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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week is Aaron Copland Week at LCS.
Aaron Copland was one of the most important figures in
American music during the second quarter of the twentieth
century, both as a composer and as a spokesman who was
concerned about making Americans aware of the importance
of music. He won the Pulitzer Prize for music in 1945.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

In Memoriam Mariya.
By: Headmaster Bob Schaffer
Given our school’s meaningful history, we’ve experienced long strings of highpoints; and,
a few low points along the way. One of our most sorrowful moments was the tragic
passing of alumna Mariya Garland (LCHS ’15) daughter of Mrs. Janice Garland,
Director of the LCHS Academic Support Team, and husband Mr. Jeff Garland.
Mariya died of cancer three years ago next Tuesday,
November 17th. She was a special member of the Liberty
family in her own right. Everyone who knew her loved her –
everyone.
When members of the LCHS Class of 2015 thought of their
own best attributes, they regarded Mariya as the epitome
of the cohort’s award-winning, record-breaking, pathblazing, memory-making grit, character, and virtue.
Mariya’s passing pained us all. Remembering the
anniversary is still hard to bear. Still, considering the impact
Mariya had on the world, her family, her friends, our school,
her Church, and the totality of her life’s quality is a joyous
reflection upon the highest of the school’s highpoints.
Liberty Common School will always be grateful to the
Garland family for acquainting us with Mariya, and emboldening her to become a central
pillar of our community’s soul. Please see today’s “Alumni Update” in this edition of Liberty
Common Sense for insights, and deeper reflections upon this extraordinary alumna.

All-School Newsworthy Notices

Grandparents-Day Schedule 2020. On Tuesday, November 24, 2020, all grandparents
of Liberty Common School students will be able to connect with their grandchild’s school,
and observe a classroom activity. Grandparent-participants will join their grandchildren’s
actual classrooms virtually. Note the timeframes for teleconference interaction:
Elementary school (grades k-6).
9:00-9:40AM, Elementary-School Main Session, CLICK HERE.
9:40-10:20AM, Elementary-School Classrooms: (Grandkids will forward meeting IDs to
their grandparents).
High school (grades 7-12).
12:00-12:40PM, High-School Main Session, CLICK HERE.
12:40-1:20PM, High-School 6 th-Period Classes: (Grandkids will forward meeting IDs to
their grandparents).

High-school students in Fort Collins, Colo, participated in a virtual campus visit recently.

Liberty Featured In Worldwide Newspaper. Liberty Common School’s top-rated collegecounseling program was featured in Monday’s Wall Street Journal. The worldwide
newspaper included information and quotations about our school’s efforts to empower
collegebound students with clear paths to top colleges, and universities; and to
aggressively do so in the face of the national pandemic. Mrs. Diane Campbell, director of
Liberty’s program, was quoted in the story, and five high-school seniors were even
pictured with the article. The photo was submitted by Mrs. Campbell who got photo credit
for the image. For years, Liberty Common School has been well known in the U.S.A., for
its consistent success in preparing students for college. Now, the whole world
knows! CLICK HERE to link to the story.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Vision And Hearing 2020. Mrs.
Dybzinski thanks the following
people for all their help in another
successful vision and hearing
screening (in spite of this year's
unique challenges): Melissa
Miller, health tech, Audiologist
Erinn Jimmerson, UNC audiology
students, parent volunteers :
Robin Romeyn, Christina
Hickox, Ben Morgan, Kelli
Carter, and Tarryn Farrell. If your
student was screened and did not
pass, you will receive a referral in
the mail. If you do not receive
anything from us, this means they
passed. If you have any questions or would like confirmation, please email Mrs.
Dybzinski.

Giving Thanks to our LCS Staff. Our Liberty Common
staff members have gone above and beyond every day
to keep our kids safe and learning this year. We invite you
to help us thank them with an appreciation luncheon next
Friday, November 20th. Please CLICK HERE for more
information and to sign up. Thank you!

