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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week is George Wythe Week at LCS.
George Wythe is a Founding Father and one of America’s
founding teachers. He was Virginia’s foremost classical scholar,
teacher of Thomas Jefferson, Virginia Dean of Lawyers, and the

nation’s first college law professor, among many other positions of
significance.
George Wythe's signature is first among the Virginia signatures on
the Declaration of Independence. He was so highly respected by
his fellow Virginians that the other delegates left a space so that
his signature would appear first, as he was absent from the
meeting the day they signed the document. It does not appear
that John Hancock got the memo.
Jefferson learned the law from Wythe; and, in a manner of
speaking, Wythe's signature on the Declaration was a teacher's endorsement of his pupil's
finest brief. Among Wythe's other law pupils were John Marshall, perhaps the greatest
chief justice of the United States, and Henry Clay, who was arguably the most significant
Member of Congress in the 19th century.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Reading, Reading, More Reading.
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Principal
An astonishing story circulated through Colorado’s
education newsfeeds last week (CLICK HERE ) revealing
the state’s largest school districts use a discredited reading
program despite hard evidence it doesn’t work. Students
languish in these schools due to bureaucratic inertia, and
abject malfeasance.
Reading is the pith of any child’s educational
development. Liberty Common School has taught it right
for over two decades. Our reading strategy is refined,
tested, proven, and expertly taught. Skill building, phonetic
decoding, and memorization of broad domain vocabulary
are paired with deep background knowledge.
In his newest book How to Educate a Citizen, Dr. ED Hirsch
explains it this way: “For successful communication to take
place between an author and a reader, they must share
background knowledge. When the people of a nation start
sharing more background knowledge, their reading scores
improve.”
Our school’s lottery waitlist has experienced a dramatic
growth surge over the past few months. Chaotic responses to
the pandemic throughout large school districts offer a partial
explanation. Quotidian habits of reading, reading, and more
reading, however, form the more likely contrast compelling
discerning families toward Liberty’s principled mission.

All-School Newsworthy Notices

Ready To Come Back? If your student is learning remotely, and wants to return to the
classroom, let’s do it. We’ve heard of some remote-learning families wondering if the
option is open. It is. Just contact the front office and let us know your preference, and
timing. You definitely need to choose a strategy. We can’t have kids alternating between
remote learning, and in-classroom on a daily, or weekly basis. But, if you’ve been utilizing
remote classroom access, and think it’s time to come back into the school building, the
doors are open, and we’re anxious to be together.

Vote Like Our School Depends Upon It. Please return your ballots by 7:00PM on
Election Day, Tuesday 3 November 2020. Please vote like our charter school depends on
it, because the outcomes at both the state and federal level have a direct bearing on our
institution. For information about ballot drop-off sites, voting locations, and about mailing in
your ballot in Larimer County CLICK HERE. If you live in Weld County – CLICK
HERE. Other questions – ASK ME. Please discern the impacts of the various questions,
and candidates on this year’s ballot with a special sensitivity to the wellbeing of charter
schools; and vote accordingly. If a candidate’s website is unclear as to where they stand
on charter schools, please contact them and ask. Our friends at the non-partisan
StanceOnCharters.com have created a website linking statements from the presidential
candidates as to their views on charter schools. There being so many significant political
implications on charter schools, voting is an essential component of prudent parental
leadership. President Abraham Lincoln once observed, “Elections belong to the people.
It's their decision. If they decide to turn their back on the fire and burn their behinds, then
they will just have to sit on their blisters.”

National Policy-Leader Visit. Students, faculty, and
administrators at both Liberty Common School campuses
enjoyed a high-profile visit from Mrs. Bridgett Wagner, VicePresident for Policy Promotion at the Heritage Foundation
based out of Washington, D.C. Mrs. Wagner has a long history
as a leader in national school-choice policy development, and
is an ardent advocate of charter schools – CLICK HERE . She
said she was impressed with the school, and loved meeting
everyone, especially our erudite students. She wished us all
“continued success” in being leaders in the charter-school
movement.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Buy LCS’s Most Unique Yearbook Ever. This
historic year is different. The yearbook is going
to be different, too. You will want to order your
student’s copy of this unique book. We promise
it’s one you won’t want to miss.
Visit www.jostensyearbooks.com to order
yours by November 6th for the lowest price.

Lost-And-Found. Follow the signs to locate missing items during parent-teacher
conferences to the lost-and-found area All items not picked up by Friday, October 23rd, at
4:00PM will be donated to charity.

