Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 23, Issue 69, May 22, 2020










PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

A Triumph of Curriculum
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Years of research have confirmed the things that matter most in a child’s
education. Student initiative is paramount. Parental guidance is second. Third is the
quality of the curriculum.
Sure, our school fosters student initiative,
and embraces the right and responsibility of
parents to direct the education and
upbringing of their children. It is the
curriculum, however, that the school’s
professional educators orchestrate in a way
that is unique in public education.
It’s quite easy, now that the school year is over, to survey the havoc the pandemic has
wreaked across the public-education landscape. It’s devastating really; but not at our
school.
Our unwavering fidelity to a superb, and rigorous
curriculum has inoculated Liberty Common
School against the intense battering of a
worldwide virus, and its subsequent political
obstacles. Amid myriad disruptions, our curricular
sequence has served as an institutional North
Star.
We have been perfecting our vision, strategies,
projects, and classroom tactics for over 23 years
to an extent that everyone associated with the
school knew what needed to be done upon the first signal of pandemic uncertainty. In this
regard, our school stands virtually alone.
Indeed, Liberty’s curriculum has led its students to triumph. The core essence of our
school – an intense focus upon the things we teach – empowers our mighty community to
improvise, adapt, overcome, and love.
Here, at the end of the school year’s final day, I think that’s a fairly gorgeous note upon
which to conclude.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
PSD Opinion Survey On Fall School Scenarios. The Poudre School District, which
authorizes Liberty Common School’s charter, is soliciting parent opinions about schooling
scenarios for public education in the fall given uncertainties associated with the COVID-19
pandemic. PSD neglected to prompt charter-school parents to participate in the survey,
but those interested in doing so online can CLICK HERE to take it. The survey asks what
school your kids attend. Since there’s no option indicated for our school, some parents say
they’ve just checked a box for a school close to their home, which seemed to suffice for
their purposes. CLICK HERE to see the introductory page for the survey for more
information on what PSD hopes to learn from public-school parents. The survey deadline
is today.

Parent Needed For District Committee. The Poudre School District sent us a note this
week announcing it has an opening for a charter-school parent on its District
Accountability Committee. “Having the voice of a charter school parent is important in
ensuring that we have equitable voice by the committee in their (sic) recommendations to
the Board of Education,” wrote PSD’s Robert Beauchamp, Director of Curriculum,
Instruction, and Assessment. The committee meets monthly, typically on third

Wednesdays from 6:30 – 8:00PM. The committee provides guidance to the PSD Board on
things like spending priorities, district schedule, and school improvement. It is always good
for Liberty to have parents involved in this way. If interested in serving, send an email to
Mr. Beauchamp for information, and an application.

Prime Parking-Space Auction. Highly prized, this reserved
parking space means no more looking for a spot during drop-off
and pick-up, school performances, or sporting events. Bid and
reserve a front-row parking space for the 2020-2021 school
year. The auction will begin on Friday, May 22 at Noon and
conclude on Friday, May 29 at Noon. Get your bids in now.

