6 th-Grade Musical-Theater Camp. Attention fifth
and sixth graders: Just because there is no 5/6 Musical
Theater production this year doesn't mean our student
actors will be left with nothing! Instead, we will be holding a
4-week theater camp in two sessions – one for fifth grade,
one for sixth. Each week, we will cover a different theatrical
skill in order to grow your abilities as a performer. We’ll
cover auditioning, voice/body, dance, &
improvisation. Fifth-grade dates: Tuesdays 1/19, 1/26, 2/2,
and 2/9. Sixth-grade dates: Tuesdays 2/16, 2/23, 3/2, and 3/9. All classes run from 3:305:00pm. The camp is limited to the first 30 students to register in each grade. CLICK
HERE to sign up today.

Cotillion, Social Skills. The Fort Collins
Cotillion is gearing up for its 30th
anniversary with programs for students in
grades 4 – 8. Classes convene at Fort
Collins Country Club, and run on
Sundays. Traditionally, lots of Liberty
students participate in this valuable
activity. For more information CLICK
HERE, or contact Liberty parent Mrs.
Raven Banning by email, or at (720) 9345590.

Above: class of 2019-20 Liberty Common Fort Collins Cotillion participants.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending
kindergarten in the 2021-2022 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the
kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie
Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your
student to the list.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
January 29 | February 26 | March 26 |
April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Sports Physicals. Please make sure to take care of your sports physicals as soon as
possible. Make an appointment with your healthcare provider to complete a sports
physical form. That form can be found HERE.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

State Extends School-Sports Suspension. As you may have heard in the news,
Colorado Governor Jared Polis’ administration has denied a variance request from the
Colorado High School Activities Association to begin Season B on Mon 4 January
2021. Instead, officials within the Polis administration will reconvene on Thu 14 January
2021 to consider whether it will issue a variance commencing Mon 25 January 2021 with
competitions beginning on Mon 21 February 2021.
Accordingly, Liberty Common School must pause athletic activities at our facilities (highschool and elementary) effective this week. Athletic participation will be paused effective
Mon 14 December 2020 in deference to the school’s finals week. Athletic activities will
resume in January pending further edicts of the state, Larimer County, and CHSAA
regarding proceeding. We will do our best to provide opportunities for student-athletes to
compete in the spring semester, including making contingency plans should the Polis
Administration deny another variance request.
LCHS high-school athletics will follow the timeline set forth by the CHSAA. Junior-high
athletics will follow a modified timeline. Please continue to check the weekly Liberty
Common Sense newsletter, athletics website, and social-media pages for updates as new
information is published. If you have questions, please feel free to reach out to LCS
Athletic Director Mr. Brode McDonald, or to any of our coaches.
Following is CHSAA’s current plan for high-school athletics:
· Season B-D will be shortened one week, and will now be seven weeks in duration.
· All CHSAA events will end by 26 June which is unchanged.
· Official (mandatory, not volunteer) practices for all seasons will run Mon – Sat the week
before competition, with the exception of football (Wed – Sat) to allow for the minimum
number of practice dates.
Season B: 7 Weeks (Official Practice – Jan 25 / Competition – Feb 1 - Mar 20)
Men’s & Women’s Basketball | Women’s Swim & Dive.
Season C: 7 Weeks (Official Practice – Mar 15 / Competition – Mar 22 - May 8)
Men’s Soccer | Women’s Volleyball.
Season D: 7 Weeks (Official Practice – May 3 / Competition – May 10 - Jun 26)
Baseball | Men’s & Women’s Track & Field | Men’s Swim & Dive | Women’s Soccer.
A modified calendar for junior-high athletics will be released soon.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Dec 18-Jan 3 | Christmas Break.
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day.
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day .
Feb 15 | President's Day.
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break.
Apr 2 | Good Friday.
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, January 28, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

