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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week is Gian Lorenzo Bernini at LCS.
Gian Lorenzo Bernini was the greatest architect and sculptor of 17thcentury Rome. His innovative exploration of form and media was a driving
force in the development of the Baroque style. His best known works
include the Ecstasy of Saint Teresa, The Baldachin and Piazza of St.
Peter's, and several of Rome's most admired fountains.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Liberty’s Powerful Leaders
By: Headmaster Bob Schaffer
Several Liberty seniors voted, Tuesday, for their first time. Heirs to the great heritage of
our Republic, they did not choose civic leaders. They helped elect servants – public
representatives all. It’s a vital constitutional principle, and I’m proud Liberty seniors
understand how politicians are held accountable to them.
Americans do not look to government to lead us in how we live, how we behave, how we
think, or how we interact with one another. Politicians are not meant to set our moral
bearings. They do not independently move the country, or our communities in good or
errant directions.
Public officials merely reflect us, not rule over
us. Active, engaged citizens are America’s actual
leaders; and Liberty’s upperclassmen, and alumni, are
already good at it.
The country’s most significant leaders number in the
millions. They are priests, pastors, rabbis and the other
voices of community strength. They are teachers,
nurses, business professionals, doctors, coaches,
warriors, farmers, advisers, counselors, etc.
On Tuesday, they included the newest cohort of 18-year-old Liberty scholars who stepped
up to a 240-year-old American tradition involving self-governing citizens asserting their
God-given powers as liberated individuals over and above the baleful order of monarchs,
ministries, parliaments, and bureaus.
In multiple ways, our classical school prepares its young-adult students to involve
themselves in courageous expressions of what patriotic citizenship really is. It is not an
inclination toward yielding political leadership to politicians. Rather, it is an ongoing
fulfillment of a revolutionary pledge to be intrepid leaders ourselves by devoting our lives,
our fortunes, and our sacred honor in the maintenance of authentic, individual liberty.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Three Weeks Away. Grandparents Day 2020 is
going virtual. On Tuesday, November 24, 2020,
all grandparents of Liberty Common School
students will be able to connect with the school,
and find out how it is their grandkids are so darn
smart, adorable, and polite.
Grandparent-participants will join their
grandchildren's actual classrooms virtually.
Watch subsequent editions of Liberty Common
Sense for details including participation

instructions, and Zoom links. Note the timeframes
for teleconference interaction: Elementary school (grades k-6) from 9:00-10:15AM; and,
high school (grades 7-12) from 12:00-1:20PM. Stay tuned, and we’ll see all you
grandparents on Nov 24th!

Julius Caesar Theatre Production. Come see the high-school Fall
Theatre production of Julius Caesar. Et tu Brute? Seating will be
physically distanced, though "it seems to me most strange that men
should fear, seeing that death, a necessary end, will come when it will
come." Shows will be Friday 11/20 at 7PM, Saturday 11/21 at 12PM,
and Sunday 11/22 at 2PM. CLICK HERE to purchase a ticket, and ask
your instructors, if they're offering extra credit; then, cry havoc and let
slip the dogs of war!

Patriotism And The Flag At LCS. LCS will observe
Veterans Day on Wednesday. LCS defines patriotism as,
“Devotion and dedication to the country – allegiance to the
Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic
for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.” As a daily expression of this
devotion and dedication, the fifth-grade Patriots, composed
of student volunteers, proudly raises and lowers the United
States Flag in the front of our school. These words
penned by President Calvin Coolidge, who was born on
the Fourth of July, concisely express the significance of
our Flag:
"We do honor to the Stars and Stripes as the emblem of
our country and the symbol of all that our patriotism
means. We identify the Flag with almost everything we hold dear on earth. It represents
our peace and security, our civil and political liberty, our freedom of religious worship, our
family, our friends, our home. We see it in the great multitude of blessings, of rights and
privileges that make up our country. But when we look at our Flag and behold it
emblazoned with all our rights, we must remember that it is equally a symbol of our duties.
Every glory that we associate with it is the result of duty done. A yearly contemplation of
our Flag strengthens and purifies the national conscience."

