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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
It is Barney Ford Week at Liberty Common School
Barney Ford was born into slavery in Virginia in 1822. He escaped
working on a river boat and when he died in 1902, he was a wellknown, wealthy and successful entrepreneur in Colorado. Despite
being born into slavery, and suffering both assassination attempts
and bankruptcy, Ford persevered with grit and fortitude to become a
millionaire in the real estate business.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Breakfast With Gillian
By: Bob Schaffer
Last Friday, I attended a daylong Charter Oak Leadership Program seminar in New
Haven, Connecticut, the location of Yale University. Before dashing to the airport
Saturday, I met up with LCHS alumna Gillian Clouser who’s now studying there.
We had breakfast on the 19th floor of my hotel at a
restaurant overlooking the campus. Special times like
these with former students are part of the reason I love
my job, and why I’m a super-proud headmaster.
The view, awash in Atlantic sunrise, was
stunning. Gillian’s thoughtful remarks, shared for today’s
“Alumni Update,” beamed even brighter.
Truly, if today’s is the only Alumni Update you ever read,
please make it so, and maybe urge your kids to read it,
too.
Gillian’s reflections form a stirring case for all Liberty parents, grandparents, alumni,
employees, and friends who support our school. Our mighty little institution really has
turned out to be the “revolution in public education” our school’s founders intended.
Today’s Alumni Update furnishes more proof that what we’re accomplishing is having an
enormous impact on college campuses throughout the country, and upon the character
of future citizen leaders. It’s no small, or insignificant undertaking.
Heading into the Holiday Season, our parent-led Board
of Directors is appealing to everyone in the Liberty
Common community to help boost funding for our
school through year-end financial contributions. The
appeal isn’t centered on an urgent need, or some
crucial institutional shortcoming.
Instead, Liberty’s year-end-fundraising appeal is all
about capitalizing on an immediate opportunity to buy

down the school’s most expensive long-term bond
debt. Doing so will save a fortune in compound-interest
expenses. In fact, raising $300,000 now will save the
school $1.3 million over the next 25 years.
Consider that today, stories like Gillian’s are being
made for some 1,200 Liberty Common students
learning in our classrooms. More such stories are yet to
be written by future students who will follow in their
footsteps.

Please do not underappreciate what we have going here. This school is more than an
ordinary public school. It is a rare, essential, virtuous, and patriotic charitable mission
taking place within a charter-public school – with extraordinary effect.
The season calls upon us all to engage ourselves in world-changing events, and to look
to children as the messengers we send ahead into a distant time. Endowing them with
moral maturity – a firm inclination toward truth, beauty, goodness, perfection – and the
best possible academic baseline are enduring gifts of authentic liberty.
There are few school communities in America that endeavor to prepare children in the
classical, comprehensive way Liberty Common School does. Read, and ponder the
deeper subtexts of today’s Alumni Update, and consider how profoundly our school
educates its students.
Then, respond generously to the recent fundraising-solicitation letter sent by two of our
school’s parent leaders – Board Chair Kelly Notarfrancesco, and Treasurer Brad
Kreikemeier. Or, CLICK HERE to contribute now online.

All School - Newsworthy Notices
Super Commendation. Poudre School District
Superintendent Dr. Sandra Smyser posted an attaboy
shout-out to Liberty Common School students for their top
academic performance. The school brought home yet
another John J. Irwin Schools of Excellence Award to Fort
Collins. “It is always an honor to recognize our students and
staff – so many of whom earn state and national awards
every single school year,” she wrote. “Celebrating their
achievements is one of the true highlights of my
career.” CLICK HERE for more info about our students’
bigtime recognition. Way to go Eagles!

Notification for upcoming Board of Directors M eeting. The Board of Directors will
be voting on updating the Liberty Common School bylaws at its regular meeting of the
board, Thursday 19 December, 2019, in the Acropolis at Liberty Common High School.
CLICK HERE to see the proposed changes, which address housekeeping items and
general edits. No substantive policy changes are proposed. Interested individuals are
encouraged to attend the December board meeting, and offer commentary during the
public-comment portion of the meeting.