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
Guess who hopped onto the 3 rd- and 4 thgrade Great Books List? Here’s a clue: He’s
small, with large feet, large ears, and wears
a charming blue jacket. Last year, the
Literacy Review Team added a plethora of
Beatrix Potter books to the 3rd/4th list,
including such sweet tales as The Tale of
Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle and The Tale of Squirrel
Nutkin. If your reader has a reading range
of 3.0 to 5.0, Ms. Potter’s books are the
perfect choice. As a young girl, Potter’s parents encouraged her education, uncommon for
the Victorian era. Botany was a popular pastime for Victorian-era ladies, and gents, and
certainly left its impression on Potter. She spent much of her youth devoting herself to the
study of archeology, entomology, and mycology, using her artistic skills to sketch various
specimens. Her favorite models, however, were here own pets throughout her
life. Eventually, Potter turned these sketches into the Peter Rabbit tales we know and
love. The first Peter Rabbit collection was published on October 2, 1902 with immediate,
and smashing success. Working closely with a trusted editor, who would eventually

become her fiancé, Potter went on to publish two books a year, illustrating them herself.
Not only was Potter a gifted naturalist, writer, and
illustrator, she was also a wily
businesswoman. Capitalizing almost immediately on the
popularity of Peter Rabbit, she designed a series of
products trademarked by her publishing house, including
coloring books, tea-sets, stuffed animals, baby blankets,
and even wallpaper. This move allowed her to maintain an
income. With her non-didactic storytelling, and colorful
characters, Potter created a literary character that has
lived on for almost 120 years, a character that has
inspired films, songs, poetry, and even spin-off tales. In
2016, Potter’s original publishing house, now known as
Penguin Random House (ever heard of it?), discovered a
previously unpublished short story by Potter. Kitty-inBoots was published posthumously in 2016, and has even
made it onto the primary, and 2 nd -grade Great Books
Lists.

Elementary School Calendar
Nov 9 - Nov 13 | Canned-Food Drive.
Nov 16 | Parenting with Love and Logic Class | 6:00 - 8:00PM | LCS.
Nov 19 | Board of Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Nov 20 | Picture Retakes | 8:00AM.
Nov 20 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
Nov 20 - Nov 22 | Fall HS Play | Julius Caesar | LCHS Great Hall.
Nov 24 | Grandparents Day 9:00- 10:15 | via Teleconference.
Nov 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL.
Dec 3 | 6th Grade Parents Night, 6:30PM | LCHS Colosseum.

Pandemic-Response Updates
In-Classroom Instruction Thriving. Earlier today, the Poudre School District issued a
district-wide notice announcing all of its instructional delivery will be home-based remotelearning as of 23 November 2020. This notice has no bearing on Liberty Common
School. Thanks to the extra precautions, and safe-habits discipline observed by students,
families, and staff, COVID-19 incidents at Liberty remain remarkably low. The school’s
success empowers our faculty to deliver our world-class in-classroom instruction. As
usual, this entails ongoing prudent evaluation of public-health concerns. Remote
observation of classrooms from home remains an option for families for which this
accommodation is unavoidable.

New Cases. Three Liberty students tested positive for COVID-19 this week. In all three
instances, we’re fortunate parents kept their students home before symptoms presented, if
any. These examples of self-awareness, and precautionary isolation have minimized the
number of other students asked by county contact tracers to stay home as additional
precaution. For that we’re fortunate, and grateful. The conscientiousness, and courtesy of
Liberty households is a godsend. Two of the new cases are high-school students. One is
at the elementary school. Questions about the management of these cases may be
directed to The Larimer County Department of Health and Environment.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?