Virtual Costume Contest. Did you miss the fun of dressing up for the Fall Festival? Don't
worry, Liberty is having a virtual costume contest. The Student Council will be awarding
prizes for categories such as “Best Character from a Book or Movie,” “Most Creative,”
“Family Theme,” “Cute,” “Animals,” “Fantasy,” “Sports,” “Funny,” and “Historical
Figure.” Grab your costume, snap a pic, and enter the contest by submitting pictures to
elemstudentcouncil@libertycommon.org by Monday, November 2nd.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
Why Tigers Have Stripes. Who
doesn’t love a good porquoi
story? A porquoi, or origin story, is a
fictional narrative that explains why
something is the way it is. Arguably
the King of Porquoi, Rudyard
Kipling’s collection of origin stories
was published in 1902 and remains
one of his most well-known, and
beloved works. From how the
leopard got its spots to why a tiger
has stripes, Kipling’s collection has
fascinated readers of all ages for generations. The Just So Stories began as bedtime tales
Kipling would spin for his daughter, Effie. Ever the picky listener, her bedtime tales had to
be told “just so” or else Effie would pull herself from the edge of sleep “to put back the
missing sentence,” thus postponing the true purpose of a bedtime story—sleep. Feed your
dreams with a few of Kipling’s porquoi stories. You won’t be disappointed.

Elementary School Calendar
Oct 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL.
Oct 26 | Character-Education Assembly on Responsibility. Our speaker is Mrs.
Aislinn Kottwitz, Liberty parent, volunteer, and Liberty Common Board
Member. 4-6 grades attend assembly 8:10-8:45, K-3 grades attend assembly
8:55-9:35.
Oct 26 | Parenting with Love and Logic class | 6:00 - 8:00PM | LCS.
Oct 29 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 pm, LCHS.
Oct 30 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
Nov 2 | Parenting with Love and Logic class | 6:00 - 8:00PM | LCS.
Nov 9 | Parenting with Love and Logic class | 6:00 - 8:00PM | LCS.
Nov 9 - Nov 13 | Canned- Food Drive
Nov 13 | Hearing-and-Vision Screening.
Nov 24 | Grandparents Day 9:00- 10:15 | via Teleconference.
Nov 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL.

Pandemic-Response Updates
Schools Not “Superspreader” Sites. Recent research shows the impact of COVID-19
on children remains “extremely low.” Those 19 and younger account for only 1.2% of
hospitalizations during the peak of the pandemic.
Research commentary in this week’s Wall Street Journal – CLICK HERE – concludes “inperson classes turn out not to cause spikes in cases or fatality. But keeping kids home has
a high cost.” Meanwhile, federal and state policymakers are imploring schools to reopen –
CLICK HERE.

Message From Liberty Common
Elementary School Principal, Mr.
Casey Churchill

Conferencing at Liberty
by: Casey Churchill
Liberty Common School prides itself on being a parent-driven school. Parents founded the
school. Parents ensure their children are reading each night. Parents volunteer in our
school. Parents monitor and assist students with homework. Parents drive their children
to, and from school. I could go on. It takes everyone in a child’s life to ensure the students
we teach are getting the best education possible.
Educating children takes a tremendous amount of communication. I am proud of our staff
and its efforts throughout the year to communicate how our students are doing socially,
and academically. I know from experience. When I taught 6th grade, there were many late
evenings spent on the phone or emailing parents about a student’s progress. Timely
communication is the best way to resolve educational issues. If a student is struggling in
any academic or social area, the most effective steps we can take are to let parents know
immediately so we can join together and help intervene. This partnership is invaluable.
At the elementary school, parent-teacher conferences have been occurring throughout this
week, and conclude tomorrow (Fri 24 Oct 2020). We may not meet with all families this
year because of the pandemic, but I trust you have heard from your child’s teachers even
if only through email. This is an amazing time to connect with your child’s teacher, and
learn all you can about what your student is learning, struggles they may be having, as
well as successes to celebrate. I hope you find this time meeting with our Liberty teachers
as valuable as we do. A lot of learning, growing, and adjusting has occurred during the
first quarter, and our teachers are excited to include you in this collaboration.
Hopefully, you have looked over your student’s grades beforehand, and know which
subjects your child is mastering, or struggling, as the case may be. Think of questions to

ask teachers ahead of time. This helps facilitate productive meeting conversation. Our
teachers may have work samples, and test data to share with you so you can see
examples of student work in various academic areas.
At Liberty Common School, we formally scheduled conferences during the end of first
quarter, and reinforce it through ongoing communications throughout the year. Thanks for
asking tough questions of our staff, and coming prepared to conferences.
We trust you will stay involved with your child’s education throughout the year and
communicate with teachers as needed. We all want what is best for our
children. Communication is vital to their educational success.