Mr. Ken Vetter, LCHS Science Instructor,
Veteran USAF.

Mr. Rick Wrona, LCS Chief Operation
Officer, Veteran US Army.

Veterans Day. The annual U.S. commemoration of Veterans Day is Wednesday,
November 11th, a day set aside in honor of all veterans who have served in the profession
of arms in defense of the Republic. The date and moment correspond to the conclusion of
“the war to end war” (WWI) which officially ended at Compiègne, France on “the eleventh
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.” Liberty Common takes Veterans Day
seriously as a function of our patriotic school culture. Ours is an institution whose
appreciation of history helps us understand the essential role the warfighter has played in
securing peace through the advancement of America’s foundational principle – to respect
and protect the rights of the individual. Liberty Common School remains in session on
Wednesday, and all students and faculty will take pause during the school day for
reflection, respect, and veneration normally associated with this revered national holiday.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Picture Retakes. Photographers will be at LCS Nov 20th 8:00AM-10:00AM in the gym for
retaking pictures. All students, including remote learners, are invited to have their pictures
taken, no purchase is necessary. We'd like all student photos included in our yearbook.
Students may wear picture-appropriate clothing for retakes and will need to change into
code clothes afterwards.

Honor Our Servicemen and Servicewomen.
Every November, for Veterans Day, we honor men and
women veterans, and those who are currently serving our
country with a display of thanks. To make our bulletin
board a great presentation of respect and appreciation, we
are needing pictures of Soldiers, Coast Guardsmen,
seamen, Marines, and airmen. Please bring any photos of
servicemen or servicewomen to the office. Include their
name, where they served or are currently serving and their
relation to our Liberty Common student(s). Photos will be
accepted until November 9th, and will be returned. Photos
can also be sent via email to
jronen@libertycommon.org.

6th-Grade Parents Night. Class of 2027 parents, please join us for 6th-Grade Parents
Night on Thursday, December 3 at 6:30 p.m., in the Liberty Common High School
Colosseum (Enter through the Event Entrance). High-school administrators and
student leaders will share important information regarding the transition from Liberty
Common Elementary School to Liberty Common Junior High. This will be a good
opportunity to get questions answered regarding the opportunities, expectations, and
philosophy of the junior high. Students are welcome to attend, but this night is primarily for
parents. We invite you to join us in person, but if that is not possible you may also join the
meeting remotely through this link.

Greeks, Romans, Serfs, Ladies, and Lords. The school was transformed last week to
days of old. Characters paraded the LCS hallways, and classrooms leaping forward from
ancient Greece, Rome, Egypt, and the Middle Ages. Nearby, and atop today’s Liberty
Common Sense are photos of typical scenes from last Friday. Lots more are linked from
the LCS community page on Facebook – CLICK HERE.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
High-Seas Adventures. If ever there was a fictional character
who displayed every single one of the LCS Foundation Stones,
Horatio Hornblower would be that character. Courageous,
intelligent, cunning, dutiful, and a skilled seaman, Admiral
Hornblower cuts a Napoleonic figure on the high seas, inspired by
the many impressive naval officers of the time, such as Admiral
Lord Nelson himself, a British flag officer in the Royal Navy
known as much for his unconventional tactics as his inspirational
leadership. Boasting seventeen total titles in the series, C.S.
Forester’s Hornblower novels were among a few that paved the
way for the true maritime adventure novel. From duels to daring
raids along coastal France, Horatio’s adventures are sure to
capture your imagination. Dubbed “The Terror of the
Mediterranean,” the loyal admiral finds himself most comfortable

with a life on the high seas, a life that could never be qualified as boring or conventional.
Horatio’s author, C.S. Forester was also unlikely to find himself
living a boring or run-of-the-mill life. Having grown up in Cairo,
followed by a move to London, and then finally to California,
Forester’s all-over-the-map lifestyle landed him his first writing
gig in America. He wrote propaganda for the British Ministry of
Information with the intent to convince the U.S. to join the fight
against the Germans during WWII. It was during his time in
America that Forester also developed a friendship with none
other than Roald Dhal, author of such works as The Witches,
and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Having been writing and
publishing since the 1930s, it was Forester who first convinced
Dhal to try his hand at story writing. Pick up a Forester novel today, and see what all the
fuss is about.