Part Two of a Five-Part Series.
L iberty Common School has a unique history

that is important for all to know. There were
many hardships and roadblocks encountered
along the way. The Founders persevered to
make our school what it is today, but it wasn't
easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one
of the best charter schools in Colorado. For
the next four weeks, we will run, "How Did
We Get Here?" by Dr. Maureen Schaffer,
Mrs. Michelle Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van
Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a
superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as
we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts by our
Founders to get where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we
have the top elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common School
By Dr. Maureen Schaffer (Founding Parent)
The huge demand for the educational program offered at Washington Core Knowledge
School prompted the school’s founders to begin drafting an application for a Core
Knowledge charter school, under the newly passed Colorado Charter Schools Act. By the
summer of 1995, unresolved issues about the permanence of Washington Core and the
authority of the parent board over the academic program spurred a full-scale charter effort.
Meeting after work and on weekends, parents meticulously defined and documented the
charter school’s mission, goals, curriculum, governance, budget, facility plan, employee
relations, and more. On October 31, 1995, the Core Knowledge Charter School (CKCS)
Partnership, the organization formed by founding parents for the purpose of establishing a
new charter school, submitted its application to the PSD Board of Education.

Rather than proceed with negotiations, the PSD board requested more and more
information, explanation, and detail. The CKCS board, led by parent Chairman Phil
Christ, diligently responded to each request, but to no avail. On December 11, the PSD
board voted to deny the charter application without ever having met to negotiate with the
parents.
Undaunted, the CKCS board appealed the decision to the Colorado State Board of
Education. In February, the State Board sided with the parents and instructed the PSD
board to negotiate an agreement in good faith with the charter group. Weeks of meetings
ensued.
It appeared the two sides were slowly coming together. However in an eleventh-hour
surprise, the PSD board suddenly voted to “approve” the charter with several major
restrictions, not previously discussed: The charter would be limited to two years,
enrollment would be capped at 300 students, and the school would be limited to a K-6
program, thereby eliminating the school’s innovative junior-high program.
PSD further directed the charter school to find space in a non-district building and execute
the charter contract with PSD no later than June 1. The constraints made it virtually
impossible to open the school.
Disappointed, the CKCS board filed a second appeal with the State Board of
Education. In an apparent attempt to quash the charter school, PSD unleashed its
attorney. A paper war erupted as the lawyer threw legal obstacles in the path of the charter
school. The charter group managed to fend off the legal challenges and was finally
granted a hearing before the State Board.
At the April 23 hearing, the final punch was landed when PSD announced it had filed suit
against the State Board of Education and CKCS Board of Directors! Concerned the
lawsuit could result in an injunction preventing the charter school from opening, the State
Board recommended the charter group try to open a school with PSD’s restrictions.

Dozens of outraged parents criticized the legal shenanigans at the next PSD board
meeting. PSD director Bob Bacon (who subsequently was elected a Colorado State
Senator) denied the district had sued parents and accused charter supporters of
promulgating a big lie.[1] But PSD President Mike Liggett, an attorney, confirmed the
lawsuit had indeed named five parents – Phil Christ, Randy Everett, Timothy Gilmore,
Cheryl Olsen, and Maureen Schaffer – as defendants.
The clock was ticking down to the June 1st deadline. Charter parent Mr. Peter Kast, a
commercial realtor, conducted yet another survey of potential properties to accommodate
the PSD-imposed school configuration. A near match was identified. However, two
adjustments to the restrictions would be necessary:

Increase the charter length to five years to amortize building improvements.
Increase the enrollment cap to 364 students to meet the annual lease and
maintenance obligations.
The charter group entreated PSD to consider adjusting the restrictions. The PSD board
refused to consider the request. “The Board of Education will not take any further action,”
came the response in a May 3rd letter to the CKCS board.
The June 1 contract deadline expired, and PSD dropped its lawsuit against the parents.
The clock had run out. There would be no charter school in 1996.
[1] Vaughan, Kevin. “Parents assail board over charter school.” The Fort Collins
Coloradoan, May 14, 1996.