Alumni Update From Josiah Schwindt, United
States Air Force, LCHS '17 LEGIO XIII
(previously ran 2/12/2018).
If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Dear Mr. Schaffer,
I thought I would write and let you know how I'm doing. I recently graduated Basic Military
Training! Though the training was difficult, it was made so much easier do to my
experiences at Liberty. The two months of training flew by. There was a lot of schooling
and memory work, but Liberty prepared me for it perfectly, and thanks to Liberty, I was
able to become an honor graduate. This means that I was in the top ten percent of my
graduating class at BMT, which had 716 total graduates. The requirements for honor
graduate are very difficult; one has to earn a satisfactory (90%) core-value rating on the
PT test and on the “end-of-course” test. A core-value rating is a grading system the Air
Force uses to ensure all airmen are performing above and beyond expectations.
LCHS's rigorous Capstones and Foundation Stones helped me achieve the satisfactory
rating on all my weeks of training. The PT test is comprised of three components: Pushups, sit-ups, and a 1.5-mile run. The training I received from Mr. Lovely and Coach
Mayer prepared me for the physical standards of BMT. On my final PT, test I achieved a
score of 97.9%. I managed to do 68 push-ups in a minute, 62 sit-ups in a minute, and I
ran a mile and a half in 9:46. The tough training and education I got on the track team
helped me get such a great score on the PT test.
The final achievement I had to accomplish was the EOC. My score was a 97%! The study
habits Liberty instilled in me helped me achieve this score. I earned the highest score in
my flight and the second-highest score in my squadron.
Now I am in technical training, and once again, I am finding that Liberty has more than
prepared me for this phase of my life. Due to the amazing curriculum at Liberty, I have

already learned the material they are teaching in technical training. Dr. Polhemus physics
class helped a lot with this. The way he taught about electricity, and all that it entails,
helped me not only excel in the class, but also help my classmates excel because I have
used his teaching tactics to help my classmates.
I would like to thank you and all of my teachers at Liberty for preparing me so well for this
stage in my life. While at Liberty, I never appreciated how much the school would help my
future. Once again, thank you for creating such a great school!
With warmest regards,
AB Josiah Schwindt

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
JH Cross Country
This weekend, our top runners will compete at the Middle-School Cross Country
Championships on 10/24/2020, hosted by Summit Ridge Middle School in Denver,
Colorado. Good luck Eagles!
JH Soccer
Coach Greenlaw will be hosting drop-in practices at Everett Field on Wednesdays from
4:00-5:30pm.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country.
Congratulations to our Cross Country team on an extremely successful season in spite of
extreme adversity faced all season! Our Lady Eagles finished 6th and our Men's team
finished 7th in the state cross country meet this past weekend, with some impressive
performances from Jadon Scarpella (Sr.). Lucas Barber (Sr.), Peyton Kauffman (Fr.),
Isabel Allori (Fr.), and Bryanna Kauffman (Jr.). Way to go Eagles!
If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would love to hear about it.
Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights or accolades to include in the Common
Sense.

Every Family A Donor
Discounts And Offers For
Liberty Common Families. Many
Liberty family-owned businesses
are offering discounts for Liberty

Common families. Take a look at
our Business Directory and
support a business connected to a
Liberty family today. Some
businesses have also chosen to
donate a portion of their proceeds
to Liberty Common
School. Business owners: Make
sure your company is represented
by completing this simple online
form.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by
the Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A
link to the full article will be included at the end of the section to
read the article in its entirety.
The Clean Air Of Liberty
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Headmaster
Starting in kindergarten, Liberty students learn important
economic lessons involving tradeoffs – wants versus needs,
property rights and elementary principles of voluntary trade. By the time they
graduate… (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners"
used in "Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 122. Service. (continue from last week) Girls,
remove your gloves before taking refreshments. When you
are served, drink your tea leisurely as you visit with a friend.
At a very small tea, the hostess is allowed so much
individuality in the service of a tea, you should be careful to
observe the plan of service. Having finished your tea, take
your plate and napkin to the tea-table. The hostess or
helper will tell you where to place it."

News Worth Repeating
Grandparents Day 2020
Going Virtual. Mark all
calendar’s now – especially
your Grandmas’ and
Grandpas’. On Tuesday,
November 24, 2020, all
grandparents of Liberty
Common School students will
be able to connect with the
school, and find out how it is
their grandkids are so darn
smart, adorable, and polite. Via
event teleconference,
grandparent-participants will join their grandchildren’s’ actual classrooms – all virtually,

online, and from the comfort of their favored remote location. Watch subsequent editions
of Liberty Common Sense for details including participation instructions, and Zoom
links. For now, just save the date, and note the timeframes for teleconference
interaction: Elementary school (grades k-6) from 9:00-10:15AM; and, high school (grades
7-12) from 12:00-1:20PM. Grandparents are such an important part of our Liberty family,
we just couldn't stand to forgo this important annual celebration on account of a
pandemic. So, we decided to improvise, adapt, overcome, and love by bringing our
excellent school to our grandparents in a virtual format. Stay tuned, and we’ll see all you
grandparents on Nov 24th!

