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OMNES VIAE TUAE STABILIANT
(LET ALL YOUR WAYS BE STEADFAST)
Class of 2021 School Motto
Next week is Oscar Wilde Week at LCS.
Next week is Oscar Wilde week at LCS. Oscar Wilde was an
Anglo-Irish playwright, novelist, poet, and critic. He is regarded as
one of the greatest playwrights of the Victorian Era. In his lifetime,
he wrote nine plays, one novel, and numerous poems, short stories,
and essays.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Teeming With Parents.
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Principal
Today concludes the eighth week in our school calendar – the end of the first academic
quarter. It’s a heavy lift; and parent volunteers are making a decisive difference. We need
more.
By design, Liberty Common School relies upon parents being actively engaged in the life
of the school. Students thrive by parents helping with schoolwork, holding them
accountable, maintaining communication with instructors, and being physically present in
classrooms, hallways, lunchrooms, and playgrounds.
Next Friday’s teacher-parent conferences are crucial in addressing student
progress. Though students enjoy a day off, the whole idea of parents conferring with
teachers demonstrates to students that tight partnerships between classrooms and
households is the key to academic success.
The same holds for volunteering. Students respond positively to a school crawling with
parents. Children should see us everywhere throughout a normal school day. It’s an
overawing expression of love.
A school teeming with volunteer parents, grandparents, and other adults makes clear to
youngsters that the school is a loadstar of their community, and that daily habits of
learning constitute the clearest pathway to virtuous maturity, knowledge, and personal
liberty.
Please see announcements elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense about the
school’s definite need for volunteers, and next Friday’s parent-teacher conferences.

All-School Newsworthy Notices
Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending kindergarten in the 2021-2022 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running the kindergarten lottery in January.
Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970) 672-5814 to add your student to
the list.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Back Drop-Off and Pick-Up Reminder. Dropping off and picking up students can be
considered a safety risk. Thank you for keeping our children safe by driving slowly,
obeying traffic signs, and not talking on mobile phones. For those accessing the back side
of the school, please do not turn right into the back drop-off and pick-up area when driving
north on Midpoint Drive. This guidance applies for both the morning drop-off, and the
afternoon pick-up.

The intersection of Midpoint Dr., and our rear exit can be very dangerous especially with
cars queued up in the center lane waiting to turn left. As such, we ask that everyone
leaving the back drop-off/pick-up area turn right (North) onto Midpoint Dr. Please adhere to
this safety guidance regardless of whether there is a Liberty employee directing traffic
there.

Beginning Monday, October 19 th, our end-of-day staggered
dismissals will start at 3:00 PM. Dismissals will remain in fiveminute intervals as we did during the first quarter. Please note
these time changes, and be here at the school for your staggered
pick-up time based on the first letter of your last name.
3:00-3:05
3:05-3:10
3:10-3:15

Time
Students Dismissed
A-I, kindergarteners, kindergartener siblings.
J-O.
P-Z and students riding the bus.

Greetings Liberty Common School Volunteers,
Liberty Common School relies upon parent
involvement. Volunteering has a positive effect on student
achievement, and school morale. If you can help, please
review the following list of needs, and notify the contact
person indicated if one or more of these options works for
you. We appreciate the vital role played by our school
volunteers.
Computer-Lab Monitor, and Monday Lunch Monitor. On Monday and Tuesdays from
12:45 – 1:20, Mrs. James (3rd grade) needs volunteers to monitor the computer lab and
sanitize surfaces. She is also requesting assistance as a lunch monitor on Mondays from
11:30-12:00. Lunch monitors work with the 3rd-grade T.A.s to assist students with
opening containers, microwaving items, clean-up, and sanitizing. Please note: You do not
need to have a student in 3rd grade to volunteer in Mrs. James classroom. Contact Jill
Ronen if interested.
Vision-Hearing Testing Volunteers. Volunteer assistance with small-scale vision-and-

hearing assessment is needed on November 13 th from approximately 7:30AM - noon.
Prior experience is helpful, but not necessary. Volunteers must be able to stay for the
entire time. If able to volunteer, please email our school nurse, Natalie Dybzinski.
Class Reader, Sanitizer, and Lunch Monitor. Miss Pedersen (2nd grade) is needing
volunteers on Monday/Wednesday/Friday (does not need to be the same person for each
day) to distribute and sanitize Chromebooks and read to class from 2:10-3:00PM. On the
2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month, a lunch monitor is needed from 10:5511:30. Lunch monitors work with our 2nd -grade T.A.s to assist students with opening
containers, microwaving items, clean-up and sanitizing. Please note: You do not need to
have a student in 2nd grade to volunteer in Miss Pedersen’s classroom. Contact Jill
Ronen if interested.
Lunch Help. Mrs. Horton’s 1st-grade class is seeking one lunch helper per day, MFriday, 10:55 – 11:30AM. Lunch monitors work with 2nd -grade T.A.s to assist students
with opening containers, microwaving items, clean-up and sanitizing. Please note: You do
not need to have a student in 1st grade to volunteer in Mrs. Horton’s classroom. CLICK
HERE to sign-up for a day that works for you.

