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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is Susan B. Anthony Week at Liberty Common
Next week is Susan B. Anthony week at
LCS. Anthony was born February 15, 1820 in Adams,
Massachusetts. She was brought up in a Quaker family
with long activist traditions. After teaching for fifteen
years, she became active in temperance. Because she
was a woman, she was not allowed to speak at
temperance rallies. This experience, and her
acquaintance with Elizabeth Cady Stanton, led her to
join the women's rights movement in 1852. Soon after, she dedicated her life to woman
suffrage. She also campaigned for the abolition of slavery, the right for women to own their
own property, and retain their earnings.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

No Other Route To Success
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Well, we are almost there. Our 4 th-quarter route through the 2019-20 academic finish line
is hardly what was planned; but we are going to cross it – early – successfully – and in a
way we could not have possibly imagined. How?
Liberty students study the famous artist Pablo Picasso. Known best for his boundarybreaking style, his artistic legacy adds heft to a few profound thoughts he had about solid
planning, focused effort, and success. Here’s a noteworthy one:
“Our goals can only be reached through a vehicle of a plan, in which we must fervently
believe, and upon which we must vigorously act. There is no other route to success,” he
said.
Liberty Common School’s
curriculum is solid. It’s been
refined over the past 20 years
and is now absolutely perfect
for the times we’re in. The
school’s policies, and practices
are the best in public
education. They started out
quite good, and have been
improved over time.
Both our curriculum, and our
policies reflect a rather bold
and ambitious vision for
academic relevancy,
intellectual empowerment, and
virtue. Indeed, our school’s
Board of Directors, and the
administration fervently believe
in the vehicle of Liberty’s plan.
Liberty’s instructors embrace the vision. They give it life by acting vigorously such that,
even in the face of a global pandemic, quarantine orders, and being banished from their
classrooms, their students will begin the next school year having been exceptionally well
prepared.
There is no other route to success. Pablo was right.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
Important Graduation Update. Our planned commencement ceremony for May 22 will
need to be postponed. New specific guidance, which was released earlier this week by

the state government, has necessitated this change. Unfortunately, in the context of our
current pandemic, all plans are contingent.
Graduation is now scheduled for the morning of July 25. It is planned to take place outside
at Everett Field on the elementary school grounds. Attendees may be limited to graduates,
their parents, administrators, the BOD Chair, and those directly participating in the
program. If we are able to expand our audience under the best guidance available at that
time, rest assured we will do so. More details will be forthcoming when available.

Security Vehicle On Site. When students come
back to school, they’ll surely notice the school’s
newly acquired security vehicle which is now in
use on both campuses. The vehicle is mainly a
visual-deterrent tactic deployed to project the
existence of pro-active school-security strategies
undertaken by the school. Mr. Knab is the
school’s Director of Security, and is pictured
beside the asset.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Daily Online Check-Ins Next Week. Great work making it to the end of the 2019-2020
school year and finishing strong! With our last day for academic instruction being today,
we will continue to check in with students all next week in the morning to wind down the
year, pass along wind-down announcements, etc. Morning check-ins are optional for all
students. Teachers will use this time to read books, discuss summer activities, cover
missing lessons with specific students, and answer year-end questions from students or
parents. Extending these brief check-ins for a few more days keeps us in compliance with
state and district early closure waivers. We are happy to meet these expectations. Thanks
for your cooperation with participating during this last week. We hope this will provide any
last minute opportunities to wind down the year.
6th-Grade Farewell Parade. A caravan
of vehicles, yesterday, whisked 6thgrade students and their families past
stations of LCS instructors as they
exchanged so-longs for the school
year. COVID-19 protocols precluded the
typical year-end hugs and handshakes,
but that wasn’t enough to suppress
joyous celebrations of academic
achievement, and mutual affections
being shared between students and
instructors. The procession was
punctuated by two Larimer County
Sheriff Deputies, and a Fort Collins
Police Officer who blared sirens from their service vehicles, flashed lights, whooped it up,
and helped conclude a wholesome celebration that definitely touched the hearts of
instructors, support staff, and administrators. BRAVO 6th graders! We’ll see you again at
August Torch Trek.