Costume-Contest Winners. Thank you for all the great submissions to our virtual
costume contest organized by the Student Council. The winners are: Emery Siemens (3rd
grade), Landon Harrison (kindergarten), Aliyah Schoonover (5th), Marielle Wrona
(6th), Adeline Ellis (1st), Malachi Hamilton (5th), Briella Fletcher (2nd ), and the
Huntington family – Samantha (4th) & James (K). Winning photos are posted nearby.

Elementary School Calendar
Nov 9 | Parenting with Love and Logic Class | 6:00 - 8:00PM | LCS.
Nov 9 | Last day to submit photos for Veterans Day Tribute Bulletin Board.
Nov 9 - Nov 13 | Canned-Food Drive.
Nov 11 | Veterans Day.
Nov 13 | Hearing-and-Vision Screening.
Nov 16 | Parenting with Love and Logic Class | 6:00 - 8:00PM | LCS.
Nov 19 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Nov 20 | Picture Retakes | 8:00AM.
Nov 20 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
Nov 20 - Nov 22 | Fall HS Play | Julius Caesar | LCHS Great Hall.
Nov 24 | Grandparents Day 9:00- 10:15 | via Teleconference.
Nov 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL.

Pandemic-Response Updates
Safer-at-Home Level 2. The Larimer County Public Health Director reports county cases
and hospitalizations continue to rise. Contact tracing shows virus spread at:
Youth sporting events not following the strict safety protocols.
Work environments - coworker to coworker.
Private gatherings with multiple families/friends.
Restaurants with a bar.
County data is not demonstrating high spread from <18-yr-olds to family households. The
Director reports the overall significant uptick in daily cases is making it very difficult for
county contact tracers to isolate and quarantine in a timely manner. The county is
experiencing “a significant uptick in % positivity for nearly all age groups, thus indicating
community-wide spread.” In response to these factors, the county, yesterday, moved its
situational grade to “Safer-at-Home Level 2” status.
What does this mean? There will be targeted reductions in capacity in the following

settings: Places of worship, restaurants, indoor events (such as weddings, fairs,
conferences, etc.), outdoor events, group sports, gyms. Schools are not on the list at the
current time. For more information about the county’s status update CLICK HERE.

New Case. The school has confirmed one new case of COVID-19 in the high-school
population. Students determined to have been in possible contact with the ill student will
be contacted by the Larimer County Health Department within the next few
days. Questions about the management of the case should be directed to The Larimer
County Department of Health and Environment.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part One of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history important for all to know. There were many
hardships and roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders persevered to make
our school what it is today, but it wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best charter schools in Colorado.
For the next five weeks, we will run "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr. Maureen Schaffer,
Mrs. Michelle Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a
superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as
we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts by our
Founders to get where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we
have the top elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common School
By Dr. Maureen Schaffer (Founding Parent)

Liberty Common Elementary School first opened its
doors in September of 1997, but the story of The
Liberty Common School dates back much further.
In the early 1990s, true educational choice was nonexistent in Poudre School District. Parents without
resources for private school sent their children to neighborhood schools. Nebulous
curricula were largely determined by individual classroom teachers, leading to gaps and
repetition in student learning. Dissatisfied, small groups of parents began to read,
research, and meet throughout PSD in search of better options.
One young couple, with a seemingly insatiable interest in education issues, emerged with
a solution. After months of research, Dr. Randy Everett and his wife, Ruth Ann, identified
several fundamental elements they believed most parents desired in their children’s
schooling:
Parental choice in education
A core curriculum of specific content knowledge
Solid, content-driven skill instruction
Teaching the values of a democratic society
School-based management
Randy and Ruth Ann took their message on the road, placing
advertisements in the local paper, and speaking in living
rooms and meeting halls throughout the county. Soon,