Honor Our Servicemen and Servicewomen.
Every November, for Veterans Day, we honor men and
women veterans, and those who are currently serving our
country with a display of thanks. To make our bulletin
board a great presentation of respect and appreciation, we
are needing pictures of Soldiers, Coast Guardsmen,
seamen, Marines, and airmen. Please bring any photos of
servicemen or servicewomen to the office. Include their
name, where they served or are currently serving and their
relation to our Liberty Common student(s). Photos will be
accepted until November 9th, and will be returned. Photos
can also be sent via email to
jronen@libertycommon.org.

Autumn Lessons. LCS students soaked in some sun, fresh air, and new knowledge in
the great outdoors recently. Favorable weather has created opportunities for classrooms
to move outside. The nearby photo depicts LCS scholars broadening their brains in broad
daylight.

Elementary School Calendar
Oct 16 | 1st Quarter Ends.
Oct 19 | Parenting with Love and Logic class | 6:00 - 8:00PM | LCS | *See
above announcement to register.
Oct 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL.
Oct 26 | Character Education Assembly on Responsibility.
Oct 26 | Parenting with Love and Logic class | 6:00 - 8:00PM | LCS.
Oct 29 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 pm, LCHS.

Oct 30 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
Nov 2 | Parenting with Love and Logic class | 6:00 - 8:00PM | LCS.
Nov 9 | Parenting with Love and Logic class | 6:00 - 8:00PM | LCS.
Nov 13 | Hearing-and-Vision Screening.
Nov 24 | Grandparents Day 9:00- 10:15 | via Teleconference.
Nov 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL.

Pandemic-Response Updates
Liberty Common School students have journeyed for two full months now in-person, in the
classroom, and with their teachers who love them. Our amazing faculty is committed to
every student’s pursuit of truth, beauty, goodness, and perfection. Everyone has benefited
from the levels of antivirus-precautions in place which appear to be working as planned.
Thankfully, the COVID impact on our school has been minimal. For example, on
Wednesday evening, the school was made aware of a previously unreported positive
COVID case involving a high-school student. There is no indication the student contracted
COVID at school.
We continue working closely with public-health officials, and adhering to their guidance
with fidelity. The state government categorizes a “COVID outbreak” in any school as “2 or
more cases,” which applies to our charter school as it would any other Colorado public
school. The new designation will be lifted after a 28-day period of no new cases.
County public-health officials remain both impressed, and supportive of the protocols we
have in place to help prevent the spread of COVID, and other viruses among Liberty
students, and staff. As always, everyone is encouraged to evaluate their own risk
tolerance, and are empowered to exercise their right and responsibility to direct the
education and upbringing of their children.
Thanks to our extraordinary IT department, accessing a student’s classroom remotely
remains an option for any family. These, and other proactive strategies, are empowering
our students today with an incredible eight weeks of in-classroom instruction.
We have achieved something unique, and somewhat heroic in public education. Publichealth officials advising us remain confident in-classroom instruction can continue with
little disruption.
Sustaining our well-designed safety protocols has yielded great results. Let’s all keep at it,
and continue rallying around Colorado’s most excellent school.

Update From Liberty Common School BOD
A Heart of GratitudeHow do you thank someone who has done what very few were willing or able to do-when
“Thank you” isn’t close to adequate? That is the question we know many of you as
parents have asked, as have we on the Board of Directors about our administrators,
teachers and staff these last few months. Almost everything has an added element of
complexity and difficulty that didn’t exist prior to March; and teaching our students, while
trying to keep them all safe is certainly no different. There are extraordinary efforts that
have been made in our daily school functioning that we are sure many of you are aware of
but some you may not be. Behind the scenes, teachers are working extra hard to keep our
community safe. It’s the little and big differences that are making in person school
successful.
How can you help and show your appreciation?
Reach out to your teachers, staff, or administers to see if there is anything you can
do to lighten their workload. There are volunteers doing extra cleaning, set up,
grading, coordinating, etc. Can you help someone in any of these areas?