Host An LCHS Exchange-Student. Liberty families are needed to host foreign-exchange
students attending LCHS in August. Liberty students have had such wonderful
experiences completing school years with foreign students. Families stepping up to host
for a year are a critical part of making these enriching exchanges happen.
Here is a list of students currently needing host families:
Laura from Slovakia (17) is a happy, kind, loveable & hardworking young lady. She’s an
"A+" student who loves all sports. She has been on a club gymnastics team, won second
place in the 2015/16 Slovakian Gymnastics Championship. Laura also loves to draw,
paint, ski, snowboard.
Phil from Germany (16) is funny, friendly, positive and outgoing. He has an “A” GPA. He
is a great athlete who loves basketball, swimming, soccer and weight training. Phil has
been on a club swim team for many years and has won many awards in German national
swim tournaments. Phil also loves to hike, bike and ski.
Nora form Norway (17) is sunny, outgoing and cheerful with an “A+” GPA. She is kind,
honest, hard worker with good family values. Nora is very athletic and loves all sports,
especially martial arts, running, CrossFit, hiking & skiing.
Marisol from Germany lives in a small town in the Black Forest. She is a friendly,
outgoing & funny young lady with an “A” GPA. Marisol loves to run and has been on a
track-and-field team for five years. She also likes to play volleyball, work out, bake and
cook, go for walks, draw and read.
More students are available for those interested in specific countries or languages. Host
families are asked to provide home, food and love for a school year, and simply to live
your normal life. These students are sponsored through an EF program coordinator under
authorized guidance from the U.S. State Department. Students are fully vetted, COVIDfree, insured. Their program covers all expenses other than room and board. Many
hosting costs are tax-deductible.
Host families receive 10% off EF’s teacher-led, or Girl-Scout-led overseas trips. EF pays a
$200 referral fee if the timing for hosting isn’t right, but you know of someone you think
might be suitable. To learn more, contact Melissa by email as soon as possible, or by
phone at 720-759-8605.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
School-Building Closure. Liberty Common School’s buildings will be closed May 23 –
May 31. Regular summer building hours, 8:00AM-3:00PM, will resume on June 1, 2020.

Items Not Picked Up. If your family was not able to drop off and pick up end-of-theschool-year items (including yearbooks), please do so in the elementary-school vestibule,
beginning June 1 st. Summer building hours are 8:00AM-3:00PM Monday-Friday.

Rappenecker Retiring. Mrs. Suzie Rappenecker, along with her
husband Mr. Don Rappenecker (LCHS Maintenance
Coordinator) are retiring this year. As a Teacher Assistant (TA) for
the last six years, Mrs. Rappenecker is known for her servant
heart, joyful attitude, and flexibility. Beyond her faithful service to
our 3rd-, 5 th-, and 6 th-grade students and teachers over the years,
Mrs. Rappenecker consistently filled whatever last-minute need
arose throughout the school. When not at the elementary school,
Mrs. Rappenecker, along with her children and grandchildren,
could be found assisting Mr. Rappenecker at the high school.
Jackson Moving On. After five years as a 4 th-grade TA, Mrs.
Heather Jackson will begin focusing more of her passion and
creativity into her graphic-design business (except when she’s
subbing at LCS). In addition to extending her deep reservoir of
patience and love to countless students over the years, Mrs.
Jackson served the school by using her graphic-design skills to
enhance our math program, created masterful bulletin boards, and
elevated the annual Spelling Bee with her exquisite décor, and
delectable cupcakes.

Thank you both for modelling cooperation, respect, and citizenship to our school
community. You will be greatly missed.

Elementary School Calendar
May 23-31 | School Building and Office Closed.
May 28 | BOD Meeting | 6:00PM.
June 1 | Office Resumes Summer Hours | Monday - Friday | 8AM - 3PM.

From Mr. Churchill,
LCS Principal and
Mr. Lovely, LCHS
Principal

Milestone School Year Ends
By: Principals Casey Churchill and Torgun Lovely
Another fantastic Liberty school year is coming to a close, and along with it, a chance to
look back upon a year of solid academic achievement for our students. The Liberty Board
of Directors and administration could not be happier with the accomplishments of our
students, instructors, support staff, and parents. While many events were cancelled due to
snow storms and COVID-19, we persevered and accomplished much of what we would
have in a normal uninterrupted school year.
Liberty Common School has become a premier school in northern Colorado due to the
proper partnership of parents, professional staff, and hardworking students. We are

thankful to all who helped make this year so successful.
The elementary school continues to thrive with
609 students, 60 staff, and 1000 prospective
students on the high school and elementary
lottery list. Liberty Common Elementary school
is a model example of how a school should
operate. This past year, Liberty opened its
doors to many teachers and administrators from
schools across the state that were looking for
answers on how to run a successful
organization. Many tours were given, and
meetings were attended by both teachers and
administrators to answer these questions and
give insight into how this is done so well.
We should be very proud of our students as
they have accomplished much this year to
develop both their mind and character. Our
classroom teachers, as always, are
knowledgeable about all the content they
teach. The classrooms and hallways speak
to the nature of this rich content. Students
are energized and excited to learn all that
the Core Knowledge Curriculum has to
offer.

