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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
It is Abraham Lincoln Week at Liberty Common School
Abraham Lincoln was the 16th president of the United States and
is regarded as one of America’s greatest presidents due to his
incredible impact on the nation. He is remembered as the savior of
the Union and the emancipator of the slaves.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Excellent Education Depends on Volunteers
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Our excellent school wouldn’t be excellent without parent, and grandparent
volunteers. Throughout next week, we’ll escalate our ongoing celebration of the school’s
volunteers in hopes of encouraging even more.
Thank you for choosing Liberty Common School, and for volunteering. Everyone in our
excellent organization depends on it.
Monday launches Volunteer-Appreciation Week at Liberty. Our
school’s 22-year history has certainly demonstrated that volunteers
add tremendous value. Their contributions result in a higher quality
education for all students.
The mere appearance of parents volunteering in the school
persuades students the educational process is truly
important. Students also learn early that the family is the most
important agent for academic achievement.
Parents are not only welcome at Liberty, they’re admired as crucial
in curricular planning, and high-quality instruction throughout the
year. Section 6 of The Liberty Common School Policy Manual is
dedicated to this topic. Please CLICK HERE to read it.
Thank you for choosing Liberty Common School, and for volunteering. Everyone in our
excellent organization depends on it.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
Sunset Soirée
Sponsorships. Calling all
business owners. Please
consider supporting Liberty
Common School’s spring
fundraiser by sponsoring the
Sunset Soirée. Various
sponsorship packages are
available and contain terrific
opportunities for promoting
your business. Click HERE to
purchase, or contact Brett
Harkey

Excessive Technology Is
Hazardous. Find out how, and why
we’re losing a generation of children to
unbridled technology, and why
temperance is in order for every
household. The Liberty Parent
Education Committee urges all
parents to attend this important
presentation of “Screenagers Next
Chapter: Uncovering Skills For Stress Resilience.” Event date: Tuesday, February 11 th,
2020 6:30PM at LCS (1725 Sharp Point Dr., Fort Collins). Students will find the
presentation compelling, too. Concessions will be sold by the LCS Student Council, so it’s
okay to come hungry. Please CLICK HERE for more information.

PSD Board President Visits. The Liberty Common School
elementary campus got a nice visit today from Poudre
School District Board of Education President Mr.
Christophe Febvre. Mr. Febvre toured hallways and
classrooms accompanied by Principal Churchill, Liberty
BOD Member Mr. Ben Friesen, and Headmaster
Schaffer. It was another excellent high-profile visit which
reinforces the value of our excellent school, and the
leadership it provides for the broader Northern Colorado
public-education community.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
We Love Our Volunteers. Volunteer-Appreciation Week
is Feb 10-14th. Thank you to our incredible volunteers who
take the time to volunteer in the classrooms, chaperone
fieldtrips, coach robotics, Odyssey of the Mind, and Watch
D.O.G.S., etc. If you are an LCS volunteer, stop by the
front office next week for a treat.

Volunteers Need For Book
Fair. The annual Book Fair is
coming up, and librarian Mrs.
Gowing is looking for a parent or
two to help. The fair will take
place March 2nd through March
6th. Help is needed with
decorations, advertisements,
organizing parent volunteers,
event prep, etc. For inspiration,
see nearby photos from last
year’s Book Fair. Please email
Mrs. Gowing at if you can assist at any level of commitment, and help make this year’s
Book Fair the best ever.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
A Fairyland Of Your Own. From spending
summers with the Navajo tribe in the 1940s to a
revelatory trip to the Soviet Union, author P.L.
Travers spent her adult life on the quest for
meaning and enlightenment. Born in Australia in
1899, Travers soon proved herself to be an
indefatigable author and woman, master of her
own destiny and affairs. Publishing her first
Poppins book in 1964, she enjoyed so much
success she attracted the attention of Hollywood
titan Walt Disney. Despite the breadth and scope
with which the famous film Mary Poppins defined
many a childhood, Travers viewed her brief stint in
Tinseltown as merely a footnote in her life. She
went on to publish her last Mary Poppins novel in 1988. There are a total of eight books in
the Poppins series, each more daring and adventurous than the last. Blown in by the East
Wind, Mary Poppins turns the Banks family’s world topsy-turvy in order to set it straight
again. If you’re a fan of the Disney movie, you’re sure to be an even bigger fan of the
books!

Elementary School Calendar
February 7 | Winter Carnival, 5:30 PM.
February 7 | Chessmates
February 10-13 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 11 | Screenagers Next Chapter: Uncovering Skills for Stress
Resilience, 6:30 PM, LCS Gym.
February 14 | Professional-Development Day, NO SCHOOL.
February 17 | President's Day, NO SCHOOL.
February 21 | Chessmates
February 24-28 | Penny Drive
February 27 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 PM.
February 27 | Liberty T-shirt Day
February 27 | Chessmates
February 29 | Festival of Ideas, 9 AM- 12 PM, Liberty Common High School.
March 2-March 6 | Book Fair, LCS.
March 6 | Classroom Group Pictures.