hundreds of parents had joined the cause.
In the spring of 1993, Dr. Everett submitted a proposal to the
PSD Board of Education to establish an Elementary School of
Choice organized around the Core Knowledge Sequence. The
educational community fought the proposal with gusto. District
teachers testified before the school board, pronouncing the
Core Knowledge Sequence too difficult to teach or learn. In
spite of this strong opposition, the school board approved the
request, and the Washington Core Knowledge School opened
with 125 students that fall. This progressive episode in PSD’s
history is documented on pages 62-63 of The Schools We
Need by E.D. Hirsch.
Washington Core Knowledge School flourished. Parents painted the run-down school
building and gathered curriculum resources. Courageous teachers joined the team, and
students began to outperform their peers at neighborhood schools. In two years,
enrollment had nearly doubled, and the waiting list numbered in the hundreds.
To meet this high demand, the school board allowed Washington Core to further increase
enrollment and move into a portion of the old Fort Collins High School building. In a
monumental construction effort led by parent volunteer Carol Christ, the high school
building was converted to an elementary school over the summer of 1995. Things were
going well for Washington Core, or so it seemed.
The school district notified Washington Core that its two-year pilot program had
ended. Faculty would now be determined by the district, rather than the school’s parent
board. Sadly, the district immediately fired two teachers, replacing them with “tenured
excess” teachers from within PSD.
The founding parents were dismayed. How could the school retain its integrity, if PSD
brought in teachers who were not committed to the school’s curriculum? Fortunately, the
Colorado legislature had provided an answer – the Charter Schools Act.
TO BE CONTINUED….

Alumni Update From Uriah Nevins (LCHS ’20)

Now attending Colorado School of Mines in
Golden, CO.
If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Hello there, Liberty People! My graduation ceremony was just over three months ago, but
because of the chaotic circumstances of this past year, it has felt significantly longer.
My first semester at the Colorado School of Mines is well underway, and I cannot imagine
how I would be functioning without the four years of support I got from my teachers,
administrators, and friends at LCHS. This year, I am taking all the prerequisites to an
inevitably epic course load on the subject of mechanical engineering.
My current courses include: Physics I, Calc II, Chemistry I, and Engineering Design 1.
Although that may sound horrible to some of you, it’s similar to taking precalculus and
American Literature at the same time: Stay on top of it and it’s extremely fulfilling, but slack
off for even a day and you learn what drowning feels like.
Additionally, I have become involved with student leadership in a couple ways: I am the
president of my residence hall and a member of the Mines Green Team, which is
committed to furthering sustainability measures on campus. I’ve been repeatedly
astounded by how well my time at Liberty has prepared me for Mines.
Mrs. Lannen gave me a strong, fundamental understanding of calculus and the
engineering-problem-solving process. Mrs. Karr taught me how to find joy in everyday
life, even the hard parts. Mr. Currey and Mrs. Salehi showed me what leadership really
means.
Mr. Lovely showed me how to grow through frustration and mistakes. Mr. D. learned me
to write good – and to strive for excellence and understanding in every area for my own
personal growth.
All the staff at Liberty, especially Mrs. Burgess, showed me what it means to care for
those around you. I thank you all.
To the current students at Liberty, my biggest piece of advice is to get to know your
teachers. They’re all pretty cool people, and they have a lot more than algebra, or Latin to
teach you.
Work hard and stay weird,
Uriah Nevins
Go Eagles! Go Orediggers!

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

High School Highlights. Senior Cael
Washburn signed a letter of intent to attend
Concordia University, Nebraska on a
shooting-sports, and academic scholarship.
Congratulations Cael.
If your student-athlete excels in a sport
outside of Liberty, we would love to hear
about it. Please email Mr. McDonald with
any highlights or accolades to include in
the Common Sense.

Every Family A Donor
Current Fundraising Campaigns.
Various fundraising campaigns are inprogress at Liberty Common School.
Take a look at current campaigns by
visiting giving.libertycommon.org.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
No Substitute for Knowledge
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
As students gear up for college tests, here is one big thing to
keep in mind: There is no substitute for knowledge.
The ability to complete college-level work is fundamentally what
college-readiness assessments like the SAT, ACT, and other
similar tests attempt to measure. High scores logically reflect
the test taker’s preparation throughout primary ... (CLICK HERE
to continue reading).