Don’t underestimate the impact of a personal note of appreciation. Recognizing the
extra efforts being made can really help pull someone through.
Fundraising SuccessThe Board of Directors is overwhelmed and appreciative of our community’s enthusiastic
response to the 2019-2020 fundraising campaign, Invest in the Future debt
reduction. Surpassing our fundraising goal of $300,000 for a total of $322,000. Well done
LCS! We appreciate all the Development Committee and the volunteers that were involved
in the year’s campaign including Brett Harkey, Aislinn Kottwitz, Katie Walters, Kelly
Stahl, Elizabeth Barber, Raven Banning, and Denise Benz. We continue to find ways
for our school community to give in ways that are appropriate for each family. Liberty
maintains commitment to be good stewards of funds through the expert guidance of our
Financial Accountability Committee.
Leadership in Student-Data Privacy-

In effort to continue protecting our students’ private information, LCS received a
groundbreaking exemption in reporting student-attendance information to the
state. A big thank you to our administration for not just blindly complying with every
request for data and student information. They continue to go the extra mile by
asking the bigger questions why do they need the data? What will be done with the
information? Are there actually any grounds to require this information from
schools? It’s by thinking beyond what is in front of us we can continue to protect our
students’ information and education. To read more about this, please CLICK HERE.

Alumni Update From Brooke Lauderback LCHS
'15 now attending Purdue University in West
Lafayette, Indiana. (previously ran 10/12/15).
If you know of any alumni you might prompt to drop us a paragraph or two, please let
them know how appreciated their remarks are to the entire Liberty community. Alumni
should SEND UPDATES HERE.

Hello everyone at LCHS! This message comes to you from Purdue University in West
Lafayette, Indiana. I would have written an update earlier, but I had to study for my first
round of exams (calculus and chemistry). I am fortunate that I managed to do well on both
of them. The workload here is a lot like Liberty's junior year, and this is going to be the
easiest 17-credit-hour semester I'm ever going to have. However, I get at least a one-hour
"study hall" between every class with the exception of communications and Math
Recitation on Thursday and engineering and band on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The
highest number of classes I have in a day is five. It almost felt like a continuation of
summer for the first week with a little extra work added in. That ended when I had my first

lab, but the extra study time is wonderful and when I use it right, I get a lot of free time.
College is a blast. Outside of academics, I have discovered the sport wallyball, and the
card game Euchre. My friends and I go to the gym to play wallyball at least once a week
and we play cards in Shreve Residence Hall almost every weeknight to unwind after we
finish up our study group. I have also gotten involved in the Society of Women Engineers,
the Jazz Club and Aikido Club. Clubs are a great way to make friends and get help with
homework from older students who have survived the first-year classes. I still play clarinet
in college and my first concert is this Sunday. My mentor in the Society of Women
Engineers plays French horn in the philharmonic orchestra, and we will go to each other's
concerts. I am super excited! It is going to be awesome! One of the pieces we are playing
is based on "The Telltale Heart." The piece even ends with somebody shouting "Villains!"
I'm having fun over here. There is work, yes, but it is worth it and it is easy to have fun and
chill during free time. I hope everyone at Liberty is having a good time and doing well.
Boiler up!
Brooke

Athletic Director's Message
Mr. McDonald

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
Next week, our top runners will compete at the Middle-School Cross Country
Championships on 10/24/2020, hosted by Summit Ridge Middle School in Denver,
Colorado.
JH Soccer
Coach Greenlaw will be hosting drop-in practices at Everett Field on Wednesdays from
4:00-5:30pm.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Horner (Boys and Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Gill (8th); Coach Weidert (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country.
Congratulations to our Cross Country team as it battles through adversity all week to
compete at regionals on Thursday. Our women's team won the Patriot League
Conference title and took 2nd in the region while our men's team placed 2nd in conference
and 3rd in regionals. Both teams punched their ticket to the state meet this weekend in
Colorado Springs. Good luck Eagles!

Eagles Around The City.
Maxwell Moran was named Rookie of the Year for the Fort

Collins High School Tennis Team for being the only freshman
to be awarded a varsity letter, and for finishing his season with
a 10-3 record.

Caden Dollar turned in a stellar performance on the Fossil Ridge
football team, anchoring a defense that held Horizon to 14 points.
Caden (senior) led the team with 14 total tackles (3 TFL) and two
sacks.
If your student-athlete excels in a sport outside of Liberty, we would
love to hear about it. Please email Mr. McDonald with any highlights
or accolades to include in the Common Sense.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Faw; Women's Basketball Coach Giusti.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Employer Donation Matching. Did you know many
employers will match your donation to Liberty Common
School? This is a great way for your giving to go the extra
mile. Some companies are increasing the amount of their
matching funds during the COVID-19 crisis. Find out if your
company participates.