Teachers embraced the use of data to assess student progress throughout the year. Our
teachers analyzed last year’s CMAS and NWEA data to help make sure students were
able to access all the skills and content taught here at Liberty. Grade-level teams met
monthly to discuss student progress and give feedback to each other to ensure students
were provided with the best instruction to meet their needs. This process of entering and
analyzing data, discussing students, and providing interventions to help struggling
students has been adapted, refined, and polished over the years. Our Academic Support
Team and classroom teachers worked countless hours to make sure all students had
access to the incredible Core Knowledge curriculum. Our goal is to close the achievement
gap and help all students access the rich curriculum we teach.
The 5th and 6th Grade Student Council has
demonstrated their leadership through the many
community-building activities as well as philanthropic
events throughout the year. They raised money for
Ride for Parkinson’s with the Penny Wars in
February and collected food for families in need in
October. They also helped plan school-wide
community-building events including a Character
Education Assembly about Cooperation in
December, planned the 5th and 6th grade movie
nights, planned activities at both the Winter Carnival
and Fall Festival, and helped organize a virtual spirit week in April. There is nothing better
than watching students lead students.
Speaking of virtual, I cannot adequately express my overwhelming gratitude to the Liberty
staff, families, and students here at Liberty for their efforts and cooperation in moving our
school online for the 4th quarter. The 4th quarter was strange to say the least, but we did
it. Students received all necessary skills and content to move on to the next grade
level. Thank you to our school community for your support during these trying times. This
will be one school year none of us will forget.
Thank you to all the parent volunteers! We would not be as
successful as we are without your support in the

classrooms. Each month, we were blessed to have countless
volunteers including Watch Dog Dads in the building. This
program, led by Mr. Wes Cardenas, was a success, and we
are fortunate to have more male figures around the
building. We thank all the mothers, fathers, grandparents, and
friends of Liberty that support us each day. It takes an army of
people to care for these incredible students.
Liberty's mission is to provide a contextual body of
knowledge, which will in turn provide students with a rich
domain vocabulary. This rich vocabulary, along with strong
phonetic instruction, allows our students to both decode and
comprehend what they read. Literate students make quality
citizens. Quality citizens make for a more democratic
society. Liberty Common Elementary is on track with our
mission.
At the high school, our tenth year is finishing out in
an epic, albeit unforeseen, manner. Liberty’s
administrators, staff, and teachers demonstrated a
mindboggling amount of fortitude to help bring the
school across the finish line with online learning
during the entirety of the fourth quarter, while
seeking to minimize disruption to the academic
progress of our students in the process.
Improvise. Adapt. Overcome. Love. Those words
were more than a title of a newsletter article. They were a call to action, and they inspired
the school to help provide a sense of normalcy for students by maintaining a regular
schedule, teaching classes using Zoom and Google Classroom, and delivering a highquality education in the midst of forced school-building closures. Our students are the
best. Our teachers and staff are the best. Our parents are the best.
While it’s true that the fourth quarter was
particularly noteworthy, it would be a mistake
to forget the previous three incredible quarters
of the year. It started off in spectacular fashion
at the Torch Trek, as we opened the building
and began the process of celebrating our
eighth senior class, the mighty class of 2020,
our brightest class yet.
In addition to academically outpacing their
peers at all other Colorado high schools, our
seniors have certainly continued to put LCHS on the map. Yes, we've bragged much about
how they earned the highest composite SAT score in the entire state of 1315 - and why
not?
That achievement, along with once again being
rated by US News & World Report as one of the
nation’s top high schools, has flung wide open
the doors of opportunity for the senior class, and
for all LCHS students who follow. We've become
a routine target for nearly every college recruiter
covering the West.

While many of the end-of-the-year activities our
seniors were looking forward to were canceled or
postponed - such as prom, the school play, Eagle
Games, and our legendary graduation ceremony at
Timberline Church (which has been rescheduled for

Sat 25 July at Everett Field) - our seniors were not
daunted. They completed final stages of their college
admissions process, took AP exams online, showed
up in droves for a drive-thru scholarship breakfast,
and provided positive, cheerful leadership for the rest
of the student body through an online delivery of the
morning announcements. PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
indeed!