Classical Liberalism
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster (CLICK HERE to read last week’s entire article).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 124. Leave-Taking. Stay but half an hour,
then say good-bye to your hostess unless she is
occupied with many guests. If she is busy, you need not
wait to thank her. At a fraternity house, the
Housemother is treated as a hostess, and guests say
good-bye to her too. If the tea is at a girl’s home,
remember to speak to her mother in leaving.”

News Worth Repeating

Canned-Food Drive. This year's canned-food drive will be happening for one week onlyNovember 9th - November 13th. Bring in canned and boxed foods to benefit the House of
Neighborly Services. Collect 2020 cans for a Free-Dress Day. The class that collects the
most food items will receive a doughnut party. Donations will be accepted until noon on
November 13. Please remember, expired cans/food and dented cans cannot be accepted.
They will be thrown out and will not count toward the class total.

Buy LCS’s Most Unique Yearbook Ever. This
historic year is different. The yearbook is going
to be different, too. You will want to order your
student’s copy of this unique book. We promise
it’s one you won’t want to miss.
Visit www.jostensyearbooks.com to order
yours by November 6th for the lowest price.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending
kindergarten in the 2021-2022 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the
kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie
Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your
student to the list.

Volunteers Needed
Computer-Lab Monitor, and Monday Lunch
Monitor. On Monday and Tuesdays from 12:45 – 1:20,
Mrs. James (3rd grade) needs volunteers to monitor the
computer lab and sanitize surfaces. She is also requesting assistance as a lunch monitor
on Mondays from 11:30-12:00. Lunch monitors work with the 3rd-grade T.A.s to assist
students with opening containers, microwaving items, clean-up, and sanitizing. Please
note: You do not need to have a student in 3 rd grade to volunteer in Mrs. James
classroom. Contact Jill Ronen if interested.
Class Reader, Sanitizer, and Lunch Monitor. Miss Pedersen (2nd grade) is needing
volunteers on Monday/Wednesday/Friday (does not need to be the same person for each
day) to distribute and sanitize Chromebooks and read to class from 2:10-3:00PM. On the
2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month, a lunch monitor is needed from 10:5511:30. Lunch monitors work with our 2nd -grade T.A.s to assist students with opening
containers, microwaving items, clean-up and sanitizing. Please note: You do not need to
have a student in 2nd grade to volunteer in Miss Pedersen’s classroom. Contact Jill
Ronen if interested.
Lunch Help. Mrs. Horton’s 1st-grade class is seeking one lunch helper per day, MFriday, 10:55 – 11:30AM. Lunch monitors work with 2nd -grade T.A.s to assist students
with opening containers, microwaving items, clean-up and sanitizing. Please note: You do
not need to have a student in 1st grade to volunteer in Mrs. Horton’s classroom. CLICK
HERE to sign-up for a day that works for you.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested in volunteering at LCS, please
CLICK HERE to register or update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule

November 20 | December 18 | January 29 | February 26 |
March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Open Gyms/Drop-Ins During the Fall:
The following schedule will run during this unique fall season until our seasons start in
January:
Men's Basketball (LCHS Colosseum)- Tuesdays, Wednesdays from 6:00-8:00PM.
Women's Basketball (LCHS Colosseum)- Mondays, Thursdays from 6:00-8:00PM.
Women's Volleyball (LCHS Colosseum)- Tuesdays, Fridays from 4:00-6:00PM.
Men and Women's Soccer (Elementary Soccer Field)- Wednesdays from 4-5:30PM with
Coach Greenlaw.
Men's Volleyball, trial Club team (LCHS Colosseum)- Thursdays from 4:00-6:00PM,
Fridays from 6:00-8:00PM.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 15 | President's Day
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break
Apr 2 | Good Friday
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786

Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, November 19, 2020, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

