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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto

Next week is Barney Ford Week at LCS.
Barney Ford was born into slavery in Virginia in 1822. He escaped
working on a river boat and when he died in 1902, he was a well-known,
wealthy and successful entrepreneur in Colorado. Despite being born into
slavery, and suffering assassination attempts and bankruptcy, Ford
persevered with grit and fortitude to become a millionaire in the real estate
business.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Generosity Unmasked
By: Headmaster Bob Schaffer
The school’s annual end-of-year fundraising-appeal letter hit mailboxes this week. The
campaign is named “Generosity Unmasked,” and its objective is to supplement
compensation for LCS’s professional classroom instructors, and support staff.
As a matter of course, it’s not a prudent habit
for an organization to rely on donations to
fund salaries. However, Liberty’s Board of
Directors does not intend for this to become
a habit. Rather, it’s a short-term occasion to
help where it’s really needed this year.
The pandemic is the pressing issue set
against our school’s successful effort to
sustain in-classroom teaching. It’s an
extraordinary, costly, and exhausting
undertaking which has turned every LCS
educator into a superhero worthy of every
parent’s unmasked generosity.
The fundraising-solicitation letter is penned by fellow parent volunteers Mrs. Kelly
Notarfrancesco (Liberty’s Board Chair), and Mr. Charles Grant (Board Treasurer). As
Headmaster, I ask that their appeal is receives your highest consideration. This effort
matters.
Acknowledging everyone’s mailbox is stuffed with solicitations this time of year, it’s
important you don’t let the Notarfrancesco-Grant letter linger, or get misplaced. All
Generosity-Unmasked instructions are included in their letter, and are reposted further
down in today’s Liberty Common Sense.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Cotillion, Social Skills. The Fort Collins Cotillion is gearing up for its 30 th anniversary
with programs for students in grades 4 – 8. Classes convene at Fort Collins Country Club,

and run on Sundays. Traditionally, lots of Liberty students participate in this valuable
activity. For more information CLICK HERE, or contact Liberty parent Mrs. Raven
Banning by email, or at (720) 934-5590.

Julius Caesar This Weekend! The Liberty Theatre Company is pushing forward to it's
new performance dates of December 11-13 for Julius Caesar. Tickets already purchased
will be honored, and have had their dates adjusted. Performance capacity is 50 patrons, so
buy your tickets. The troupe appreciates your support, patience, and understanding; and,
we promise worthy performances, even if later than planned.
Please attempt to purchase tickets online. Tickets purchased at the door will take longer
to process, since we will be compiling a seating chart for contact tracing purposes. Please
be sure to wear a mask, and sit at your designated chair. Thank you.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
5th-, 6 th-Grade Musical-Theater Camp. Attention fifth and sixth graders: Just because
there is no 5/6 Musical Theater production this year doesn't mean our student actors will
be left with nothing! Instead, we will be holding a 4-week theater camp in two sessions –
one for fifth grade, one for sixth. Each week, we will cover a different theatrical skill in
order to grow your abilities as a performer. We’ll cover auditioning, voice/body, dance, &
improvisation. Fifth-grade dates: Tuesdays 1/19, 1/26, 2/2, and 2/9. Sixth-grade dates:
Tuesdays 2/16, 2/23, 3/2, and 3/9. All classes run from 3:30-5:00pm. The camp is limited
to the first 30 students to register in each grade. CLICK HERE to sign up today.

Lost-And-Found. Please take a few minutes to visit our Lost-AndFound. The shelves are bursting at the seams with items. All items
not claimed by Dec 18th will be donated to charity.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
A Christmas Thriller. There’s something decidedly magical
about this time of year – the lights, the greenery, the
baubles, the traditions. L. Frank Baum, famed author of
The Wizard of Oz series, tried his hand at the iconic Santa
Claus, lending his own particular brand of fancy to the
character. Published in 1904, Baum’s short story A
Kidnapped Santa Claus chronicles a particularly bumpy
Christmas Eve for the Father of Christmas. In the Laughing
Valley where toys are made, there are five creatures of ill
intent known as the Daemons of Selfishness, Hatred, Malice,
Envy, and Repentance – who decide to kidnap Santa Claus
so as to lure unsuspecting children into emulating the very
qualities for which they are named. Lo and behold, they
succeed! But nothing can stop Kris Kringle…or rather
nothing can stop the spirit of Christmas, not even
daemons. A fun and short read, this week’s Great Book is an
excellent choice for the weeks leading up to December 25th.