March 13 | 3rd Quarter Ends.
March 13 | 6th Graders to LCHS (All Day).
March 16-20 | Spring Break, NO SCHOOL.
March 26 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

From Board of Directors
Board of Directors Election. Liberty’s volunteer
Board of Directors has two Director positions coming
open with three-year terms commencing this
June. Elections for these positions will be held the
third week of April. Online applications are currently
available.
Liberty Common School depends upon parent
volunteer leadership. Liberty’s seven-member,
parent volunteer Board of Directors is responsible for
maintaining educational and operational policies which support the vision, philosophy, and
mission as defined in Liberty’s Charter Application, Contract, Bylaws and Board Policies.
Are you passionate about supporting the mission and philosophy of Liberty Common
School? Are you a critical thinker, interested in playing a vital role in ensuring Liberty’s
continued academic and character education success? If so, your leadership could
significantly benefit Liberty’s students.
Liberty’s Board of Directors would love to answer your questions regarding Board
service. Please contact Board Director Chuck Grant, or any other Director.
Complete your Board application here: Liberty Common School Board of Directors
Application. The application deadline is 4PM, Wednesday, March 4, 2020.

Strategic Plan Update. Liberty’s Board of Directors works with the school administrators
to develop strategic direction guiding the future of our great school. The Board of Directors
encourages you to review the current Strategic Plan . The Board has sanctioned several
committees which lead the actionable work supporting the Strategic Plan. Following are a
few highlights:
Student-Data Privacy Committee is working through a roadmap supporting an
ambitious strategic goal to “Lead the education industry in maintaining student-data
privacy.”
Development Committee is improving fundraising communications and
marketing demonstrated by recent website and social media upgrades designed to
enhancing fundraising effectiveness (get your Sunset Soiree Tickets Here. The
annual fundraising-letter campaign generated the highest response in school history
– up 42%!).
Expansion Committee is newly developed to investigate opportunities to
capitalize on Liberty’s extensive strengths, and potentially serve more families.
Other committees and volunteers are working to enhance Liberty’s local, statewide and national leadership by building coalitions and relationships throughout our
community. The Board is grateful for parent volunteers Ms. Molly Soasey and Ms.
Lisa Willingham, who represent Liberty at PSD’s District Advisory Board, as well

as Ms. Angela Hunsinger who attends PSD’s District Accountability
Committee. Principals Mr. Casey Churchill and Mr. Torgun Lovely are actively
leading efforts to connect classically oriented schools throughout the state as well.
Please make attendance at an upcoming board meeting a priority. Liberty is a parent-led
school and attending a board meeting is a wonderful way for our families to learn about
the leadership and direction of our excellent institution. Meetings occur the last Thursday
of each month at Liberty Common High School. Board meeting details here.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Girl's Basketball
Wed, 2/12, 4PM;5PM, Away, at Platte Valley.
Thu, 2/13, 4PM, 5PM, Home, vs Valley.
8th Girl's Basketball
Wed, 2/12, 4PM;5PM, Home, vs Platte Valley.
Thu, 2/13, 4PM, 5PM, Away, at Valley.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact TBD (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Men's Basketball
Tue, 2/11, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Away, at Brush.
Fri, 2/14, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Home, vs Resurrection Christian.
HS Women's Basketball
Sat, 2/8, 8AM-4PM, Home, Patriot League Round-Robin (Elementary Gym).
Tue, 2/11, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Home, vs Brush.
Fri, 2/14, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Away, at Resurrection Christian.
HS Women's Swimming
Fri, 2/7, 3PM, Tri-Valley Conference Prelims, at Thompson Valley.
Sat, 2/8, 1PM, Tri-Valley Conference Prelims, at Thompson Valley.
Fri, 2/14, 10AM, Away, 3A State Prelims, VMAC - Thorton.
Sat, 2/15, 3:30PM, Away, 3A State Prelims, VMAC - Thorton.

Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.

Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Giving Landing Page. We are deeply grateful for your financial support of Liberty
Common School. To see all of the current fundraising campaigns at Liberty,
visit giving.libertycommon.org. Current campaigns include Festival of Ideas, High
School Baseball and Women’s Soccer, as well as our Invest in the Future campaign. Take
a look and support Liberty today.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Handwriting – It’s Good for Your Brain!
By: Laurel Van Maren, Founder
There is a Chinese dance recital video in which Chinese
teenagers show the remarkable dance skills they have learned
during the course of their studies. The title of it is “Be more
beautiful also need hard to pay."
In the western tradition, a classical education seeks to instill in
children a capacity to identify and a desire to
exemplify... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class
of that day:
“Rule No. 97. Evening Dress. For dances and
formal dinners, a girl needs an evening dress,
with silk hose and slippers. An evening dress is
sleeveless and low-necked, but it may be very
simple. In fact, color, line, and style are more
important than frills and ornaments in a dinner
dress."