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending
kindergarten in the 2021-2022 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the
kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie
Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your
student to the list.

Honor Our Servicemen and Servicewomen.
Every November, for Veterans Day, we honor men and
women veterans, and those who are currently serving our
country with a display of thanks. To make our bulletin
board a great presentation of respect and appreciation, we
are needing pictures of Soldiers, Coast Guardsmen,
seamen, Marines, and airmen. Please bring any photos of
servicemen or servicewomen to the office. Include their
name, where they served or are currently serving and their
relation to our Liberty Common student(s). Photos will be
accepted until November 9th, and will be returned. Photos
can also be sent via email to
jronen@libertycommon.org.

Back Drop-Off and Pick-Up Reminder. Dropping off and picking up students can be
considered a safety risk. Thank you for keeping our children safe by driving slowly,
obeying traffic signs, and not talking on mobile phones. For those accessing the back side
of the school, please do not turn right into the back drop-off and pick-up area when driving
north on Midpoint Drive. This guidance applies for both the morning drop-off, and the
afternoon pick-up.
The intersection of Midpoint Dr., and our rear exit can be very dangerous especially with
cars queued up in the center lane waiting to turn left. As such, we ask that everyone
leaving the back drop-off/pick-up area turn right (North) onto Midpoint Dr. Please adhere to
this safety guidance regardless of whether there is a Liberty employee directing traffic
there.

Volunteers Needed
Computer-Lab Monitor, and Monday Lunch
Monitor. On Monday and Tuesdays from 12:45 – 1:20,
Mrs. James (3rd grade) needs volunteers to monitor the
computer lab and sanitize surfaces. She is also requesting assistance as a lunch monitor
on Mondays from 11:30-12:00. Lunch monitors work with the 3rd-grade T.A.s to assist
students with opening containers, microwaving items, clean-up, and sanitizing. Please
note: You do not need to have a student in 3 rd grade to volunteer in Mrs. James
classroom. Contact Jill Ronen if interested.
Vision-Hearing Testing Volunteers. Volunteer assistance with small-scale vision-andhearing assessment is needed on November 13 th from approximately 7:30AM - noon.

Prior experience is helpful, but not necessary. Volunteers must be able to stay for the
entire time. If able to volunteer, please email our school nurse, Natalie Dybzinski.
Class Reader, Sanitizer, and Lunch Monitor. Miss Pedersen (2nd grade) is needing
volunteers on Monday/Wednesday/Friday (does not need to be the same person for each
day) to distribute and sanitize Chromebooks and read to class from 2:10-3:00PM. On the
2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month, a lunch monitor is needed from 10:5511:30. Lunch monitors work with our 2nd -grade T.A.s to assist students with opening
containers, microwaving items, clean-up and sanitizing. Please note: You do not need to
have a student in 2nd grade to volunteer in Miss Pedersen’s classroom. Contact Jill
Ronen if interested.
Lunch Help. Mrs. Horton’s 1st-grade class is seeking one lunch helper per day, MFriday, 10:55 – 11:30AM. Lunch monitors work with 2nd -grade T.A.s to assist students
with opening containers, microwaving items, clean-up and sanitizing. Please note: You do
not need to have a student in 1st grade to volunteer in Mrs. Horton’s classroom. CLICK
HERE to sign-up for a day that works for you.

Registering as a Volunteer at LCS . If you are interested in volunteering at LCS, please
CLICK HERE to register or update your volunteer profile.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
October 30 | November 20 | December 18 | January 29 |
February 26 | March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

Open Gyms/Drop-Ins During the Fall:
JH Soccer.
Coach Greenlaw will be hosting drop-in practices at Everett Field on Wednesdays from
4:00-5:30PM.
The following schedule will run during this unique fall season until our seasons start in
January:
Men's Basketball (LCHS Colosseum)- Tuesdays, Wednesdays from 6:00-8:00PM.
Women's Basketball (LCHS Colosseum)- Mondays, Thursdays from 6:00-8:00PM.
Women's Volleyball (LCHS Colosseum)- Tuesdays, Fridays from 4:00-6:00PM.
Men and Women's Soccer (Elementary Soccer Field)- Wednesdays from 4-5:30PM with
Coach Greenlaw.
Men's Volleyball, trial Club team (LCHS Colosseum)- Thursdays from 4:00-6:00PM,
Fridays from 6:00-8:00PM.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Richardson (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Kaufman (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Weidert (7th); Contact Coach Gill (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.

Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Oct 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 15 | President's Day
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break
Apr 2 | Good Friday
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, October 29, 2020, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