What's just as impressive is the followership at Liberty. As the seniors march off, onward
and upward from Liberty, the junior class is stepping up in a marvelous way. Next year's
school captains, House captains, Order captains, sophomore representatives, and
appointed officers are installed, and they are already working on plans for the next school
year, reinforcing the notion that the House and Order system continues to produce value
beyond our wildest dreams.
Speaking of our junior-high students, rounding out their final years of the Core Knowledge
Sequence has prepared them well for high school. This year's 7th and 8th graders proved
to be a fun cohort making the kind of academic progress we expect to see at Liberty, while
simultaneously maintaining some hallway (and Zoom) spunk - right through to the
end. Their road to maturity is enthralling to behold, and we can't wait to see how they lead
the high school over the next four and five years. They are clearly ready to step into the
classical-education path we have crafted for them in grades 9-12.
We were also able to welcome a handful of new teachers and
new students into the building last August, and this year’s
contingent of both proved to be exceptional. The new students
acclimated quickly and learned how to be successful in an
academically-rich environment, and the new teachers jumped
into the school culture with both feet ablaze, rapidly becoming
some of their students’ favorite teachers.

The school’s extracurricular programs saw
a boon with outstanding athletic feats, new
sports, and increased participation, as well
as spectacular dances, fun pep rallies, and
a memorable Festival of Ideas
event. These aspects continue to provide
essential compliments to the academic
excellence of the school, reinforcing the
mantra of “work hard, play hard.” Students
and staff indeed worked hard this year, and
had a blast while doing so
On behalf of the faculty, staff and administration, we offer our sincere and humble thanks
to all Liberty parents. Your leadership, guidance, volunteerism, financial support, and
prayers have contributed mightily to what we're convinced is the best public education
Colorado has to offer.
To the six 8th graders moving on from Liberty
next year, we wish you a fond farewell. To all
returning Liberty students, we're already looking
forward to seeing you again on Monday morning,
August 24th, when we will enjoy aiding you along
your journeys to understanding and being
inclined toward beauty, truth, goodness, and
perfection.
In the meantime, enjoy the summer

break. You’ve earned it.

Alumni Update From Olivia Bachelet, LCHS ’16, St.
Mary’s University (San Antonio, TX) ’20, Now Starting
A Career In Houston, TX.

The LCHS 2015-16 School Captain graduated on Saturday, May 9, 2020 from St. Mary’s
University in San Antonio, TX. Her mom Mrs. Robin Bachelet watched a virtual ceremony
from home and couldn’t wait to share the news with Olivia Bachelet’s high-school alma
mater, “Watching Liv’s virtual graduation now. Thought I would let you know that she has
been awarded Summa Cum Laude. Have a beautiful day.”
A day earlier, the St. Mary’s communications staff issued a press release announcing
Olivia had earned the school’s prestigious Presidential Award. The publication featured the
stunning soccer-action photo included herein. Here’s the text:
SAN ANTONIO- Olivia Bachelet, a soon-to-be graduate of the St. Mary's University
women's soccer program was named a 2020 Presidential Award recipient as announced
today by St. Mary's President, Tom Mengler .
The Presidential Award is presented to students who exemplify leadership, service and
academic excellence. The award honors those who have demonstrated a service to
society, participated in co-curricular activities, promoted a positive influence in promotion
of the St. Mary's mission, and possess the knowledge and skills to be an effective leader.