What Every Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by
the Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors. A
link to the full article will be included at the end of the section to
read the article in its entirety.
Liberty’s Thinking Framework
A Classical Framework for Teaching Thinking
Classical education has, since ancient times, included an
implicit and explicit understanding of the development of
thinking. In most treatments of the progression of how to teach thinking, there are four
natural steps. A recognition of these four steps, and their application to different age
groups, is vital to answering questions of educational policy for both the content and
assessment of schooling at each grade. In the ancient Egyptian text from the Shabako
Stone, these steps are… (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 122. Service. At a large tea, some friend
of the hostess invites guests into the dining-room.
On going into the dining-room, got to the tea-table,
unless young friends of the hostess are there to
serve you. Usually, however, a guest goes to the
tea-table and serves herself. A boy may serve a girl
friend, or a younger person may provide a plate for
an older person. If you serve yourself, help yourself daintily to two or three kinds of food.
Do not take one of each kind if an assortment of sandwiches or cakes is offered.
Remember, tea refreshments are not supposed to satisfy a ravenous appetite. If there are
few guests, you may sit near the tea-table, and talk to those who pour. If little tables are
provided around the room, you may sit near a table, and rest your plate on a table" (to be
continued).

News Worth Repeating
Parenting the Love and Logic Way ® CLICK HERE to
Register Today. Join LCS Assistant Principal, Mrs.
Stoltzfus, for this fun-filled four-week parenting course.
Parenting the Love and Logic Way® provides parents with
tools and techniques to raise respectful, responsible and
enjoyable children. Parents will learn strategies to avoid
un-winnable power struggles, to stay calm and empathetic,
to set enforceable limits, to empower their children rather
than enable them, and help their children learn from their
mistakes.
Dates: Monday evenings, 10/19, 10/26, 11/2, and 11/9
Time: 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Location: Liberty Common Elementary School
Cost: $15.00 per participant (to cover the cost of class
materials)
The class will be limited to the first 20 participants to register. Childcare will not be
provided, but Mrs. Stoltzfus is happy to connect you with some outstanding Liberty
Common High School students for babysitting.
CLICK HERE to reserve a spot.

Grandparents Day 2020 Going
Virtual. Mark all calendar’s now –
especially your Grandmas’ and
Grandpas’. On Tuesday, November
24, 2020, all grandparents of Liberty
Common School students will be able
to connect with the school, and find
out how it is their grandkids are so
darn smart, adorable, and polite. Via
event teleconference, grandparentparticipants will join their
grandchildren’s’ actual classrooms – all virtually, online, and from the comfort of their
favored remote location. Watch subsequent editions of Liberty Common Sense for details
including participation instructions, and Zoom links. For now, just save the date, and note

the timeframes for teleconference interaction: Elementary school (grades k-6) from 9:0010:15AM; and, high school (grades 7-12) from 12:00-1:20PM. Grandparents are such an
important part of our Liberty family, we just couldn't stand to forgo this important annual
celebration on account of a pandemic. So, we decided to improvise, adapt, overcome, and
love by bringing our excellent school to our grandparents in a virtual format. Stay tuned,
and we’ll see all you grandparents on Nov 24th!

Lost-And-Found. Please come and find what your student is missing. All items twoweeks-old or older will be donated to charity on October 26th.

Chess-Class Signup. By popular demand, Chessmates is
offering a four-week, online course for first-time players, and their
parents covering the basics of the game. It’s perfect to take
before joining one of our school clubs. Taught by candidatemaster Brad Lundstrom, the class occurs via Zoom, and costs
$35. Coach Brad will walk you through the rules, and chess
strategies that make the game so fun. CLICK HERE for info, and
to register. Use 10Off for a $10 discount.

Liberty Common Business Directory. Do you own or represent a local business? Add
your business to the Liberty Common Business Directory today.

2020-2021 Liberty T-Shirt-Day Schedule
October 30 | November 20 | December 18 | January 29 |
February 26 | March 26 | April 16 | May 14
Show your school spirit and wear your favorite Liberty
Common t-shirt with dress-code approved pants, skirts, or
shorts.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Oct 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov 25-27 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan 18 | Rev. Martin Luther King Day
Feb 12 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 15 | President's Day
Mar 15-19 | Spring Break
Apr 2 | Good Friday
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384

Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Contact all members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting, October 29, 2020, 6:00PM | At LCHS.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Dr. , Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800 | Fax 970- 482-8007
Email info@libertycommon.org
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:50AM-4:00PM
Principal: Casey Churchill | cchurchill@libertycommon.org