Mariya Garland (LCHS ’15), Departed This
World 17 Nov 2017 Bound For Eternal Glory.
If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Tuesday, November 17 th marks the three-year anniversary of the passing of Mariya
Garland (LCHS ’15). Mariya was the daughter of Mrs. Janice & Mr. Jeff Garland , and
sister of Mr. Justin Garland (LCHS ’16). Mrs. Garland is Director of the LCHS Academic
Support Team.
For Mrs. Garland’s students, her colleagues, and everyone who knew Mariya, the loss of
such an adored LCHS alumna was a mournful occurrence, one that resonates
today. Mariya’s battle against cancer was a valiant display of courage, and an inspiring
example of unyielding faith. Her life impacted everyone who knew her, and we’re all the
better for our acquaintance with it.
When the LCHS Class of 2015 took to its graduation stage, Mariya’s classmates chose
her to speak on their behalf, to be their voice, and to sum up the legacy of that particularly
close-knit cohort. CLICK HERE, or on the nearby video image to watch Mariya deliver her
timeless remarks.

Mariya’s own words reflected plainly the grace, intellect, and special virtues she radiantly
projected as a young adult. There are other moments, and events archived by the school,
and captured on video which are offered here as Mariya’s “Alumni Update.”
For example, in 2011, Mariya was designated the school’s top 8 th grader – CLICK HERE.
In 2012, Mariya won a $100 prize from the Milton and Rose D. Friedman Foundation, and
the Liberty Grandparents Club for her essay about Nobel economist Dr. Milton
Friedman’s contributions to public education – CLICK HERE to watch Mayria share her
essay with the crowd.
In 2017, upon learning of Mariya’s life-threatening battle against cancer, the whole school
pulled together as “Team Mariya,” and set about raising money to help Mariya in her
fight. The biggest fundraising event that year was a festive occasion that united the school,
rallied alumni, and yielded a considerable sum. The highlight was Mariya herself who
unexpectedly appeared halfway into the event – CLICK HERE.
In April 2018, Mariya’s prescient 2015 graduation-day words became the school’s Lyceum
message on the capstone virtue of fortitude. Two of Mariya’s LCHS classmates returned
to the school to kick off the Lyceum by sharing their recollections of Mariya, and the
meaning of her life to them.
Mrs. Garland also spoke to the assembly that afternoon about Mariya with words that
deeply touched the student body, especially the junior-high students who had not known
the alumna. The choir sang. Tears were shed. Love filled the Colosseum – CLICK HERE.
Mariya won the school’s top senior award, the Character & Virtue Award, days before her
LCHS graduation in 2015. The Award is issued annually by the grandparents of the
school. Following Mariya’s death in 2017, the award was re-designated “The Mariya
Garland Character & Virtue Award” in her honor, and now comes with a cash collegescholarship prize for its annual recipient.
Despite its short span, Mariya’s life was one well lived. The photo atop today’s Liberty
Common Sense perfectly depicts her beatific countenance, and eternal spirit.
Mariya is missed by many, and will always be remembered by her alma mater. Her
heirloom here is an inspired passion, and an institutionalized zeal for every Liberty
Common School student – that each may be guided in all ways toward academic
determination, moral character, classical virtue, capacity to love, and the good life.

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

High School Sports:
Men's and Women's Basketball. With our season start date fast approaching (January
4th), we will have voluntary team camps from November 30th through December 11th,
2020. Please visit our website, reach out to your coach, or come to a drop-in to find more
information.
If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in the Common
Sense.

Every Family A Donor
Affiliate Donations. Liberty is a partner with several organizations that give back to
Liberty while you shop. Please consider participating in one or all of these programs:
Amazon Smile. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support Liberty every time you shop, at no
cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll
find the same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience
as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

King Soopers. You shop for groceries and King Soopers
gives to our school. All you need is a King Soopers
Loyalty account and you can pay for your groceries with
the payment method of your choice. To participate, follow
these steps:
1. Visit http://www.kingsoopers.com,
2. Click on Savings & Rewards, then select
Community Rewards in the menu,
3. Log-in or create an account,
4. Search for Liberty Common School,
5. Click on Enroll.
That’s it. Now every time you make a purchase at King Soopers, either swipe your King
Soopers Loyalty Card or click on “Alt ID” on the keypad and enter your phone number.
Then purchase with the payment method of your choice. Liberty will receive a percentage
of every dollar you spend. Please don’t wait - enroll today.
*Use your loyalty number at Loaf ’n Jug gas stations, City Market, Fred Meyer, Kroger,
and more. Encourage your extended family to participate from wherever they live.