"St. Mary's University allowed me to fulfill my lifelong dream of becoming a collegiate
athlete," said Bachelet. "Looking back, it was an unforgettable experience that taught me
more about what I want out of my life beyond the game of soccer. I know now more than
ever that if I had attended another university, I would not have gotten the most out of my
college experience like I was able to here."
Bachelet was a leader on and off the field, serving as a captain of the Women's Soccer
program for the last two seasons. The Fort Collins, Colorado native was extremely active
in the campus community as she was a Gamma Iota Sigma Member and Officer, Greehey
School of Business Mentor, Student Athletic Advisory Committee (SAAC) member, VITA
Volunteer, and a Communities in Schools Mentor.
"Our entire program is so proud of Olivia," said St. Mary's Director of Athletics Rob
Coleman. "She not only did extremely well in the classroom, during her career at St.
Mary's, but was an exceptional leader as the captain of our Women's Soccer program. We
congratulate her on graduating and wish her the best with all future endeavors."
The finance and risk management major played in 69 career matches for the Rattlers.
Bachelet will remain in the Lone Star state after graduation, moving to Houston to work for
Marsh, a global leader in insurance broking and risk management.
There’s a great video profile of Olivia linked at the St. Mary’s website – CLICK
HERE. Additionally, there’s an impressive posted profile of her everyone should see –
CLICK HERE.
Go Rattlers!

Every Family A Donor

Let’s Cross the Finish Line and Invest In The Future . Our fundraising campaign to
retire debt at Liberty is almost complete. We only need a little over $21,000 to reach our
total goal for the year. With the current economic downturn and the resultant drop in state
revenues, we will be faced with reduced state funding very soon. People have been asking
what is our most practical need right now. Answer: Pay down our debt. The compoundedinterest savings are a huge benefit to the school. Doing so frees up funds that can be used
to pay our expert teachers and ensure our continued educational success. Please
consider giving to Invest in the Future of Liberty Common School. Together we are
#LibertyCommonUnited.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners

used in Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 112. Informal Tea. When the guest list does
not exceed fifteen, a hostess serves more informally.
Usually a small tea-table is set in the living-room, where
the hostess herself presides over the teapot. The hostess
wears an informal, colorful afternoon dress that adds to
the effect of the tea-table.
"The tea-table is covered with a decorative cloth. The
food may be brought in on a tray, or tea-wagon, with the cups, plates, napkins, and silver.”

News Worth Repeating
Important Graduation Update. Our planned commencement ceremony for May 22 will be
postponed. New specific guidance, which was released today by the state government,
has necessitated this change. Unfortunately, in the context of our current pandemic, all
plans are contingent.
Graduation is now scheduled for the morning of July 25. It is planned to take place outside
at Everett Field on the elementary school grounds. Attendees may be limited to graduates,
their parents, administrators, the BOD Chair, and those directly participating in the
program. If we are able to expand our audience under the best guidance available at that
time, rest assured we will do so. More details will be forthcoming when available.

Athletic-Director Position Open. With last week’s announcement Mr. Knab is resigning
his position at Liberty Common School, the school has opened a search for its next
fulltime athletic director. Please CLICK HERE to see the job posting. Please assist by
passing this notice along to anyone who might be a perfect candidate.

School Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 20202021 school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent teaching assistant or AST
paraprofessional.

School Supplies Made Simple. Next year, Liberty will be working with a company called
Educational Products, Inc., which will provide an option for parents to easily purchase
school supplies. The option enables parents to purchase all supplies in one transaction,
and they’ll show up on your front step before school starts. Parents may begin ordering
supplies beginning April 6 thru June 14. Click here to order and remember to use
Liberty’s School ID: LIB145. We hope this service proves to be beneficial to lots of Liberty
families, and restores for parents a big chunk of back-to-school time, and money.

Elementary Summer Academic Camp. Reading and
math instruction are boosted in LCS's elementary Summer
Academic Camp designed for students who need extra
academic support to maintain their progress. Spots are
filling quickly, so register now.
CLICK HERE to review the Summer Camp Information
Guide or HERE to go straight to the registration
site. Please review the registration information thoroughly before signing up.
Please note: Summer Art Camp has been canceled for this summer. Mrs. Nichols hopes
to offer it again in the future.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal/Summer School Coordinator, with any
questions or concerns.

Grant-Writing Team Forming. Do you have experience in writing for grant applications?
We are forming a grant-writing team that can assist in applying for funds that will help our
school to thrive. To join the team, email Brett Harkey.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- May 28 | 6:00PM
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