Elementary School Calendar
Dec 11-13 | Fall HS Play | Julius Caesar | LCHS Great Hall.

Dec 14 | Character Assembly | Speaker, Aislin Kottwitz, LCS parent, and
LCS BOD member | 4-6th graders attend assembly from 8:10-8:45, K-3rd
graders attend from 8:55- 9:35.
Dec 17 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00PM | LCHS.
Dec 18 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
Dec 18 | 2nd Quarter Ends.
Dec 21 - Jan 1 | Christmas Break, NO SCHOOL.
Jan 4 | School Back in Session | Quarter 3 begins.
Jan 5 | LCS Spelling Bee| LCS Gym | 3:30 PM.
Jan 11 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM-8:00PM| LCS Auditorium and via
teleconference.
Jan 12 | Geography Bee | LCS Gym | 3:30 PM.
Jan 12 | Public-Information Night | 6:30PM-8:00PM | LCHS |Great Hall and via
teleconference.
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day | No School.
Jan 17 | BOD Mtg. | 6:00PM | LCS.
Jan 29 | Liberty T-shirt Day.

Every Family a Donor

Generosity Unmasked Fundraising Initiative. The parents on Liberty’s Board of
Directors invite all Liberty parents to pitch in to help sustain and bolster compensation for
Liberty Common School’s faculty and staff. These incredible professionals are why Liberty
Common School is leading the way of academic success amidst a pandemic.
Many parents have already generously donated. Thank you! Of course, no amount is too
small or too large. As we near the end of the calendar year, it is now time for everyone to
respond with Generosity Unmasked to support our school in sustaining its extraordinary
trajectory. Please join us in ensuring Liberty Common School is fully preparing all
students for success. Show your Generosity Unmasked today.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Five of Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history that is

important for all to know. There were many hardships and
roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders
persevered to make our school what it is today, but it
wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such persistent
pioneers with a vision to make one of the best charter
schools in Colorado. For the next four weeks, we will run,
"How Did We Get Here?" by Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Mrs.
Michelle Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and Mr.
Bob Schaffer. They do a superb job of detailing the
events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as we know it. Our hope is that
by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts by our Founders to get where we are
today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we have the top elementary and high
school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.

The History of Liberty Common High School
By: Mrs. Michelle Provaznik and Principal Bob Schaffer (Founding
Parents)
The central question was obvious: Now that Liberty has the authorization to expand, can it
afford to actually do it given the dire financial situation and the volatile economy at hand?
Convinced there is no greater priority than the education of their children and buoyed by
the strong support for a high school among the Liberty parent population, the Board
decided to go forward with the plan. Though optimistic, the Board instructed the
administration to build a high school while pinching every penny in order to make the
finances work. Salaries for all Liberty personnel were frozen until further notice.
Peter Kast, who negotiated and secured Liberty's flagship
elementary-school building, answered the school's newest
call for help in finding a suitable building; and the search for
a new high school facility was on.
What shall the high school be called? After convening
student focus groups and consulting the parent population, it
was decided to stick with a brand name that carried with it a
nationwide reputation for academic excellence: Liberty
Common High School.
The school would offer a classical liberal arts curriculum
building upon the Core Knowledge Sequence and it would
accentuate math, science and engineering. Committees of
parents were convened to further develop the curriculum and the course schedules.
Public meetings were held to describe the
school, its goals and plans. Administrators
described the kinds of teachers they would
hire, and who from the current school would
go to the high-school building. A relaxed
high-school Dress Code was developed
and elated 9th graders were allowed to try it
out for their second semester at the old
Liberty Elementary School.
The House System was developed. Ninth
and eighth graders committed to attending
LCHS were assigned to one of three
Houses: Domus Scientiae, Domus Virtutis
or Domus Prudentiae. They began working
on House projects such as House crests,

logos, mottos and events.

Director of the Elementary School Casey
Churchill organized the move from LCS to
LCHS and the expansion at LCS. It was an
enormous undertaking of brilliant
coordination.
Still, one question loomed over all of these discussions and activities: Where would the
new high school be located? Hopes for a high-school property adjacent to the current
school were fading. Visions of a single Liberty campus were becoming dim. All options
considered turned into dead ends. The school was now well into 2010 – the year the high
school was scheduled to open, but there was no building in hand.
One mile south of the elementary school stood a building that had been occupied by a
defunct charter high school for a few years and had been abandoned for a few more years
since. Would that building work?