Alumni Update From

When he commissions on May 15 th as a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force, LCHS
alumnus Rob Knab (’16) will take a lot of what he acquired at Liberty with him into the
profession of arms. The CSU communications major is minoring in Spanish, and finishing
strong.
Knab’s dad is Athletic Director Mr. Dan Knab. When Knab the younger stopped by his
alma mater last week to work the ticket desk at an Eagles basketball game, he got
corralled by his beloved Headmaster for a few minutes of Alumni Update tête-à-tête – with
tape rolling.
Knab is in the final semester of his senior year, and about to complete R.O.T.C. training
with CSU-based Detachment 90 – “The Mighty Ninety.” After graduation, he’ll receive
additional tech training in Texas toward becoming a security-forces officer in the world’s
greatest air force.
College has been great for Knab, and he attributes some of his university success to
Liberty Common School. For example, Knab says his most difficult class was a course
entitled Rhetoric and Western Thought which he took during his junior year.
“It was a mature class. We considered at a deep level the thoughts of the greatest
philosophers. There was a lot of reading, a lot of writing, and definitely a lot of thinking,”
Knab said. “But I was prepared. It was just like American Lit (at Liberty Common).”
Asked what sticks most with him as a Liberty graduate, Knab said without hesitation, “The
culture of a leader – a leader with integrity. I think it has transferred more into my Air
Force training, so far, than anything at CSU.”
The significance of Liberty’s emphasis on student leadership was paramount for
Knab. “Coming into CSU and taking my (military-science) classes, I was prepared,” he
explained. “I knew I was prepared when I got there. I think I was more prepared by Liberty
to be a leader, and to be an officer, actually; which has really gone a long way in my
relationships. Starting with being a college freshman, I was helping lead the other
freshmen, to now, as a senior, where I’m projecting the core cause and foundation of the
Air Force.”
Being seeped in the importance of a serious education has helped Knab maintain focus
on priorities. “Knowing the value of an education, and knowing how to think for myself is
the biggest thing,” he added.
The imminent military officer said he hopes current Liberty students will try to keep high
school in the proper perspective. “Whether you know it or not,” he advised, “there will
come a time in your life when you’ll be grateful for Liberty, and you’ll wish you could go
back.”
This is the time to aim high, learn a lot, and enjoy being a teen, Knab said. “It’s hard at
your age when you’re in high school, and especially at Liberty which is rigorous. If your
desire to learn is not there, then your ability to retain will not be there. So, take advantage
of the time that you have to be young, to not have a job, to not pay bills…when you’re
done with school, and maybe (sports) practice, the rest of the night is yours. There will be
no other time in your life when you get to do this.”
Fly Fight Win. Go Rams!

News Worth Repeating
Junto Book Discussion I For Parents, Grandparents, Faculty. Please consider joining
members of the Parent Education Committee for discussions of the book Why Johnny
Can't Tell Right From Wrong. Wednesday, February 19, and Thursday, February 27,
6:30pm in the high-school’s Minerva Reading Room. More than any other, this book
inspired school founders to establish our character-education program. Mark your
calendars for one or both discussions. Please come prepared with a few points you would
like the group to discuss. We envision a general discussion of the content with an

emphasis on what parents can do to support character development in our school, and in
our children. Feel free to encourage others to read the book and join us as well. All are
welcome.Contact Paulette Hansen with questions.
Junto Book Discussion II For Parents, Grandparents, Faculty. Join Liberty instructors
Steve Ronen and Jeff Siener as they discuss the book Assassination Generation: Video
Games, Aggression, and the Psychology of Killing. All are welcome to attend the second
book discussion February 25 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ronen. Contact Mr. Ronen or
Mr. Siener with questions.

Festival Of Ideas. On Saturday, February 29th, we are
hosting our fourth-annual Festival of Ideas from 9:00AM2:00PM. The Festival of Ideas is a colloquium where
content experts and students come together to contribute
to a diverse and vibrant conversation of intellectual
curiosity and expertise. Speakers will be presenting on a
broad array of topics from the fields of archaeology,
philosophy, astrophysics, art history, and more. Come join
us for a day of exploration and discovery.
CLICK HERE to register for the event.

Fundraiser for Festival of Ideas Needs
Your Help. This year for Festival of Ideas,
we would like to fly in worldrenowned keynote speaker, Dr. Brian A.
Williams. We would also like to provide a
complimentary breakfast and lunch to our
guests. The drawback is that we need the
funds to be able to provide these perks.
Please help make Festival of Ideas the best
it can be.
Click here to donate now.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad Mr. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life of our
excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up and
get a date or two (or more) on the calendar, and
to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

Approved 2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS & INTERMISSIONS
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- February 27 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join our Mailing List

Giving to Liberty