Liberty Common School-Summer Send-Off Car Parade.
Please join us on Friday, May 22nd so the Liberty staff can say
goodbye and send well wishes to the students. The parade will
begin at 10:00 AM. Refer to the times and parade route below
and cruise by the school to wave and say goodbye to our
teachers and staff.
Please show up at the school at the times below based on first
letter of your families last name. We miss you all. Hope you can make it!
Queue Up Time First Letter of Last Name:
10:00 AM: A-F
10:30 AM: G-L
11:00 AM: M-R
11:30 AM: S-Z

Student Poets Advance. A few months ago, 5 th graders in
Mrs. Cardenas’ class entered a poetry contest competing

against thousands of participants from across the nation. Five
of our students were awarded top-entry designations and will
move on to the next round of the contest. Congratulations to
the following students for their accomplishment: Marielle
Wrona, Lily LeDuc, Ashlyn Eyden, Juliette Tourney, and
Ian Siefried. CLICK HERE to enjoy their fabulous, prizewinning poems.

Yearbooks Going Fast. With less than
75 copies left, now the time to make sure
you have your 2019-2020 Liberty
Common Yearbook. Claim yours today at
www.jostensyearbooks.com

Medication Reminder. Please remember to pick up any
medications or supplies your student may have in the
health office by 10AM on Friday, May 22nd, or the
medications will be disposed of. You are always welcome
to pick them up anytime between 8:00AM and 3:00PM
daily. Please email Mrs. Miller with any questions.

Elementary School Calendar
May 8 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
May 8 | Last Day of School.
May 14 | Awards Ceremonies (See nearby article for more information).
May 18 - 21| Drop-off and Pick-up School Materials | CLICK HERE.
May 22 | LCS Summer Send-off Parade | 10:00 AM (See nearby article for
more information).
May 28 | BOD Meeting | 6:00PM.

From Dr. Robinson, LCHS Assistant
Principal

LCS Teachers Have Risen to the Challenge
As we wrap up teacher- appreciation week, I have been reflecting on the admirable efforts
our faculty have made to ensure that this last quarter of the year was not lost time, but a
real continuation of our academic program. I work at the high school and am a parent of a
Liberty 11th grader and 3rd grader. From these twin perspectives, I have had the
opportunity to see how our teachers have responded to the suspension of in-person
classes and the transition to online school at both campuses. The results have been
inspiring. I could not be more convinced as a parent that my kids are in the right place,
and I feel great gratitude for the opportunity to work with such professional and committed
colleagues.
As a parent, I found the rollout of online classes at the elementary to be smooth and
helpful. My wife and I had printed information, followed by short contact sessions to help
kids understand the new process, and then a regular, consistent schedule that has helped
my son still feel like he was in school and learning without overwhelming him with screen
time or extra work. I am so grateful that he is still getting the benefit of our fantastic Core
Knowledge curriculum. It is also heartwarming and encouraging to watch him log into his
class and interact with Mrs. James and a couple of dozen enthusiastic 3rd graders.
As an administrator, I know this smooth transition was the result of an enormous amount
of behind the scenes work. Teachers quickly and successfully adapted an entire quarter of
material to a new delivery format, and did so while learning the technical tools and
limitations of a software system that was brand new to most of us. This involved a lot of
work on weekend and school breaks, and a lot of creativity. Let me share just a few
representative examples.
I saw Mr. Seiple and Mrs. Salazar arrange for the distribution of art supplies so that
classes like ceramics and AP Art and Design could continue in the best possible