M icrosoft Power Platform Help Needed. Does
anyone in our Liberty Common community have
experience or familiarity with Microsoft Power BI? The

school’s Financial Advisory Committee, and our
Business Office are pondering strategies to generate
better interactive reports, and analytical tools. The
Committee could use a parent to assist in navigating
our school in the best direction where these things
are concerned. Please email FAC chair/parent M r.
Brad Kreikemeier if you can lend a hand.

Lunch Ordering Update. CLICK HERE for new
vendor information. There are many great
restaurants delivering fresh, hot meals each
week. The order deadline is 1PM the day before
so you still have plenty of time.

Eat Burritos, Support Theater. Liberty Common
High School students recently performed the
musical, Meet Me in St. Louis. This Qdoba coupon
was printed on the back of each program and is an
easy way to earn money for the LCS Theatre
Department. Take this coupon to the Qdoba located
near LCHS (on Timberline and Custer) and Qdoba
will donate $1.00 to the LCS Theatre Department for
every purchase. Leftover programs can be picked up
in the front office if you don't know where yours
ended up.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices

We’re Feel’n The Love. The Liberty staff and faculty express our warmest gratitude to
the amazing group of parent-volunteers who spoiled us on Wednesday with the “Staff
and Faculty Appreciation Luncheon.” It was an extraordinary Holiday event affording us
all a midday occasion for joyful fellowship, hearty sustenance, and sustained
happiness. The kind gesture was yet another reminder of why we love our jobs, love our
Liberty Common mission, and love our students. Blessings to all who fed and served
us. We’re definitely feeling the love.

π In The Sky. M r. Huey’s
accelerated-math class held its
annual “Pi Memorization
Contest.” The objective is to
memorize and recite as many infinite
digits, in proper order, of pi (π) –
the most analyzed number in
mathematics. This year’s winners
are Elisa Williams (pictured at left)
who memorized 301 digits, which is
the all-time school record. The
runner up is Julia Yalin, who
recited 208 digits. For perspective
on this amazing fete, CLICK HERE.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of The Week
Welcome To M unchkin Land. Chances
are, you’ve heard of L. Frank Baum’s The
Wizard of Oz. What you might not have
heard of are the additional thirteen titles in
the series. You read that right—Baum didn’t
stop at one.
The inspiration for one of the most
successful and groundbreaking films to
come out of Hollywood in the 20th Century,
The Wizard of Oz has long enraptured fans
of the unfamiliar, the outlandish, the out-ofthis-world. Even the author himself was so
moved by the story he created he framed
the pencil he used to write the first book in
the series The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. The
popularity of the series in the 1930s and ‘40s rivaled that of the famous Harry Potter
franchise of today.
 If you are looking for a book series to keep you or your student occupied and engaged,
TWOO is the one for you. Stylistically disjointed from one page to the next, Baum keeps
his readers on their toes. The jaggedness in narrative can be explained with this little
tidbit—while writing the Oz series, Baum was writing 48 other tomes simultaneously! Talk
about being dedicated to your craft.

Elementary School Calendar
Dec. 16 | Character-Award Assembly| 4th Grade - 6th Grade, 8:10-8:45 AM.,
K-3rd Grade, 8:55-9:35 AM.
Dec. 16 | 5th - and 6th - grade concert| 5:30 and 6:30 PM.
Dec. 19 | BOD Mtg | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Dec. 20 | 2nd Quarter Ends.
Dec. 23- Jan. 3 | Winter Break, NO SCHOOL.
Jan. 7 | Spelling Bee, after school in library.
Jan. 13 | Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM.
Jan. 14 | Geography Bee, after school in library.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day, NO SCHOOL.
Jan. 21 | PDS written spelling bee, 1:00 PM.
January 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00 PM, LCHS Acropolis.

From Board Of Directors

New Liberty Board M ember. We welcome Charles Grant to
the Liberty Common School Board of Directors. Mr. Grant and
his wife M aria have four children, three of which are current
students at Liberty, Timothy in 8th, Etta in 4th, John in 1st, and
David will be in kindergarten in two years. Mr. Grant is a
Chartered Financial Analyst and a Certified Financial Planner
with First National Bank. He brings significant value to the Board.