Peter Kast approached the building's owners, and obtained a key allowing the Board to
wander through the dusty vacant facility. After the walkthrough, the Board huddled in the
parking lot looking on the abandoned school as the winter sun set over its roof. The group
began mulling numbers and options. If the price came down, with some remodeling, and
with additional classroom expansion over a few more years, this location could work. The
Board decided to pursue the building at 2745 Minnesota Drive, and to continue searching
for other options.
It quickly became apparent the poor economy looming over Liberty’s expansion was
simultaneously working to the school’s advantage as a buyer in the real-estate
market. The price of the building was, by the month, dropping further below its original
asking price. With the help of an investment corporation FCCS, LLC, headed up by local

developer and charter-school backer Troy McWhinney, a solution materialized allowing
Liberty Common School to lease the building and purchase it a few years later.
Tenancy stretched Liberty’s budget to its limit, but the numbers added up – barely. With
solid enrollment and aggressive fundraising, the Board believed it could make ends meet.
A Letter of Intent was signed in February of 2010. Once an agreement was finalized, the
landlord opened the building right away so parents could take a tour. From that moment,
excitement punctuated all the work and countless hours required to get the building ready
to open by August 18th of 2010.
Teachers needed to be hired. After attending numerous job

fairs and accepting applications from around the world, a
first-rate team of LCHS educators was assembled.
The high school’s roster of inaugural instructors was
announced: Jared Dybzinski, Dr. Charles Hubbeling,
Dawn Karr, Marques Kem, William Kranz, Kay Lannen,
Jerry Lavin, Torgun Lovely, Duane Staton, Dr. Barbara
Werner, Ken Vetter, Sarah Aguilar-Francis, Megan
Ellis, Connie Logsdon, Dave Lunn, Susan Porter, Donny Reeves, Wade Torgeson
and Erin Voorhies.
The Chairman of the Colorado State Board
of Education, former U.S. Congressman,
former State Senator, and founding Liberty
parent Bob Schaffer, who had been hired
as project manager for the high-school
expansion, was named Director of
Secondary Schools. Along with Liberty’s
headmaster the school’s new
administration would direct the opening and
operation of Liberty Common High
School. (In 2011, Schaffer was named
LCHS principal, and in 2018 Liberty's
headmaster).
Architects and contractors worked
feverishly throughout the summer
remodeling the building. The administration
shopped at auctions for used school
furnishings and equipment.
Director of Elementary Education (later
named principal) Casey Churchill
orchestrated “the big move.” Classroom
supplies and furniture were boxed up,
labeled and carted off to the new school.

LCHS opened under the guidance of
Director of Secondary Schools Bob
Schaffer who was soon after named highschool principal by the Liberty Board of
Directors.

Hordes of volunteers showed up (on what always turned out to be the hottest summer
days) to unload trucks and set up classrooms. New lockers - cherry red ones - were
ordered and would eventually line the empty hallways (The lockers did not arrive until two
months into the school year. There was no carpet in the school until the second semester).
New lunchroom tables were ordered, too. There was no turning back now. LCHS would
open on time with its leading class of 10th graders. In three years, these pioneering
students would become Liberty's first graduating class - the inaugural Class of 2013.
The night before LCHS was set to open, students grades 7 - 10 came together at Liberty
Elementary School for the last time. Elementary Principal Churchill made remarks
encouraging the excited students assembled there, and then lit a ceremonial lantern that
was carried by student leaders at the head of a 2.2-mile long procession along the Poudre

River then West up to the high ground upon which Liberty Common High School sits.
The lantern carried the flame of Liberty's first "Torch Trek." The traditional event has been
reenacted by Liberty students each year since.

Alumni Update From Agnus Mpanga (LCHS ’13),
Graduated from Dar es Salaam University, in
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania .

The 2012-13 foreign-exchange student from Mbeya was a long way from home when she
attended LCHS, and lived with her host family, the Gillespies (Deneen & Scott). This
year, Agnus Mpanga graduated from Dar es Salaam University in the United Republic of
Tanzania’s largest city Dar es Salaam.