fashion. Mrs. Lannen similarly created engineering kits for her students to take home, and
had those distributed by the time online classes began. Mr. Reeves did the same for
woodshop. As an administrator, I feared that these hands-on classes would be a near total
loss without in-person instruction, but these teachers and others used their ingenuity to
advance their students' knowledge and skills.
One of my most enjoyable duties is observing our teachers while they deliver material in
class. It has been tremendously encouraging to see how well teachers are adapting. We
have all had a bit of a learning curve and things to figure out, but it has worked. Mrs.
Sullivan has used a variety of tools from embedded polls, to questions in the chat, to
keep her chemistry classes interactive and help her gauge students’ learning. Mr.
Ketcham has seamlessly continued to deliver high-quality history content to his 8th
graders. Mr. Skerjanec used a nice balance of new content delivery and monitored worktime to keep students actively engaged with the material.
In sum, whenever I visited a virtual classroom I found learning continuing and students
advancing in meaningful steps on their educational journey. For the sake of both students
and teachers, I anxiously await the day when we can return to quotidian human
interaction, but I will never forget the countless inspiring ways our teachers rose to this
challenge.

Alumni Update From Emma Daharsh (LCHS

’18) Attending University of Tulsa, in Tulsa,
Oklahoma.

I am wrapping up my sophomore year studying mechanical engineering and Spanish at
the University of Tulsa, and I want to give a quick update to my friends at LCHS! This year
has been crazy and full of unexpected experiences, even before the COVID-19 situation. I
started doing research with my physics professor, I discovered that I love statics, I learned
how to dance two-step, I played guitar on the BCM worship team, and I (almost) read both
volumes of Don Quijote!
The biggest lesson I learned this year is that I really need people--my study group, my
professors, my family, my friends, and everyone who has helped me succeed through my
very overbooked schedule.
Several of the people who have helped me this year weren't actually at TU--my teachers
at Liberty! So here are some shout-outs:
Thank you to Mrs. Salazar and Mr. Seiple for teaching me how to draw 3D figures
(I have found out that this is a very valuable skill for engineering students to have!).
Thank you to Mrs. Scarlett, Mr. Hultin, Mr. Tullius, and Mr. Dybzinski for showing
me how to write a clear, convincing essay. You have spared me a lot of stress
these past two years.
Thank you to Mrs. Deitrick for giving me such excellent Spanish instruction, and for
having us write all of those timed in-class essays. Those essays have saved me
more than once in my Spanish classes at TU.

Thank you to Mrs. Lannen for teaching me how to not only solve calculus
problems, but how to understand them.
Thank you to all of the teachers and staff at Liberty for showing me how to work hard,
make friends with adults, and not freak out about school. You have helped me in a lot
more than my education.
That's all I have for now, and I hope that you are all doing well!
Thank you,
Emma Daharsh

Every Family A Donor

Invest In The Future During COVID-19. With the current economic downturn and the
resultant drop in state revenues, we will likely be faced with reduced state funding very
soon. People have been asking what is our most practical need right now. Answer: Pay
down our debt. The compounded-interest savings are a huge benefit to the school. Doing
so frees up funds that can be used to pay our expert teachers and ensure our continued
educational success. Please consider giving to Invest in the Future of Liberty
Common School. Together we are #LibertyCommonUnited.

Employer Donation Matching. Did you know that
many employers will match your donation to Liberty
Common School? This is a great way for your giving to
go the extra mile. Some companies are increasing the
amount of their matching funds during this COVID-19
crisis. Find out if your company participates !

Grant-writing Team Forming. Do you have experience in writing for grant applications?
We are forming a grant-writing team that can assist us in applying for funds that will help
our school to thrive. To join the team, email Brett Harkey.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners" used
in "Household Science" class of that day:

“Rule No. 110. The Food. The food served at a large tea is
assorted, dainty sandwiches ; small, fancy cakes ; small,
rich cookies ; salted nuts, and candies. All the food must be
decorative and dainty as well as appetizing. The food is
served on pretty plates arranged on the table to give
service and balance. Sometimes you may prefer to serve
ice-cream, but avoid serving food that requires a knife or
much silver.”