Kindergarten changes. Liberty has recently made adjustments to the kindergarten
configuration with the approval of HB19-1262, providing state funding for fulltime
kindergarten. Starting school year 2020/21, Liberty will provide two full-time classrooms,
while preserving two half-time classrooms for families preferring that option. Additionally,
the Board is considering an addition to Liberty’s Policies Manual which will codify
Liberty's kindergarten philosophy. It is important to our Board of Directors and school
administrative leadership that Liberty preserves the half-time kindergarten option.
Liberty Fundraising. Recently, you should have received a request to give financially
to Liberty Common School. The phenomenal education our children are receiving is
especially valuable considering what a private education of the same caliber costs. Every
family needs to participate in this financial request, at whatever level their situation will
allow, to ensure the future success of our school. Our goal is to retire a portion of the
bond debt used to finance the school in an effort to get more money into the classrooms,
and reward our incredible instructors. Please join us in donating. Liberty is a qualified
charity so any donation is fully tax deductible.

Alumni Update From Alumni Update from Gillian
Clouser, LCHS ’19 now attending Yale University
in New Haven, CT.

Most Liberty graduates are better prepared to attend an Ivy-League college than most
college freshmen who do, according to LCHS alumna Gillian Clouser who is completing
her first semester at Yale.
Gillian got a visit last Saturday from her former high-school headmaster M r. Schaffer
who sprung for breakfast in exchange for a delightful “Alumni Update” interview
conducted at a 19th-floor restaurant overlooking Yale’s distinctive New Haven campus
(see nearby photo). The 2019 Valedictorian’s sagacious thoughts are of an inspiring,
and insightful nature:

“Liberty was so important in all of my academics, and life. It would be wrong to leave any
of it behind,” she said. “I love Liberty, and all the people I met there, and the connections
I made.”
Gillian said she wants Liberty students to appreciate the remarkable times they’re in. “It is
a good thing to remember that your time from age 18 to 22 is unlike any other in your
life, and so I think you shouldn’t be scared to reach beyond what you know,” she said. “I
know I have really grown, and become a more mature person in the last few months
since I’ve been away from home.”
It’s sweet irony for one, who struggled through high-school chemistry, to now find herself
excelling as a Yale chemistry major with plans for medical school. “Thanks to M iss
M cIrvin (now M rs. Sullivan), I’m more prepared than a lot of other chem-majors are,”
Gillian said with a grateful smile.
She’s even joined a specialized comprehensive chemistry group. “We study quantum
mechanics, organic chemistry, and transition metals and solid states solely. It includes a
chemistry-lab course that meets three times a week for 50 minutes, and the lab is four
hours.”
Gillian is learning at a faster pace than ever before, and churning out more work. She
claims her Liberty training is helping her adapt nicely to an Ivy-League pace. With firstsemester coursework done, final exams are pressing.
Her first college math class taught her to use differential equations to model systems of
biology. “We learn about things like vector fields, and solving other biological problems,”
she said. “It was difficult, but I have learned a lot. M r. Lovely really helped me. His precalculus course stretched my mind further than I knew it could be stretched.”
Gillian tested into Yale’s highest-level Latin course – level five – an accomplishment
feted by only two other freshmen. In a class of mostly juniors and seniors, she covered
Aeneous to Romulus. “We read Virgil, Livy, and Ovid. We read about 150 lines per
day,” she said. “It was really interesting.” Gillian’s mom is LCHS Latin instructor M rs.
Kimberly Clouser.
Gillian took a course in cultural anthropology mainly comparing African culture to
Western civilization. That led to a job as a lab assistant washing, cataloguing, and
organizing 50,000-year-old bones from Malawi; and 1.5-million-year-old specimens from
South Africa. Some bones are humanoid, most from animals that may have been
hunted, and their bones used for tools.