“I was studying biological sciences with geology for the last four-and-a-half years,” she
writes. “My semester ended in February; and, in June, I got an exploration job where we
were looking for diamonds.”
Agnes is tackling a variety of job responsibilities. “My tasks range from field geologist to
(Global Information System) personnel where I make maps and manage all incoming data
from the field,” she explains.
“This is rain season in Tanzania. We are on break waiting for the rain to stop so we can
continue with exploration and possibly start a diamond mine,” she reports. “In the next
three years, I want to expand my knowledge by taking a Master’s Degree which focuses
on GIS and data management. During this time, I will learn more about software systems
we are using.”
Hekima ni Uhuru (Wisdom is Freedom) – University of Dar es Salaam motto.
If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

State Extends School-Sports Suspension. As you may have heard in the news,
Colorado Governor Jared Polis’ administration has denied a variance request from the
Colorado High School Activities Association to begin Season B on Mon 4 January
2021. Instead, officials within the Polis administration will reconvene on Thu 14 January
2021 to consider whether it will issue a variance commencing Mon 25 January 2021 with
competitions beginning on Mon 21 February 2021.
Accordingly, Liberty Common School must pause athletic activities at our facilities (highschool and elementary) effective this week. Athletic participation will be paused effective
Mon 14 December 2020 in deference to the school’s finals week. Athletic activities will
resume in January pending further edicts of the state, Larimer County, and CHSAA
regarding proceeding. We will do our best to provide opportunities for student-athletes to
compete in the spring semester, including making contingency plans should the Polis
Administration deny another variance request.
LCHS high-school athletics will follow the timeline set forth by CHSAA. Junior-high
athletics will follow a modified timeline. Please continue to check the weekly Liberty
Common Sense newsletter, athletics website, and social-media pages for updates as new
information is published. If you have questions, please feel free to reach out to LCS
Athletic Director Mr. Brode McDonald, or to any of our coaches.
Following is CHSAA’s current plan for high-school athletics:
Season B-D will be shortened one week, and will now be seven weeks in duration.
All CHSAA events will end by 26 June which is unchanged.
Official (mandatory, not volunteer) practices for all seasons will run Mon – Sat the
week before competition, with the exception of football (Wed – Sat) to allow for the
minimum number of practice dates.
Season B: 7 Weeks (Official Practice – Jan 25 / Competition – Feb 1 - Mar 20)
Men’s & Women’s Basketball | Women’s Swim & Dive.

Season C: 7 Weeks (Official Practice – Mar 15 / Competition – Mar 22 - May 8)
Men’s Soccer | Women’s Volleyball.
Season D: 7 Weeks (Official Practice – May 3 / Competition – May 10 - Jun 26)
Baseball | Men’s & Women’s Track & Field | Men’s Swim & Dive | Women’s Soccer.
A modified calendar for junior-high athletics will be released soon.

Sports Physicals. Please make sure to take care of your sports physicals as soon as
possible. Make an appointment with your healthcare provider to complete a sports
physical form. That form can be found HERE.

If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in
Liberty Common Sense.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Your Brain on Fiction.
By: Annie Marie Paul, March 17, 2012
Amid the squawks and pings of our digital devices, the oldfashioned virtues of reading novels can seem faded, even futile.
But new support for the value of fiction is arriving from an
unexpected quarter: neuroscience.
Brain scans are revealing….(CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 128. Accepting. Send your reply to a
dinner invitation at once. If the invitation was an
informal note, the answer is written in an informal
note. If the mother sends the invitation, the reply must
be sent to her.”

News Worth Repeating
Julius Caesar This Weekend! The Liberty Theatre Company is pushing forward to its
new performance dates of December 11-13 for Julius Caesar. Tickets already purchased
will be honored, and have had their dates adjusted. Performance capacity is 50 patrons, so
buy your tickets soon. The troupe appreciates your support, patience, and understanding;
and, we promise worthy performances, even if later than planned.

Join the Celebration. Liberty families, let's
get together and give a huge thank you to
the Liberty Common Elementary School
faculty and staff for all they do for our
children and for keeping our school open.
On December 16th, we will celebrate these

amazing people with a holiday luncheon
beginning at 11:00am. CLICK HERE for
more details and ways to participate in
giving our thanks. Your help and generosity
is greatly appreciated.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending
kindergarten in the 2021-2022 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the
kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie
Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your
student to the list.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
December 18 | January 29 | February 26 | March 26 |
 April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Dec 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 15 | President's Day

Mar 15-19 | Spring Break
Apr 2 | Good Friday
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, December 17, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Attendance Line - 482-9800, option 2
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