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

High School Coach Meetings. Monday, June 1st. Come meet with your coach and
receive summer off-season information. A map of where your team is meeting will be
posted just inside the 'Main Event Entry' doors.(Exception: Cross-Country - see below)
The coaches can't wait to meet with you.
Men's Teams
11:00am - Men's Soccer
11:30am - Men's Basketball
12:00pm - Men's Baseball
12:30pm - Track & Field
1:00pm - Men's Swim
Women's Teams
11:00am - Volleyball
11:30am - Women's Basketball
12:00pm - Women's Soccer
12:30pm - Track & Field
1:00pm - Women's Swim
7:00pm - Men's and Women's Cross Country at Edora Park by gazebo.

News Worth Repeating
LCS Awards Ceremonies. Our annual academic awards ceremony will continue this
year through online teleconference. Students and their families are invited to this special
event. Teachers will give out academic awards for classes, honor roll will be celebrated,
and a number of special school-wide awards will be announced. You won't want to miss
celebrating these impressive scholars who have achieved so much under difficult
circumstances. The event will be held on Thursday, May 14th. Please see award times and
links below.

Times
8:15-9:15
9:30-10:30
12:30-1:30
1:45-2:45

Grade
K
1-2
3-4
5-6

Online Teleconference
CLICK HERE
CLICK HERE
CLICK HERE
CLICK HERE

Return School Materials, Clean Out Desks,
Lockers. Please CLICK HERE to see the schedule and
other important information regarding picking up year-end

student items from the school, and dropping off books,
Chromebooks, and other school-related
materials. Principal Churchill has devised a plan for
families to safely drop-off, and pick-up materials as we
make the transition to the school’s summer break. Please
carefully read Mr. Churchill's letter for important details and
logistics.

Teacher-Aide Positions Open. Teacher-Aide
(TAs) positions at LCS are open for next year
and we need great candidates to apply. TAs
play a critical role in accomplishing the
school’s mission by providing daily support to
our teachers, and students. Those qualified
and interested should apply immediately. The
job description and application process can be
found on the school’s website, CLICK
HERE. Know a perfect candidate? Please
pass this posting along.

AST Paraprofessional Position Open. Liberty Common High School is looking for a
exemplary candidate to join it's Academic Support Team for the upcoming school year.
CLICK HERE to view the job posting.

School Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 20202021 school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent teaching assistant or AST
paraprofessional.

School Supplies Made Simple. Next year, Liberty will be working with a company called
Educational Products, Inc., which will provide an option for parents to easily purchase
school supplies. The option enables parents to purchase all supplies in one transaction,
and they’ll show up on your front step before school starts. Parents may begin ordering
supplies beginning April 6 thru June 14. Click here to order and remember to use
Liberty’s School ID: LIB145. We hope this service proves to be beneficial to lots of Liberty
families, and restores for parents a big chunk of back-to-school time, and money.

Elementary Summer Academic Camp. Reading and
math instruction are boosted in LCS's elementary Summer
Academic Camp designed for students who need extra
academic support to maintain their progress. Spots are
filling quickly, so register now.
CLICK HERE to review the Summer Camp Information
Guide or HERE to go straight to the registration
site. Please review the registration information thoroughly before signing up.
Please note: Summer Art Camp has been canceled for this summer. Mrs. Nichols hopes
to offer it again in the future.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal/Summer School Coordinator, with any
questions or concerns.

Rising 9th-Grade Athletes. Contact your new coach by email to get your Zoom meeting
set up (click on their name below).

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact TBD (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer (boys & girls) - Coach Greenlaw.
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact TBD (7th) Coach Krueger (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Men's Basketball - Coach Faw.
Women's Basketball - Coach Johnson
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women - Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women - Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- May 28 | 6:00PM

STAY CONNECTED
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Giving to Liberty