Every Family A Donor

Invest in the Future of Liberty. We have determined the most helpful thing we can do
to support our students and their teachers for the long term is to pay off a big chunk of
our debt which will increase our available cash. Twenty-five years remain on a bond
taken out several years ago to finance expansion costs at both campuses. We want to
pay off the entire debt this year.
Here’s why paying off this debt makes so much sense:
1. It sets a good example for our students.
2. It will save us more than $1.3 million in interest payments.
3. It will free up over $110,000 per year for classroom priorities.
4. It improves our balance sheet so we can dream big about the future.
Our goal is to secure donations of at least $300,000. During this year-end giving season,
we’re counting on you to make Liberty Common School among your highest charitable
priorities. Please commit to invest in the future of Liberty today.
Please be looking for our fundraising letter in your mailbox—it will contain more detailed
information about this fundraising campaign. Additionally, you can GIVE ONLINE. Make a
difference for every student and teacher today.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Basketball
Sat, 12/14, TBD, Away, at Milliken, vs TBD. (Semi and Finals).
8th Basketball
The 8th-grade team lost in the 1st round to Estes Park on Monday, ending its season.
JH Girl's Basketball: 7th- and 8th-grade girls basketball practices begin on Monday, 6
January, 2020.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).
This Week In High-School Sports:
HS M en's Basketball
Wed, 12/18, 4PM; 5:30PM; 7PM, Home, vs Arrupe Jesuit.
HS Women's Basketball
Sat, 12/14, 10AM, Away, vs TBD at Rocky Mountain High School (Varsity Only).
Tue, 12/17, 4:15PM; 5:45PM, Away, at Rocky Mountain High School (C and JV).
Wed, 12/18, 5:30PM; 7PM, Away, at Faith Christian.
Fri, 12/20, 5:30PM; 7PM, at Eagle Ridge Academy.
HS Women's Swimming
Nothing this week.
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Check out Liberty sportswear. CLICK
HERE to choose your favorite Liberty
swag. Orders are delivered to the school,
and can be picked up by parents.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth

From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day: “Rule No. 90. Hands.
“Rule No. 91. Undergarments. Proper underclothes
protect the outer garments from danger of stain and from
perspiration. They must be easily washed and kept in
repair. Be careful that shoulder-straps are clean, fresh,
and in place."

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Your Brain on Fiction.
By: Annie M arie Paul, MARCH 17, 2012
AMID the squawks and pings of our digital devices, the oldfashioned virtues of reading novels can seem faded, even futile.
But new support for the value of fiction is arriving from an
unexpected quarter: neuroscience.
Brain scans are revealing….(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

News Worth Repeating
Loveland Classical School Holiday Fair. Loveland Classical will be holding its firstannual Holiday Fair this year on Dec 14 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM. There will be lots of
crafts, food, and treats to enjoy. It would be wonderful for the Liberty Common School
community to enjoy the event and show support for our creative sister school in
Loveland. CLICK HERE for more information.

Lost-And-Found. Please take a few minutes to visit
our Lost-And-Found. The shelves are bursting at the
seams with items. All items not claimed by Dec 20th will
be donated to charity.

Audition For LCS M usical.There will be a mandatory
informational meeting for all 5th- and 6th-grade students
interested in auditioning for this year's musical - "The Mad
Adventures of Mr. Toad" - on Wednesday, December 18th,
at 3:15PM in the Band Room. Students must attend this
meeting with a parent in order to audition. Actual auditions
will occur in January.

Love and Logic. Liberty will host a three-session Love and Logic workshop with Dr.
Jason Clarke, PhD. Parents are invited to sign up soon. Space is limited. The cost is $98
which includes a workbook. Sessions will be held at Liberty Common School from 67:30PM on January 22nd, February 26th, and March 25th. Register at the LCS front
desk.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School
values parent involvement. Volunteering has a
positive effect on student achievement and
enhances the educational experience for the
entire school community; staff, faculty, parents
and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb
and flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience,
and makes a big positive difference in the life of
our excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up
and get a date or two (or more) on the calendar,
and to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2019-2020 School Calendar
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
M arch 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
M ay 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434

Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- Dec. 19th | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