Box Tops for
Education.
Hundreds of
grocery products
that you know
and love are a
part of this
program and it is
easier than ever to participate.
1. Download the Box Tops for Education
app to your phone.
2. Create an account and select Liberty
Common School as your school.
3. Buy Box Tops Products. Look for the
Box Tops for Education Logo on hundreds
of products you know and love.
4. Scan your receipt into the Box Tops app
by snapping a photo of your receipt within
14 days of purchase.
5. That’s it.

Morning Fresh Dairy. Collect bottle caps from your
dairy products and drop them off at the elementary
school campus. Then Morning Fresh gives back to our
school. Simple.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Brain Rules
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
In addition to the honor of being your students’ principal, I also
have the honor of representing Colorado’s Fourth
Congressional District on the Colorado State Board of
Education. I’m in my sixth year on the Board and my third year
as the Board’s Chairman.
A Board colleague of mine recently gave me a copy of John
Medina’s 2008 best-selling book Brain Rules. She even had it
inscribed by the author himself. The colleague, Dr. Angelika Schroeder of Boulder, says
the book should be read by everyone in the education business... (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 125. The Dinner-Party. A dinner-party for
ten or twelve of your boy and girl friends, is a very fine
kind of party. You must be sure your mother is able to
serve this dinner without unduly upsetting the plans of
the rest of the family. Both boys and girls can be of help
in planning and preparing for a dinner-party, so that it

need not be too much work for the mother.”

News Worth Repeating
Picture Retakes Links Now Available. Photographers will be at LCS Nov 20th 8:00AM10:00AM in the gym for retaking pictures. All students, including remote learners, are
invited to have their pictures taken, no purchase is necessary. We'd like all student photos
included in our yearbook. Students may wear picture-appropriate clothing for retakes and
will need to change into code clothes afterwards. CLICK HERE for order form.

Julius Caesar Theatre Production. Come see the high-school Fall
Theatre production of Julius Caesar. Et tu Brute? Seating will be
physically distanced, though "it seems to me most strange that men
should fear, seeing that death, a necessary end, will come when it will
come." Shows will be Friday 11/20 at 7PM, Saturday 11/21 at 12PM,
and Sunday 11/22 at 2PM. CLICK HERE to purchase a ticket, and ask
your instructors, if they're offering extra credit; then, cry havoc and let
slip the dogs of war!

6th-Grade Parents Night. Class of 2027 parents, please join us for 6th-Grade Parents
Night on Thursday, December 3 at 6:30 p.m., in the Liberty Common High School
Colosseum (Enter through the Event Entrance). High-school administrators and
student leaders will share important information regarding the transition from Liberty
Common Elementary School to Liberty Common Junior High. This will be a good
opportunity to get questions answered regarding the opportunities, expectations, and
philosophy of the junior high. Students are welcome to attend, but this night is primarily for
parents. We invite you to join us in person, but if that is not possible you may also join the
meeting remotely through this link.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending
kindergarten in the 2021-2022 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the
kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie
Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your
student to the list.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS, please CLICK HERE to register or
update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
November 20 | December 18 | January 29 | February 26 |
March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Open Gyms/Drop-Ins During the Fall:
The following schedule will run during this unique fall season until our seasons start in
January:
Men's Basketball (LCHS Colosseum)- Tuesdays, Wednesdays from 6:00-8:00PM.
Women's Basketball (LCHS Colosseum)- Mondays, Thursdays from 6:00-8:00PM.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Nov 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 15 | President's Day
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break
Apr 2 | Good Friday
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, November 19, 2020, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

